
By Ron Lee
Investigative Journalist

They say a picture is worth a 
thousand words. However, it really is 
just a snapshot of a point in time with a 
great amount of context being lost. 
Take for example this picture (to the 
right) of a woman holding a gun on a 
man who is pleading for his life. You 
can deduce from the picture that she 
has either shot the man or is about to 
shoot him. If the man died, would you 
be able to convict her for murder 
based on this picture? Or, perhaps 
you'd simply side with your gender 
bias and assume the man had done 
something deserving and therefore 
she is justified in killing him. Either what happens during many criminal the possibility of context coming from 
way, you don't really have the “whole investigations. More often than not – previous events leading up to the 
picture” to make a clear and educated especially in homicide cases – these moment of an individual's death, 
determination. Now, can you imagine investigations focus solely on the instead relying on witnesses at the 
basing a criminal investigation and moment in time that the crime took scene to place the suspect as the 
subsequent conviction off one place, or when the person was killed. perpetrator of murder. With most 
picture? That is, however, exactly Many homicide investigations ignore prosecutors fighting tooth and nail to 
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By Joseph Snook crime. 
Investigative Reporter The US~Observer Newspaper 

has spent decades fighting 
People who have been against false criminal charges, 

arrested face the grueling including those facing wrongful 
challenge of planning a defense. a s s a u l t  a n d  b a t t e r y  
For those who are innocent, prosecutions. Since we are the 
defending yourself is often a ONLY National Newspaper 
rude awakening. The status quo solely dedicated to vindicating 
is to contact and schedule the innocent, you might not 
appointments  with local  understand how our help is vital 
attorneys who may or may not to defeating your assault and 
have good online reviews. What battery criminal charges. After 
if that was not the best or only all, even false assault and 
option? Statistically, around ten battery criminal charges usually 
percent (three percent in end with jail or prison time, 
Federal cases) of those charged probation and a record that 
with a crime at the state level fo reve r  l ooms .  Le t  t he  
win. Simply put, you have a US~Observer help you. We 
ninety-percent chance of losing investigate. We gather evidence 
if you are charged with any that irrefutably proves your 
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By US~Observer Staff

Imagine being hurt while serving 
your country. Furthermore, the 
severity of your injury, and the lack 
of in-service aid makes you 
unaware of post-service veteran's 
benefits. For many who suffered 
injuries while enlisted, the 
Veteran's Administration (VA) 
offers assistance. That help often 
includes medical care and 
financial compensation. The issue 
which arises for many Veterans is 
the VA's stance on when financial 
help starts. By most accounts, the 
starting date is “the start of the 
month after you file your claim.” 
Regardless of when the injury Some wait decades before filing a 
occurred, it is the VA’s stance that c l a i m  –  l o s i n g  o u t  o n  
you  do  no t  ge t  f inanc ia l  compensation for many years. 
compensation starting on the date Their problems are essentially 
of your injury. This is nothing new “lived with.” Whether you agree or 
to the millions of Veterans who disagree with this stance, it 
suffered injuries while in uniform. remains policy - no back pay that 
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By Edward Snook
Editor-in-chief, US~Observer

WERE YOU UNJUSTLY 
ARRESTED FOR A SEX 

CRIME?

Just like that, you’ve been swept 
up into the nightmare of being 
charged with a sex crime. Not only 
are you facing potential prison 
time, you will be paraded in front of 
your friends, family and neighbors by a media exposing them to the facts of your innocence. 
that only tells the public exactly what the Once the lies that the police and/or prosecutors 
government prosecutors and or police hand used to charge you – and publicly humiliate 
them. It is life-altering, especially if you are you – are dispelled, you are on the road to 
one of the many who are innocent of the recovery.
crimes for which you are charged. If your Unfortunately, if you buy into the system and 
charge is one of sex abuse, rape, or pedophilia, trust that a defense attorney alone can get a not 
you are in a special kind of hell; absolutely no guilty verdict in a sex abuse case, you will 
one thinks you are actually innocent. Your often find yourself convicted and ruined. A 
only hope is to get the public behind you by vast majority of Attorneys just aren’t capable 

Continued on page 13

Don’t Let Sex Abuse Charges Ruin Your Life
The US~Observer Can Help You Win 
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Fewer than Half of Violent Crimes 
Are Solved in America
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By Ryan McMaken

(Mises Institute) - One of the 
central arguments in favor of 
the government’s monopoly on 
p o l i c e  p o w e r s  i s  t h a t  
g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c e  a r e  
essential in “keeping us safe.” 
Without this “thin blue line” 
between chaos and order, we 
are told, society will descend 
into chaos. presumably would include investigation of 

How exactly this order is maintained by crimes and arrests of suspects.
police, however, is less clear. In recent years, So how is that going for them?
police agencies have insisted they have no According to the most recent FBI “Crime in 
legal obligation to directly intervene to protect the United States” report, only 45 percent of 
people from threats posed by criminals. The violent crime lead to arrest and prosecution. 
courts have agreed. That is, less than half of violent crimes result in 

Having abandoned the “protect” part of “to what is known as a “clearance” of the crime. 
serve and protect,” the police have retreated to Property crime clearances are much worse. 
the claim that their real role is simply to Only 17 percent of burglaries, arsons, and car 
“enforce the law.” This “enforcement” thefts are “cleared.”

Injured Veterans Should Get 
Back-Pay From Date of Injury

Reno 
Francis
1947-2019

Reno 
Francis
1947-2019

“Reno was the bravest man I have ever known. He faced 
pain, loneliness, separation from family, loss of freedom, 
degradation and humiliation for something he did not do, 
yet he wasn't bitter, nor did he seek revenge. He fought a 
terrible battle to adjust to the strange world he was released 
into, but he won that battle and he overcame all he had been 
subjected to. He viewed each day as a gift which he lived to 
its fullest. He always had a friendly smile and a hug or 
handshake for others. He lived his life in the most positive 
way possible while in prison and once he adjusted to the free 
world, he lived every day with joy! He was a brave 
overcomer and a courageous survivor. He was my hero!” 

      –Verna Francis

Robert Carrigan
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After 43 years, the prison gate finally swung fries. He declared it was the best meal he had Life Skills, Anger Management, and other supportive to Verna, Dusty and Skye no matter 
open for Reno Francis! Without a trial in 1970, ever eaten and insisted that the air outside the useful subjects, however he had taken all those the circumstances for over 13 years. Thus 
twenty-three year old Reno was sent to prison prison smelled different than that behind courses back in the 80’s so they were not of began a cycle of anger and frustration, then 
for life, just 17 days after his arrest for an fences and barbed wire. much help in 2014! Our prisons are so sadness and disappointment with himself for 
unrelated misdemeanor, for which he was He arrived home to trees full of yellow overloaded with inmates that there are no hurting the woman and family who had stood 
never convicted. ribbons, a “welcome home” banner and pizza longer funds for helpful programs that could beside him all those years. They all knew he 

This travesty of justice took place in from 5 different pizzerias! Step-son, Thomas make the transition back into the free world would have a period of adjustment after so 
Holdenville, a small town in eastern Wood had ordered and picked up the variety of easier and more successful. Governor Brad many years in prison but none of them had any 
Oklahoma. Reno and a 13-year-old Cathy pizzas to allow Reno to have choices for his Henry had implemented a step-down program idea how difficult that adjustment would be.
Scott attended the same party on a hot August first meal at home! That first evening he toward the end of his time in office which Dusty and Reno had dreamed since Dusty 
evening. Reno later left the party and was played chase with the grandkids and carried greatly benefited long time inmates in was a small child of having Reno home and all 
walking in a local parking lot where he had them around the yard. So many smiles on so gradually adjusting to the world before their the fun things they would do from playing 
gone to find a pay phone. While in the parking many faces! That night he was so wound up he release. As soon as the new governor, Mary baseball to building a tree house and many 
lot he was arrested under the suspicion of couldn’t go to sleep. Verna was afraid to go to Fallin, took over however, the program was other things dads and sons enjoy doing 
being “high on an unknown substance.” sleep for fear this was only a dream and when done away with and any person who had together. They were so close that some people 

Cathy Scott, however, went missing from she woke up he would be gone. They finally successfully completed part of the step-down thought he was Reno’s son and Verna was just 
that party. Interestingly, Cathy’s family did not fell asleep around 2 a.m. on the couch leaning process was immediately bringing him to visit Reno 
report her missing for two days! In a very short against each other. By 7 a.m. he was up and sent back to their original at the prison. In May 2014 
time her body was discovered in a storage shed ready for breakfast! status in higher security just a few weeks after Reno 
near the site of the party. Reno, who was A few nights later Reno was the guest of prisons. came home Dusty finished 
already in jail on the unrelated offense, was honor at a welcome home party and welcomed Reno’s first month at his 2 years at Connors State 
charged with her murder. he was! Family and friends, both old and new home was stressful for him College and moved back 

Reno originally pleaded innocent. He was came out to wish him well in his new life as a but still fun exploring the home. Their excitement of 
cooperative, even agreeing to be in a police free man. world. At last he had his finally getting to be 
line-up. He was not guilty and had nothing to What does it mean to be a free man after 43 first real home in 43 years, together was brief as 
hide. The line-up turned out to consist of one years of imprisonment? It means a complete with 3 dogs and Reno’s PTSD made his 
person – Reno Francis. The assistant district comfortable home, clothes without the word, flowers in the yard! He patience short and his 
attorney, John Turner, who “inmate” stamped on the loved spending time with expectations high. It hurt 
handled his case threatened back, all the good food he his family, playing and Reno to realize that the 
him repeatedly with the death could eat, time with family roughhousing with the little boy he loved so much 
penalty, which in 1970 and friends, freedom to make grandkids, and spending had grown into a 20 year-
Oklahoma meant the electric his own decisions and to time with his fiancé and old young man and it was 
chair. He harassed and come and go as he pleased. It kids. He was not the too late for many of their 
frightened Reno until, fearful a l s o  m e a n s  m o r e  average Papaw (Grandpa). He was the Papaw dreams to come true. Their very close 
of losing his life, he finally responsibility than he has who played chase with the grandkids, picked relationship began to weaken.
changed his plea. His court ever had in his life, the need them up and carried them around, played In November 2014 Reno began working at 
appointed oil  and gas to find a job, learning to drive softball with them, took them to softball, Chickasha Manufacturing. He did mowing, 
attorney, Stanley Huser, all over again and getting a baseball, and soccer practice, jumped on the weed eating, and janitorial work. He was a 
advised him to waive his driver’s license, adapting to trampoline with them, and spoiled them every hard worker and he did well at his first job in 
right to trial, his right to living in a 3 bedroom house time he got a chance! Whatever was needed he the free world in over 43 years. He began 
appeal, and his right to that feels wide open as was always willing to give or do. If it meant making friends at work and life started to feel a 
remain in the county jail for opposed to a tiny cell where running into town at 10 p.m. to get a gallon of little more comfortable. That job lasted 15 
ten days. For reasons Reno he could stretch out his arms milk or making a run to the doctor’s office he months until a time when contracts and work 
never understood, his family and touch both sides at the was ready to go and he never complained. slowed down and several people had to be laid 
was not allowed inside the same time, learning how to It was amazing to watch him eat that first off through no fault of their own.
county jail or courtroom to live with his family as Braum’s cheeseburger, to see him explore his Through a friend of Verna’s Reno was 
visit or watch his hearing. He opposed to visiting with them new home, to watch his facial expressions brought into contact with a man who owned 
was told that his was a on weekends, figuring out change as he was able to ride around in the several rental properties in Chickasha. He was 
“closed” hearing. Reno faced the judge alone how to judge a person’s character in today’s pickup and see new places at his own will. He hired to do yard work on the properties and 
as his attorney was no comfort or help. world, always sitting with his back to the wall loved shopping in Walmart and other stores. also to clean and update homes that had been 
Seventeen days after his arrest he arrived at the in a restaurant in order to feel safe, trying to Just seeing the sheer volume of products vacated in order to get them ready for the next 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary at McAlester, a discover who he was now that he had the available was amazing to him and put a smile renter. Reno worked at this job from July 2016 
convicted murderer. option of truly being himself for the first time on his face. Many times Verna followed him through August 2018. He enjoyed the variety 

In 2006 the US~Observer began its in 4 decades, and always, always dealing with around late at night shopping even though she of the work and flexibility of the schedule and 
investigation into the sham of a process that the horrible Post-traumatic Stress Syndrome was tired from work because he took so much the people he met along the way. In the 
was Reno Francis’ “conviction”. Soon left behind by all the years of being treated in a pleasure in it. He said his first trip to Walmart summer of 2018, unfortunately the work 
thereafter the US~Observer began reporting less than humane manner by the department of w a s  l i k e  g o i n g  t o  slowed down to the point 
on the obvious false incarceration of Reno corrections. The sixteen months in solitary Disneyland for him, that he and Verna were 
Francis. On April 30, 2014 Reno was released. confinement he had been subjected to was however he almost went having trouble making 

Reno was picked up on the day of his release enough to scar a person besides all the other into attack mode when the ends meet so they began 
by his very excited fiancé, Verna Wood and mistreatment. voice over the speaker searching for a new job for 
daughter, Skye Custer. Early that morning they Nothing much in 2014 remotely resembled declared a red-light special him. Due to the fact of his 
had left home to make the 3 hour drive to the world Reno left behind in 1970! Simple on aisle 7! The closest he “violent” prison record 
northern Oklahoma to get Reno and bring him things we take for granted were a challenge for ever came to a heart attack and the fact that he was 
home! Once in the parking lot Verna and Skye him; things like pumping his own gas, was the first time he now 71 years old it was 
stopped Reno to take a few cell phone pictures scanning his debit card to buy the gas or pay opened a birthday card in difficult to find someone 
to send to family and friends to assure them for purchases in a store, signing for that debit the store and it started who would hire him. He 
that Reno was indeed free! After a few minutes card electronically rather than on a paper playing music! was very healthy and 
of taking pictures, Reno commented, “Are we receipt, fixing his own fountain drink in a gas On June 13, 2014, Reno and Verna finally extremely active and still worked out with 
still here? Let’s get out of here before they station, figuring out how to use a cell phone, realized their dream of becoming husband and heavy weights that most younger men could 
change their minds!” and learning how to deal with regular wife! After waiting almost 14 years their day at not lift but on paper he was still 71.

On the way home they stopped and treated maintenance on his home, vehicle, lawn last arrived! It was truly a family affair with In late summer 2018 a friend suggested that 
Reno to a Braum’s cheeseburger and French mower, etc. He had taken classes in prison on older son, Thomas, performing the sweet Reno might enjoy working at Oklahoma 

ceremony, younger son, Dusty, standing up Folding Carton, a box factory in Minco, 
with his dad as best man, and daughter, Skye, Oklahoma, a small town about 30 minutes 
serving as matron of honor for her mom. from home. Reno filled out an application, the 
Granddaughter, Holly, scattered yellow rose friend spoke to the boss about Reno, 
petals down the aisle and grandson Dawson explaining that he was a hard worker and not in 
was the ring bearer. Grandson Jimmy carried a any way your typical 71 year old, and Reno 
wooden sign bearing the words “Here comes was hired. From the beginning he loved his 
the bride”, and Caleb carried a sign with only job, he fit in with the other workers and he, at 
the word, “Finally”! Thomas joked about all last had found his niche.
the miles Verna had put on her truck going to During his first three years of freedom 
visit Reno every Saturday and every holiday Reno’s struggles were overwhelming at times. 
all those years. He also shared the fact that the A few times he actually became so stressed 
family had been missing something but now it that he left. He usually went to his brother’s 
was complete with Reno home! house three hours away in Eufaula. Sometimes 

By the time he had been home a few weeks he stayed overnight and other times he stayed 
the stress was catching up with him. Little two or three days. Finally he would call Verna 
things set him off and his words became harsh and talk things out or just head on home and 
and unkind. This was not the Reno who was they would talk after he got there. He often 
able to handle whatever difficulties had come talked for at least 2 hours before he finally got 
his way in prison; the Reno who was kind and everything out and began to relax. Most of the 

Many of the exonerees we report on would have never even been convicted in the first 
place had they utilized the services of the US~Observer.

When hired, the US~Observer works for your vindication. What does that mean? Simply, if you have been wrongfully   charged 
with crimes or have been maliciously attacked civilly, the US~Observer will investigate your case to achieve the evidence that will be 
used to prove your innocence, or determine your lack of liability. With that evidence in hand, we ensure everyone who needs to see it 
does. 

The power of public opinion is what will ultimately vindicate you, and that is what we utilize by promoting your case through our 
nationally distributed newspaper and our network of on-line affiliates. Not only does this make the facts of your case public knowledge, 

something attorneys are barred from doing, it puts an amazing amount of public pressure on those in political positions. 

The fact is, attorneys alone rarely win tough cases. In many instances, the odds are so stacked against them the only recourse they have is to 
suggest a plea deal. It's not all their fault either! The system allows for the prosecution to publicize your case. The local paper runs your picture and 

soon, your neighbors think you are guilty. The US~Observer combats this one-sided assault and gives you the only real chance you have at vindication.

If you are in trouble, don't roll the dice with just an attorney. Let the US~Observer work for you. 

And just in case you are wondering, there are many instances where our clients never even needed to hire an attorney in the first place. Contact us for references. 

~Contact the US Observer! 541-474-7885 or editor@usobserver.com

Continued on page 7Continued on page 3

time Verna just listened so he could de-stress. and the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge snowing that morning. He and Verna had unconscious by the time the ambulance got 
He could have benefited greatly from PTSD near Lawton where they drove to the top of Mt. discussed the night before whether the roads there about 15 minutes later. They worked 
counseling but he refused to be involved in Scott, one of the tallest points in the Wichitas. would be dangerous the next morning and it with him in the ambulance for 20-30 minutes 
anything like that because he said “nobody can They also checked out quite a few new seemed he might decide to stay home. The before heading for the emergency room in 
understand where I’ve been”. He was restaurants! They vacationed in several cabins weather lady said the roads were slushy and Chickasha.
absolutely correct in that but Verna tried to in remote areas starting with the Treehouse bridges would be frozen. There were a lot of His heart kept stopping in the ambulance and 
encourage him to see an older gentleman who Cabins in Dora, Missouri on their honeymoon school closings. Verna tried to get him to let in the ER. Nine times they did CPR and it 
had counseled other former inmates and and ending with River’s Edge Cottages in her drive him to work because she had more would start again but they couldn’t keep it 
worked out of his home. When he refused to do southeastern Oklahoma for experience driving in snow going. Verna tried to get them to fly him by 
so Verna sought out a counselor for herself, to their 4th anniversary. Even plus her truck was bigger helicopter to Oklahoma City but it was 
get some advice and tools that would help her though he  s t ruggled  and heavier than his. He snowing so they said it wasn’t safe. She asked 
understand Reno better and know more about mightily to adjust, Reno wouldn’t let her take him them to transport him by ambulance to a bigger 
how to help him through the nightmare with had the heart and soul of a because he didn’t want her hospital but again they said it wasn’t safe on 
which he was struggling. child which allowed him to to have to drive home by the road. Finally they said they had to stop the 

No matter how difficult things could be Reno see the joy and beauty in herself. He said he had CPR because he would have brain damage if 
and Verna kept holding on to each other and almost any situation. He driven in snow and would he survived, due to lack of oxygen. The cause 
eventually the hard times came less often. could also find the humor be ok. Both were afraid he of death was blunt force trauma to the chest. 
After one disagreement they both agreed that in most things and kept would lose his job if he Verna was so scared when he left for work that 
they were thankful they had worked things out Verna laughing at his didn’t go, so he did. morning but never dreamed it would end like 
because neither of them felt they could breathe antics and silly faces. He He left early at 6:15 in that. She was worried that he might have a 
without the other. There were wonderful times would go to any lengths to order to be at work by 7. At wreck but never thought of losing him…
in between the bad times but neither of them make her smile if she was 6:59 he called her and said On January 8, 2019, Reno Francis was laid to 
ever knew what the new day would bring. tired or having a hard day. he had slid off the road and rest at Fairlawn Cemetery just a few miles 
Some days he would sit in his chair in the As he adjusted to his new hit a tree and bumped his from the scene of his accident. He lies close to 
bedroom watching tv with a dark look on his world he and Dusty head but he thought he was his infant granddaughter, Savanna Wood, and 
face. He was very stressed and struggling became close again and ok. She asked if she should his dear friend, Skip Wood, Verna’s first 
mightily against demons from his past, the once again were son and call an ambulance and he husband. A beautiful service, a true celebration 
treatment and circumstances he had had to dad as they had been for all said no that he was fine, he of the life of this brave, loving man who had 
deal with, and his confusion as to where he fit of Dusty’s growing up just had a headache. So she overcome so much, was conducted by his step-
into this new world. Eventually the darkness years. told him she would come pick him up. son, Thomas, the same person who had 
would pass, his smile would return and 15 During 2018 he finally at last felt at home in When she left home she tried to call him to married Reno and Verna 4 ½ years earlier.
years would fall off his countenance. this world that had been so strange to him. tell him she was on her way but he didn’t After 43 years of living in a violent, 

After 43 years of bad food compliments of Verna loved to watch him walking around the answer his phone. That worried her so she dangerous atmosphere in the prisons of 
the Oklahoma Department of Corrections house just smiling, not at anything in particular called their daughter, Skye, who said she Oklahoma, how sad that a small patch of ice 
Reno loved to eat out. Verna did too so they but just because he was truly happy. He was would keep trying to call him. Finally a lady at and a tree took the life of this great man with 
enjoyed that at least three or four times a week. relaxed and enjoying his life as a free man. He a little store in Pocasset answered his phone. the kind heart. Life for his family will never be 
At his suggestion they started spending always woke up in a good mood once the hard She said he was sitting in a booth there and he the same. He was so amazing, loving, strong 
Saturdays together just as they had all those 13 times had passed and never complained no kept going to sleep and couldn’t answer his and always willing to help and to go the second 
½ years she had visited him in prison. Only matter how early he had to get up for work. He phone. mile, especially for his family to whom he was 
now they were free to go wherever they and Verna loved to play Yahtzee and watch After driving for miles in road construction completely loyal.
wanted. They visited the Windmill Farm at movies sitting together in the same big comfy behind 18 wheelers Verna finally arrived at the As his son, Dusty, wrote, “I love you, Daddy 
Shattuck, a powwow in Oklahoma City, chair in their living room. Many Saturdays he little store. Reno’s head was down on the table. and this world doesn’t seem the same knowing 
Oklahoma City Dodgers baseball games, the woke up smiling and asked Verna, “what do She took his hand and told him she was there. you aren’t in it anymore. But believe me the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage you want to do today? Where do you want to She asked if he hurt and he said his head hurt stories will be told, the memories shared and 
Musuem in Oklahoma City, The Red Earth go?” Life was, at last, beautiful and full of joy but nowhere else hurt. Skye had called an your love will live on. Rest in Peace, Wind 
Festival, several concerts including the Oak for him. ambulance after the store clerk had explained Warrior, and as you told me many times, ‘this 
Ridge Boys, Ronnie Milsap, The Temptations, On the morning of January 3, 2019 Reno got his condition so Verna told him it should be isn’t good-bye, simply a see you later.’”  
Clay Walker, Travis Ledoyt, and the Platters, up and got ready to go to work. It had been there in just a few minutes. He was jjj

By Lorena Mongelli and Bruce Golding strangling Sherese Watson during an attempted sex 
attack in Bellport the previous year, when he was 

(New York Post) - A man who spent 33 years in 17.
prison for the attempted rape and murder of a 14- Watson’s body was found in a vacant lot near a 
year-old girl on Long Island was exonerated at an house party that both she and Bush attended, along 
e m o t i o n a l  c o u r t  h e a r i n g  with about 100 other teens and young 
Wednesday. adults.

Keith Bush, 62, stared as if in Soon after she left at 1:30 a.m., other 
shock when Suffolk County Judge teens heard a girl scream, “Rape!” and 
A n t h o n y  S e n f t  g r a n t e d  a  “Help!”
prosecution motion to vacate his Sini said a review of the evidence 
convict ion and dismiss the showed that a man named John Jones, 
indictment against him. who died in 2006, was a “more 

Bush’s fiancée, Dora Moore, and probable suspect” based in part on his 
about a dozen friends and family “absurd” claim that he tripped over 
members who packed the courtroom Watson’s body while walking home 
in Riverhead burst into cheers. and dropped a comb that cops found at 

“I cannot give you that which was the scene.
taken from you in the 1970s, but At the time, Jones, then 21, also 
what I can restore to you today is your presumption impregnated a child, showing “he clearly had an 
of innocence,” Senft said. interest in young girls,” Sini said.

When offered a chance to speak in court, Bush — But Bush’s defense lawyer was never told about 
who claims that cops beat him into signing a false Jones, and prosecutor Gerard Sullivan, who has 
confession — thanked Suffolk District Attorney since died, told jurors a “bold-faced lie” when he 
Timothy Sini for listening to Bush’s claims of claimed there were no other suspects, Sini said.
innocence. Court papers filed Wednesday also fault retired 

Bush also lamented the decades he spent behind Suffolk Police Detectives August Stahl and Dennis 
bars before being freed in 2007. Rafferty, and say Stahl referred to Bush as a 

“It’s hard to explain .?.?. after all that time I spent “f–king n—-r” who “should have been executed” 
in prison, all that suffering I went through, that this when he recently discussed the case with the 
day would arrive,” he said. Suffolk DA’s Conviction Integrity Bureau.

Sini, who personally made the motion to clear Stahl on Wednesday denied making those 
Bush, said justice demanded the move, citing statements, but told The Post he stood behind the 
official misconduct that deprived him of “due results of his investigation “100 percent, 200 
process and a fair trial,” as well as DNA testing and percent, 1,000 percent.”
the recantation of statements by a key witness in Rafferty’s lawyer, James O’Rourke, was on 
the case. vacation Wednesday and didn’t return an e-mail 

Bush was convicted in 1976 of bludgeoning and seeking comment.                                           jjj
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Two Texans found factually 
innocent and exonerated 

(Innocence Project) Dallas, TX – On years for Borns’ murder until a Dallas 
May 10th, two men who were County district court released them in 
wrongfully convicted of 2 0 1 4  b a s e d  o n  n e w  
murder in 2000 and sentenced in format ion  uncovered  
to life in prison were fully t h r o u g h  a  j o i n t  r e -
exonerated and formally investigation conducted by 
declared “actually innocent” the Innocence Project, the 
by Judge Raquel Jones, who Innocence Project of Texas, 
granted a motion by Dallas and the Dallas County District 
County District Attorney Attorney’s Office. The re-
John Creuzot to dismiss all investigation continued for 
charges against both men. The four years, and ultimately 
decision was based on t u r n e d  u p  s u b s t a n t i a l  
evidence that Stanley Mozee additional evidence proving 
and Dennis Lee Allen were factually the two men’s innocence. Much of that 
innocent based on new DNA testing evidence was in the trial prosecutor’s 
which excluded them from own files, but was hidden 
key evidence at the crime from the defense until the 
scene, as well as findings that district attorney’s office 
their joint convictions were adopted an “open file” policy 
rooted in unreliable jailhouse years after Mozee and Allen’s 
informant testimony, a false trials.
confession and substantial In 2018, the Texas Court of 
prosecutorial misconduct. Criminal Appeals ruled that 
Mozee  and  Al len  had  the lead trial prosecutor, Rick 
maintained their innocence Jackson, withheld numerous 
for two decades. items of exculpatory evidence 

Mozee and Allen were at the trials, violating Mozee 
wrongfully convicted of murdering Rev. and Allen’s rights to a fair judicial 
Jesse Borns, Jr., a store owner and lay process. Today, the district attorney’s 
minister, who was found stabbed to office announced that it had decided to 
death in his place of business in April dismiss all charges against both men 
1999. There was no physical evidence based on “actual innocence.”
linking Mozee or Allen to the crime “Due to egregious misconduct by the 
scene, yet they were convicted of capital trial prosecutor, these two innocent men 
murder and sentenced to life in prison in spent 15 years of their lives in prison,” 
2000. said Nina Morrison, senior attorney at 

Both men had been incarcerated for 15 the Innocence Project.                     jjj
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After 43 years, the prison gate finally swung fries. He declared it was the best meal he had Life Skills, Anger Management, and other supportive to Verna, Dusty and Skye no matter 
open for Reno Francis! Without a trial in 1970, ever eaten and insisted that the air outside the useful subjects, however he had taken all those the circumstances for over 13 years. Thus 
twenty-three year old Reno was sent to prison prison smelled different than that behind courses back in the 80’s so they were not of began a cycle of anger and frustration, then 
for life, just 17 days after his arrest for an fences and barbed wire. much help in 2014! Our prisons are so sadness and disappointment with himself for 
unrelated misdemeanor, for which he was He arrived home to trees full of yellow overloaded with inmates that there are no hurting the woman and family who had stood 
never convicted. ribbons, a “welcome home” banner and pizza longer funds for helpful programs that could beside him all those years. They all knew he 

This travesty of justice took place in from 5 different pizzerias! Step-son, Thomas make the transition back into the free world would have a period of adjustment after so 
Holdenville, a small town in eastern Wood had ordered and picked up the variety of easier and more successful. Governor Brad many years in prison but none of them had any 
Oklahoma. Reno and a 13-year-old Cathy pizzas to allow Reno to have choices for his Henry had implemented a step-down program idea how difficult that adjustment would be.
Scott attended the same party on a hot August first meal at home! That first evening he toward the end of his time in office which Dusty and Reno had dreamed since Dusty 
evening. Reno later left the party and was played chase with the grandkids and carried greatly benefited long time inmates in was a small child of having Reno home and all 
walking in a local parking lot where he had them around the yard. So many smiles on so gradually adjusting to the world before their the fun things they would do from playing 
gone to find a pay phone. While in the parking many faces! That night he was so wound up he release. As soon as the new governor, Mary baseball to building a tree house and many 
lot he was arrested under the suspicion of couldn’t go to sleep. Verna was afraid to go to Fallin, took over however, the program was other things dads and sons enjoy doing 
being “high on an unknown substance.” sleep for fear this was only a dream and when done away with and any person who had together. They were so close that some people 

Cathy Scott, however, went missing from she woke up he would be gone. They finally successfully completed part of the step-down thought he was Reno’s son and Verna was just 
that party. Interestingly, Cathy’s family did not fell asleep around 2 a.m. on the couch leaning process was immediately bringing him to visit Reno 
report her missing for two days! In a very short against each other. By 7 a.m. he was up and sent back to their original at the prison. In May 2014 
time her body was discovered in a storage shed ready for breakfast! status in higher security just a few weeks after Reno 
near the site of the party. Reno, who was A few nights later Reno was the guest of prisons. came home Dusty finished 
already in jail on the unrelated offense, was honor at a welcome home party and welcomed Reno’s first month at his 2 years at Connors State 
charged with her murder. he was! Family and friends, both old and new home was stressful for him College and moved back 

Reno originally pleaded innocent. He was came out to wish him well in his new life as a but still fun exploring the home. Their excitement of 
cooperative, even agreeing to be in a police free man. world. At last he had his finally getting to be 
line-up. He was not guilty and had nothing to What does it mean to be a free man after 43 first real home in 43 years, together was brief as 
hide. The line-up turned out to consist of one years of imprisonment? It means a complete with 3 dogs and Reno’s PTSD made his 
person – Reno Francis. The assistant district comfortable home, clothes without the word, flowers in the yard! He patience short and his 
attorney, John Turner, who “inmate” stamped on the loved spending time with expectations high. It hurt 
handled his case threatened back, all the good food he his family, playing and Reno to realize that the 
him repeatedly with the death could eat, time with family roughhousing with the little boy he loved so much 
penalty, which in 1970 and friends, freedom to make grandkids, and spending had grown into a 20 year-
Oklahoma meant the electric his own decisions and to time with his fiancé and old young man and it was 
chair. He harassed and come and go as he pleased. It kids. He was not the too late for many of their 
frightened Reno until, fearful a l s o  m e a n s  m o r e  average Papaw (Grandpa). He was the Papaw dreams to come true. Their very close 
of losing his life, he finally responsibility than he has who played chase with the grandkids, picked relationship began to weaken.
changed his plea. His court ever had in his life, the need them up and carried them around, played In November 2014 Reno began working at 
appointed oil  and gas to find a job, learning to drive softball with them, took them to softball, Chickasha Manufacturing. He did mowing, 
attorney, Stanley Huser, all over again and getting a baseball, and soccer practice, jumped on the weed eating, and janitorial work. He was a 
advised him to waive his driver’s license, adapting to trampoline with them, and spoiled them every hard worker and he did well at his first job in 
right to trial, his right to living in a 3 bedroom house time he got a chance! Whatever was needed he the free world in over 43 years. He began 
appeal, and his right to that feels wide open as was always willing to give or do. If it meant making friends at work and life started to feel a 
remain in the county jail for opposed to a tiny cell where running into town at 10 p.m. to get a gallon of little more comfortable. That job lasted 15 
ten days. For reasons Reno he could stretch out his arms milk or making a run to the doctor’s office he months until a time when contracts and work 
never understood, his family and touch both sides at the was ready to go and he never complained. slowed down and several people had to be laid 
was not allowed inside the same time, learning how to It was amazing to watch him eat that first off through no fault of their own.
county jail or courtroom to live with his family as Braum’s cheeseburger, to see him explore his Through a friend of Verna’s Reno was 
visit or watch his hearing. He opposed to visiting with them new home, to watch his facial expressions brought into contact with a man who owned 
was told that his was a on weekends, figuring out change as he was able to ride around in the several rental properties in Chickasha. He was 
“closed” hearing. Reno faced the judge alone how to judge a person’s character in today’s pickup and see new places at his own will. He hired to do yard work on the properties and 
as his attorney was no comfort or help. world, always sitting with his back to the wall loved shopping in Walmart and other stores. also to clean and update homes that had been 
Seventeen days after his arrest he arrived at the in a restaurant in order to feel safe, trying to Just seeing the sheer volume of products vacated in order to get them ready for the next 
Oklahoma State Penitentiary at McAlester, a discover who he was now that he had the available was amazing to him and put a smile renter. Reno worked at this job from July 2016 
convicted murderer. option of truly being himself for the first time on his face. Many times Verna followed him through August 2018. He enjoyed the variety 

In 2006 the US~Observer began its in 4 decades, and always, always dealing with around late at night shopping even though she of the work and flexibility of the schedule and 
investigation into the sham of a process that the horrible Post-traumatic Stress Syndrome was tired from work because he took so much the people he met along the way. In the 
was Reno Francis’ “conviction”. Soon left behind by all the years of being treated in a pleasure in it. He said his first trip to Walmart summer of 2018, unfortunately the work 
thereafter the US~Observer began reporting less than humane manner by the department of w a s  l i k e  g o i n g  t o  slowed down to the point 
on the obvious false incarceration of Reno corrections. The sixteen months in solitary Disneyland for him, that he and Verna were 
Francis. On April 30, 2014 Reno was released. confinement he had been subjected to was however he almost went having trouble making 

Reno was picked up on the day of his release enough to scar a person besides all the other into attack mode when the ends meet so they began 
by his very excited fiancé, Verna Wood and mistreatment. voice over the speaker searching for a new job for 
daughter, Skye Custer. Early that morning they Nothing much in 2014 remotely resembled declared a red-light special him. Due to the fact of his 
had left home to make the 3 hour drive to the world Reno left behind in 1970! Simple on aisle 7! The closest he “violent” prison record 
northern Oklahoma to get Reno and bring him things we take for granted were a challenge for ever came to a heart attack and the fact that he was 
home! Once in the parking lot Verna and Skye him; things like pumping his own gas, was the first time he now 71 years old it was 
stopped Reno to take a few cell phone pictures scanning his debit card to buy the gas or pay opened a birthday card in difficult to find someone 
to send to family and friends to assure them for purchases in a store, signing for that debit the store and it started who would hire him. He 
that Reno was indeed free! After a few minutes card electronically rather than on a paper playing music! was very healthy and 
of taking pictures, Reno commented, “Are we receipt, fixing his own fountain drink in a gas On June 13, 2014, Reno and Verna finally extremely active and still worked out with 
still here? Let’s get out of here before they station, figuring out how to use a cell phone, realized their dream of becoming husband and heavy weights that most younger men could 
change their minds!” and learning how to deal with regular wife! After waiting almost 14 years their day at not lift but on paper he was still 71.

On the way home they stopped and treated maintenance on his home, vehicle, lawn last arrived! It was truly a family affair with In late summer 2018 a friend suggested that 
Reno to a Braum’s cheeseburger and French mower, etc. He had taken classes in prison on older son, Thomas, performing the sweet Reno might enjoy working at Oklahoma 

ceremony, younger son, Dusty, standing up Folding Carton, a box factory in Minco, 
with his dad as best man, and daughter, Skye, Oklahoma, a small town about 30 minutes 
serving as matron of honor for her mom. from home. Reno filled out an application, the 
Granddaughter, Holly, scattered yellow rose friend spoke to the boss about Reno, 
petals down the aisle and grandson Dawson explaining that he was a hard worker and not in 
was the ring bearer. Grandson Jimmy carried a any way your typical 71 year old, and Reno 
wooden sign bearing the words “Here comes was hired. From the beginning he loved his 
the bride”, and Caleb carried a sign with only job, he fit in with the other workers and he, at 
the word, “Finally”! Thomas joked about all last had found his niche.
the miles Verna had put on her truck going to During his first three years of freedom 
visit Reno every Saturday and every holiday Reno’s struggles were overwhelming at times. 
all those years. He also shared the fact that the A few times he actually became so stressed 
family had been missing something but now it that he left. He usually went to his brother’s 
was complete with Reno home! house three hours away in Eufaula. Sometimes 

By the time he had been home a few weeks he stayed overnight and other times he stayed 
the stress was catching up with him. Little two or three days. Finally he would call Verna 
things set him off and his words became harsh and talk things out or just head on home and 
and unkind. This was not the Reno who was they would talk after he got there. He often 
able to handle whatever difficulties had come talked for at least 2 hours before he finally got 
his way in prison; the Reno who was kind and everything out and began to relax. Most of the 

Many of the exonerees we report on would have never even been convicted in the first 
place had they utilized the services of the US~Observer.
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time Verna just listened so he could de-stress. and the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge snowing that morning. He and Verna had unconscious by the time the ambulance got 
He could have benefited greatly from PTSD near Lawton where they drove to the top of Mt. discussed the night before whether the roads there about 15 minutes later. They worked 
counseling but he refused to be involved in Scott, one of the tallest points in the Wichitas. would be dangerous the next morning and it with him in the ambulance for 20-30 minutes 
anything like that because he said “nobody can They also checked out quite a few new seemed he might decide to stay home. The before heading for the emergency room in 
understand where I’ve been”. He was restaurants! They vacationed in several cabins weather lady said the roads were slushy and Chickasha.
absolutely correct in that but Verna tried to in remote areas starting with the Treehouse bridges would be frozen. There were a lot of His heart kept stopping in the ambulance and 
encourage him to see an older gentleman who Cabins in Dora, Missouri on their honeymoon school closings. Verna tried to get him to let in the ER. Nine times they did CPR and it 
had counseled other former inmates and and ending with River’s Edge Cottages in her drive him to work because she had more would start again but they couldn’t keep it 
worked out of his home. When he refused to do southeastern Oklahoma for experience driving in snow going. Verna tried to get them to fly him by 
so Verna sought out a counselor for herself, to their 4th anniversary. Even plus her truck was bigger helicopter to Oklahoma City but it was 
get some advice and tools that would help her though he  s t ruggled  and heavier than his. He snowing so they said it wasn’t safe. She asked 
understand Reno better and know more about mightily to adjust, Reno wouldn’t let her take him them to transport him by ambulance to a bigger 
how to help him through the nightmare with had the heart and soul of a because he didn’t want her hospital but again they said it wasn’t safe on 
which he was struggling. child which allowed him to to have to drive home by the road. Finally they said they had to stop the 

No matter how difficult things could be Reno see the joy and beauty in herself. He said he had CPR because he would have brain damage if 
and Verna kept holding on to each other and almost any situation. He driven in snow and would he survived, due to lack of oxygen. The cause 
eventually the hard times came less often. could also find the humor be ok. Both were afraid he of death was blunt force trauma to the chest. 
After one disagreement they both agreed that in most things and kept would lose his job if he Verna was so scared when he left for work that 
they were thankful they had worked things out Verna laughing at his didn’t go, so he did. morning but never dreamed it would end like 
because neither of them felt they could breathe antics and silly faces. He He left early at 6:15 in that. She was worried that he might have a 
without the other. There were wonderful times would go to any lengths to order to be at work by 7. At wreck but never thought of losing him…
in between the bad times but neither of them make her smile if she was 6:59 he called her and said On January 8, 2019, Reno Francis was laid to 
ever knew what the new day would bring. tired or having a hard day. he had slid off the road and rest at Fairlawn Cemetery just a few miles 
Some days he would sit in his chair in the As he adjusted to his new hit a tree and bumped his from the scene of his accident. He lies close to 
bedroom watching tv with a dark look on his world he and Dusty head but he thought he was his infant granddaughter, Savanna Wood, and 
face. He was very stressed and struggling became close again and ok. She asked if she should his dear friend, Skip Wood, Verna’s first 
mightily against demons from his past, the once again were son and call an ambulance and he husband. A beautiful service, a true celebration 
treatment and circumstances he had had to dad as they had been for all said no that he was fine, he of the life of this brave, loving man who had 
deal with, and his confusion as to where he fit of Dusty’s growing up just had a headache. So she overcome so much, was conducted by his step-
into this new world. Eventually the darkness years. told him she would come pick him up. son, Thomas, the same person who had 
would pass, his smile would return and 15 During 2018 he finally at last felt at home in When she left home she tried to call him to married Reno and Verna 4 ½ years earlier.
years would fall off his countenance. this world that had been so strange to him. tell him she was on her way but he didn’t After 43 years of living in a violent, 

After 43 years of bad food compliments of Verna loved to watch him walking around the answer his phone. That worried her so she dangerous atmosphere in the prisons of 
the Oklahoma Department of Corrections house just smiling, not at anything in particular called their daughter, Skye, who said she Oklahoma, how sad that a small patch of ice 
Reno loved to eat out. Verna did too so they but just because he was truly happy. He was would keep trying to call him. Finally a lady at and a tree took the life of this great man with 
enjoyed that at least three or four times a week. relaxed and enjoying his life as a free man. He a little store in Pocasset answered his phone. the kind heart. Life for his family will never be 
At his suggestion they started spending always woke up in a good mood once the hard She said he was sitting in a booth there and he the same. He was so amazing, loving, strong 
Saturdays together just as they had all those 13 times had passed and never complained no kept going to sleep and couldn’t answer his and always willing to help and to go the second 
½ years she had visited him in prison. Only matter how early he had to get up for work. He phone. mile, especially for his family to whom he was 
now they were free to go wherever they and Verna loved to play Yahtzee and watch After driving for miles in road construction completely loyal.
wanted. They visited the Windmill Farm at movies sitting together in the same big comfy behind 18 wheelers Verna finally arrived at the As his son, Dusty, wrote, “I love you, Daddy 
Shattuck, a powwow in Oklahoma City, chair in their living room. Many Saturdays he little store. Reno’s head was down on the table. and this world doesn’t seem the same knowing 
Oklahoma City Dodgers baseball games, the woke up smiling and asked Verna, “what do She took his hand and told him she was there. you aren’t in it anymore. But believe me the 
National Cowboy and Western Heritage you want to do today? Where do you want to She asked if he hurt and he said his head hurt stories will be told, the memories shared and 
Musuem in Oklahoma City, The Red Earth go?” Life was, at last, beautiful and full of joy but nowhere else hurt. Skye had called an your love will live on. Rest in Peace, Wind 
Festival, several concerts including the Oak for him. ambulance after the store clerk had explained Warrior, and as you told me many times, ‘this 
Ridge Boys, Ronnie Milsap, The Temptations, On the morning of January 3, 2019 Reno got his condition so Verna told him it should be isn’t good-bye, simply a see you later.’”  
Clay Walker, Travis Ledoyt, and the Platters, up and got ready to go to work. It had been there in just a few minutes. He was jjj

By Lorena Mongelli and Bruce Golding strangling Sherese Watson during an attempted sex 
attack in Bellport the previous year, when he was 

(New York Post) - A man who spent 33 years in 17.
prison for the attempted rape and murder of a 14- Watson’s body was found in a vacant lot near a 
year-old girl on Long Island was exonerated at an house party that both she and Bush attended, along 
e m o t i o n a l  c o u r t  h e a r i n g  with about 100 other teens and young 
Wednesday. adults.

Keith Bush, 62, stared as if in Soon after she left at 1:30 a.m., other 
shock when Suffolk County Judge teens heard a girl scream, “Rape!” and 
A n t h o n y  S e n f t  g r a n t e d  a  “Help!”
prosecution motion to vacate his Sini said a review of the evidence 
convict ion and dismiss the showed that a man named John Jones, 
indictment against him. who died in 2006, was a “more 

Bush’s fiancée, Dora Moore, and probable suspect” based in part on his 
about a dozen friends and family “absurd” claim that he tripped over 
members who packed the courtroom Watson’s body while walking home 
in Riverhead burst into cheers. and dropped a comb that cops found at 

“I cannot give you that which was the scene.
taken from you in the 1970s, but At the time, Jones, then 21, also 
what I can restore to you today is your presumption impregnated a child, showing “he clearly had an 
of innocence,” Senft said. interest in young girls,” Sini said.

When offered a chance to speak in court, Bush — But Bush’s defense lawyer was never told about 
who claims that cops beat him into signing a false Jones, and prosecutor Gerard Sullivan, who has 
confession — thanked Suffolk District Attorney since died, told jurors a “bold-faced lie” when he 
Timothy Sini for listening to Bush’s claims of claimed there were no other suspects, Sini said.
innocence. Court papers filed Wednesday also fault retired 

Bush also lamented the decades he spent behind Suffolk Police Detectives August Stahl and Dennis 
bars before being freed in 2007. Rafferty, and say Stahl referred to Bush as a 

“It’s hard to explain .?.?. after all that time I spent “f–king n—-r” who “should have been executed” 
in prison, all that suffering I went through, that this when he recently discussed the case with the 
day would arrive,” he said. Suffolk DA’s Conviction Integrity Bureau.

Sini, who personally made the motion to clear Stahl on Wednesday denied making those 
Bush, said justice demanded the move, citing statements, but told The Post he stood behind the 
official misconduct that deprived him of “due results of his investigation “100 percent, 200 
process and a fair trial,” as well as DNA testing and percent, 1,000 percent.”
the recantation of statements by a key witness in Rafferty’s lawyer, James O’Rourke, was on 
the case. vacation Wednesday and didn’t return an e-mail 

Bush was convicted in 1976 of bludgeoning and seeking comment.                                           jjj
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Two Texans found factually 
innocent and exonerated 

(Innocence Project) Dallas, TX – On years for Borns’ murder until a Dallas 
May 10th, two men who were County district court released them in 
wrongfully convicted of 2 0 1 4  b a s e d  o n  n e w  
murder in 2000 and sentenced in format ion  uncovered  
to life in prison were fully t h r o u g h  a  j o i n t  r e -
exonerated and formally investigation conducted by 
declared “actually innocent” the Innocence Project, the 
by Judge Raquel Jones, who Innocence Project of Texas, 
granted a motion by Dallas and the Dallas County District 
County District Attorney Attorney’s Office. The re-
John Creuzot to dismiss all investigation continued for 
charges against both men. The four years, and ultimately 
decision was based on t u r n e d  u p  s u b s t a n t i a l  
evidence that Stanley Mozee additional evidence proving 
and Dennis Lee Allen were factually the two men’s innocence. Much of that 
innocent based on new DNA testing evidence was in the trial prosecutor’s 
which excluded them from own files, but was hidden 
key evidence at the crime from the defense until the 
scene, as well as findings that district attorney’s office 
their joint convictions were adopted an “open file” policy 
rooted in unreliable jailhouse years after Mozee and Allen’s 
informant testimony, a false trials.
confession and substantial In 2018, the Texas Court of 
prosecutorial misconduct. Criminal Appeals ruled that 
Mozee  and  Al len  had  the lead trial prosecutor, Rick 
maintained their innocence Jackson, withheld numerous 
for two decades. items of exculpatory evidence 

Mozee and Allen were at the trials, violating Mozee 
wrongfully convicted of murdering Rev. and Allen’s rights to a fair judicial 
Jesse Borns, Jr., a store owner and lay process. Today, the district attorney’s 
minister, who was found stabbed to office announced that it had decided to 
death in his place of business in April dismiss all charges against both men 
1999. There was no physical evidence based on “actual innocence.”
linking Mozee or Allen to the crime “Due to egregious misconduct by the 
scene, yet they were convicted of capital trial prosecutor, these two innocent men 
murder and sentenced to life in prison in spent 15 years of their lives in prison,” 
2000. said Nina Morrison, senior attorney at 

Both men had been incarcerated for 15 the Innocence Project.                     jjj

Reno Francis – The High Price of 43 Years Behind Bars

Reno and then Verna Wood

Reno and Verna finally married!

Reno and family

Reno being free

Keith Bush

Photo by James Carbone

Stanley Mozee

Dennis Lee Allen



By William Bastone busted for aggravated assault on a neighbor  in  self  defense,”  
pregnant victim, a felony that was according to court records.

(The Smoking Gun) - The false later dropped after Sorey told The complaint does not identify 
report of a brutal sexual assault set prosecutors she did not want the the men involved in the fight, or 
off a bizarre chain of events that felony case pursued. how the neighbor died. EMS 
ended with the self-defense killing After making the sexual assault dispatch audio indicates that an 
of a Florida man, according to claim in April, Sorey and her ambulance was sent to the Largo 
police. husband moved out of the Largo home around 10:23 PM to handle a 

The  fa ta l  se t  o f  apartment, but allowed trauma call.
circumstances began a male friend to stay It was only after the neighbor’s 
when Brittany Sorey, a there. In an April 20 death that Sorey admitted to police 
30-year-old mother of Facebook post, Sorey that she “fabricated the entire report 
f i v e ,  l a s t  m o n t h  informed followers that of sexual battery and  that it never 
contacted police to she was raising money happened.”
report that she had been for the Florida Council Sorey was arrested Friday 
sexually assaulted in her A g a i n s t  S e x u a l  afternoon on a single misdemeanor 
apartment in Largo, a Violence. That post, count of falsely reporting a crime. 
town outside Tampa. however, was deleted Seen in the mug shot at left, she was 

Sorey alleged that a today from Sorey’s released from the county jail late 
Hispanic man forced his page shortly after a last night after posting $150 bond.
way into her residence and TSG reporter sent her a text Sorey did not respond to TSG 
“battered her and vaginally message and left a voicemail on her messages seeking comment about 
penetrated her with a broken broom cell phone. her case. In a Facebook profile, 
handle and a box cutter.” She As detailed in a court filing, Sorey describes herself as “Wife, 
repeated this claim when later re- Sorey’s friend was in the Largo mother, step mother, medical 
interviewed by detectives. residence on May 10 when a male student. MS and Lupus warrior.” 

At the time of the purported neighbor showed up at the She reports having attended St. 
attack, Sorey and her husband apartment to “confront” Sorey and Petersburg College and Ultimate 
Gerald, 25, were living in the Largo her husband “over money issues.” Medical Academy, which offers 
home and were behind on the rent The neighbor, a detective reported, training for entry-level health care 
(which eventually precipitated an “began beating on the front door,” jobs.
eviction action). According to her apparently unaware that the couple In December, Sorey sought 
Facebook page, Sorey is the mother had moved out. contributions via Facebook so that 
of six children. With the neighbor banging on the she could purchase a van capable of 

In late-March, Sorey’s husband front door, Sorey’s friend called her carrying up to eight passengers. 
was arrested for allegedly shoving to report the disturbance. Sorey Noting that she was about to start a 
her to the ground during an responded by telling her male new job, Sorey wrote that she 
argument in their apartment. The friend that “the person knocking at “shared custody with my ex 
dispute, cops reported, was “due to the door sounded like the male that husband” and, due to her lack of a 
infidelity allegations.” During the sexually battered her,” cops noted. vehicle, was missing “some of my 
altercation, Gerald allegedly Sorey’s friend then exited the time and weekends or vacations 
menaced his wife with a Glock apartment and attempted to “take a with them” since, “I live hour and a 
handgun (which was later seized by photograph of the male subject to half away from my kids.” While 
police). give to police.” At that point, the Sorey sought to raise $6500, she 

At the time of the March 24 neighbor attacked Sorey’s friend, extracted no contributions from her 
incident, police noted, Sorey was cops say. During the ensuing online friends. 
six weeks pregnant. Gerald was confrontation, “the friend killed the jjj

(Crime Report) - The White 
House is trying to help 2,200 
federal prisoners line up work and 
housing before they are released 
next month, reports The Marshall 
Project. The release is made 
possible by the First Step Act. The 
prisoners to be let out in July are the 
largest group to be freed so far. 
Their sentences are being reduced 
under a provision effective next 
month that increases the amount of 
credit prisoners could get for good 
conduct in custody. The intent was 
to train inmates to find work and to allocate significant funding for it. The change has set free 643 federal 
screen them for any risk they might Criminal justice reforms could be inmates. With weeks remaining 
pose to public safety. set back if many prisoners reoffend before thousands more prisoners 

Advocates for the law are or if someone commits a high- are freed, the Trump administration 
concerned that the inmates aren’t profile crime. About 45 percent of has assigned the U.S. Probation 
prepared to land jobs, find housing people released from federal prison Office and the Department of Labor 
or obtain transportation from return within five years, says the to help people prepare to return 
prison to places where they will U.S. Sentencing Commission. home. White House officials are 
live. Congress has not yet funded Until now, the law’s biggest impact seeking as much help as possible 
the five-month-old law, and the has come from a provision that cut from the private sector. 
Department of Justice has failed to heavy sentences for crack cocaine. jjj
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US~OBSERVER NOTE ON FALSE CHARGES:
False prosecutions are getting some well needed mainstream attention these days. Over the past 28 

years, the US~Observer had been the lone voice exposing this rampant issue. Our successful 
vindications are the dismissal or acquittal of more than 4,600 charges. We have also resolved many 
civil issues. These are achievements no other group, lawyer or agency can claim. 

In many cases, our clients haven't needed the use of expensive attorneys, as our investigations and 
publication are used to expose the truth to the world. It is this exposure that this, otherwise beyond 
reproach, system fears, and it works well.

We hope that every innocent victim of a false prosecution finds justice, and if you are facing false 
charges, please contact us.
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(The Crime Report) - A invented odds like “one in a 
prominent factor in exonerations is million” or “1 in 129,600,” the 
misleading forensic evidence. A Registry says.
close look at such cases shows how “A lot of the problem with 
experts in fields like hair analysis, forensic testimony is that the 
bite marks and DNA analysis used diagnosticity is overstated,” said 
exaggerated statistical claims to Michigan State University law 
b o l s t e r  u n s c i e n t i f i c  
assertions, the New York 
Times reports. 

Once experts meet the 
qualifications to take the 
stand in a courtroom, there 
are few limits on the words 
that come out of their 
mouths. “[Experts] can say 
whatever they want,” said 
Simon Cole, director of the 
Na t iona l  Reg i s t ry  o f  
Exonerations, and a professor of Prof. Barbara O’Brien, author of 
Criminology, Law and Society at the report.
University of California Irvine. A hair sample at the crime scene 

The Registry reported earlier this that resembles a suspect’s hair 
month that 151 people were “gets dressed up with this scientific 
e x o n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  2 0 1 8 ,  certainty that isn’t justified,” she 
representing 1,639 years spent said. 
beh ind  ba r s  fo r  wrongfu l  The NY Times' report examines 
convictions. three examples from the study’s 

That includes offering up case files.                                 jjj

By Katrina Pross Family Pubs, which says it is based 
i n  E d i n a  a n d  a d v e r t i s e s  

(Twin Cities Pioneer Press) - goldendoodle puppies at the 
The Better Business Bureau of website goldendoodlepuppies.us. 
Minnesota and North Dakota is That is the company the Fishers 
warning about a recent rise in sent money to. Another woman 
scams targeting people looking to reported losing $900 to the same 
buy puppies. website.

People in search of a dog have A New Jersey man lost about 
been scammed out of thousands of $1,800 after sending money to 
dollars by sending money to Frenchie Farm Bulldogs, which 
i l l eg i t ima te  webs i t e s ,  t he  said it was based in St. Paul, said 
consumer protection organization B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  
warns. The dogs are never sent. spokeswoman Bess Ellenson. 

Pamela Fisher, who lives in Again, no dog arrived. That is the 
Arkansas, said her 14-year-old largest amount lost that’s been 
daughter had saved money reported to the BBB so far.
babysitting and giving swimming Best Golden Doodle Family Pubs 
lessons to buy a puppy from one and Frenchie Farm Bulldogs could 
such scam. She lost more than not be immediately reached for 
$1,000 after being told to wire comment.
money to a company purporting to The BBB advises customers to 
be from Minnesota. The puppy meet breeders or sellers and their 
never arrived. animals in person, and to not wire 

“It was heartbreaking for my money to sellers. Customers 
daughter … she learned a lesson; should also be wary of website 
we all have,” Fisher said. claims and look out for websites 

The scammers will also try to with spelling errors, often a sign 
trick customers further. They told that they were created by 
the Fishers their dog had been sent scammers overseas.  Additionally, 
to the wrong airport, and more the BBB recommends obtaining a 
money was needed to get it to them. written contract from the seller, 
Others will charge for insurance and getting references from them.
costs or special crates for dogs that If a seller is claiming to be 
do not arrive. American Kennel Club-certified, 

Other victims have been reported contact the group at 919-233-9767 
in Minnesota and New Jersey. to verify a litter or search the club’s 

The BBB’s warning mentioned site at akc.org.
the company Best Golden Doodle jjj

Internet puppy scams 
on the rise, warns 

Better Business Bureau

‘Coward Of Broward’ Arrested: 
Former Sheriff's Deputy Who Ran 

From Mass Shooting Faces 11 Counts

By C.J. Ciaramella form of civil asset forfeiture reform over the Appleseed Center for 
past five years in response to bipartisan Law & Justice found 

(Reason) - The Alabama legislature passed a concerns that the laws have too few that Alabama law 
bill on May 30th requiring police departments protections for property owners and too many enforcement raked in 
and district attorneys to report how much perverse incentives for police departments. roughly $2.2 million 
property they seize, and how much of their Police groups, however, often oppose these through civil asset 
budget comes from forfeiture revenues. reforms. They say civil asset forfeiture is a forfeiture in 2015. In 

After passing the Alabama House and Senate vital tool to disrupt drug trafficking and other a quarter of those 
unanimously, the bill now awaits a signature organized crime by cutting off the flow of cases, representing 
from Republican Governor Kay Ivey. If signed illicit proceeds. $670,000 in seized 
into law, the bill would increase the Alabama had virtually no public reporting assets, no criminal 
transparency surrounding the contentious surrounding the practice until earlier this year charges were filed. In 
practice of civil asset forfeiture, which allows when the Alabama District Attorneys half of all asset 
police to seize property—cash, cars, even Association announced a voluntary reporting forfeiture cases that 
houses—suspected of being connected to program for civil asset forfeiture. The Institute year, the amount of 
criminal activity. for Justice, a libertarian-leaning public interest cash was $1,372 or 

Specifically, AL.com reports that law law firm that has challenged asset forfeiture police to seize property suspected of being less—too little for most people to bother hiring 
enforcement will have to report "the date of the laws in several states, gave Alabama an "F" connected to criminal activity. a lawyer to recover.
seizure, the person or entity that owned the grade for its asset forfeiture transparency. The arrest came at the same time that the Republican state Sen. Arthur Orr's bill, as 
property, a description of the property, a As a result, Alabama police have among the Almonds were trying to refinance the loans originally introduced, would have required a 
description of the suspected underlying least oversight in the country when it comes to they had taken out to start a chicken farm, and criminal conviction before property could be 
criminal activity, any arrests in connection seizing property. For example, Reason as a result, they say they missed a crucial bank forfeited. Had it passed in that form, Alabama 
with the seizure, the case numbers of the civil reported on the civil forfeiture case of Greg deadline, resulting in their house being would have joined four other states that have 
lawsuits for forfeiture of the property, the and Teresa Almond, an Alabama couple who foreclosed upon. They now live in a utility essentially abolished civil asset forfeiture.
disposition of the property, and the name of filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against the shed. However, the bill was pared down to include 
each entity receiving some of the property." Randolph County Sheriff's Office in March The Almonds' suit claims the Randolph only the new reporting requirements."The 

"This bill will go a long way toward after a 2018 drug raid upturned their lives and County Sheriff's Department used excessive original version of this bill showed the path to 
informing the people of Alabama how policing left them homeless, all for misdemeanor force; stole, lost, or failed to inventory their real reform," Robyn Hyden, executive director 
for profit affects their communities, small marijuana possession: missing property; and violated their of Alabama Arise, an organization that 
businesses, and law enforcement priorities," cons t i t u t i ona l  p ro t ec t ions  aga ins t  supports civil asset forfeiture reform, said in a 
Carla Crowder, executive director of the The search only turned up $50 or less of unreasonable searches and seizures, as well as press release. "It would have required a felony 
Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice, marijuana, which the Almonds' adult son tried their right to due process. conviction before property became subject to 
said in a press statement. "Once this bill in vain to claim as his, and a single sleeping forfeiture in most cases. It also would have 
becomes law, Alabamians and our elected pill outside of a prescription bottle with Greg's A judge later dismissed the criminal charges required the state to meet a higher burden of 
leaders will finally know which law name on it. The Almonds were arrested and against the Almonds and ordered their proof in connecting property to a crime. And it 
enforcement agencies are profiting from charged with misdemeanor drug possession property returned. would have mandated a detailed, publicly 
forfeitures, how much they are taking in, and for personal use. However, deputies also Because of the lack of transparency, it's hard searchable database laying out the full scale of 
how they are using those proceeds. We look seized roughly $8,000 in cash, along with to track exactly how civil forfeiture is used in seizures in the state. These reforms are still 
forward to finally having that data." dozens of firearms and other valuables, using the state, but a 2018 report by the Southern needed, and we'll continue to fight for them.”

More than half of all states have passed some civil asset forfeiture, a practice that allows Poverty Law Center and the Alabama jjj

Alabama Passes New Transparency Requirements for Civil Asset Forfeiture

Woman’s False Rape Claim 
Led to Man’s Death

(ZeroHedge) - Former Broward absolutely nothing to mitigate the 
Sheriff's deputy Scot Peterson, 56, MSD shooting that killed 17 The records appear to support 
has been arrested and charged over children, teachers and staff and Broward Sheriff Scott Israel’s 
his failure to act during the injured 17 others," said FDLE contention that Peterson, a 
Valentine's Day mass shooting at Commissioner Rick Swearington. longtime school resource officer, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High "There can be no excuse for his should have entered Building 12 to 
School last year. engage Cruz and try to 

Peterson, who was the prevent deaths. They 
armed school resource also appear to show that 
officer at the time, faces other deputies may have 
seven counts of neglect refrained from rushing 
of a child, three counts of into the school at the 
culpable negligence and direction of Peterson 
one count of perjury and a Parkland captain. 
according to a Tuesday The response by the 
statement by the Florida agency has been the 
Department of Law subject of national 
Enforcement. He was scrutiny, and is currently 
booked into the Broward under review by the 
County main jail, and Florida Department of 
could face up to 97 years Law Enforcement. -
i n  s t a t e  p r i s o n  i f  Miami Herald
convicted, according to the Sun- complete inaction and no question 
Sentinel, which noted that his bond that his inaction cost lives." Peterson resigned before he could 
was reportedly set at $102,000. Broward County's new Sheriff be fired. In May, he wrote a 14-page 

CCTV footage from the Parkland, Gregory Tony added that Peterson's letter to the Marjory Stoneman 
FL shooting shows Peterson actions warranted "termination of Douglas High School Public Safety 
approach the high school building employment and criminal charges. Commission insisting that he was 
in a golf cart as gunman Nikolas According to the FDLE, Peterson simply following his training. 
Cruz massacred 17 students and refused to investigate the source of "I assessed the situation and acted 
staff members. Peterson then gunshots during the shooting and accordingly to the real-time 
hopped off, unholstered his gun, retreated while victims were being intelligence I assessed on the 
and ran behind a concrete wall for shot. Peterson also told law scene," wrote Peterson, adding that 
cover. enforcement who had just arrived he was "in compliance with the 

"The FDLE investigation shows to remain 500 feet from the Broward Sheriff’s Office Active 
former Deputy Peterson did building. Shooter Policy.”                       jjj

prosecutor said the state was not 
"trying to prove a point in going 
forward with this case," but that 
"the state believes that the 
respondent is in need of some 
guidance, rehabilitation for 

By Robby Soave something deeper" and "is just 
trying to help her."

(Reason) - Maryland's highest protect conduct of a minor who Because her case on the 
court will soon decide whether a distributed a digital video file of distribution of child pornography 
16-year-old girl, "S.K.," can face herself engaged as a subject in was in juvenile court, the teen never 
child pornography charges for consensual sexual conduct," wrote faced a mandatory sentence or the 
taking a video of herself performing the court. possibility of having to register as a 
a sex act and sending it to a few of The Maryland Court of Appeals' sex offender. She was put on 
her close friends. ruling is expected later this year. probation and referred for a mental 

S.K. shared the video, in which The court, which is Maryland's health evaluation.
she performs consensual oral sex on equivalent of a state supreme court, 
an unidentified male, with two heard oral arguments in February. That teens shouldn't send sexy 
close friends and fellow students, The proceedings are recorded here. videos to each other—because they 
who later reported her to the school S.K.'s attorney, Public Defender are bound to get out, cause 
resource officer. S.K. was the only Claudia Cortese, argued that the embarrassment, and raise legal 
person charged in connection with statute in question was not intended issues—is something S.K.'s 
the alleged crime. to punish minors for being featured parents, teachers, and school 

The Special Court of Appeals in pornographic materials, but admin i s t r a to r s  cou ld  have  
upheld S.K.'s conviction, ruling rather, to protect them. Punishing impressed upon her without the 
that the consensual nature of the sex S.K., as the state has attempted to heavy-handed involvement of the 
act in question was irrelevant, as do, is cruel and authoritarian. police and courts. It is draconian to 
was the fact that it was not illegal The state, on the other hand, has charge a 16-year-old girl with 
for S.K. to perform the act. Taking a asserted that S.K. needs guidance, trafficking in child pornography 
video of the act and sending it to and that probation and a mandatory because she willingly filmed 
o t h e r  p e o p l e  c o n s t i t u t e d  mental health evaluation were herself performing oral sex. 
distribution of child pornography, r ea sonab le  ou t comes ,  The  Upholding S.K.'s conviction would 
according to the court's decision. Washington Post reports: set a disturbing precedent. 

"The First Amendment to the 
jjjUnited States Constitution did not At her initial hearing, the 

White House Helps Inmates 
Get Jobs Before Release

How Experts’ False Claims 
Yield Wrongful Convictions

A 16-Year-Old Girl is Facing Child Pornography 
Charges for Making a Sex Video of Herself

CONSUMER 
ALERT

By Keith Humphreys come from outside the criminal 
justice system. The most obvious 

(Washington Post) - Crime has lever available, which is picking up 
fallen dramatically in recent steam in multiple states, is bail 
decades. The number of people in reform. States could simply 
jail for committing crimes hasn’t. mandate that individuals accused 

New Bureau of Justice Statistics o f  l o w - l e v e l  c r i m e s  a r e  
data reveal that jails held 745,200 automatically released on their 
inmates in 2017, virtually identical own recognizance before trial. 
to the 747,500 they held in 2005, J u r i s d i c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  
and significantly higher than the experimented with this approach 
584,400 they held in 1998. How have found rates of appearing at 
does the correctional system keep trial in excess of 98 percent.
jails full when there just aren’t as States could also mandate that 
many crimes as there used to be? when bail is deemed appropriate, 
By locking up an increasing the cash amounts required be 
number of people 
who are awaiting 
trial and could well 
be innocent.

The number of 
individuals held in 
jail while awaiting 
trial has soared 
45.3 percent, from 
331,800 in 1998 to 
482,000 in 2017. 
By contrast, the number of reduced so that more accused 
convicted inmates is almost the individuals could pay rather than be 
same as it was 20 years ago jailed until trial. Human beings 
(252,600 in 1998 vs. 263,200 in have at least some loss-aversion 
2017). About 95 percent of the jail that doesn’t correlate with the size 
population’s growth is thus of the loss. In other words, the 
accounted for by people who prospect of forfeiting $250 bail for 
haven’t been convicted of a crime. not appearing at trial could be 

By jailing more and more people almost as motivating as the 
who are awaiting trial, the criminal prospect of forfeiting $1,000. 
justice system can keep jails full no Cutting the monetary amounts 
matter how much crime falls. This specified in bail schedules would 
may be seen as a good thing by the upset bail bondsmen but would 
hundreds of thousands of people probably benefit the public.
who work in jails, the companies States, cities and counties should 
that supply services to jails (i.e., also consider closing or at least 
food), and the communities that downsizing jails. If the system is 
value correctional facilities as a going to find ways to keep every 
form of economic stimulus. But it’s bed full regardless of the crime 
a world-class bug from the point of rate, cutting the number of beds 
view of innocent people who are available may be the only way to 
jailed while awaiting trial, not to prevent an increasing number of 
mention taxpayers. people accused of crimes from 

Given the internal incentives to being punished as harshly as those 
keep jails full, change will have to who are actually convicted.     jjj

How jails stay full 
even as crime falls

A finding of guilt would be 
an attack on the autonomy 
and self-ownership of all 
young people...

(Photographerlondon / Dreamstime.com)

Scot Peterson

Brittany Sorey



By William Bastone busted for aggravated assault on a neighbor  in  self  defense,”  
pregnant victim, a felony that was according to court records.

(The Smoking Gun) - The false later dropped after Sorey told The complaint does not identify 
report of a brutal sexual assault set prosecutors she did not want the the men involved in the fight, or 
off a bizarre chain of events that felony case pursued. how the neighbor died. EMS 
ended with the self-defense killing After making the sexual assault dispatch audio indicates that an 
of a Florida man, according to claim in April, Sorey and her ambulance was sent to the Largo 
police. husband moved out of the Largo home around 10:23 PM to handle a 

The  fa ta l  se t  o f  apartment, but allowed trauma call.
circumstances began a male friend to stay It was only after the neighbor’s 
when Brittany Sorey, a there. In an April 20 death that Sorey admitted to police 
30-year-old mother of Facebook post, Sorey that she “fabricated the entire report 
f i v e ,  l a s t  m o n t h  informed followers that of sexual battery and  that it never 
contacted police to she was raising money happened.”
report that she had been for the Florida Council Sorey was arrested Friday 
sexually assaulted in her A g a i n s t  S e x u a l  afternoon on a single misdemeanor 
apartment in Largo, a Violence. That post, count of falsely reporting a crime. 
town outside Tampa. however, was deleted Seen in the mug shot at left, she was 

Sorey alleged that a today from Sorey’s released from the county jail late 
Hispanic man forced his page shortly after a last night after posting $150 bond.
way into her residence and TSG reporter sent her a text Sorey did not respond to TSG 
“battered her and vaginally message and left a voicemail on her messages seeking comment about 
penetrated her with a broken broom cell phone. her case. In a Facebook profile, 
handle and a box cutter.” She As detailed in a court filing, Sorey describes herself as “Wife, 
repeated this claim when later re- Sorey’s friend was in the Largo mother, step mother, medical 
interviewed by detectives. residence on May 10 when a male student. MS and Lupus warrior.” 

At the time of the purported neighbor showed up at the She reports having attended St. 
attack, Sorey and her husband apartment to “confront” Sorey and Petersburg College and Ultimate 
Gerald, 25, were living in the Largo her husband “over money issues.” Medical Academy, which offers 
home and were behind on the rent The neighbor, a detective reported, training for entry-level health care 
(which eventually precipitated an “began beating on the front door,” jobs.
eviction action). According to her apparently unaware that the couple In December, Sorey sought 
Facebook page, Sorey is the mother had moved out. contributions via Facebook so that 
of six children. With the neighbor banging on the she could purchase a van capable of 

In late-March, Sorey’s husband front door, Sorey’s friend called her carrying up to eight passengers. 
was arrested for allegedly shoving to report the disturbance. Sorey Noting that she was about to start a 
her to the ground during an responded by telling her male new job, Sorey wrote that she 
argument in their apartment. The friend that “the person knocking at “shared custody with my ex 
dispute, cops reported, was “due to the door sounded like the male that husband” and, due to her lack of a 
infidelity allegations.” During the sexually battered her,” cops noted. vehicle, was missing “some of my 
altercation, Gerald allegedly Sorey’s friend then exited the time and weekends or vacations 
menaced his wife with a Glock apartment and attempted to “take a with them” since, “I live hour and a 
handgun (which was later seized by photograph of the male subject to half away from my kids.” While 
police). give to police.” At that point, the Sorey sought to raise $6500, she 

At the time of the March 24 neighbor attacked Sorey’s friend, extracted no contributions from her 
incident, police noted, Sorey was cops say. During the ensuing online friends. 
six weeks pregnant. Gerald was confrontation, “the friend killed the jjj

(Crime Report) - The White 
House is trying to help 2,200 
federal prisoners line up work and 
housing before they are released 
next month, reports The Marshall 
Project. The release is made 
possible by the First Step Act. The 
prisoners to be let out in July are the 
largest group to be freed so far. 
Their sentences are being reduced 
under a provision effective next 
month that increases the amount of 
credit prisoners could get for good 
conduct in custody. The intent was 
to train inmates to find work and to allocate significant funding for it. The change has set free 643 federal 
screen them for any risk they might Criminal justice reforms could be inmates. With weeks remaining 
pose to public safety. set back if many prisoners reoffend before thousands more prisoners 

Advocates for the law are or if someone commits a high- are freed, the Trump administration 
concerned that the inmates aren’t profile crime. About 45 percent of has assigned the U.S. Probation 
prepared to land jobs, find housing people released from federal prison Office and the Department of Labor 
or obtain transportation from return within five years, says the to help people prepare to return 
prison to places where they will U.S. Sentencing Commission. home. White House officials are 
live. Congress has not yet funded Until now, the law’s biggest impact seeking as much help as possible 
the five-month-old law, and the has come from a provision that cut from the private sector. 
Department of Justice has failed to heavy sentences for crack cocaine. jjj
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years, the US~Observer had been the lone voice exposing this rampant issue. Our successful 
vindications are the dismissal or acquittal of more than 4,600 charges. We have also resolved many 
civil issues. These are achievements no other group, lawyer or agency can claim. 

In many cases, our clients haven't needed the use of expensive attorneys, as our investigations and 
publication are used to expose the truth to the world. It is this exposure that this, otherwise beyond 
reproach, system fears, and it works well.

We hope that every innocent victim of a false prosecution finds justice, and if you are facing false 
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(The Crime Report) - A invented odds like “one in a 
prominent factor in exonerations is million” or “1 in 129,600,” the 
misleading forensic evidence. A Registry says.
close look at such cases shows how “A lot of the problem with 
experts in fields like hair analysis, forensic testimony is that the 
bite marks and DNA analysis used diagnosticity is overstated,” said 
exaggerated statistical claims to Michigan State University law 
b o l s t e r  u n s c i e n t i f i c  
assertions, the New York 
Times reports. 

Once experts meet the 
qualifications to take the 
stand in a courtroom, there 
are few limits on the words 
that come out of their 
mouths. “[Experts] can say 
whatever they want,” said 
Simon Cole, director of the 
Na t iona l  Reg i s t ry  o f  
Exonerations, and a professor of Prof. Barbara O’Brien, author of 
Criminology, Law and Society at the report.
University of California Irvine. A hair sample at the crime scene 

The Registry reported earlier this that resembles a suspect’s hair 
month that 151 people were “gets dressed up with this scientific 
e x o n e r a t e d  d u r i n g  2 0 1 8 ,  certainty that isn’t justified,” she 
representing 1,639 years spent said. 
beh ind  ba r s  fo r  wrongfu l  The NY Times' report examines 
convictions. three examples from the study’s 

That includes offering up case files.                                 jjj
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By Katrina Pross Family Pubs, which says it is based 
i n  E d i n a  a n d  a d v e r t i s e s  

(Twin Cities Pioneer Press) - goldendoodle puppies at the 
The Better Business Bureau of website goldendoodlepuppies.us. 
Minnesota and North Dakota is That is the company the Fishers 
warning about a recent rise in sent money to. Another woman 
scams targeting people looking to reported losing $900 to the same 
buy puppies. website.

People in search of a dog have A New Jersey man lost about 
been scammed out of thousands of $1,800 after sending money to 
dollars by sending money to Frenchie Farm Bulldogs, which 
i l l eg i t ima te  webs i t e s ,  t he  said it was based in St. Paul, said 
consumer protection organization B e t t e r  B u s i n e s s  B u r e a u  
warns. The dogs are never sent. spokeswoman Bess Ellenson. 

Pamela Fisher, who lives in Again, no dog arrived. That is the 
Arkansas, said her 14-year-old largest amount lost that’s been 
daughter had saved money reported to the BBB so far.
babysitting and giving swimming Best Golden Doodle Family Pubs 
lessons to buy a puppy from one and Frenchie Farm Bulldogs could 
such scam. She lost more than not be immediately reached for 
$1,000 after being told to wire comment.
money to a company purporting to The BBB advises customers to 
be from Minnesota. The puppy meet breeders or sellers and their 
never arrived. animals in person, and to not wire 

“It was heartbreaking for my money to sellers. Customers 
daughter … she learned a lesson; should also be wary of website 
we all have,” Fisher said. claims and look out for websites 

The scammers will also try to with spelling errors, often a sign 
trick customers further. They told that they were created by 
the Fishers their dog had been sent scammers overseas.  Additionally, 
to the wrong airport, and more the BBB recommends obtaining a 
money was needed to get it to them. written contract from the seller, 
Others will charge for insurance and getting references from them.
costs or special crates for dogs that If a seller is claiming to be 
do not arrive. American Kennel Club-certified, 

Other victims have been reported contact the group at 919-233-9767 
in Minnesota and New Jersey. to verify a litter or search the club’s 

The BBB’s warning mentioned site at akc.org.
the company Best Golden Doodle jjj

Internet puppy scams 
on the rise, warns 

Better Business Bureau

‘Coward Of Broward’ Arrested: 
Former Sheriff's Deputy Who Ran 

From Mass Shooting Faces 11 Counts

By C.J. Ciaramella form of civil asset forfeiture reform over the Appleseed Center for 
past five years in response to bipartisan Law & Justice found 

(Reason) - The Alabama legislature passed a concerns that the laws have too few that Alabama law 
bill on May 30th requiring police departments protections for property owners and too many enforcement raked in 
and district attorneys to report how much perverse incentives for police departments. roughly $2.2 million 
property they seize, and how much of their Police groups, however, often oppose these through civil asset 
budget comes from forfeiture revenues. reforms. They say civil asset forfeiture is a forfeiture in 2015. In 

After passing the Alabama House and Senate vital tool to disrupt drug trafficking and other a quarter of those 
unanimously, the bill now awaits a signature organized crime by cutting off the flow of cases, representing 
from Republican Governor Kay Ivey. If signed illicit proceeds. $670,000 in seized 
into law, the bill would increase the Alabama had virtually no public reporting assets, no criminal 
transparency surrounding the contentious surrounding the practice until earlier this year charges were filed. In 
practice of civil asset forfeiture, which allows when the Alabama District Attorneys half of all asset 
police to seize property—cash, cars, even Association announced a voluntary reporting forfeiture cases that 
houses—suspected of being connected to program for civil asset forfeiture. The Institute year, the amount of 
criminal activity. for Justice, a libertarian-leaning public interest cash was $1,372 or 

Specifically, AL.com reports that law law firm that has challenged asset forfeiture police to seize property suspected of being less—too little for most people to bother hiring 
enforcement will have to report "the date of the laws in several states, gave Alabama an "F" connected to criminal activity. a lawyer to recover.
seizure, the person or entity that owned the grade for its asset forfeiture transparency. The arrest came at the same time that the Republican state Sen. Arthur Orr's bill, as 
property, a description of the property, a As a result, Alabama police have among the Almonds were trying to refinance the loans originally introduced, would have required a 
description of the suspected underlying least oversight in the country when it comes to they had taken out to start a chicken farm, and criminal conviction before property could be 
criminal activity, any arrests in connection seizing property. For example, Reason as a result, they say they missed a crucial bank forfeited. Had it passed in that form, Alabama 
with the seizure, the case numbers of the civil reported on the civil forfeiture case of Greg deadline, resulting in their house being would have joined four other states that have 
lawsuits for forfeiture of the property, the and Teresa Almond, an Alabama couple who foreclosed upon. They now live in a utility essentially abolished civil asset forfeiture.
disposition of the property, and the name of filed a federal civil rights lawsuit against the shed. However, the bill was pared down to include 
each entity receiving some of the property." Randolph County Sheriff's Office in March The Almonds' suit claims the Randolph only the new reporting requirements."The 

"This bill will go a long way toward after a 2018 drug raid upturned their lives and County Sheriff's Department used excessive original version of this bill showed the path to 
informing the people of Alabama how policing left them homeless, all for misdemeanor force; stole, lost, or failed to inventory their real reform," Robyn Hyden, executive director 
for profit affects their communities, small marijuana possession: missing property; and violated their of Alabama Arise, an organization that 
businesses, and law enforcement priorities," cons t i t u t i ona l  p ro t ec t ions  aga ins t  supports civil asset forfeiture reform, said in a 
Carla Crowder, executive director of the The search only turned up $50 or less of unreasonable searches and seizures, as well as press release. "It would have required a felony 
Alabama Appleseed Center for Law & Justice, marijuana, which the Almonds' adult son tried their right to due process. conviction before property became subject to 
said in a press statement. "Once this bill in vain to claim as his, and a single sleeping forfeiture in most cases. It also would have 
becomes law, Alabamians and our elected pill outside of a prescription bottle with Greg's A judge later dismissed the criminal charges required the state to meet a higher burden of 
leaders will finally know which law name on it. The Almonds were arrested and against the Almonds and ordered their proof in connecting property to a crime. And it 
enforcement agencies are profiting from charged with misdemeanor drug possession property returned. would have mandated a detailed, publicly 
forfeitures, how much they are taking in, and for personal use. However, deputies also Because of the lack of transparency, it's hard searchable database laying out the full scale of 
how they are using those proceeds. We look seized roughly $8,000 in cash, along with to track exactly how civil forfeiture is used in seizures in the state. These reforms are still 
forward to finally having that data." dozens of firearms and other valuables, using the state, but a 2018 report by the Southern needed, and we'll continue to fight for them.”

More than half of all states have passed some civil asset forfeiture, a practice that allows Poverty Law Center and the Alabama jjj

Alabama Passes New Transparency Requirements for Civil Asset Forfeiture

Woman’s False Rape Claim 
Led to Man’s Death

(ZeroHedge) - Former Broward absolutely nothing to mitigate the 
Sheriff's deputy Scot Peterson, 56, MSD shooting that killed 17 The records appear to support 
has been arrested and charged over children, teachers and staff and Broward Sheriff Scott Israel’s 
his failure to act during the injured 17 others," said FDLE contention that Peterson, a 
Valentine's Day mass shooting at Commissioner Rick Swearington. longtime school resource officer, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High "There can be no excuse for his should have entered Building 12 to 
School last year. engage Cruz and try to 

Peterson, who was the prevent deaths. They 
armed school resource also appear to show that 
officer at the time, faces other deputies may have 
seven counts of neglect refrained from rushing 
of a child, three counts of into the school at the 
culpable negligence and direction of Peterson 
one count of perjury and a Parkland captain. 
according to a Tuesday The response by the 
statement by the Florida agency has been the 
Department of Law subject of national 
Enforcement. He was scrutiny, and is currently 
booked into the Broward under review by the 
County main jail, and Florida Department of 
could face up to 97 years Law Enforcement. -
i n  s t a t e  p r i s o n  i f  Miami Herald
convicted, according to the Sun- complete inaction and no question 
Sentinel, which noted that his bond that his inaction cost lives." Peterson resigned before he could 
was reportedly set at $102,000. Broward County's new Sheriff be fired. In May, he wrote a 14-page 

CCTV footage from the Parkland, Gregory Tony added that Peterson's letter to the Marjory Stoneman 
FL shooting shows Peterson actions warranted "termination of Douglas High School Public Safety 
approach the high school building employment and criminal charges. Commission insisting that he was 
in a golf cart as gunman Nikolas According to the FDLE, Peterson simply following his training. 
Cruz massacred 17 students and refused to investigate the source of "I assessed the situation and acted 
staff members. Peterson then gunshots during the shooting and accordingly to the real-time 
hopped off, unholstered his gun, retreated while victims were being intelligence I assessed on the 
and ran behind a concrete wall for shot. Peterson also told law scene," wrote Peterson, adding that 
cover. enforcement who had just arrived he was "in compliance with the 

"The FDLE investigation shows to remain 500 feet from the Broward Sheriff’s Office Active 
former Deputy Peterson did building. Shooter Policy.”                       jjj

prosecutor said the state was not 
"trying to prove a point in going 
forward with this case," but that 
"the state believes that the 
respondent is in need of some 
guidance, rehabilitation for 

By Robby Soave something deeper" and "is just 
trying to help her."

(Reason) - Maryland's highest protect conduct of a minor who Because her case on the 
court will soon decide whether a distributed a digital video file of distribution of child pornography 
16-year-old girl, "S.K.," can face herself engaged as a subject in was in juvenile court, the teen never 
child pornography charges for consensual sexual conduct," wrote faced a mandatory sentence or the 
taking a video of herself performing the court. possibility of having to register as a 
a sex act and sending it to a few of The Maryland Court of Appeals' sex offender. She was put on 
her close friends. ruling is expected later this year. probation and referred for a mental 

S.K. shared the video, in which The court, which is Maryland's health evaluation.
she performs consensual oral sex on equivalent of a state supreme court, 
an unidentified male, with two heard oral arguments in February. That teens shouldn't send sexy 
close friends and fellow students, The proceedings are recorded here. videos to each other—because they 
who later reported her to the school S.K.'s attorney, Public Defender are bound to get out, cause 
resource officer. S.K. was the only Claudia Cortese, argued that the embarrassment, and raise legal 
person charged in connection with statute in question was not intended issues—is something S.K.'s 
the alleged crime. to punish minors for being featured parents, teachers, and school 

The Special Court of Appeals in pornographic materials, but admin i s t r a to r s  cou ld  have  
upheld S.K.'s conviction, ruling rather, to protect them. Punishing impressed upon her without the 
that the consensual nature of the sex S.K., as the state has attempted to heavy-handed involvement of the 
act in question was irrelevant, as do, is cruel and authoritarian. police and courts. It is draconian to 
was the fact that it was not illegal The state, on the other hand, has charge a 16-year-old girl with 
for S.K. to perform the act. Taking a asserted that S.K. needs guidance, trafficking in child pornography 
video of the act and sending it to and that probation and a mandatory because she willingly filmed 
o t h e r  p e o p l e  c o n s t i t u t e d  mental health evaluation were herself performing oral sex. 
distribution of child pornography, r ea sonab le  ou t comes ,  The  Upholding S.K.'s conviction would 
according to the court's decision. Washington Post reports: set a disturbing precedent. 

"The First Amendment to the 
jjjUnited States Constitution did not At her initial hearing, the 

White House Helps Inmates 
Get Jobs Before Release

How Experts’ False Claims 
Yield Wrongful Convictions

A 16-Year-Old Girl is Facing Child Pornography 
Charges for Making a Sex Video of Herself

CONSUMER 
ALERT

By Keith Humphreys come from outside the criminal 
justice system. The most obvious 

(Washington Post) - Crime has lever available, which is picking up 
fallen dramatically in recent steam in multiple states, is bail 
decades. The number of people in reform. States could simply 
jail for committing crimes hasn’t. mandate that individuals accused 

New Bureau of Justice Statistics o f  l o w - l e v e l  c r i m e s  a r e  
data reveal that jails held 745,200 automatically released on their 
inmates in 2017, virtually identical own recognizance before trial. 
to the 747,500 they held in 2005, J u r i s d i c t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  
and significantly higher than the experimented with this approach 
584,400 they held in 1998. How have found rates of appearing at 
does the correctional system keep trial in excess of 98 percent.
jails full when there just aren’t as States could also mandate that 
many crimes as there used to be? when bail is deemed appropriate, 
By locking up an increasing the cash amounts required be 
number of people 
who are awaiting 
trial and could well 
be innocent.

The number of 
individuals held in 
jail while awaiting 
trial has soared 
45.3 percent, from 
331,800 in 1998 to 
482,000 in 2017. 
By contrast, the number of reduced so that more accused 
convicted inmates is almost the individuals could pay rather than be 
same as it was 20 years ago jailed until trial. Human beings 
(252,600 in 1998 vs. 263,200 in have at least some loss-aversion 
2017). About 95 percent of the jail that doesn’t correlate with the size 
population’s growth is thus of the loss. In other words, the 
accounted for by people who prospect of forfeiting $250 bail for 
haven’t been convicted of a crime. not appearing at trial could be 

By jailing more and more people almost as motivating as the 
who are awaiting trial, the criminal prospect of forfeiting $1,000. 
justice system can keep jails full no Cutting the monetary amounts 
matter how much crime falls. This specified in bail schedules would 
may be seen as a good thing by the upset bail bondsmen but would 
hundreds of thousands of people probably benefit the public.
who work in jails, the companies States, cities and counties should 
that supply services to jails (i.e., also consider closing or at least 
food), and the communities that downsizing jails. If the system is 
value correctional facilities as a going to find ways to keep every 
form of economic stimulus. But it’s bed full regardless of the crime 
a world-class bug from the point of rate, cutting the number of beds 
view of innocent people who are available may be the only way to 
jailed while awaiting trial, not to prevent an increasing number of 
mention taxpayers. people accused of crimes from 

Given the internal incentives to being punished as harshly as those 
keep jails full, change will have to who are actually convicted.     jjj

How jails stay full 
even as crime falls

A finding of guilt would be 
an attack on the autonomy 
and self-ownership of all 
young people...

(Photographerlondon / Dreamstime.com)

Scot Peterson

Brittany Sorey
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Two Words Can describe the novel 
Guardians of the Backwater: 
Deep Intel!

Read about information 
derived on-location in 
one of America’s 
secret Intelligence 
“retirement” 
communities.

Available at: 

amazon.com and 
barnesandnoble.com

By William Anderson, Anthony Stair their costs, just as most sensible people do. being better off afterward, while in the courts, another matter with the local chief of a 
one party will be better off and the other will be government agency. In spending more money 

[Adapted from "Protected Lying: How the Those costs, he pointed out, included costs of worse off. Rothbard writes about government he can, very often at least, improve the result of 
Legal Doctrine of 'Absolute Immunity' Has making mistakes, costs of enforcement, and intervention: his conduct of affairs. Thrift must be imposed 
Created a 'Lemons Problem' in American political costs. Those firms being regulated, he on him by regimentation.
Criminal Courts" in the Spring 2018 issue of noted, also had goals that were well outside On the market,…, there can be no such thing 
the Quarterly  Journal  of  Austrian what the public perception of regulation was as exploitation. But the thesis of an inherent While no one doubts that even prosecutors 
Economics.] supposed to be. Writes Yandle: conflict of interest is true whenever the State or face scarcity constraints (even though critics 

anyone else wielding force intervenes on the may say prosecutors have “unlimited” 
(Mises.org) - In his famous speech to a They want protection from competition, from market. For then the intervener gains at the resources), nonetheless there is an economic 

gathering of federal prosecutors in 1940, technological change, and from losses that expense of the subjects who lose in utility. On calculation issue facing a defendant that 
Attorney General Robert Jackson reminded threaten profits and jobs. A carefully the market all is harmony. But as soon as prosecutors do not share. Because individuals 
his audience that their job was to do justice. He constructed regulation can accomplish all intervention appears on the scene, conflict is charged with crimes are expected to pay for 
declared: “While the prosecutor at his best is kinds of anticompetitive goals of this sort, created, for each person or group may their own representation—or face the tender 
one of the most beneficent forces in our society, while giving the citizenry the impression that participate in a scramble to be a net gainer mercies of an overworked public defender that 
when he acts from malice or other base the only goal is to serve the public interest. rather than a net loser—to be part of the is unlikely to offer an adequate defense—they 
motives, he is one of the worst.” With intervening team, as it were, rather than one of are likely to face resource problems. 
apologies to George Stigler, one suspects that Most of the regulation literature focuses the victims. Prosecutors, on the other hand, are using 
such a speech from a modern U.S. attorney upon the relationship between government resources of others and face a much different 
general to prosecutors would be met with and private firms that government agents Prosecutors generally are winners in their calculus than do defendants. Mises explains, at 
“uproarious laughter.” regulate, but while courts are entirely interactions with people who are accused of least in part, the process:

Jackson continued: government entities and the analogies between crimes, and given the high conviction rates and 
the various players in the courts and those in the high rates of plea bargains (that serve as In public administration there is no market 

Nothing better can come out of this meeting the regulated marketplace are not exactly the convictions), prosecutors benefit well from price for achievements. This makes it 
of law enforcement officers than a same, nonetheless there are similarities. First, the existing system. This does not mean that indispensable to operate public offices 
rededication to the spirit of fair play and and most important, as Robert McCormick society as a whole benefits from how the according to principles entirely different from 
decency that should animate the federal and Robert Tollison write, all of those who courts operate, however, and when innocent those applied under the profit motive.
prosecutor. Your positions are of such inde- take part in the systems — both markets and in people are convicted and the courts and Now we are in a position to provide a 
pendence and importance that while you are government — are self-interested individuals: prosecutors refuse to rectify the errors, not definition of bureaucratic management: 
being diligent, strict, and vigorous in law only are the wrongfully-convicted individuals Bureaucratic management is the method 
enforcement you can also afford to be just. They (government  employees  and done irreparable harm, but also family and applied in the conduct of administrative 
Although the government technically loses its politicians) are economic agents who respond loved ones of the victim. Furthermore, every affairs the result of which has no cash value on 
case, it has really won if justice has been to their institutional environment in refusal to correct official wrongdoing that the market. Remember: we do not say that a 
done. (Emphasis ours) predictable ways, and their actions can be goes unpunished (and that is nearly every one successful handling of public affairs has no 

analyzed in much the same way as economists of those cases) creates perverse incentives for value, but that it has no price on the market, 
The modern standards that the American Bar analyze the actions of participants in the prosecutors and judges to do more of the same. that its value cannot be realized in a market 

Association lays out for prosecutors show that market processes. As we have emphasized before, for all of the transaction and consequently cannot be 
at least some of Jackson’s idealism has not talk about how prosecutors “serve society,” the expressed in terms of money.
disappeared. Parts (a) and (b) of Standard 3- If one can compare the actions of prosecutors system is one in which many of the actors, 
1.2 of the ABA’s Fourth Edition of the to business owners, one can apply Murray such as prosecutors, gain individually from the As Mises points out, market prices and 
Criminal Justice Standards for the Rothbard’s analysis that individuals will seek system, but the benefits to others are not as behavior will at best impose only partial 
Prosecutorial Function declare: to gain psychic gains and also can suffer clear. While it is true that most people would constraints upon the bureaucrat’s actions, and 

psychic losses. There is one important benefit with dangerous and violent criminals given that the kind of economic calculation 
(a)  The prosecutor is an administrator of difference, however: Should the individuals in being punished and “taken off the street,” that constrains entrepreneurs and capitalists 

justice, a zealous advocate, and an officer of private business — entrepreneurs and the close to half of people in prison are there not does not fully restrain prosecutors, the system 
the court.  The prosecutor’s office should capitalists — engage in error or disseminate for violent crimes like robbery, rape, and then requires restraints of another kind 
exercise sound discretion and independent false information over time, they well may murder but rather for using or distributing imposed by a political process or the whims of 
judgment in the performance of the suffer real economic drugs such as marijuana an administrator. However, as Yandle notes, 
prosecution function. losses, losing their own or cocaine. While one the regulator is interested in minimizing his 

(b)  The primary duty of the prosecutor is to resources. can argue whether or not own costs, not to mention reluctant to limit the 
seek justice within the bounds of the law, not Prosecutors, on the such substances should power of his office. In other words, there are 
merely to convict. The prosecutor serves the other hand, use state- be legal, nonetheless plenty of reasons for those who either 
public interest and should act with integrity owned resources, are u s a g e  o f  t h e s e  supervise the prosecutor or are able to impose 
and balanced judgment to increase public protected from their own substances does not discipline for prosecutorial misconduct to 
safety both by pursuing appropriate criminal personal losses by both necessarily post a threat shirk their assigned duties, as to do so in the 
charges of appropriate severity, and by the legal doctrine of to the lives and property long run would diminish the power of the 
exercising discretion to not pursue criminal absolute immunity and of others. prosecutor’s office, thus reducing all of their 
charges in appropriate circumstances. The the refusal of the so- Ludwig von Mises authority.
prosecutor should seek to protect the innocent c a l l e d  w a t c h d o g  provides a number of While this paper does not advocate reform 
and convict the guilty, consider the interests of agencies such as state i n s i g h t s  i n t o  for prosecutorial offices, nonetheless it is clear 
victims and witnesses, and respect the b a r  d i s c i p l i n e  bureaucratic mind. For that the denial of using the tort system takes 
constitutional and legal rights of all persons, committees to hold the purposes of this away the one remedy that one wronged by a 
including suspects and defendants. prosecutors accountable paper, we look at the prosecutor directly can take against his false 

for lawbreaking and “justice” system as a accuser. Every other remedy—from other 
This clearly is not the American criminal o t h e r  w r o n g d o i n g .  bureaucracy, as opposed prosecutors charging the offending prosecutor 

justice system described in sections I and III of Fu r the rmore ,  t he i r  to dealing with whether with a crime to the state bar imposing 
this paper, but explaining why this is the actions force others to o r  n o t  e l e c t e d  discipline up to taking away the prosecutor’s 
current situation requires something much use their own resources, prosecutors  behave law license—requires those who are 
different than exhorting the players in the and when prosecutors d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  government officials and also have a vested 
system to “serve the public.” If there is target business owners, appointed prosecutors, a interest in preserving their own power and 
anything clear, the players in the system, from losses and occasional bankruptcies follow. subject for later research. Commenting on the authority to do something that in the long run 
police to prosecutors to the judges do not serve Chris Calton reinforces this point by likening differences between private enterprise and a undermines their own power.
the interests of the “public,” but rather their the courts to a commons or, more specifically, bureaucratic office, Mises writes: Such a state of affairs should surprise no one. 
own interests. a “public good” that is owned by the state, and Mises notes in Bureaucracy that one cannot 

Economists in the Austrian and Public the government players have no incentive to The objectives of public administration really reform the bureaucratic insti-tutions 
Choice camps should not be surprised at this economize on resources financed by cannot be measured in money terms and other than try to limit their influences. He 
situation. Bruce Yandle wrote of his taxpayers. He writes: cannot be checked by accountancy methods. pointed out that bureaucracies cannot run an 
experience with the Federal  Trade Take a nation-wide police system like the F.B.I. economy with any success or replace a market. 
Commission and how oblivious its staff Because the government holds a monopoly There is no yardstick available that could Likewise, one cannot impose “market-based” 
economists seemed to be to the problems of on the justice system in the United States, establish whether the expenses incurred by reforms upon bureaucracies; people charged 
regulatory issues. He writes: courtrooms are treated as public goods. For one of its regional or local branches were not with crimes cannot refuse to submit to 

public goods, costs are socialized, so there is excessive. The expenditures of a police station prosecutors and the courts, and average 
Not only does government rarely accomplish no individual cost to using this resource. From are not reimbursed by its successful citizens have no power over the system other 

its stated goals at lowest cost, but often its the perspective of the criminals, of course, this management and do not vary in proportion to than to serve on juries and, on occasion, 
regulators seem dedicated to choosing the seems like a no-brainer—a defendant is hardly the success attained. If the head of the whole impose their own form of “justice” through 
highest-cost approach they can find. Because going to pay the cost of his own conviction. But bureau were to leave his subordinate station jury nullification.
of all this, I and others in academia became the socialized costs of courtrooms remove the chiefs a free hand with regard to money By creating an atmosphere in which 
convinced years ago that a massive program incentive to economize for two specific groups expenditure, the result would be a large prosecutors nearly are invulnerable to legal 
in economic education was needed to save the of people: legislators and police officers. increase in costs as every one of them would be accountability, the courts also have unleashed 
world from regulation. If we economists could zealous to improve the service of his branch as a situation in which F.A. Hayek described as 
just teach the regulators a little supply and Calton explains that legislators can expand much as possible. It would become impossible one in which “the worst get on top.” 
demand, countless billions of dollars would be the criminal code to look “tough on crime” for the top executive to keep the expenditures Hayek—as well as Austrian economists such 
saved. without having to use their own resources, within the appropriations allocated by the as Mises and Rothbard—warned that a 

while police gain from making more arrests, representatives of the people or within any collectivist system is more than likely to 
As he received his “education” in even though most of the people they collar are limits whatever. It is not because of empower people who are more likely than not 

bureaucratic thinking, however, Yandle came likely to be non-violent lawbreakers. To put it punctiliousness that the administrative to abuse that power. He writes:
to realize that the regulatory dynamic was not another way, the gains for the government regulations fix how much can be spent by each 
what he originally had imagined. He players in the system, including police, local office for cleaning the premises, for The principle that the end justifies the means 
continues: prosecutors, judges, and lawmakers are furniture repairs, and for lighting and heating. is in individualist ethics regarded as the denial 

private while the costs themselves are Within a business concern such things can be of all morals. In collectivist ethics it becomes 
…instead of assuming that regulators really socialized. left without hesitation to the discretion of the necessarily the supreme rule; there is literally 

intended to minimize costs but somehow While we use market analysis, nonetheless, responsible local manager. He will not spend nothing which the consistent collectivist must 
proceeded to make crazy mistakes, I began to we emphasize again that courts are not more than necessary because it is, as it were, not be prepared to do if it serves “the good of 
assume that they were not trying to minimize markets, and that plea bargain sessions are not his money; if he wastes the concern’s money, the whole,” because the “good of the whole” 
costs at all—at least not the costs I had been exercises in mutual exchange. In economic he jeopardizes the branch’s profit and thereby is to him the only criterion of what ought to be 
concerned with. They were trying to minimize exchanges, all parties involved anticipate indirectly hurts his own interests. But it is done.                                                         jjj

By Ronald Bailey
The Index represents the ratio of 

(Reason) - Good news: The Earth the change in population over the 
was 518.98 percent more abundant change in the time price, times 100. 
last year than it was in 1980. It has a base year of 1980 and a 

So says the latest edition of the base value of 100. In 2018, the 
Simon Abundance Index, which Index reached a level of 618.98. 
tracks the relative availability of 50 That is to say that the Earth was 
fundamental commodities over 518.98 percent more abundant in 
time. The index, which was first 2018 than it was in 1980. The 
unveiled last year by Marian Tupy compounded growth rate of 
of the Cato Institute and Gale abundance came to 3.44 percent 
Pooley  of  Br igham Young per annum, which means that the 
University–Hawaii, was inspired affordability of our basket of 
by economist Julian Simon's commodities doubled every 20.49 
famous win over population years.
bomber Paul Ehrlich in 
a bet on whether the Back in 1981,  
prices of a basket of S i m o n  a r g u e d  
n o n - r e n e w a b l e  compellingly that 
resources would human minds are 
rise or fall between t h e  u l t i m a t e  
1980 and 1990. resource. "There is 
They fell by more than n o  p h y s i c a l  o r  
50 percent, and in 1990 economic reason," he 
Ehrlich mailed Simon a check for wrote, "why human resourcefulness 
$576.07. and enterprise cannot forever 

In constructing the index, Tupy continue to respond to impending 
and Pooley first measure the "time shortages and existing problems 
price" of that basket of 50 with new expedients that, after an 
commodities—that is, the amount adjustment period, leave us better 
of time that a person has to work in off than before the problem arose."
order to earn enough money to buy Tupy and Pooley confirm Simon's 
something. They calculate this by insight by noting that between 1980 
multiplying the World Bank's and 2018, the world's population 
average global GDP per person with increased by 71.2 percent. The time 
the Conference Board's estimate of price of commodities fell by 72.3 
annual hours worked. Tupy and percent. Consequently, the time 
Pooley find that from 1980 and price of commodities declined by 
2018, the average time price of the 1.016 percent for every 1 percent 
basket of 50 basic commodities fell increase in the world's population. 
by 72.3 percent. In other words, the In other words, over the last 38 
time it took to earn enough money years, every additional human 
to buy one unit in that basket of being born on our planet appears to 
commodities in 1980 bought 3.62 h a v e  m a d e  r e s o u r c e s  
units in 2018. proportionately more plentiful for 

Tupy and Pooley then use the time the rest of us.
price of the commodities and the Disclosure: Marian Tupy and I 
change in global population to are co-authors of the forthcoming 
e s t i m a t e  o v e r a l l  r e s o u r c e  book Ten Global Trends Every 
abundance. In their words: Smart Person Should Know.     jjj

Earth Is Nearly 520%
More Abundant Now 

Than in 1980

language of the new McCarthyism.” his professor job, only his dean job.
In other words, people call So I said to Dershowitz: “Don’t 

themselves “victims,” knowing they students have a right to say, ‘Look, 
can get results they want by saying we're living with this guy. He creeps 
they are traumatized by the presence us out because of what he does. Get 

By of their enemies. Schools and other somebody else’?”
John Stossel businesses, wanting to avoid “If they could say that,” replied 

protracted fights and accusations of Dershowitz, “they could say it about 
(Townhall) - “I don't feel safe,” sexism, racism or “insensitivity,” somebody who supports Donald 

says a Harvard student in a video. rush to comply with activists’ Trump for president, somebody who 
What threatens her? The is a Muslim, who's gay, 

dean of her Harvard who's Jewish, you name it.”
dormitory, law professor S u l l i v a n ,  w h o  l i k e  
Ronald Sullivan, agreed to Dershowitz has defended 
be part of accused sexual clients considered monsters 
h a r a s s e r  H a r v e y  by the general public, has 
Weinstein’s legal defense long argued, “For the rights 
team. of all of us... to be protected, 

Sullivan and his wife we have to live in a system 
w e r e  d e a n s  o f  t h e  where  we  v igorous ly,  
dormitory for years, but no vigorously defend the 
matter. Now the professor guilty.”
is apparently an evil threat. “You get the right to 

A group calling itself counsel no matter how 
“Our Harvard Can Do despicable you are thought 
Better” demanded Sullivan to be,” explains Dershowitz. 
be removed from his dean “These students would have 
job. fired John Adams. They 

Sullivan is black, but would have not allowed him 
black activists joined the to come to the Constitutional 
protest ,  too.  On the Convention or write the 
videotape, one says, “Dean Sullivan wishes. Declaration of Independence 
told me to my face that I should view Dershowitz is mad about what's because he defended the people who 
his representation of Harvey happened at his school: “The mantra were accused of the Boston 
Weinstein as a good thing because of the day is ‘We feel unsafe.’ Well, Massacre.”
that representation will trickle down that’s just too bad! Learn to deal The new McCarthyism requires 
to black men like me who constantly with it. You’re going to have to live in that everyone bow to demands of 
face an unjust justice system.” the real world in which your “victims.” That’s a lot of people.

Seems reasonable to me. But the neighbors, friends, relatives are On the videotape, one student says 
privileged Harvard students laugh going to disagree with you. If you she worries not just about her own 
and clap when the protester goes on start using the criteria of ‘unsafe’ in safety, but the well-being of 
to say, “F--- that!” your life, you're going to be a “survivors, transgender and gender 

Colleges don’t show much courage failure.” nonconforming people, BGLTQ 
when pushed by student activists. Worse, he adds, “You're going to p e o p l e ,  u n d o c u m e n t e d ,  
Harvard administrators removed impose restrictions on the rest of DACAmented and TPS people, 
Sullivan and his wife from the us.” indigenous people, first generation 
residence hall. I told Dershowitz that the students low-income people...”

Do the students really “feel protesting Sullivan were mostly I don't even know what some of 
unsafe”? young women. Some had been those words mean.

“They’re lying,” says Harvard law sexual ly  assaul ted .  Isn’t  i t  Most of us want to protect genuine 
professor Alan Dershowitz in my reasonable that they not be reminded victims. But it makes little sense that 
newest video. “Anybody who says of that? America, a country where even poor 
they feel unsafe in the presence of a “No, it’s not reasonable not to people live longer and better lives 
lawyer and his wife are looking you want to face the reality that due than almost anyone in history, has 
in the eye and committing the process requires that everybody be become a place where spoiled 
equivalent of perjury. They don’t feel represented,” replied Dershowitz. children paying $60,000 tuition 
unsafe. They’ve learned the Harvard didn’t fire Sullivan from consider themselves “victims.” jjj

‘Victims’ Dictate

(BBC) - A former policeman in the US state emotional statement addressed directly to her. involving white officers and black 
of Minnesota has been sentenced to 12 years “Dear Justine, I miss you so much every day, victims.
and six months in prison for fatally shooting an every moment,” he said. “I don’t understand Activists outside the courthouse of 
unarmed woman who was how such a thing could happen his sentencing carried signs reading 
trying to report a possible to you and to us.” “No double standard” and “NOOR: 
crime. Noor is the first Minnesota Victim of Identity Politics.”

Mohamed Noor shot Justine police officer to be found Noor said he opened fire on the 40-
Ruszczyk Damond as she guilty of murder for an on-duty year-old yoga instructor because he 
approached his patrol car to shooting. At his sentencing on feared that he and his partner were 
report a possible rape behind Friday,  the 33-year-old being ambushed.
her Minneapolis home in July apologized for taking Ms He said he made the “split-second 
2017. Damond’s life. decision” after hearing a loud bang and 

He said the shooting was a “I caused this tragedy and it seeing Ms Damond with her right arm raised. to marry a month after the shooting.
mistake. is my burden,” he told the The police officers had been called to the She had adopted the surname of her fiancé, 

In court, Ms Damond's father, court. “I wish though that I area to respond to a 911 call made by Ms Don Damond, ahead of their wedding.
John Ruszczyk, called the could relieve that burden Damond about the suspected sexual assault. Her death drew international criticism, with 
killing “an obscene act by an others feel from the loss that I Noor was convicted in April of second- Australia’s then-Prime Minister Malcolm 
agent of the state”. caused. I cannot, and that is a degree manslaughter and third-degree murder, Turnbull describing it as “inexplicable”.

“Justine’s death has left me troubling reality for me.” but acquitted of the most serious charge of Her family was promised $20m (£15.5m) in 
incomplete - it is as if I have lost a limb or a Some in the Somali-American community - second-degree murder with intent to kill. compensation by the US city of Minneapolis 
leg,” he said in an impact statement. Noor is Somali - have argued that the case was Ms Damond, a US-Australian dual citizen last month. 

Ms Damond's fiancee, Don Damond, read an treated differently than police shootings originally from Sydney, was engaged and due jjj

Justine Damond: US policeman jailed for Australian’s murder

Illustration by Martha Stroud and Bill Campling / The Tennessean)
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By William Anderson, Anthony Stair their costs, just as most sensible people do. being better off afterward, while in the courts, another matter with the local chief of a 
one party will be better off and the other will be government agency. In spending more money 

[Adapted from "Protected Lying: How the Those costs, he pointed out, included costs of worse off. Rothbard writes about government he can, very often at least, improve the result of 
Legal Doctrine of 'Absolute Immunity' Has making mistakes, costs of enforcement, and intervention: his conduct of affairs. Thrift must be imposed 
Created a 'Lemons Problem' in American political costs. Those firms being regulated, he on him by regimentation.
Criminal Courts" in the Spring 2018 issue of noted, also had goals that were well outside On the market,…, there can be no such thing 
the Quarterly  Journal  of  Austrian what the public perception of regulation was as exploitation. But the thesis of an inherent While no one doubts that even prosecutors 
Economics.] supposed to be. Writes Yandle: conflict of interest is true whenever the State or face scarcity constraints (even though critics 

anyone else wielding force intervenes on the may say prosecutors have “unlimited” 
(Mises.org) - In his famous speech to a They want protection from competition, from market. For then the intervener gains at the resources), nonetheless there is an economic 

gathering of federal prosecutors in 1940, technological change, and from losses that expense of the subjects who lose in utility. On calculation issue facing a defendant that 
Attorney General Robert Jackson reminded threaten profits and jobs. A carefully the market all is harmony. But as soon as prosecutors do not share. Because individuals 
his audience that their job was to do justice. He constructed regulation can accomplish all intervention appears on the scene, conflict is charged with crimes are expected to pay for 
declared: “While the prosecutor at his best is kinds of anticompetitive goals of this sort, created, for each person or group may their own representation—or face the tender 
one of the most beneficent forces in our society, while giving the citizenry the impression that participate in a scramble to be a net gainer mercies of an overworked public defender that 
when he acts from malice or other base the only goal is to serve the public interest. rather than a net loser—to be part of the is unlikely to offer an adequate defense—they 
motives, he is one of the worst.” With intervening team, as it were, rather than one of are likely to face resource problems. 
apologies to George Stigler, one suspects that Most of the regulation literature focuses the victims. Prosecutors, on the other hand, are using 
such a speech from a modern U.S. attorney upon the relationship between government resources of others and face a much different 
general to prosecutors would be met with and private firms that government agents Prosecutors generally are winners in their calculus than do defendants. Mises explains, at 
“uproarious laughter.” regulate, but while courts are entirely interactions with people who are accused of least in part, the process:

Jackson continued: government entities and the analogies between crimes, and given the high conviction rates and 
the various players in the courts and those in the high rates of plea bargains (that serve as In public administration there is no market 

Nothing better can come out of this meeting the regulated marketplace are not exactly the convictions), prosecutors benefit well from price for achievements. This makes it 
of law enforcement officers than a same, nonetheless there are similarities. First, the existing system. This does not mean that indispensable to operate public offices 
rededication to the spirit of fair play and and most important, as Robert McCormick society as a whole benefits from how the according to principles entirely different from 
decency that should animate the federal and Robert Tollison write, all of those who courts operate, however, and when innocent those applied under the profit motive.
prosecutor. Your positions are of such inde- take part in the systems — both markets and in people are convicted and the courts and Now we are in a position to provide a 
pendence and importance that while you are government — are self-interested individuals: prosecutors refuse to rectify the errors, not definition of bureaucratic management: 
being diligent, strict, and vigorous in law only are the wrongfully-convicted individuals Bureaucratic management is the method 
enforcement you can also afford to be just. They (government  employees  and done irreparable harm, but also family and applied in the conduct of administrative 
Although the government technically loses its politicians) are economic agents who respond loved ones of the victim. Furthermore, every affairs the result of which has no cash value on 
case, it has really won if justice has been to their institutional environment in refusal to correct official wrongdoing that the market. Remember: we do not say that a 
done. (Emphasis ours) predictable ways, and their actions can be goes unpunished (and that is nearly every one successful handling of public affairs has no 

analyzed in much the same way as economists of those cases) creates perverse incentives for value, but that it has no price on the market, 
The modern standards that the American Bar analyze the actions of participants in the prosecutors and judges to do more of the same. that its value cannot be realized in a market 

Association lays out for prosecutors show that market processes. As we have emphasized before, for all of the transaction and consequently cannot be 
at least some of Jackson’s idealism has not talk about how prosecutors “serve society,” the expressed in terms of money.
disappeared. Parts (a) and (b) of Standard 3- If one can compare the actions of prosecutors system is one in which many of the actors, 
1.2 of the ABA’s Fourth Edition of the to business owners, one can apply Murray such as prosecutors, gain individually from the As Mises points out, market prices and 
Criminal Justice Standards for the Rothbard’s analysis that individuals will seek system, but the benefits to others are not as behavior will at best impose only partial 
Prosecutorial Function declare: to gain psychic gains and also can suffer clear. While it is true that most people would constraints upon the bureaucrat’s actions, and 

psychic losses. There is one important benefit with dangerous and violent criminals given that the kind of economic calculation 
(a)  The prosecutor is an administrator of difference, however: Should the individuals in being punished and “taken off the street,” that constrains entrepreneurs and capitalists 

justice, a zealous advocate, and an officer of private business — entrepreneurs and the close to half of people in prison are there not does not fully restrain prosecutors, the system 
the court.  The prosecutor’s office should capitalists — engage in error or disseminate for violent crimes like robbery, rape, and then requires restraints of another kind 
exercise sound discretion and independent false information over time, they well may murder but rather for using or distributing imposed by a political process or the whims of 
judgment in the performance of the suffer real economic drugs such as marijuana an administrator. However, as Yandle notes, 
prosecution function. losses, losing their own or cocaine. While one the regulator is interested in minimizing his 

(b)  The primary duty of the prosecutor is to resources. can argue whether or not own costs, not to mention reluctant to limit the 
seek justice within the bounds of the law, not Prosecutors, on the such substances should power of his office. In other words, there are 
merely to convict. The prosecutor serves the other hand, use state- be legal, nonetheless plenty of reasons for those who either 
public interest and should act with integrity owned resources, are u s a g e  o f  t h e s e  supervise the prosecutor or are able to impose 
and balanced judgment to increase public protected from their own substances does not discipline for prosecutorial misconduct to 
safety both by pursuing appropriate criminal personal losses by both necessarily post a threat shirk their assigned duties, as to do so in the 
charges of appropriate severity, and by the legal doctrine of to the lives and property long run would diminish the power of the 
exercising discretion to not pursue criminal absolute immunity and of others. prosecutor’s office, thus reducing all of their 
charges in appropriate circumstances. The the refusal of the so- Ludwig von Mises authority.
prosecutor should seek to protect the innocent c a l l e d  w a t c h d o g  provides a number of While this paper does not advocate reform 
and convict the guilty, consider the interests of agencies such as state i n s i g h t s  i n t o  for prosecutorial offices, nonetheless it is clear 
victims and witnesses, and respect the b a r  d i s c i p l i n e  bureaucratic mind. For that the denial of using the tort system takes 
constitutional and legal rights of all persons, committees to hold the purposes of this away the one remedy that one wronged by a 
including suspects and defendants. prosecutors accountable paper, we look at the prosecutor directly can take against his false 

for lawbreaking and “justice” system as a accuser. Every other remedy—from other 
This clearly is not the American criminal o t h e r  w r o n g d o i n g .  bureaucracy, as opposed prosecutors charging the offending prosecutor 

justice system described in sections I and III of Fu r the rmore ,  t he i r  to dealing with whether with a crime to the state bar imposing 
this paper, but explaining why this is the actions force others to o r  n o t  e l e c t e d  discipline up to taking away the prosecutor’s 
current situation requires something much use their own resources, prosecutors  behave law license—requires those who are 
different than exhorting the players in the and when prosecutors d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  government officials and also have a vested 
system to “serve the public.” If there is target business owners, appointed prosecutors, a interest in preserving their own power and 
anything clear, the players in the system, from losses and occasional bankruptcies follow. subject for later research. Commenting on the authority to do something that in the long run 
police to prosecutors to the judges do not serve Chris Calton reinforces this point by likening differences between private enterprise and a undermines their own power.
the interests of the “public,” but rather their the courts to a commons or, more specifically, bureaucratic office, Mises writes: Such a state of affairs should surprise no one. 
own interests. a “public good” that is owned by the state, and Mises notes in Bureaucracy that one cannot 

Economists in the Austrian and Public the government players have no incentive to The objectives of public administration really reform the bureaucratic insti-tutions 
Choice camps should not be surprised at this economize on resources financed by cannot be measured in money terms and other than try to limit their influences. He 
situation. Bruce Yandle wrote of his taxpayers. He writes: cannot be checked by accountancy methods. pointed out that bureaucracies cannot run an 
experience with the Federal  Trade Take a nation-wide police system like the F.B.I. economy with any success or replace a market. 
Commission and how oblivious its staff Because the government holds a monopoly There is no yardstick available that could Likewise, one cannot impose “market-based” 
economists seemed to be to the problems of on the justice system in the United States, establish whether the expenses incurred by reforms upon bureaucracies; people charged 
regulatory issues. He writes: courtrooms are treated as public goods. For one of its regional or local branches were not with crimes cannot refuse to submit to 

public goods, costs are socialized, so there is excessive. The expenditures of a police station prosecutors and the courts, and average 
Not only does government rarely accomplish no individual cost to using this resource. From are not reimbursed by its successful citizens have no power over the system other 

its stated goals at lowest cost, but often its the perspective of the criminals, of course, this management and do not vary in proportion to than to serve on juries and, on occasion, 
regulators seem dedicated to choosing the seems like a no-brainer—a defendant is hardly the success attained. If the head of the whole impose their own form of “justice” through 
highest-cost approach they can find. Because going to pay the cost of his own conviction. But bureau were to leave his subordinate station jury nullification.
of all this, I and others in academia became the socialized costs of courtrooms remove the chiefs a free hand with regard to money By creating an atmosphere in which 
convinced years ago that a massive program incentive to economize for two specific groups expenditure, the result would be a large prosecutors nearly are invulnerable to legal 
in economic education was needed to save the of people: legislators and police officers. increase in costs as every one of them would be accountability, the courts also have unleashed 
world from regulation. If we economists could zealous to improve the service of his branch as a situation in which F.A. Hayek described as 
just teach the regulators a little supply and Calton explains that legislators can expand much as possible. It would become impossible one in which “the worst get on top.” 
demand, countless billions of dollars would be the criminal code to look “tough on crime” for the top executive to keep the expenditures Hayek—as well as Austrian economists such 
saved. without having to use their own resources, within the appropriations allocated by the as Mises and Rothbard—warned that a 

while police gain from making more arrests, representatives of the people or within any collectivist system is more than likely to 
As he received his “education” in even though most of the people they collar are limits whatever. It is not because of empower people who are more likely than not 

bureaucratic thinking, however, Yandle came likely to be non-violent lawbreakers. To put it punctiliousness that the administrative to abuse that power. He writes:
to realize that the regulatory dynamic was not another way, the gains for the government regulations fix how much can be spent by each 
what he originally had imagined. He players in the system, including police, local office for cleaning the premises, for The principle that the end justifies the means 
continues: prosecutors, judges, and lawmakers are furniture repairs, and for lighting and heating. is in individualist ethics regarded as the denial 

private while the costs themselves are Within a business concern such things can be of all morals. In collectivist ethics it becomes 
…instead of assuming that regulators really socialized. left without hesitation to the discretion of the necessarily the supreme rule; there is literally 

intended to minimize costs but somehow While we use market analysis, nonetheless, responsible local manager. He will not spend nothing which the consistent collectivist must 
proceeded to make crazy mistakes, I began to we emphasize again that courts are not more than necessary because it is, as it were, not be prepared to do if it serves “the good of 
assume that they were not trying to minimize markets, and that plea bargain sessions are not his money; if he wastes the concern’s money, the whole,” because the “good of the whole” 
costs at all—at least not the costs I had been exercises in mutual exchange. In economic he jeopardizes the branch’s profit and thereby is to him the only criterion of what ought to be 
concerned with. They were trying to minimize exchanges, all parties involved anticipate indirectly hurts his own interests. But it is done.                                                         jjj

By Ronald Bailey
The Index represents the ratio of 

(Reason) - Good news: The Earth the change in population over the 
was 518.98 percent more abundant change in the time price, times 100. 
last year than it was in 1980. It has a base year of 1980 and a 

So says the latest edition of the base value of 100. In 2018, the 
Simon Abundance Index, which Index reached a level of 618.98. 
tracks the relative availability of 50 That is to say that the Earth was 
fundamental commodities over 518.98 percent more abundant in 
time. The index, which was first 2018 than it was in 1980. The 
unveiled last year by Marian Tupy compounded growth rate of 
of the Cato Institute and Gale abundance came to 3.44 percent 
Pooley  of  Br igham Young per annum, which means that the 
University–Hawaii, was inspired affordability of our basket of 
by economist Julian Simon's commodities doubled every 20.49 
famous win over population years.
bomber Paul Ehrlich in 
a bet on whether the Back in 1981,  
prices of a basket of S i m o n  a r g u e d  
n o n - r e n e w a b l e  compellingly that 
resources would human minds are 
rise or fall between t h e  u l t i m a t e  
1980 and 1990. resource. "There is 
They fell by more than n o  p h y s i c a l  o r  
50 percent, and in 1990 economic reason," he 
Ehrlich mailed Simon a check for wrote, "why human resourcefulness 
$576.07. and enterprise cannot forever 

In constructing the index, Tupy continue to respond to impending 
and Pooley first measure the "time shortages and existing problems 
price" of that basket of 50 with new expedients that, after an 
commodities—that is, the amount adjustment period, leave us better 
of time that a person has to work in off than before the problem arose."
order to earn enough money to buy Tupy and Pooley confirm Simon's 
something. They calculate this by insight by noting that between 1980 
multiplying the World Bank's and 2018, the world's population 
average global GDP per person with increased by 71.2 percent. The time 
the Conference Board's estimate of price of commodities fell by 72.3 
annual hours worked. Tupy and percent. Consequently, the time 
Pooley find that from 1980 and price of commodities declined by 
2018, the average time price of the 1.016 percent for every 1 percent 
basket of 50 basic commodities fell increase in the world's population. 
by 72.3 percent. In other words, the In other words, over the last 38 
time it took to earn enough money years, every additional human 
to buy one unit in that basket of being born on our planet appears to 
commodities in 1980 bought 3.62 h a v e  m a d e  r e s o u r c e s  
units in 2018. proportionately more plentiful for 

Tupy and Pooley then use the time the rest of us.
price of the commodities and the Disclosure: Marian Tupy and I 
change in global population to are co-authors of the forthcoming 
e s t i m a t e  o v e r a l l  r e s o u r c e  book Ten Global Trends Every 
abundance. In their words: Smart Person Should Know.     jjj
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language of the new McCarthyism.” his professor job, only his dean job.
In other words, people call So I said to Dershowitz: “Don’t 

themselves “victims,” knowing they students have a right to say, ‘Look, 
can get results they want by saying we're living with this guy. He creeps 
they are traumatized by the presence us out because of what he does. Get 

By of their enemies. Schools and other somebody else’?”
John Stossel businesses, wanting to avoid “If they could say that,” replied 

protracted fights and accusations of Dershowitz, “they could say it about 
(Townhall) - “I don't feel safe,” sexism, racism or “insensitivity,” somebody who supports Donald 

says a Harvard student in a video. rush to comply with activists’ Trump for president, somebody who 
What threatens her? The is a Muslim, who's gay, 

dean of her Harvard who's Jewish, you name it.”
dormitory, law professor S u l l i v a n ,  w h o  l i k e  
Ronald Sullivan, agreed to Dershowitz has defended 
be part of accused sexual clients considered monsters 
h a r a s s e r  H a r v e y  by the general public, has 
Weinstein’s legal defense long argued, “For the rights 
team. of all of us... to be protected, 

Sullivan and his wife we have to live in a system 
w e r e  d e a n s  o f  t h e  where  we  v igorous ly,  
dormitory for years, but no vigorously defend the 
matter. Now the professor guilty.”
is apparently an evil threat. “You get the right to 

A group calling itself counsel no matter how 
“Our Harvard Can Do despicable you are thought 
Better” demanded Sullivan to be,” explains Dershowitz. 
be removed from his dean “These students would have 
job. fired John Adams. They 

Sullivan is black, but would have not allowed him 
black activists joined the to come to the Constitutional 
protest ,  too.  On the Convention or write the 
videotape, one says, “Dean Sullivan wishes. Declaration of Independence 
told me to my face that I should view Dershowitz is mad about what's because he defended the people who 
his representation of Harvey happened at his school: “The mantra were accused of the Boston 
Weinstein as a good thing because of the day is ‘We feel unsafe.’ Well, Massacre.”
that representation will trickle down that’s just too bad! Learn to deal The new McCarthyism requires 
to black men like me who constantly with it. You’re going to have to live in that everyone bow to demands of 
face an unjust justice system.” the real world in which your “victims.” That’s a lot of people.

Seems reasonable to me. But the neighbors, friends, relatives are On the videotape, one student says 
privileged Harvard students laugh going to disagree with you. If you she worries not just about her own 
and clap when the protester goes on start using the criteria of ‘unsafe’ in safety, but the well-being of 
to say, “F--- that!” your life, you're going to be a “survivors, transgender and gender 

Colleges don’t show much courage failure.” nonconforming people, BGLTQ 
when pushed by student activists. Worse, he adds, “You're going to p e o p l e ,  u n d o c u m e n t e d ,  
Harvard administrators removed impose restrictions on the rest of DACAmented and TPS people, 
Sullivan and his wife from the us.” indigenous people, first generation 
residence hall. I told Dershowitz that the students low-income people...”

Do the students really “feel protesting Sullivan were mostly I don't even know what some of 
unsafe”? young women. Some had been those words mean.

“They’re lying,” says Harvard law sexual ly  assaul ted .  Isn’t  i t  Most of us want to protect genuine 
professor Alan Dershowitz in my reasonable that they not be reminded victims. But it makes little sense that 
newest video. “Anybody who says of that? America, a country where even poor 
they feel unsafe in the presence of a “No, it’s not reasonable not to people live longer and better lives 
lawyer and his wife are looking you want to face the reality that due than almost anyone in history, has 
in the eye and committing the process requires that everybody be become a place where spoiled 
equivalent of perjury. They don’t feel represented,” replied Dershowitz. children paying $60,000 tuition 
unsafe. They’ve learned the Harvard didn’t fire Sullivan from consider themselves “victims.” jjj

‘Victims’ Dictate

(BBC) - A former policeman in the US state emotional statement addressed directly to her. involving white officers and black 
of Minnesota has been sentenced to 12 years “Dear Justine, I miss you so much every day, victims.
and six months in prison for fatally shooting an every moment,” he said. “I don’t understand Activists outside the courthouse of 
unarmed woman who was how such a thing could happen his sentencing carried signs reading 
trying to report a possible to you and to us.” “No double standard” and “NOOR: 
crime. Noor is the first Minnesota Victim of Identity Politics.”

Mohamed Noor shot Justine police officer to be found Noor said he opened fire on the 40-
Ruszczyk Damond as she guilty of murder for an on-duty year-old yoga instructor because he 
approached his patrol car to shooting. At his sentencing on feared that he and his partner were 
report a possible rape behind Friday,  the 33-year-old being ambushed.
her Minneapolis home in July apologized for taking Ms He said he made the “split-second 
2017. Damond’s life. decision” after hearing a loud bang and 

He said the shooting was a “I caused this tragedy and it seeing Ms Damond with her right arm raised. to marry a month after the shooting.
mistake. is my burden,” he told the The police officers had been called to the She had adopted the surname of her fiancé, 

In court, Ms Damond's father, court. “I wish though that I area to respond to a 911 call made by Ms Don Damond, ahead of their wedding.
John Ruszczyk, called the could relieve that burden Damond about the suspected sexual assault. Her death drew international criticism, with 
killing “an obscene act by an others feel from the loss that I Noor was convicted in April of second- Australia’s then-Prime Minister Malcolm 
agent of the state”. caused. I cannot, and that is a degree manslaughter and third-degree murder, Turnbull describing it as “inexplicable”.

“Justine’s death has left me troubling reality for me.” but acquitted of the most serious charge of Her family was promised $20m (£15.5m) in 
incomplete - it is as if I have lost a limb or a Some in the Somali-American community - second-degree murder with intent to kill. compensation by the US city of Minneapolis 
leg,” he said in an impact statement. Noor is Somali - have argued that the case was Ms Damond, a US-Australian dual citizen last month. 

Ms Damond's fiancee, Don Damond, read an treated differently than police shootings originally from Sydney, was engaged and due jjj

Justine Damond: US policeman jailed for Australian’s murder

Illustration by Martha Stroud and Bill Campling / The Tennessean)
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or of the press" he and the ratifiers for numerous violations of the 2017, President Barack Obama themselves material to the public 
meant no law. As direct and Espionage Act, and it has done so in commuted Manning's sentence to interest.
unambiguous as those words are -- direct defiance of a Supreme Court time served. Stated differently, the thief -- 
the Constitution as amended is the decision that ruled against this If this sounds a bit like history Ellsberg then, Manning today -- can 
supreme law of the land -- Congress during the Nixon years. repeating itself from the Nixon be tried for theft, but the publisher is 
and the courts have not always been The non-American is Julian years, it is. In 1971, Daniel Ellsberg, absolutely protected by the "no law" 
faithful to them. Assange,  a  radical  and language of the First Amendment. 

Thus, at the height of the anti- unorthodox publisher of Ellsberg was indicted and 
immigrant hysteria whipped up by truthful information that often prosecuted, but the charges were 
President Woodrow Wilson and his exposes the hypocrisy of dismissed by a federal judge 
supporters, Congress enacted the government. His entity for whose conscience was shocked 
Espionage Act of 1917, which exposure is WikiLeaks -- the when he learned that FBI agents 

By Judge Andrew Napolitano punished speech deemed harmful to website known for receiving broke into the office of Ellsberg's 
America's war efforts. Wilson was stolen data and for posting true psychiatrist to get "dirt" on him.

(Townhall)  -  When James determined to win the First World and accurate copies of them. Assange is also protected by the 
Madison agreed be the scrivener at War at the price of the suppression of I t  w a s  A s s a n g e  a n d  values underlining that "no law" 
the Constitutional Convention ideas that he hated or feared. WikiLeaks that published the language. The whole purpose of 
during the summer of 1787, he could The Espionage Act was used infamous Democratic National the First Amendment, numerous a civilian employee of the Nixon 
not have known that just three years aggressively and successfully (from Committee emails in October 2016, courts have written, is to promote Department of Defense, revealed 
later he'd be the chair of the House of Wilson's vantage point) during the which contained the "dirt" on and provoke open, wide, robust that he had stolen thousands of 
Representatives committee whose war and in the immediate years Hillary Clinton once offered by political debate about the policies of pages of top secret materials 
task it was to draft the Bill of Rights. following. Then, a series of Russian agents to Trump campaign the government. That simply cannot showing that former President 

In doing so, he insisted that the Supreme Court decisions instructed officials, and for which then- be done when government operates Lyndon B. Johnson and some of his 
word "the" precede the phrase t h a t  t h e  A c t  i s  p r o b a b l y  candidate Trump lavished public in secret. Even when publishers tell generals had serially lied to the 
"freedom of speech" in what was to unconstitutional as its sole purpose praise on WikiLeaks. the possessors of state secrets how to American public and to Congress 
become the First Amendment, so as and effect is to suppress speech. Yet, back in 2010, Assange deliver them -- as Times and Post about the Vietnam War.
to reflect its preexistence; meaning, These opinions harkened back to arranged to receive and publish reporters surely did to Ellsberg -- When he delivered the stolen 
the freedom of speech preexisted the Madison, who believed that the only stolen copies of top secret military they cannot be silenced or punished.materials to The New York Times 
United States. Madison believed moral and constitutional remedy for materials that revealed American Why was Assange indicted? and to The Washington Post for 
that the pre-political rights, which he hateful or harmful or even seditious military personnel in Afghanistan at Government killers are a mob, and publication, and the Nixon DOJ got 
enumerated in the Bill of Rights are speech was not suppression and their worst. It showed them mobs love anonymity. Assange wind of the delivery, it persuaded 
natural to our humanity, and he punishment but rather more speech. knowingly killing innocent civilians assaulted their love by ending that two federal judges to enjoin the 
articulated as much in the Ninth That attitude prevailed generally -- and doing so gleefully. The data anonymity. When the government publication of the documents.
Amendment, and in his speeches in i n  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  j u d i c i a l  that Assange revealed had been kills and rejoices and lies about it in In a landmark decision, known as 
support of the ratification of what communities and at the Department stolen for him by an Army private our names, we have a right to know the Pentagon Papers case, the 
would become the first  10 of Justice for a few generations -- then named Bradley Manning. of its behavior. Democracies spy on Supreme Court ruled that a 
amendments. even during World War II -- until Manning was tried and convicted of us all, yet they persist in punishing, publisher may reveal whatever 

Madison knew that when he wrote, now. Now, the Trump DOJ has the theft and was sentenced to 35 to the ends of the earth, those who materials come into the publisher's 
"Congress shall make no law indicted a non-American whose years in a military prison, much of it dare to shine a light upon them. possession, no matter how they got 
abridging ... the freedom of speech, alleged crimes took place in Europe in solitary confinement. In January Tyrannies do the same.              jjjthere, so long as the materials are 

characteristics by which we majority of adult Americans have authority over many aspects of the the law were limited to those areas 
distinguish a free nation." Houston violated criminal law at some point economy and society. where there was a broad consensus 
v. Hill, 482 U. S. 451, 463 (1987). in their lives. Indeed, a recent survey that the conduct in question should 

finds that some 52 percent admit to In my earlier writing, I consider a be illegal, there would be less 
The immediate point of Gorsuch's violating the federal law banning number of strategies for alleviating incentive for officials to engage in 

argument is to criticize the idea that possession of marijuana, select ive enforcement 
having "probable cause" for an to say nothing of the based on the priorities of 
arres t  should automat ical ly  myriad other federal the party in power. If 
invalidate a claim that the arrest criminal laws. If you also federal or state authorities 
violated the First Amendment include civil laws (which, e n g a g e d  i n  s u c h  

By Ilya Somin because it was being used as a tool to though theoretically less shenanigans with respect to 
The Volokh Conspiracy punish dissenting speech. He is severe than criminal laws, l a w s  t h a t  e n j o y e d  

absolutely right on that point.  For often carry heavy fines and widespread bipartisan 
reasons I wrote on previously, the o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  support, they would risk 
vast modern expansion of both penalties), even more provoking a major political 
criminal and civil liability poses a A m e r i c a n s  a r e  backlash.
more general threat to the rule of lawbreakers… There is no way to 
law: Most Americans, of comple te ly  e l imina te  

c o u r s e ,  n e v e r  f a c e  executive discretion over 
Lavrenti Beria, the infamous head punishment for their law enforcement or to make 

of the Soviet secret police under lawbreaking. But that is t h e  l a w  c o m p l e t e l y  
(Reason) - In a recent dissenting Joseph Stalin, supposedly once said, true only because the authorities this problem, such as trying to transparent to laypeople. But 

opinion, Supreme Court Justice Neil "Show me the man and I'll show you lack the resources to pursue most enforce all laws to the hilt (thereby cutting back on the amount and 
Gorsuch warns of the dangers of the the crime." In the Soviet Union, the violators and routinely exercise eliminating executive discretion), complexity of law can help us make 
modern expansion of criminal law to regime could always find some discretion in determining which and curtailing judicial deference to progress toward those goals.
the point where "almost anyone can crime to pin on anyone it chose to ones are worth the effort…. administrative agencies (thereby Of course, it may be we do not 
be arrested for anything": target. In this way, the rule of law has reducing the extent to which the value the rule of law enough to 

As a general rule, it would be silly largely been supplanted by the rule same laws are interpreted differently sacrifice any other objectives to 
History shows that governments to equate the modern United States of chance and the rule of executive based on which party is in power). I strengthen it.  The laws on the books 

sometimes seek to regulate our lives with a mass-murdering totalitarian discretion. Inevitably, political am skeptical that either will do the are not there by accident. Most were 
finely, acutely, thoroughly, and state. But in this one respect, the two ideology and partisanship have a trick (and the former is likely enacted because they were 
exhaustively. In our own time and regimes are more similar than we major impact on the latter. For impossible). Ultimately, the best supported by majority public  
place, criminal laws have grown so would like them to be…. example, federal law enforcement solution is to cut back on the scope opinion, influential interest groups 
exuberantly and come to cover so This sad state of affairs is deeply at priorities are very different under and complexity of law, though I  fear or some combination of both.
much previously innocent conduct odds with the rule of law. Whatever Trump than they were under Obama. we may not have the political will to Perhaps we just do not care about 
that almost anyone can be arrested else that concept means, it surely Even the law itself is often do it: the rule of law enough to eliminate 
for something. If the state could use requires that ordinary people be interpreted differently, depending any substantial number of current 
these laws not for their intended able to readily determine what laws on who is in power…. As Supreme The only way to make major laws and regulations — especially 
purposes but to silence those who they are required to obey, and that Court Justice Neil M. Gorsuch puts progress toward establishing the those supported by our side of the 
voice unpopular ideas, little would whether or not you get charged by it, an agency can "reverse its current rule of law would be to greatly political spectrum. The rule of law 
be left of our First Amendment authorities depends more on view 180 degrees anytime based reduce the scope and complexity of may be less important to us than the 
liberties, and little would separate objective legal rules than the merely on the shift of political winds legal rules. In a world where the rule of  men whose agenda we like. If 
us from the tyrannies of the past or exercise of official discretion. and still prevail [in court]." The scope of law is strictly limited, so, we might have more in common 
the malignant fiefdoms of our own Unfortunately, neither holds true in enormous scope of  federal  officials might have sufficient with Lavrenti Beria than we like to 
age. The freedom to speak with-out the United States today…. regulatory law enables agencies to resources to go after a much larger think.
risking arrest is "one of the principal Scholars estimate that the vast exercise extensive discretionary percentage of lawbreakers. And if jjj
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COMMENTARY Your Right to Speak Out
never any relief from the constant Our losses are mounting with RIGHTS. In the cop culture that is words, we are being ruled by an 
melodrama. every passing day. America today, where you can be oligarchy disguised as a democracy, 

The players come and go, the Free speech, the right to protest, kicked, punched, tasered, shot, and arguably on our way towards 
protagonists and antagonists trade the right to challenge government intimidated, harassed, stripped, fascism — a form of government 
places, and the audience members wrongdoing, due process, a searched, brutalized, terrorized, where private corporate interests 
are quick to forget past mistakes and presumption of innocence, the right wrongfully arrested, and even killed rule, money calls the shots, and the 
move on to the next spectacle. to self-defense, accountability and by a police officer, and that officer is people are seen as mere economic 

All the while, a different kind of transparency in government, rarely held accountable for violating units.
drama is unfolding in the dark privacy,  press ,  sovereignty,  your rights, the Bill of Rights G  i s  f o r  G R E N A D E  
backstage, hidden from view by the assembly,  bod i ly  in tegr i ty,  doesn’t amount to much. LAUNCHERS and GLOBAL 
heavy curtain, the elaborate stage representative government: all of C  i s  f o r  C I V I L A S S E T POLICE. The federal government 
sets, colored lights and parading these and more have become F O R F E I T U R E .  T h i s  has distributed more than $18 billion 

By John W. Whitehead actors. casualties in the government’s war governmental scheme to deprive worth of battlefield-appropriate 
Such that it is, the realm of on the American people. Americans of their liberties — military weapons, vehicles and 

political theater with all of its drama, The American people have been namely, the right to property — is equipment such as drones, tanks, 
vitriol and scripted theatrics is what treated like enemy combatants, to be being carried out under the guise of and grenade launchers to domestic 
passes for “transparent” government spied on, tracked, scanned, frisked, civil asset forfeiture, a government police departments across the 
today, with elected officials, searched, subjected to all manner of practice wherein government agents country. As a result, most small-
entrusted to act in the best interests intrusions, intimidated, invaded, (usually the police) seize private town police forces now have enough 
of their constituents, routinely raided, manhandled, censored, property they “suspect” may be firepower to render any citizen 
performing for their audiences and silenced, shot at, locked up, and connected to criminal activity. Then, resistance futile. Now take those 
playing up to the cameras, while denied due process. whether or not any crime is actually small-town police forces, train them 
doing very little to move the country None of these dangers have proven to have taken place, the to look and act like the military, and 
forward. dissipated. government keeps the citizen’s then enlist them to be part of the 

Yet behind the footlights, those They have merely disappeared property. United Nations’ Strong Cities 
who really run the show are putting from our televised news streams. D is for DRONES. It is estimated Network program, and you not only 
into place policies which erode our The new boss has proven to be the that at least 30,000 drones will be have a standing army that operates 
freedoms and undermine our same as the old boss, and the airborne in American airspace by beyond the reach of the Constitution 
attempts at contributing to the American people, the permanent 2020, part of an $80 billion industry. but one that is part of a global police 
workings of our government, underclass in America, has allowed Although some drones will be used force.
leaving us none the wiser and bereft itself to be so distracted and divided for benevolent purposes, many will H is for HOLLOW-POINT 
of any opportunity to voice our that they have failed to notice the also be equipped with lasers, tasers BULLETS. The government’s 
discontent or engage in any kind of building blocks of tyranny being and scanning devices, among other efforts to militarize and weaponize 

(The Rutherford Institute) - discourse until it’s too late. laid down right under their noses by weapons — all aimed at “we the its agencies and employees is 
What characterizes American It’s the oldest con game in the the architects of the Deep State. people.” reaching epic proportions, with 
government today is not so much books, the magician’s sleight of Frankly, it really doesn’t matter E  i s  f o r  E L E C T R O N I C  federal agencies as varied as the 
dysfunctional politics as it is hand that keeps you focused on the what you call the old/new boss — CONCENTRATION CAMP. In Department of Homeland Security 
ruthlessly contrived governance shell game in front of you while your the Deep State, the Controllers, the the electronic concentration camp, a n d  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
carried out behind the entertaining, wallet is being picked clean by m a s t e r m i n d s ,  t h e  s h a d o w  as I have dubbed the surveillance Administration stockpiling millions 
distracting and disingenuous curtain ruffians in your midst. government, the police state, the state, all aspects of a person’s life are of lethal hollow-point bullets, which 
of political theater. And what Indeed,  whi le  mains t ream surveillance state, the military policed by government agents and violate international law. Ironically, 
political theater it is, diabolically America has been fixated on the industrial complex — so long as you all citizens are suspects, their while the government continues to 
Shakespearean at times, full of drama-filled reality show being understand that no matter who activities monitored and regulated, push for stricter gun laws for the 
sound and fury, yet in the end, televised from the White House, the occupies the White House, it is a their movements tracked, their general populace, the U.S. military’s 
signifying nothing. American Police State has moved prof i t -dr iven ,  an  une lec ted  communications spied upon, and arsenal of weapons makes the 

Played out on the national stage steadily forward. bureaucracy that is actually calling their lives, liberties and pursuit of average American’s handgun look 
and eagerly broadcast to a captive Set against a backdrop of the shots. happiness dependent on the like a Tinker Toy.
audience by media sponsors, this g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  In the interest of liberty and truth, government’s say-so. I is for the INTERNET OF 
farcical exercise in political theater militarized police, SWAT team here’s an A-to-Z primer to spell out F is for FASCISM. A study THINGS, in which internet-
can, at times, seem riveting, life- raids, asset forfeiture, eminent the grim realities of life in the conducted by Princeton and connected “things” will monitor 
changing and suspenseful, even for domain, overcriminalization, armed American Police State that no one is Northwestern University concluded your home, your health and your 
those who know better. surveillance drones, whole body talking about anymore. that the U.S. government does not habits in order to keep your pantry 

Week after week, the script scanners, stop and frisk searches, A is for the AMERICAN represent the majority of American stocked, your utilities regulated and 
changes (Donald Trump’s Tweets, roving VIPR raids and the like — all POLICE STATE. A police state “is citizens. Instead, the study found your life under control and relatively 
Congress’ hearings on Robert of which have been sanctioned by characterized by bureaucracy, that the government is ruled by the worry-free. The key word here, 
Mueller ’s Russia probe, the Congress, the White House and the secrecy, perpetual wars, a nation of rich and powerful, or the so-called h o w e v e r,  i s  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  
military’s endless war drums, the courts — our constitutional s u s p e c t s ,  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  “economic elite.” Moreover, the “connected” industry propels us 
ever-widening field of candidates freedoms have been steadily surveillance, widespread police researchers concluded that policies closer to a future where police 
for the 2020 presidential race, etc.) chipped away at, undermined, presence, and a citizenry with little enacted by this governmental elite agencies apprehend virtually 
with each new script following on eroded, whittled down, and recourse against police actions.” nearly always favor special interests anyone if the government “thinks” 
the heels of the last, never any let-up, generally discarded. B is for our battered BILL OF and lobbying groups. In other they may commit a crime, driverless 
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COMMENTARY"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter." --Martin Luther King, Jr.

D is for a Dictatorship Disguised as a Democracy What Happened to the Freedom of Speech?

“Almost Anyone Can be Arrested for Something”

mistakes. By 2016, the rate of punishment of insider offenders. The expression of sympathy has to But this calculation ignores an up-
exonerations had already doubled But by its nature, any punitive path i n c l u d e  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  side to transparency. For example, 
over the previous five years to an requires elaborate due-process responsibility. Where medicine has treating the Abernathy exoneration 
average three a week, according to protections for the individual, and taken this road, both the number of as if it were a pile of dangerous 
figures compiled by the National seems to dictate a tight focus on that lawsuits and the amount of the total secrets obscures the fact that the 
Registry of Exonerations. one individual’s actions. paid out has gone down. prosecutors’ Conviction Integrity 

The aura of perfection is gone, and We can’t live without that tool and In criminal justice, the “we” in the Unit played an important role in a 
it isn’t coming back. we shouldn’t hesitate to use it. But disclosure statement has to include “good catch.”

By James M. Doyle Trying to preserve this illusion can an assessment of a rule-breaker’s everyone involved. Wrongful Why isn’t that prosecutorial 
cripple our efforts to repair the personal debt — whether we decide convictions are system errors. Yes, acceptance of fallibility and 

(The Crime Report) - In Illinois, damage we’ve done. to exonerate him or to hang him — is the cops got the wrong guy to commitment to accuracy a source of 
Cook County and the village of Park a bad place to stop. confess, but someone trained the pride? True, the “good catch” 
Forest recently settled a wrongful PAYING THE DEBT, TELLING The system-as-system has made cops and set their resources; the happened 30 years too late, but even 
conviction case for $14 million. THE STORY an effort to meet its obligations to prosecutors failed to screen the case; that fact has a positive element. It 

Christopher Abernathy spent 29 Christopher Abernathy personally. shows that the system’s leaders 
years in prison for the rape and W h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  Thirty-four states now have statutes believe that no mistake is so ancient 
murder of a 15-year-old girl. “accountability” in criminal justice allowing for payment to exonerated that it can be swept under the rug: 
Abernathy, who suffered from we are really talking about two prisoners. One way or another, the that while perfect accuracy hasn’t 
learning disabilities, alleged that distinct ideas. payments come from public funds. been realized in practice, seeking it 
detectives pressured him into An “account” is something to be Research conducted by Prof. is still seen as a moral imperative.
confessing during a 36 hour- settled: a debt to be paid. Joanna Schwartz of the UCLA Besides, ultimately the best way to 
interrogation. But an “account” is also a story to School of Law makes clear that in avoid payouts is to avoid doing the 

Eventually, DNA recovered at the be told: a narrative that could bear the related area of police misconduct harms in the first place. Making a 
scene implicated two unknown witness to the suffering of the 99.98 percent of payments,  fetish of secrecy in order to avoid 
males and exonerated Abernathy. victims, explain what happened, settlements, and verdicts come from tactical disadvantages in civil 
The Cook County State’s Attorney accept responsibility, and fuel the public funds too. There is plenty of litigation effectively augments a 
agreed that he should be released. learning that prevents recurrence. evidence that the broad, tax-paying situation in which we have a justice 

Abernathy was sexually assaulted We need to address both senses of public approves of compensation to system that — like NASA on the eve 
and infected with HIV while in the word “account.” But when we individuals for harm done in its the defense didn’t intercept the of the fateful Challenger space 
prison. try to answer “calls to account” name. mistake, the courts waved it along. shuttle launch — is keeping secrets 

A fascinating aspect of the case is w i t h o u t  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  The public wants to pay. At some distance away, someone from itself.
that although the government distinctiveness in mind, the odds are equipped these players, set their As Prof. Schwartz has shown, 
defendants settled, they insisted that that we will fail to answer either TELLING THE STORY: incentives, and limited their options. additional litigation can actually 
the settlement contain no admission requirement successfully. ACCOUNTABLE FOR Even when there are culpable actors drive learning if we listen to the 
of wrongdoing and that the facts of In medicine there are people like HEALING there is a range of others who also process: it asks questions that 
the wrongful conviction and patient safety pioneer Dr. Lucien contributed: who zigged when they wouldn’t be asked; uncovers causal 
prosecution would be concealed Leape who remind “circle-the- But to write the check, and then to should have zagged, for reasons that influences that we didn’t recognize.
behind a confidentiality agreement. wagons” administrators that the stonewall the story of how and why made sense to them at the time and And outside the litigation context 

This isn’t uncommon.  In fact, it is mission of a hospital is not to avoid the tragedy happened—and, are revealed as dangerous only by the launching of the complementary 
normal. lawsuits; it is to care for patients. therefore, whether it can happen hindsight. “all-stakeholders, non-blaming, 

In  every  c r imina l  jus t i ce  The mission of a criminal justice again—is wrong-headed.  The What conditions motivated them? fo rwa rd - look ing”  app roach  
bureaucracy, there are layers of mid- system is not to avoid lawsuits settlement looks more like hush Do those conditions still exist? They supported by the Bureau of Justice 
level people who have been taught either; it is to do—and, just as money than contrition. are part of the story we have to learn. Assistance “Sentinel Events 
that their role is to help their important ly,  to  be  seen to  Building a cone of silence around The “you” addressed in the Demonstrat ion Project” can 
department (or office, or agency, or do—justice. the event makes it seem that justice apology has to include not only the mobilize persons harmed in the 
court) keep its head down.  The rote Arguments about accountability system leaders are telling the public wrongfully convicted, but those collaborative work of preventing 
demands for confidentiality orders usually focus on account-as-debt. “Nothing to see here, move along.” affected by the radiating circles of repeated tragedies. Medicine’s 
and the refusal to admit wrongdoing There are two kinds of debt at issue: They are paying off one individual, harm caused by the error: the experience shows that injured 
in the Abernathy case were the personal debt of the cop who but only because they have too. original crime victims or their patients and survivor families 
predictable, reflexive, part of a extorted the false confession or the They don’t much care if the same survivors, the further victims that welcome the sense that their 
routine. defender who didn’t investigate, but thing happens again to someone the real killer may have found later, suffering will help forestall calamity 

But why? also the system debt owed for the else. and  even  t he  p ro fe s s iona l  falling on someone else.
If the information quarantine is awful consequence that the justice (Jim Dwyer’s recent reporting in participants who were traumatized 

designed to protect an image of system as a whole produced without the New York Times on the by learning of their roles in an THE LEGACY OF SECRECY
infallible cops, prosecutors,  intending to, or even realizing what alienation caused by the absence of a outcome they never intended.
defenders, and courts, then the effort it was doing. clear accounting for the Eric Garner So if secrecy actually promotes 
is futile. That picture no longer Prosecution,  discipline,  or police chokehold death presents a KEEPING THE WRONG public distrust and obscures 
exists, even on TV. discharge are the currencies for good example of where this leads.) SECRETS FROM OURSELVES necessary system repairs, why do we 

The DNA results in Abernathy’s settling the individual wrongdoer’s Medicine’s experience with pursue it?
case — and a steady flow of other account. “disclosure and apology” after Anxiety about disclosure—the Simple inertia plays a part; so does 
cases that are shared in the media — No system can tolerate conscious medical error taught us that when sense that it can only hurt—haunts fear.
have already let the public in on the rule-breakers or reckless loose someone is harmed, “We’re sorry even stakeholders who strongly The situation we find ourselves in 
secret (if it was ever a secret) that cannons, and public trust in the law this happened to you” is not as good believe that it is crucial to learn from didn’t arrive yesterday, and won’t 
people in criminal justice make depends to a significant degree on as “We’re sorry we did this to you.” slips and errors. end tomorrow.

Keeping the Wrong Secrets: 
The ‘Cone of Silence’ Around Exonerations

The views expressed herein are the author’s own.
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“ W h e n  a  p o p u l a t i o n  
becomes distracted by trivia, 
when cultural life is redefined 
as a perpetual round of 
entertainments, when serious 
public conversation becomes 
a form of baby-talk, when, in 
short, a people become an 
audience and their public 
business a vaudeville act, 
then a nation finds itself at 
risk; a culture-death is a clear 
possibility.” 

- Professor Neil Postman, Amusing 
Ourselves to Death: Discourse in the 
Age of Show Business
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A recent dissenting opinion 
by Supreme Court Justice 
Neil Gorsuch highlights some 
of  the dangers of  the 
enormous scope of modern 
criminal law.



or of the press" he and the ratifiers for numerous violations of the 2017, President Barack Obama themselves material to the public 
meant no law. As direct and Espionage Act, and it has done so in commuted Manning's sentence to interest.
unambiguous as those words are -- direct defiance of a Supreme Court time served. Stated differently, the thief -- 
the Constitution as amended is the decision that ruled against this If this sounds a bit like history Ellsberg then, Manning today -- can 
supreme law of the land -- Congress during the Nixon years. repeating itself from the Nixon be tried for theft, but the publisher is 
and the courts have not always been The non-American is Julian years, it is. In 1971, Daniel Ellsberg, absolutely protected by the "no law" 
faithful to them. Assange,  a  radical  and language of the First Amendment. 

Thus, at the height of the anti- unorthodox publisher of Ellsberg was indicted and 
immigrant hysteria whipped up by truthful information that often prosecuted, but the charges were 
President Woodrow Wilson and his exposes the hypocrisy of dismissed by a federal judge 
supporters, Congress enacted the government. His entity for whose conscience was shocked 
Espionage Act of 1917, which exposure is WikiLeaks -- the when he learned that FBI agents 

By Judge Andrew Napolitano punished speech deemed harmful to website known for receiving broke into the office of Ellsberg's 
America's war efforts. Wilson was stolen data and for posting true psychiatrist to get "dirt" on him.

(Townhall)  -  When James determined to win the First World and accurate copies of them. Assange is also protected by the 
Madison agreed be the scrivener at War at the price of the suppression of I t  w a s  A s s a n g e  a n d  values underlining that "no law" 
the Constitutional Convention ideas that he hated or feared. WikiLeaks that published the language. The whole purpose of 
during the summer of 1787, he could The Espionage Act was used infamous Democratic National the First Amendment, numerous a civilian employee of the Nixon 
not have known that just three years aggressively and successfully (from Committee emails in October 2016, courts have written, is to promote Department of Defense, revealed 
later he'd be the chair of the House of Wilson's vantage point) during the which contained the "dirt" on and provoke open, wide, robust that he had stolen thousands of 
Representatives committee whose war and in the immediate years Hillary Clinton once offered by political debate about the policies of pages of top secret materials 
task it was to draft the Bill of Rights. following. Then, a series of Russian agents to Trump campaign the government. That simply cannot showing that former President 

In doing so, he insisted that the Supreme Court decisions instructed officials, and for which then- be done when government operates Lyndon B. Johnson and some of his 
word "the" precede the phrase t h a t  t h e  A c t  i s  p r o b a b l y  candidate Trump lavished public in secret. Even when publishers tell generals had serially lied to the 
"freedom of speech" in what was to unconstitutional as its sole purpose praise on WikiLeaks. the possessors of state secrets how to American public and to Congress 
become the First Amendment, so as and effect is to suppress speech. Yet, back in 2010, Assange deliver them -- as Times and Post about the Vietnam War.
to reflect its preexistence; meaning, These opinions harkened back to arranged to receive and publish reporters surely did to Ellsberg -- When he delivered the stolen 
the freedom of speech preexisted the Madison, who believed that the only stolen copies of top secret military they cannot be silenced or punished.materials to The New York Times 
United States. Madison believed moral and constitutional remedy for materials that revealed American Why was Assange indicted? and to The Washington Post for 
that the pre-political rights, which he hateful or harmful or even seditious military personnel in Afghanistan at Government killers are a mob, and publication, and the Nixon DOJ got 
enumerated in the Bill of Rights are speech was not suppression and their worst. It showed them mobs love anonymity. Assange wind of the delivery, it persuaded 
natural to our humanity, and he punishment but rather more speech. knowingly killing innocent civilians assaulted their love by ending that two federal judges to enjoin the 
articulated as much in the Ninth That attitude prevailed generally -- and doing so gleefully. The data anonymity. When the government publication of the documents.
Amendment, and in his speeches in i n  t h e  l e g a l  a n d  j u d i c i a l  that Assange revealed had been kills and rejoices and lies about it in In a landmark decision, known as 
support of the ratification of what communities and at the Department stolen for him by an Army private our names, we have a right to know the Pentagon Papers case, the 
would become the first  10 of Justice for a few generations -- then named Bradley Manning. of its behavior. Democracies spy on Supreme Court ruled that a 
amendments. even during World War II -- until Manning was tried and convicted of us all, yet they persist in punishing, publisher may reveal whatever 

Madison knew that when he wrote, now. Now, the Trump DOJ has the theft and was sentenced to 35 to the ends of the earth, those who materials come into the publisher's 
"Congress shall make no law indicted a non-American whose years in a military prison, much of it dare to shine a light upon them. possession, no matter how they got 
abridging ... the freedom of speech, alleged crimes took place in Europe in solitary confinement. In January Tyrannies do the same.              jjjthere, so long as the materials are 

characteristics by which we majority of adult Americans have authority over many aspects of the the law were limited to those areas 
distinguish a free nation." Houston violated criminal law at some point economy and society. where there was a broad consensus 
v. Hill, 482 U. S. 451, 463 (1987). in their lives. Indeed, a recent survey that the conduct in question should 

finds that some 52 percent admit to In my earlier writing, I consider a be illegal, there would be less 
The immediate point of Gorsuch's violating the federal law banning number of strategies for alleviating incentive for officials to engage in 

argument is to criticize the idea that possession of marijuana, select ive enforcement 
having "probable cause" for an to say nothing of the based on the priorities of 
arres t  should automat ical ly  myriad other federal the party in power. If 
invalidate a claim that the arrest criminal laws. If you also federal or state authorities 
violated the First Amendment include civil laws (which, e n g a g e d  i n  s u c h  

By Ilya Somin because it was being used as a tool to though theoretically less shenanigans with respect to 
The Volokh Conspiracy punish dissenting speech. He is severe than criminal laws, l a w s  t h a t  e n j o y e d  

absolutely right on that point.  For often carry heavy fines and widespread bipartisan 
reasons I wrote on previously, the o t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  support, they would risk 
vast modern expansion of both penalties), even more provoking a major political 
criminal and civil liability poses a A m e r i c a n s  a r e  backlash.
more general threat to the rule of lawbreakers… There is no way to 
law: Most Americans, of comple te ly  e l imina te  

c o u r s e ,  n e v e r  f a c e  executive discretion over 
Lavrenti Beria, the infamous head punishment for their law enforcement or to make 

of the Soviet secret police under lawbreaking. But that is t h e  l a w  c o m p l e t e l y  
(Reason) - In a recent dissenting Joseph Stalin, supposedly once said, true only because the authorities this problem, such as trying to transparent to laypeople. But 

opinion, Supreme Court Justice Neil "Show me the man and I'll show you lack the resources to pursue most enforce all laws to the hilt (thereby cutting back on the amount and 
Gorsuch warns of the dangers of the the crime." In the Soviet Union, the violators and routinely exercise eliminating executive discretion), complexity of law can help us make 
modern expansion of criminal law to regime could always find some discretion in determining which and curtailing judicial deference to progress toward those goals.
the point where "almost anyone can crime to pin on anyone it chose to ones are worth the effort…. administrative agencies (thereby Of course, it may be we do not 
be arrested for anything": target. In this way, the rule of law has reducing the extent to which the value the rule of law enough to 

As a general rule, it would be silly largely been supplanted by the rule same laws are interpreted differently sacrifice any other objectives to 
History shows that governments to equate the modern United States of chance and the rule of executive based on which party is in power). I strengthen it.  The laws on the books 

sometimes seek to regulate our lives with a mass-murdering totalitarian discretion. Inevitably, political am skeptical that either will do the are not there by accident. Most were 
finely, acutely, thoroughly, and state. But in this one respect, the two ideology and partisanship have a trick (and the former is likely enacted because they were 
exhaustively. In our own time and regimes are more similar than we major impact on the latter. For impossible). Ultimately, the best supported by majority public  
place, criminal laws have grown so would like them to be…. example, federal law enforcement solution is to cut back on the scope opinion, influential interest groups 
exuberantly and come to cover so This sad state of affairs is deeply at priorities are very different under and complexity of law, though I  fear or some combination of both.
much previously innocent conduct odds with the rule of law. Whatever Trump than they were under Obama. we may not have the political will to Perhaps we just do not care about 
that almost anyone can be arrested else that concept means, it surely Even the law itself is often do it: the rule of law enough to eliminate 
for something. If the state could use requires that ordinary people be interpreted differently, depending any substantial number of current 
these laws not for their intended able to readily determine what laws on who is in power…. As Supreme The only way to make major laws and regulations — especially 
purposes but to silence those who they are required to obey, and that Court Justice Neil M. Gorsuch puts progress toward establishing the those supported by our side of the 
voice unpopular ideas, little would whether or not you get charged by it, an agency can "reverse its current rule of law would be to greatly political spectrum. The rule of law 
be left of our First Amendment authorities depends more on view 180 degrees anytime based reduce the scope and complexity of may be less important to us than the 
liberties, and little would separate objective legal rules than the merely on the shift of political winds legal rules. In a world where the rule of  men whose agenda we like. If 
us from the tyrannies of the past or exercise of official discretion. and still prevail [in court]." The scope of law is strictly limited, so, we might have more in common 
the malignant fiefdoms of our own Unfortunately, neither holds true in enormous scope of  federal  officials might have sufficient with Lavrenti Beria than we like to 
age. The freedom to speak with-out the United States today…. regulatory law enables agencies to resources to go after a much larger think.
risking arrest is "one of the principal Scholars estimate that the vast exercise extensive discretionary percentage of lawbreakers. And if jjj
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COMMENTARY Your Right to Speak Out
never any relief from the constant Our losses are mounting with RIGHTS. In the cop culture that is words, we are being ruled by an 
melodrama. every passing day. America today, where you can be oligarchy disguised as a democracy, 

The players come and go, the Free speech, the right to protest, kicked, punched, tasered, shot, and arguably on our way towards 
protagonists and antagonists trade the right to challenge government intimidated, harassed, stripped, fascism — a form of government 
places, and the audience members wrongdoing, due process, a searched, brutalized, terrorized, where private corporate interests 
are quick to forget past mistakes and presumption of innocence, the right wrongfully arrested, and even killed rule, money calls the shots, and the 
move on to the next spectacle. to self-defense, accountability and by a police officer, and that officer is people are seen as mere economic 

All the while, a different kind of transparency in government, rarely held accountable for violating units.
drama is unfolding in the dark privacy,  press ,  sovereignty,  your rights, the Bill of Rights G  i s  f o r  G R E N A D E  
backstage, hidden from view by the assembly,  bod i ly  in tegr i ty,  doesn’t amount to much. LAUNCHERS and GLOBAL 
heavy curtain, the elaborate stage representative government: all of C  i s  f o r  C I V I L A S S E T POLICE. The federal government 
sets, colored lights and parading these and more have become F O R F E I T U R E .  T h i s  has distributed more than $18 billion 

By John W. Whitehead actors. casualties in the government’s war governmental scheme to deprive worth of battlefield-appropriate 
Such that it is, the realm of on the American people. Americans of their liberties — military weapons, vehicles and 

political theater with all of its drama, The American people have been namely, the right to property — is equipment such as drones, tanks, 
vitriol and scripted theatrics is what treated like enemy combatants, to be being carried out under the guise of and grenade launchers to domestic 
passes for “transparent” government spied on, tracked, scanned, frisked, civil asset forfeiture, a government police departments across the 
today, with elected officials, searched, subjected to all manner of practice wherein government agents country. As a result, most small-
entrusted to act in the best interests intrusions, intimidated, invaded, (usually the police) seize private town police forces now have enough 
of their constituents, routinely raided, manhandled, censored, property they “suspect” may be firepower to render any citizen 
performing for their audiences and silenced, shot at, locked up, and connected to criminal activity. Then, resistance futile. Now take those 
playing up to the cameras, while denied due process. whether or not any crime is actually small-town police forces, train them 
doing very little to move the country None of these dangers have proven to have taken place, the to look and act like the military, and 
forward. dissipated. government keeps the citizen’s then enlist them to be part of the 

Yet behind the footlights, those They have merely disappeared property. United Nations’ Strong Cities 
who really run the show are putting from our televised news streams. D is for DRONES. It is estimated Network program, and you not only 
into place policies which erode our The new boss has proven to be the that at least 30,000 drones will be have a standing army that operates 
freedoms and undermine our same as the old boss, and the airborne in American airspace by beyond the reach of the Constitution 
attempts at contributing to the American people, the permanent 2020, part of an $80 billion industry. but one that is part of a global police 
workings of our government, underclass in America, has allowed Although some drones will be used force.
leaving us none the wiser and bereft itself to be so distracted and divided for benevolent purposes, many will H is for HOLLOW-POINT 
of any opportunity to voice our that they have failed to notice the also be equipped with lasers, tasers BULLETS. The government’s 
discontent or engage in any kind of building blocks of tyranny being and scanning devices, among other efforts to militarize and weaponize 

(The Rutherford Institute) - discourse until it’s too late. laid down right under their noses by weapons — all aimed at “we the its agencies and employees is 
What characterizes American It’s the oldest con game in the the architects of the Deep State. people.” reaching epic proportions, with 
government today is not so much books, the magician’s sleight of Frankly, it really doesn’t matter E  i s  f o r  E L E C T R O N I C  federal agencies as varied as the 
dysfunctional politics as it is hand that keeps you focused on the what you call the old/new boss — CONCENTRATION CAMP. In Department of Homeland Security 
ruthlessly contrived governance shell game in front of you while your the Deep State, the Controllers, the the electronic concentration camp, a n d  t h e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  
carried out behind the entertaining, wallet is being picked clean by m a s t e r m i n d s ,  t h e  s h a d o w  as I have dubbed the surveillance Administration stockpiling millions 
distracting and disingenuous curtain ruffians in your midst. government, the police state, the state, all aspects of a person’s life are of lethal hollow-point bullets, which 
of political theater. And what Indeed,  whi le  mains t ream surveillance state, the military policed by government agents and violate international law. Ironically, 
political theater it is, diabolically America has been fixated on the industrial complex — so long as you all citizens are suspects, their while the government continues to 
Shakespearean at times, full of drama-filled reality show being understand that no matter who activities monitored and regulated, push for stricter gun laws for the 
sound and fury, yet in the end, televised from the White House, the occupies the White House, it is a their movements tracked, their general populace, the U.S. military’s 
signifying nothing. American Police State has moved prof i t -dr iven ,  an  une lec ted  communications spied upon, and arsenal of weapons makes the 

Played out on the national stage steadily forward. bureaucracy that is actually calling their lives, liberties and pursuit of average American’s handgun look 
and eagerly broadcast to a captive Set against a backdrop of the shots. happiness dependent on the like a Tinker Toy.
audience by media sponsors, this g o v e r n m e n t  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  In the interest of liberty and truth, government’s say-so. I is for the INTERNET OF 
farcical exercise in political theater militarized police, SWAT team here’s an A-to-Z primer to spell out F is for FASCISM. A study THINGS, in which internet-
can, at times, seem riveting, life- raids, asset forfeiture, eminent the grim realities of life in the conducted by Princeton and connected “things” will monitor 
changing and suspenseful, even for domain, overcriminalization, armed American Police State that no one is Northwestern University concluded your home, your health and your 
those who know better. surveillance drones, whole body talking about anymore. that the U.S. government does not habits in order to keep your pantry 

Week after week, the script scanners, stop and frisk searches, A is for the AMERICAN represent the majority of American stocked, your utilities regulated and 
changes (Donald Trump’s Tweets, roving VIPR raids and the like — all POLICE STATE. A police state “is citizens. Instead, the study found your life under control and relatively 
Congress’ hearings on Robert of which have been sanctioned by characterized by bureaucracy, that the government is ruled by the worry-free. The key word here, 
Mueller ’s Russia probe, the Congress, the White House and the secrecy, perpetual wars, a nation of rich and powerful, or the so-called h o w e v e r,  i s  c o n t r o l .  T h i s  
military’s endless war drums, the courts — our constitutional s u s p e c t s ,  m i l i t a r i z a t i o n ,  “economic elite.” Moreover, the “connected” industry propels us 
ever-widening field of candidates freedoms have been steadily surveillance, widespread police researchers concluded that policies closer to a future where police 
for the 2020 presidential race, etc.) chipped away at, undermined, presence, and a citizenry with little enacted by this governmental elite agencies apprehend virtually 
with each new script following on eroded, whittled down, and recourse against police actions.” nearly always favor special interests anyone if the government “thinks” 
the heels of the last, never any let-up, generally discarded. B is for our battered BILL OF and lobbying groups. In other they may commit a crime, driverless 
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COMMENTARY"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter." --Martin Luther King, Jr.

D is for a Dictatorship Disguised as a Democracy What Happened to the Freedom of Speech?

“Almost Anyone Can be Arrested for Something”

mistakes. By 2016, the rate of punishment of insider offenders. The expression of sympathy has to But this calculation ignores an up-
exonerations had already doubled But by its nature, any punitive path i n c l u d e  a n  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  side to transparency. For example, 
over the previous five years to an requires elaborate due-process responsibility. Where medicine has treating the Abernathy exoneration 
average three a week, according to protections for the individual, and taken this road, both the number of as if it were a pile of dangerous 
figures compiled by the National seems to dictate a tight focus on that lawsuits and the amount of the total secrets obscures the fact that the 
Registry of Exonerations. one individual’s actions. paid out has gone down. prosecutors’ Conviction Integrity 

The aura of perfection is gone, and We can’t live without that tool and In criminal justice, the “we” in the Unit played an important role in a 
it isn’t coming back. we shouldn’t hesitate to use it. But disclosure statement has to include “good catch.”

By James M. Doyle Trying to preserve this illusion can an assessment of a rule-breaker’s everyone involved. Wrongful Why isn’t that prosecutorial 
cripple our efforts to repair the personal debt — whether we decide convictions are system errors. Yes, acceptance of fallibility and 

(The Crime Report) - In Illinois, damage we’ve done. to exonerate him or to hang him — is the cops got the wrong guy to commitment to accuracy a source of 
Cook County and the village of Park a bad place to stop. confess, but someone trained the pride? True, the “good catch” 
Forest recently settled a wrongful PAYING THE DEBT, TELLING The system-as-system has made cops and set their resources; the happened 30 years too late, but even 
conviction case for $14 million. THE STORY an effort to meet its obligations to prosecutors failed to screen the case; that fact has a positive element. It 

Christopher Abernathy spent 29 Christopher Abernathy personally. shows that the system’s leaders 
years in prison for the rape and W h e n  w e  t a l k  a b o u t  Thirty-four states now have statutes believe that no mistake is so ancient 
murder of a 15-year-old girl. “accountability” in criminal justice allowing for payment to exonerated that it can be swept under the rug: 
Abernathy, who suffered from we are really talking about two prisoners. One way or another, the that while perfect accuracy hasn’t 
learning disabilities, alleged that distinct ideas. payments come from public funds. been realized in practice, seeking it 
detectives pressured him into An “account” is something to be Research conducted by Prof. is still seen as a moral imperative.
confessing during a 36 hour- settled: a debt to be paid. Joanna Schwartz of the UCLA Besides, ultimately the best way to 
interrogation. But an “account” is also a story to School of Law makes clear that in avoid payouts is to avoid doing the 

Eventually, DNA recovered at the be told: a narrative that could bear the related area of police misconduct harms in the first place. Making a 
scene implicated two unknown witness to the suffering of the 99.98 percent of payments,  fetish of secrecy in order to avoid 
males and exonerated Abernathy. victims, explain what happened, settlements, and verdicts come from tactical disadvantages in civil 
The Cook County State’s Attorney accept responsibility, and fuel the public funds too. There is plenty of litigation effectively augments a 
agreed that he should be released. learning that prevents recurrence. evidence that the broad, tax-paying situation in which we have a justice 

Abernathy was sexually assaulted We need to address both senses of public approves of compensation to system that — like NASA on the eve 
and infected with HIV while in the word “account.” But when we individuals for harm done in its the defense didn’t intercept the of the fateful Challenger space 
prison. try to answer “calls to account” name. mistake, the courts waved it along. shuttle launch — is keeping secrets 

A fascinating aspect of the case is w i t h o u t  k e e p i n g  t h e i r  The public wants to pay. At some distance away, someone from itself.
that although the government distinctiveness in mind, the odds are equipped these players, set their As Prof. Schwartz has shown, 
defendants settled, they insisted that that we will fail to answer either TELLING THE STORY: incentives, and limited their options. additional litigation can actually 
the settlement contain no admission requirement successfully. ACCOUNTABLE FOR Even when there are culpable actors drive learning if we listen to the 
of wrongdoing and that the facts of In medicine there are people like HEALING there is a range of others who also process: it asks questions that 
the wrongful conviction and patient safety pioneer Dr. Lucien contributed: who zigged when they wouldn’t be asked; uncovers causal 
prosecution would be concealed Leape who remind “circle-the- But to write the check, and then to should have zagged, for reasons that influences that we didn’t recognize.
behind a confidentiality agreement. wagons” administrators that the stonewall the story of how and why made sense to them at the time and And outside the litigation context 

This isn’t uncommon.  In fact, it is mission of a hospital is not to avoid the tragedy happened—and, are revealed as dangerous only by the launching of the complementary 
normal. lawsuits; it is to care for patients. therefore, whether it can happen hindsight. “all-stakeholders, non-blaming, 

In  every  c r imina l  jus t i ce  The mission of a criminal justice again—is wrong-headed.  The What conditions motivated them? fo rwa rd - look ing”  app roach  
bureaucracy, there are layers of mid- system is not to avoid lawsuits settlement looks more like hush Do those conditions still exist? They supported by the Bureau of Justice 
level people who have been taught either; it is to do—and, just as money than contrition. are part of the story we have to learn. Assistance “Sentinel Events 
that their role is to help their important ly,  to  be  seen to  Building a cone of silence around The “you” addressed in the Demonstrat ion Project” can 
department (or office, or agency, or do—justice. the event makes it seem that justice apology has to include not only the mobilize persons harmed in the 
court) keep its head down.  The rote Arguments about accountability system leaders are telling the public wrongfully convicted, but those collaborative work of preventing 
demands for confidentiality orders usually focus on account-as-debt. “Nothing to see here, move along.” affected by the radiating circles of repeated tragedies. Medicine’s 
and the refusal to admit wrongdoing There are two kinds of debt at issue: They are paying off one individual, harm caused by the error: the experience shows that injured 
in the Abernathy case were the personal debt of the cop who but only because they have too. original crime victims or their patients and survivor families 
predictable, reflexive, part of a extorted the false confession or the They don’t much care if the same survivors, the further victims that welcome the sense that their 
routine. defender who didn’t investigate, but thing happens again to someone the real killer may have found later, suffering will help forestall calamity 

But why? also the system debt owed for the else. and  even  t he  p ro fe s s iona l  falling on someone else.
If the information quarantine is awful consequence that the justice (Jim Dwyer’s recent reporting in participants who were traumatized 

designed to protect an image of system as a whole produced without the New York Times on the by learning of their roles in an THE LEGACY OF SECRECY
infallible cops, prosecutors,  intending to, or even realizing what alienation caused by the absence of a outcome they never intended.
defenders, and courts, then the effort it was doing. clear accounting for the Eric Garner So if secrecy actually promotes 
is futile. That picture no longer Prosecution,  discipline,  or police chokehold death presents a KEEPING THE WRONG public distrust and obscures 
exists, even on TV. discharge are the currencies for good example of where this leads.) SECRETS FROM OURSELVES necessary system repairs, why do we 

The DNA results in Abernathy’s settling the individual wrongdoer’s Medicine’s experience with pursue it?
case — and a steady flow of other account. “disclosure and apology” after Anxiety about disclosure—the Simple inertia plays a part; so does 
cases that are shared in the media — No system can tolerate conscious medical error taught us that when sense that it can only hurt—haunts fear.
have already let the public in on the rule-breakers or reckless loose someone is harmed, “We’re sorry even stakeholders who strongly The situation we find ourselves in 
secret (if it was ever a secret) that cannons, and public trust in the law this happened to you” is not as good believe that it is crucial to learn from didn’t arrive yesterday, and won’t 
people in criminal justice make depends to a significant degree on as “We’re sorry we did this to you.” slips and errors. end tomorrow.

Keeping the Wrong Secrets: 
The ‘Cone of Silence’ Around Exonerations

The views expressed herein are the author’s own.
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“ W h e n  a  p o p u l a t i o n  
becomes distracted by trivia, 
when cultural life is redefined 
as a perpetual round of 
entertainments, when serious 
public conversation becomes 
a form of baby-talk, when, in 
short, a people become an 
audience and their public 
business a vaudeville act, 
then a nation finds itself at 
risk; a culture-death is a clear 
possibility.” 

- Professor Neil Postman, Amusing 
Ourselves to Death: Discourse in the 
Age of Show Business
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A recent dissenting opinion 
by Supreme Court Justice 
Neil Gorsuch highlights some 
of  the dangers of  the 
enormous scope of modern 
criminal law.
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convict an individual based solely on this very good definition of “Dismissed with (c) He or she commits or attempts to commit proclamation of Faire's guilt. Hanlon should 
incomplete “set of facts,” they, too, ignore Prejudice” comes from Illinois Legal Aid, the crime of either (1) robbery in the first or know better. Guilt is to be determined by a 
contextual evidence, which increases the which states, “a court case that is dismissed second degree, (2) rape in the first or second jury, until which point ALL should be 
chance for wrongful convictions. Prosecutors with prejudice means that it is dismissed degree, (3) burglary in the first degree, (4) considered innocent, especially those like 
really are relying on law enforcement's permanently. A case dismissed with prejudice arson in the first or second degree, or (5) James Faire who really are innocent of what 
“snapshot” investigation, and nothing could is over and done with, once and for all, and kidnapping in the first or second degree, and in they are charged with.
be a better example than Okanogan County, can't be brought back to court.” the course of or in furtherance of such crime or One thing is certain, James Faire deserves 
Washington's Vehicular Homicide case So, who knows the case better, and if it in immediate flight therefrom, he or she, or justice for being falsely prosecuted and 
against James Faire. should be dismissed? The judge who oversaw another participant, causes the death of a dogged for these four long years. The interest 

Faire, whose charges have been dismissed every aspect of the case, or Hanlon, a person other than one of the participants... of the public is justice for James Faire, not 
with prejudice by the judge overseeing his prosecutor with limited knowledge who some prosecutor's backward moral 
case, who cited “truly egregious cases of ... obviously has an agenda? notion that they must seek to convict an 
misconduct,” is facing an appeal of the Perhaps Hanlon should consult her copy of individual simply because they were 
dismissal ruling. Arian Noma, the newly the American Bar Association's Criminal charged, and the investigation's 
elected Okanogan County Prosecutor who had Justice Standards for the Prosecution “snapshot” paints a pretty picture.
already publicly stated, “The Faire case is an Function and come to grips that she should As Arian Noma once said, “A 
example of prosecutorial misconduct, “act with integrity and balanced judgment.” prosecutor must think, investigate, and 
incompetence at best,” decided to try and Furthermore, she might want to realize she learn the events and facts before 
avoid any appearance of impropriety. Noma “serves the public and not any particular charging anything – something that 
sent the potential motion to prosecutor Tamara government agency, law enforcement officer obviously didn’t take place in Faire’s 
Hanlon of Yakima County for consideration. or unit, witness or victim.” Most of all, Hanlon case...”
What Hanlon was supposed to do was look needs to remember that her primary duty as It is a shame that he, too, lost sight of the 
over the judge's ruling and see if there was a “prosecutor is to seek justice within the whole picture. But, maybe it's not too late 
matter of law that warranted an appeal. bounds of the law, not merely to convict.” for him to act. There can be no 
Instead, through a response to a motion filed Had Hanlon looked into the contextual impropriety if one is acting for the sake of 
by Faire's attorney Stephen Pidgeon, Hanlon evidence that shows there was a conspiracy to justice. As the above referenced 
makes a much more disturbing assertion: entrap and kidnap James Faire that was taking Prosecutor Hanlon and her boss, Yakima's Standards for the Prosecution Function 

place, she would have seen that Faire's actions, Elected Prosecutor Joseph Brusic, were states, “A prosecutor’s office should not … 
“The criminal charges against Faire were while he was being violently, physically emailed a copy of this article. Hanlon was maintain charges if it believes the defendant is 

improperly dismissed by the trial court. By assaulted were obviously defensive in nature, given the opportunity to respond, as well as innocent, no matter what the state of the 
bringing this appeal, the State seeks a reversal and accidental when it came to the death of answer several other questions that could have evidence.”
of the trial court’s decision that dismissed the Debra Long. We have published extensively relevance with this case as it moves forward. It's time to end this chain of abuses against 
case. Such a reversal would place the case on the events leading up to the conflict that Brusic respectfully responded writing, “we James Faire and drop this perfect picture of 
back on the trial track. A positive outcome for sadly ended Long's life – our articles may be cannot professionally and ethically answer injustice.
the State would mean Faire is then tried, found online at usobserver.com. Furthermore, your questions due to the ongoing litigation 
convicted, and sentenced for the crimes he with all the State's witnesses admitting Faire and current appeal in the Court of Appeals.” Editor's Note: The woman in the picture at 
was charged with. The State’s purpose in was the one being assaulted, and the the beginning of this article is an off duty 
appealing is to correct an erroneous trial established fact that the State's witnesses had The questions I felt Hanlon needed to Brazilian policewoman named Katia da Silva 
court decision so that the ends of justice may filed a false police report wherein they lied answer: Sastre. She witnessed the man, who had been 
be served.” about Faire in order to harm him, it should be armed, violently assault and attempt to rob a 

obvious that culpability for Long's death rests “...have [you] ever found a case as a group of women outside of a school. She was 
It is this kind of prosecutorial bias, overreach exclusively on the shoulders of the individual prosecutor that you have not sided with law forced to use her weapon to protect them 

and reliance on law enforcement's (and the who was engaging in the felonious act of enforcement or a fellow prosecutor when it from harm and fatally wounded the 
previous  prosecut ion ' s )  “snapshot”  assault and attempted kidnapping, not James came to continuing a prosecution against an assailant.
investigation that truly shows our justice Faire. In fact, Washington State law has individual? What was the case(s)? In the James Faire Case, we can 
system to be corrupt. If Hanlon was to take her already determined that such behavior “Have you had any personal or close understand why Okanogan County 
job as prescribed, she shouldn't be making any warrants a charge of Murder in the First professional relationship with Kreg or Karl Prosecutor Arian Noma passed the appeal 
assertion as to what a “positive outcome for the Degree: Sloan? What about Brandon Platter?” issue to another jurisdiction. What we can’t 
State” would be – other than taking issue with understand is why Noma hasn’t charged the 
the judge's legal ruling. And frankly, it is not RCW 9A.32.030: Murder in the first degree. The answers could be quite telling and we are chain-wielding madman, George Abrantes 
within her purview to say that if Faire was (1) A person is guilty of murder in the first well on our way to answering them for with Murder, as he had violently and 
convicted, justice would be served, because it degree when: ourselves – stay tuned. feloniously attacked James Faire, causing 
would be one of the most heinous acts of (a) With a premeditated intent to cause the the death of Debra Long. 
injustice, and it would fall right into her lap death of another person, he or she causes the However, Prosecutor Brusic brought up an Anyone with information – personal or 
and follow her to the end of her days. death of such person or of a third person; or interesting point, there is litigation ongoing. otherwise – on Tamara Hanlon, and/or 

See, when Judge Christopher Culp (b) Under circumstances manifesting an James Faire's $30-million tort claim and regarding prosecutorial abuses in either 
dismissed this case with prejudice, the plaintiff extreme indifference to human life, he or she pending civil rights lawsuit against Okanogan Okanogan County or Yakima County is asked 
– in this instance, Washington State –  can't engages in conduct which creates a grave risk County, which I am sure Yakima County just to please contact the US~Observer at 
ever retry James Faire on these charges. It was of death to any person, and thereby causes the waded into with Hanlon's unsolicited and 5 4 1 - 4 7 4 - 7 8 8 5  o r  b y  e m a i l i n g  
intended on being the ultimate final ruling. A death of a person; or completely contrary-to-established-facts editor@usobserver.com.                        jjj

Continued from page 1 • How to Win Against Assault and Battery Criminal Charges

innocence. From that point forward, we use For your sake, ask anyone you deal with for publishing is not always necessary. “Without doubt, if I didn't have the 
that evidence to force a dismissal or acquittal. references. If you are to entrust someone to Prosecutors know all too well the value of US~Observer to expose the evidence, I 
If needed, we publish the facts of your case – help you win – wouldn't you want to talk to evidence. In our recent clients' case, we simply would have been convicted. The 
facts that put crooked government agents on others they have already helped? Would you obtained the evidence, contacted the US~Observer saved my life.” 
the defense. trust a couple online reviews with something prosecutor and shared our concerns. Shortly - Kevin Olsen, US~Observer Client 

as important as your freedom? The after, our client had their criminal assault 
“Within weeks of hiring the US~Observer US~Observer has many people who can share charges dismissed. Since our client’s name As was the case of Kevin Olsen. Kevin faced 
my case was over. All of my false assault firsthand knowledge of how we win. Using a was not published by the mainstream media, assault and battery charges resulting from his 

charges were dismissed.” National Newspaper, understanding the they asked to maintain anonymity. This is not encounter with a retired fire captain who had 
- US~Observer Client system, gathering evidence in your case and uncommon either. Would you want your name connections with local police. It turned out that 

utilizing your evidence properly is the key to published stating you were arrested? Most do Kevin was the victim and the US~Observer 
SECURE YOUR FREEDOM securing your freedom. Bottom line, the not. exposed everything! The jury came back with 

US~Observer's defense tactics are an Aside from this case, prosecutors often a swift and unanimous “not guilty” verdict! 
The US~Observer has spent almost thirty- important weapon to add to your defense – in refuse to dismiss charges when the 

years publishing stories of men and women many cases the only weapon you'll need. US~Observer is not involved – even when the CHOOSE THOSE WHO WIN
who have been falsely arrested and charged evidence is compelling. Having the 
with crimes they did not commit. Time is CASE SAMPLES US~Observer on your side helps prevent If you are facing false assault and battery 
always crucial when you are facing false unwarranted criminal trials. Making the facts criminal charges – don't wait until it’s too late. 
criminal charges, especially assault charges. The US~Observer recently helped another of your case public knowledge exposes the Do not put all your faith in a basket that comes 
Publicly exposing untruths can be key to victim of false assault and battery criminal government’s untruths and holds the elected with a 90% loss rate. Call the US~Observer 
proving your innocence. Most important to charges. This client asked to have their name official who oversees the prosecutor’s office today. Talk to previous clients who can give 
understand is that preventing your wrongful withheld as we helped them defeat their accountable. Overzealous prosecutors are you firsthand accounts of why you should 
prosecution is EXTREMELY easier than charges without the need of a trial. Sometimes common;  ano ther  reason  why  the  have our help.  Your life and freedom are too 
overturning a wrongful conviction. the evidence obtained is so glaring, that US~Observer helps vindicate the innocent. important to roll the dice with the status quo! j

Continued from page 1 • Perfect Picture of Injustice ...

The US~Observer is proud to announce the release of  Dr. Kathy Marshack’s latest book: 

When Empathy Fails: How to stop those hell-bent on destroying you.

People get along when they empathize with one another. However, there are those in our society who operate without empathy. They are the 
people who victimize others; who lie, and cheat, and steal. They are the one’s who take without regard, and live as if  they are the end all.

Kathy Marshack, Ph.D. knows first-hand the power these types of  individuals can have in our lives, and in When Empathy Fails she tells her 
riveting true story. Marshack also shares hard-learned lessons on how you can protect yourself  from people who literally care less about you. 
Furthermore, she introduces the Empathy Dysfunction (EmD) Scale to help you identify people who have a dysfunctional lack of  empathy so 
you can shield yourself  from the destruction they leave in their wake.

It takes more than courage to stop unscrupulous people in their tracks; the ultimate protection is to increase your own empathy. If  you’ve 
been hurt just once or maybe too many times to count, by a person with EmD, apply the warrior training offered in Marshack’s book and 
reclaim the beautiful life you are meant to live. 

You can get your copy of  When Empathy Fails on paperback or Kindle. Just go to www.kmarshack.com!

When Empathy Fails is a US~Observer publication.

Kathy Marshack

Continued from page 8 • D is for a Dictatorship Disguised as Democracy

cars populate the highways, and a person’s biometrics are we dare step out of line, we are no longer operating under a professions, including construction, logging, fishing, truck 
constantly scanned and used to track their movements, target constitutional republic. Instead, what we are experiencing is a driving, and even trash collection.
them for advertising, and keep them under perpetual pathocracy: tyranny at the hands of a psychopathic V is for VIPR SQUADS. So-called “soft target” security 
surveillance. government, which “operates against the interests of its own inspections, carried out by roving VIPR task forces, comprised 

J is for JAILING FOR PROFIT. Having outsourced their people except for favoring certain groups.” Couple that with of federal air marshals, surface transportation security 
inmate population to private prisons run by private the government’s burgeoning precrime programs, which will inspectors, transportation security officers, behavior detection 
corporations, this profit-driven form of mass punishment has use fusion centers, data collection agencies, behavioral officers and explosive detection canine teams, are taking place 
given rise to a $70 billion private prison industry that relies on scientists, corporations, social media, and community whenever and wherever the government deems appropriate, at 
the complicity of state governments to keep their privately run organizers and by relying on cutting-edge technology for random times and places, and without needing the justification 
prisons full by jailing large numbers of Americans for inane surveillance, facial recognition, predictive policing, of a particular threat.
crimes. biometrics, and behavioral epigenetics in order to identify and W is for WHOLE-BODY SCANNERS. Using either x-ray 

K is for KENTUCKY V. KING. In an 8-1 ruling, the deter so-called potential “extremists,” dissidents or rabble- radiation or radio waves, scanning devices and government 
Supreme Court ruled that police officers can break into homes, rousers. Bear in mind that anyone seen as opposing the mobile units are being used not only to “see” through your 
without a warrant, even if it’s the wrong home as long as they government — whether they’re Left, Right or somewhere in clothes but to spy on you within the privacy of your home. 
think they have a reason to do so. Despite the fact that the between — is now viewed as an extremist. While these mobile scanners are being sold to the American 
police in question ended up pursuing the wrong suspect, Q is for QUALIFIED IMMUNITY. Qualified immunity public as necessary security and safety measures, we can ill 
invaded the wrong apartment and violated just about every allows officers to walk away without paying a dime for their afford to forget that such systems are rife with the potential for 
tenet that stands between us and a police state, the Court wrongdoing. Conveniently, those deciding whether a police abuse, not only by government bureaucrats but by the 
sanctioned the warrantless raid, leaving Americans with little officer should be immune from having to personally pay for technicians employed to operate them.
real protection in the face of all manner of abuses by law misbehavior on the job all belong to the same system, all X is for X-KEYSCORE, one of the many spying programs 
enforcement officials. cronies with a vested interest in protecting the police and their carried out by the National Security Agency that targets every 

L is for LICENSE PLATE READERS, which enable law infamous code of silence: city and county attorneys, police person in the United States who uses a computer or phone. 
enforcement and private agencies to track the whereabouts of commissioners, city councils and judges. This top-secret program “allows analysts to search with no 
vehicles, and their occupants, all across the country. This data R is for ROADSIDE STRIP SEARCHES and BLOOD prior authorization through vast databases containing emails, 
collected on tens of thousands of innocent people is also being DRAWS. The courts have increasingly erred on the side of online chats and the browsing histories of millions of 
shared between police agencies, as well as with fusion centers giving government officials — especially the police — vast individuals.”
and private companies. This puts Big Brother in the driver’s discretion in carrying out strip searches, blood draws and even Y is for YOU-NESS. Using your face, mannerisms, social 
seat. anal probes for a broad range of violations, no matter how media and “you-ness” against you, you can now be tracked 

M is for MAIN CORE. Since the 1980s, the U.S. minor the offense. In the past, strip searches were resorted to based on what you buy, where you go, what you do in public, 
government has acquired and maintained, without warrant or only in exceptional circumstances where police were and how you do what you do. Facial recognition software 
court order, a database of names and information on confident that a serious crime was in progress. In recent years, promises to create a society in which every individual who 
Americans considered to be threats to the nation. As Salon however, strip searches have become routine operating steps out into public is tracked and recorded as they go about 
reports, this database, reportedly dubbed “Main Core,” is to be procedures in which everyone is rendered a suspect and, as their daily business. The goal is for government agents to be 
used by the Army and FEMA in times of national emergency such, is subjected to treatment once reserved for only the most able to scan a crowd of people and instantaneously identify all 
or under martial law to locate and round up Americans seen as serious of criminals. of the individuals present. Facial recognition programs are 
threats to national security. As of 2008, there were some 8 S is for the SURVEILLANCE STATE. On any given day, being rolled out in states all across the country.
million Americans in the Main Core database. the average American going about his daily business will be Z is for ZERO TOLERANCE. We have moved into a new 

N is for NO-KNOCK RAIDS. Owing to the militarization monitored, surveilled, spied on and tracked in more than 20 paradigm in which young people are increasingly viewed as 
of the nation’s police forces, SWAT teams are now different ways, by both government and corporate eyes and suspects and treated as criminals by school officials and law 
increasingly being deployed for routine police matters. In fact, ears. A byproduct of this new age in which we live, whether enforcement alike, often for engaging in little more than 
more than 80,000 of these paramilitary raids are carried out you’re walking through a store, driving your car, checking childish behavior. In some jurisdictions, students have also 
every year. That translates to more than 200 SWAT team raids email, or talking to friends and family on the phone, you can be been penalized under school zero tolerance policies for such 
every day in which police crash through doors, damage private sure that some government agency, whether the NSA or some inane "crimes" as carrying cough drops, wearing black 
property, terrorize adults and children alike, kill family pets, other entity, is listening in and tracking your behavior. This lipstick, bringing nail clippers to school, using Listerine or 
assault or shoot anyone that is perceived as threatening — and doesn’t even begin to touch on the corporate trackers that Scope, and carrying fold-out combs that resemble 
all in the pursuit of someone merely suspected of a crime, monitor your purchases, web browsing, Facebook posts and switchblades. The lesson being taught to our youngest — and 
usually possession of some small amount of drugs. other activities taking place in the cyber sphere. most impressionable — citizens is this: in the American police 

O  i s  f o r  O V E R C R I M I N A L I Z AT I O N  a n d  T is for TASERS. Nonlethal weapons such as tasers, stun state, you’re either a prisoner (shackled, controlled, 
OVERREGULATION. Thanks to an overabundance of guns, rubber pellets and the like have been used by police as monitored, ordered about, limited in what you can do and say, 
4500-plus federal crimes and 400,000 plus rules and weapons of compliance more often and with less restraint — your life not your own) or a prison bureaucrat (politician, 
regulations, it’s estimated that the average American actually even against women and children — and in some instances, police officer, judge, jailer, spy, profiteer, etc.).
commits three felonies a day without knowing it. As a result of even causing death. These “nonlethal” weapons also enable As I make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on 
this overcriminalization, we’re seeing an uptick in Americans police to aggress with the push of a button, making the the American People, the reality we must come to terms with is 
being arrested and jailed for such absurd “violations” as letting potential for overblown confrontations over minor incidents that in the post-9/11 America we live in today, the government 
their kids play at a park unsupervised, collecting rainwater and that much more likely. A Taser Shockwave, for instance, can does whatever it wants, freedom be damned.
snow runoff on their own property, growing vegetables in their electrocute a crowd of people at the touch of a button. We have moved beyond the era of representative 
yard, and holding Bible studies in their living room. U is for UNARMED CITIZENS SHOT BY POLICE. No government and entered a new age.

P is for PATHOCRACY and PRECRIME. When our own longer is it unusual to hear about incidents in which police You can call it the age of authoritarianism. Or fascism. Or 
government treats us as things to be manipulated, shoot unarmed individuals first and ask questions later, often oligarchy. Or the American police state.
maneuvered, mined for data, manhandled by police, attributed to a fear for their safety. Yet the fatality rate of on- Whatever label you want to put on it, the end result is the 
mistreated, and then jailed in profit-driven private prisons if duty patrol officers is reportedly far lower than many other same: tyranny.                                                                   jjj

By Ashe Schow introduce the bill after his friend’s ex-wife 
falsely accused him of child sexual abuse.

(Daily Wire) - In the age of #MeToo, we’re “If they make an accusation, they better 
supposed to believe all women when they make sure it’s true and make them think twice 
make accusations of a sexual nature, but as I before they make a false accusation,” Drake 
have shown time and time and time again, that told the outlet.
is simply not true. Even when an accusation is Media outlets are, of course, reporting this 
proven to be false, via text or video evidence, bill by claiming it would hurt victims of sexual 
the false accuser faces little to no assault.
consequences .  Cer ta in ly  far  fewer  AL.com claimed that “If the accused is found 
consequences than the person falsely accused not guilty, the accuser would be responsible 
faces. for paying the accused person’s legal 

expenses.” The outlet also spoke to the 
director of the Alabama Coalition Against 
Rape, who said this bill would keep victims 
from coming forward.

“It’s not solving a new problem,” she said. “It 
is a problem if someone makes a false report, 
and that’s rare. It’s an effort to silence men and 
women who are coming forward about sexual 
assault. It’s an effort to make them afraid to 
come forward.”

MSNBC suffered a similar freak out.
AL.com then repeated the misleading 

statistic that just 2% to 10% of accusations are 
false. As I have written several times 
previously, this statistic only applies to 
accusations that are proven false. Since it is 
difficult to prove a negative, this is a rare 
occurrence. The remaining 90% to 98% are 
not “true,” however. In fact, just 3% to 5% go 
to trial and result in a guilty finding, so using 
the same logic used to claim few accusations 
are false, one could claim on 3% to 5% are 

Alabama State Rep. E. Richard “Dickie” true. Everything in between is questionable. 
Drake (R-Leeds) is trying to change that. There are reports that are “baseless” or 
Earlier this month, Drake introduced AL wrongly reported and those that lack evidence 
HB544, a bill that would punish false for an arrest. There are reports that don’t result 
accusations of sexual crime. As it stands, false in a trial (dismissed or pleaded) and those that 
accusers are only charged with filing a false go to trial but are found not guilty.
police report, a misdemeanor. Drake’s bill In a phone conversation, Drake told The 
would make it a Class C felony to “willfully, Daily Wire that his bill would not punish 
knowingly, and with malicious intent,” make accusers just because the accused was found 
“a false report of rape in the first degree, “not guilty.”
sodomy in the first degree, or sexual torture.” “Just because you accuse someone and 
The allegations would need to be proven false they’re found not guilty, doesn’t mean you will 
in order for the accuser to be punished. be charged and pay legal fees,” he said, adding 

The bill also makes it a Class A misdemeanor that a not guilty finding may simply mean 
to “willfully, knowingly, and with malicious there wasn't enough evidence to convict, not 
intent” make a “false report of rape in the that there was enough evidence to suggest the 
second degree, sodomy in the second degree, accusation was false.
sexual misconduct, sexual abuse in the first He added that, as the Wire reported, a person 
degree, sexual abuse in the second degree, would only be charged if their accusation was 
indecent exposure, enticing child to enter proven false and made “willingly, knowingly, 
vehicle, house etc., for immoral purposes, and with malicious intent.”
sexual abuse of a child under 12, or foster “It’s going to be hard to prove that, and I 
parent engaging in a sex act, etc., with a foster know that, but I know there are cases that were 
child.” Again, the allegations would need to be [proven untrue,” he told the Wire.
proven untrue. As examples, he listed The Scottsboro Boys 

In addition to the penalties for such felonies (he is from Alabama, after all), the Duke 
and misdemeanors (Class C felonies can result Lacrosse rape hoax, and Brian Banks.
in one to 10 years in prison and Class A Despite the media’s false reporting, Drake's 
misdemeanors can result in up to one year in bill is not about keeping victims from coming 
prison), those making false accusations may forward.
be liable for the legal fees of the falsely “I want victims to come forward with sexual 
accused. allegations,” he said. “I'm just trying to stop 

AL.com reported that Drake decided to the false accusations that ruin lives.”         jjj

Alabama Bill Aims To Punish 
False Accusations Of Rape - 

Media Cries Foul

E. Richard “Dickie” Drake

By Scott Shackford Rather than setting the city's police 
department back on track, however, Scott only 

(Reason) - The troubling police raid on a San made things worse. He said the application for 
F r a n c i s c o  j o u r n a l i s t ' s  h o m e  i n  a  the search warrant for Carmody's residence 
misguided—and possibly illegal—attempt to and his devices did not indicate that the target 
track down the identity of a leaker has was a journalist, suggesting that the officers 
descended into squabbling over who was who arranged for the raid were concealing 
responsible for the decision. relevant information and violating department 

On May 10, San Francisco police showed up policy.
at the home of freelance journalist Bryan Those remarks did not sit well with the San 
Carmody with a search warrant,  a Francisco Police Officers' Association, which 
sledgehammer, and guns drawn. They wanted responded over the weekend, describing 
to find out who had leaked to Carmody some Scott's statement as a "pathetic, deceitful, and 
confidential information from police reports shameful display of self-preservation, finger 
about the sudden death in February of Jeff pointing, and political kowtowing." The police 
Adachi, San Francisco's elected public union is demanding Scott's resignation.
defender. In the statement, Tony Montoya, the 

Adachi had been a frequent critic of police president of the union, claims that it was Scott 
conduct in San Francisco, and it's possible that who oversaw the investigation into the leak, 
whoever leaked certain salacious details about that Scott was in the loop on the whole process, 
Adachi's death to Carmody was in the employ that Scott's office knew Carmody was a 
of the police department and was looking to member of the press, and that it was Scott who 
tarnish Adachi's memory and legacy. didn't inform the sergeant who wrote the 

The motives for leaking the information search warrant about Carmody's status as a 
aren't relevant to California's shield laws, reporter. Had the sergeant known Carmody 
which protect reporters from being forced to was a journalist, Montoya added, the sergeant 
reveal their sources. But it does explain how would have followed proper protocols.
this has turned into a massive political In other words, Montoya claims that Scott is 
firestorm, with the mayor, city supervisors, throwing his own officers under the bus rather 
and politicians expressing outrage about the than taking responsibility for his central part in 
leak, and also about how the police have been a rushed leak investigation. The letter also 
handling it. attacks the prospects of an independent 

Initially, Police Chief William Scott investigation, which is a reminder of the role 
defended both the warrant and the raid, that police unions typically play in trying to 
claiming that Carmody was suspected of being protect misbehaving officers from facing any 
involved in some sort of "criminal conspiracy" sort of accountability.
in order to obtain the police reports illegally. We'll see how the independent investigation 
That explanation poured kerosene on a spools out, but at least the good news is that 
growing fire and by the next Friday, Scott had San Francisco police officials understand (or 
c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e r s e d  c o u r s e .  H e  at least publicly acknowledge) that it was 
acknowledged that the raid on Carmody was wrong to have sledgehammered Carmody's 
wrong and apologized, admitted the search gate, invaded his home, and taken his stuff in 
was possibly illegal, and called for an outside order to track down the identify of a leaker 
investigation. who, in all likelihood, is one of their own.  jjj

Police Raid on San Francisco 
Journalist Descends Into 

Blame Game

Police Chief William Scott, officers breaking in, and Carmody’s press pass
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convict an individual based solely on this very good definition of “Dismissed with (c) He or she commits or attempts to commit proclamation of Faire's guilt. Hanlon should 
incomplete “set of facts,” they, too, ignore Prejudice” comes from Illinois Legal Aid, the crime of either (1) robbery in the first or know better. Guilt is to be determined by a 
contextual evidence, which increases the which states, “a court case that is dismissed second degree, (2) rape in the first or second jury, until which point ALL should be 
chance for wrongful convictions. Prosecutors with prejudice means that it is dismissed degree, (3) burglary in the first degree, (4) considered innocent, especially those like 
really are relying on law enforcement's permanently. A case dismissed with prejudice arson in the first or second degree, or (5) James Faire who really are innocent of what 
“snapshot” investigation, and nothing could is over and done with, once and for all, and kidnapping in the first or second degree, and in they are charged with.
be a better example than Okanogan County, can't be brought back to court.” the course of or in furtherance of such crime or One thing is certain, James Faire deserves 
Washington's Vehicular Homicide case So, who knows the case better, and if it in immediate flight therefrom, he or she, or justice for being falsely prosecuted and 
against James Faire. should be dismissed? The judge who oversaw another participant, causes the death of a dogged for these four long years. The interest 

Faire, whose charges have been dismissed every aspect of the case, or Hanlon, a person other than one of the participants... of the public is justice for James Faire, not 
with prejudice by the judge overseeing his prosecutor with limited knowledge who some prosecutor's backward moral 
case, who cited “truly egregious cases of ... obviously has an agenda? notion that they must seek to convict an 
misconduct,” is facing an appeal of the Perhaps Hanlon should consult her copy of individual simply because they were 
dismissal ruling. Arian Noma, the newly the American Bar Association's Criminal charged, and the investigation's 
elected Okanogan County Prosecutor who had Justice Standards for the Prosecution “snapshot” paints a pretty picture.
already publicly stated, “The Faire case is an Function and come to grips that she should As Arian Noma once said, “A 
example of prosecutorial misconduct, “act with integrity and balanced judgment.” prosecutor must think, investigate, and 
incompetence at best,” decided to try and Furthermore, she might want to realize she learn the events and facts before 
avoid any appearance of impropriety. Noma “serves the public and not any particular charging anything – something that 
sent the potential motion to prosecutor Tamara government agency, law enforcement officer obviously didn’t take place in Faire’s 
Hanlon of Yakima County for consideration. or unit, witness or victim.” Most of all, Hanlon case...”
What Hanlon was supposed to do was look needs to remember that her primary duty as It is a shame that he, too, lost sight of the 
over the judge's ruling and see if there was a “prosecutor is to seek justice within the whole picture. But, maybe it's not too late 
matter of law that warranted an appeal. bounds of the law, not merely to convict.” for him to act. There can be no 
Instead, through a response to a motion filed Had Hanlon looked into the contextual impropriety if one is acting for the sake of 
by Faire's attorney Stephen Pidgeon, Hanlon evidence that shows there was a conspiracy to justice. As the above referenced 
makes a much more disturbing assertion: entrap and kidnap James Faire that was taking Prosecutor Hanlon and her boss, Yakima's Standards for the Prosecution Function 

place, she would have seen that Faire's actions, Elected Prosecutor Joseph Brusic, were states, “A prosecutor’s office should not … 
“The criminal charges against Faire were while he was being violently, physically emailed a copy of this article. Hanlon was maintain charges if it believes the defendant is 

improperly dismissed by the trial court. By assaulted were obviously defensive in nature, given the opportunity to respond, as well as innocent, no matter what the state of the 
bringing this appeal, the State seeks a reversal and accidental when it came to the death of answer several other questions that could have evidence.”
of the trial court’s decision that dismissed the Debra Long. We have published extensively relevance with this case as it moves forward. It's time to end this chain of abuses against 
case. Such a reversal would place the case on the events leading up to the conflict that Brusic respectfully responded writing, “we James Faire and drop this perfect picture of 
back on the trial track. A positive outcome for sadly ended Long's life – our articles may be cannot professionally and ethically answer injustice.
the State would mean Faire is then tried, found online at usobserver.com. Furthermore, your questions due to the ongoing litigation 
convicted, and sentenced for the crimes he with all the State's witnesses admitting Faire and current appeal in the Court of Appeals.” Editor's Note: The woman in the picture at 
was charged with. The State’s purpose in was the one being assaulted, and the the beginning of this article is an off duty 
appealing is to correct an erroneous trial established fact that the State's witnesses had The questions I felt Hanlon needed to Brazilian policewoman named Katia da Silva 
court decision so that the ends of justice may filed a false police report wherein they lied answer: Sastre. She witnessed the man, who had been 
be served.” about Faire in order to harm him, it should be armed, violently assault and attempt to rob a 

obvious that culpability for Long's death rests “...have [you] ever found a case as a group of women outside of a school. She was 
It is this kind of prosecutorial bias, overreach exclusively on the shoulders of the individual prosecutor that you have not sided with law forced to use her weapon to protect them 

and reliance on law enforcement's (and the who was engaging in the felonious act of enforcement or a fellow prosecutor when it from harm and fatally wounded the 
previous  prosecut ion ' s )  “snapshot”  assault and attempted kidnapping, not James came to continuing a prosecution against an assailant.
investigation that truly shows our justice Faire. In fact, Washington State law has individual? What was the case(s)? In the James Faire Case, we can 
system to be corrupt. If Hanlon was to take her already determined that such behavior “Have you had any personal or close understand why Okanogan County 
job as prescribed, she shouldn't be making any warrants a charge of Murder in the First professional relationship with Kreg or Karl Prosecutor Arian Noma passed the appeal 
assertion as to what a “positive outcome for the Degree: Sloan? What about Brandon Platter?” issue to another jurisdiction. What we can’t 
State” would be – other than taking issue with understand is why Noma hasn’t charged the 
the judge's legal ruling. And frankly, it is not RCW 9A.32.030: Murder in the first degree. The answers could be quite telling and we are chain-wielding madman, George Abrantes 
within her purview to say that if Faire was (1) A person is guilty of murder in the first well on our way to answering them for with Murder, as he had violently and 
convicted, justice would be served, because it degree when: ourselves – stay tuned. feloniously attacked James Faire, causing 
would be one of the most heinous acts of (a) With a premeditated intent to cause the the death of Debra Long. 
injustice, and it would fall right into her lap death of another person, he or she causes the However, Prosecutor Brusic brought up an Anyone with information – personal or 
and follow her to the end of her days. death of such person or of a third person; or interesting point, there is litigation ongoing. otherwise – on Tamara Hanlon, and/or 

See, when Judge Christopher Culp (b) Under circumstances manifesting an James Faire's $30-million tort claim and regarding prosecutorial abuses in either 
dismissed this case with prejudice, the plaintiff extreme indifference to human life, he or she pending civil rights lawsuit against Okanogan Okanogan County or Yakima County is asked 
– in this instance, Washington State –  can't engages in conduct which creates a grave risk County, which I am sure Yakima County just to please contact the US~Observer at 
ever retry James Faire on these charges. It was of death to any person, and thereby causes the waded into with Hanlon's unsolicited and 5 4 1 - 4 7 4 - 7 8 8 5  o r  b y  e m a i l i n g  
intended on being the ultimate final ruling. A death of a person; or completely contrary-to-established-facts editor@usobserver.com.                        jjj

Continued from page 1 • How to Win Against Assault and Battery Criminal Charges

innocence. From that point forward, we use For your sake, ask anyone you deal with for publishing is not always necessary. “Without doubt, if I didn't have the 
that evidence to force a dismissal or acquittal. references. If you are to entrust someone to Prosecutors know all too well the value of US~Observer to expose the evidence, I 
If needed, we publish the facts of your case – help you win – wouldn't you want to talk to evidence. In our recent clients' case, we simply would have been convicted. The 
facts that put crooked government agents on others they have already helped? Would you obtained the evidence, contacted the US~Observer saved my life.” 
the defense. trust a couple online reviews with something prosecutor and shared our concerns. Shortly - Kevin Olsen, US~Observer Client 

as important as your freedom? The after, our client had their criminal assault 
“Within weeks of hiring the US~Observer US~Observer has many people who can share charges dismissed. Since our client’s name As was the case of Kevin Olsen. Kevin faced 
my case was over. All of my false assault firsthand knowledge of how we win. Using a was not published by the mainstream media, assault and battery charges resulting from his 

charges were dismissed.” National Newspaper, understanding the they asked to maintain anonymity. This is not encounter with a retired fire captain who had 
- US~Observer Client system, gathering evidence in your case and uncommon either. Would you want your name connections with local police. It turned out that 

utilizing your evidence properly is the key to published stating you were arrested? Most do Kevin was the victim and the US~Observer 
SECURE YOUR FREEDOM securing your freedom. Bottom line, the not. exposed everything! The jury came back with 

US~Observer's defense tactics are an Aside from this case, prosecutors often a swift and unanimous “not guilty” verdict! 
The US~Observer has spent almost thirty- important weapon to add to your defense – in refuse to dismiss charges when the 

years publishing stories of men and women many cases the only weapon you'll need. US~Observer is not involved – even when the CHOOSE THOSE WHO WIN
who have been falsely arrested and charged evidence is compelling. Having the 
with crimes they did not commit. Time is CASE SAMPLES US~Observer on your side helps prevent If you are facing false assault and battery 
always crucial when you are facing false unwarranted criminal trials. Making the facts criminal charges – don't wait until it’s too late. 
criminal charges, especially assault charges. The US~Observer recently helped another of your case public knowledge exposes the Do not put all your faith in a basket that comes 
Publicly exposing untruths can be key to victim of false assault and battery criminal government’s untruths and holds the elected with a 90% loss rate. Call the US~Observer 
proving your innocence. Most important to charges. This client asked to have their name official who oversees the prosecutor’s office today. Talk to previous clients who can give 
understand is that preventing your wrongful withheld as we helped them defeat their accountable. Overzealous prosecutors are you firsthand accounts of why you should 
prosecution is EXTREMELY easier than charges without the need of a trial. Sometimes common;  ano ther  reason  why  the  have our help.  Your life and freedom are too 
overturning a wrongful conviction. the evidence obtained is so glaring, that US~Observer helps vindicate the innocent. important to roll the dice with the status quo! j

Continued from page 1 • Perfect Picture of Injustice ...

The US~Observer is proud to announce the release of  Dr. Kathy Marshack’s latest book: 

When Empathy Fails: How to stop those hell-bent on destroying you.

People get along when they empathize with one another. However, there are those in our society who operate without empathy. They are the 
people who victimize others; who lie, and cheat, and steal. They are the one’s who take without regard, and live as if  they are the end all.

Kathy Marshack, Ph.D. knows first-hand the power these types of  individuals can have in our lives, and in When Empathy Fails she tells her 
riveting true story. Marshack also shares hard-learned lessons on how you can protect yourself  from people who literally care less about you. 
Furthermore, she introduces the Empathy Dysfunction (EmD) Scale to help you identify people who have a dysfunctional lack of  empathy so 
you can shield yourself  from the destruction they leave in their wake.

It takes more than courage to stop unscrupulous people in their tracks; the ultimate protection is to increase your own empathy. If  you’ve 
been hurt just once or maybe too many times to count, by a person with EmD, apply the warrior training offered in Marshack’s book and 
reclaim the beautiful life you are meant to live. 

You can get your copy of  When Empathy Fails on paperback or Kindle. Just go to www.kmarshack.com!

When Empathy Fails is a US~Observer publication.

Kathy Marshack

Continued from page 8 • D is for a Dictatorship Disguised as Democracy

cars populate the highways, and a person’s biometrics are we dare step out of line, we are no longer operating under a professions, including construction, logging, fishing, truck 
constantly scanned and used to track their movements, target constitutional republic. Instead, what we are experiencing is a driving, and even trash collection.
them for advertising, and keep them under perpetual pathocracy: tyranny at the hands of a psychopathic V is for VIPR SQUADS. So-called “soft target” security 
surveillance. government, which “operates against the interests of its own inspections, carried out by roving VIPR task forces, comprised 

J is for JAILING FOR PROFIT. Having outsourced their people except for favoring certain groups.” Couple that with of federal air marshals, surface transportation security 
inmate population to private prisons run by private the government’s burgeoning precrime programs, which will inspectors, transportation security officers, behavior detection 
corporations, this profit-driven form of mass punishment has use fusion centers, data collection agencies, behavioral officers and explosive detection canine teams, are taking place 
given rise to a $70 billion private prison industry that relies on scientists, corporations, social media, and community whenever and wherever the government deems appropriate, at 
the complicity of state governments to keep their privately run organizers and by relying on cutting-edge technology for random times and places, and without needing the justification 
prisons full by jailing large numbers of Americans for inane surveillance, facial recognition, predictive policing, of a particular threat.
crimes. biometrics, and behavioral epigenetics in order to identify and W is for WHOLE-BODY SCANNERS. Using either x-ray 

K is for KENTUCKY V. KING. In an 8-1 ruling, the deter so-called potential “extremists,” dissidents or rabble- radiation or radio waves, scanning devices and government 
Supreme Court ruled that police officers can break into homes, rousers. Bear in mind that anyone seen as opposing the mobile units are being used not only to “see” through your 
without a warrant, even if it’s the wrong home as long as they government — whether they’re Left, Right or somewhere in clothes but to spy on you within the privacy of your home. 
think they have a reason to do so. Despite the fact that the between — is now viewed as an extremist. While these mobile scanners are being sold to the American 
police in question ended up pursuing the wrong suspect, Q is for QUALIFIED IMMUNITY. Qualified immunity public as necessary security and safety measures, we can ill 
invaded the wrong apartment and violated just about every allows officers to walk away without paying a dime for their afford to forget that such systems are rife with the potential for 
tenet that stands between us and a police state, the Court wrongdoing. Conveniently, those deciding whether a police abuse, not only by government bureaucrats but by the 
sanctioned the warrantless raid, leaving Americans with little officer should be immune from having to personally pay for technicians employed to operate them.
real protection in the face of all manner of abuses by law misbehavior on the job all belong to the same system, all X is for X-KEYSCORE, one of the many spying programs 
enforcement officials. cronies with a vested interest in protecting the police and their carried out by the National Security Agency that targets every 

L is for LICENSE PLATE READERS, which enable law infamous code of silence: city and county attorneys, police person in the United States who uses a computer or phone. 
enforcement and private agencies to track the whereabouts of commissioners, city councils and judges. This top-secret program “allows analysts to search with no 
vehicles, and their occupants, all across the country. This data R is for ROADSIDE STRIP SEARCHES and BLOOD prior authorization through vast databases containing emails, 
collected on tens of thousands of innocent people is also being DRAWS. The courts have increasingly erred on the side of online chats and the browsing histories of millions of 
shared between police agencies, as well as with fusion centers giving government officials — especially the police — vast individuals.”
and private companies. This puts Big Brother in the driver’s discretion in carrying out strip searches, blood draws and even Y is for YOU-NESS. Using your face, mannerisms, social 
seat. anal probes for a broad range of violations, no matter how media and “you-ness” against you, you can now be tracked 

M is for MAIN CORE. Since the 1980s, the U.S. minor the offense. In the past, strip searches were resorted to based on what you buy, where you go, what you do in public, 
government has acquired and maintained, without warrant or only in exceptional circumstances where police were and how you do what you do. Facial recognition software 
court order, a database of names and information on confident that a serious crime was in progress. In recent years, promises to create a society in which every individual who 
Americans considered to be threats to the nation. As Salon however, strip searches have become routine operating steps out into public is tracked and recorded as they go about 
reports, this database, reportedly dubbed “Main Core,” is to be procedures in which everyone is rendered a suspect and, as their daily business. The goal is for government agents to be 
used by the Army and FEMA in times of national emergency such, is subjected to treatment once reserved for only the most able to scan a crowd of people and instantaneously identify all 
or under martial law to locate and round up Americans seen as serious of criminals. of the individuals present. Facial recognition programs are 
threats to national security. As of 2008, there were some 8 S is for the SURVEILLANCE STATE. On any given day, being rolled out in states all across the country.
million Americans in the Main Core database. the average American going about his daily business will be Z is for ZERO TOLERANCE. We have moved into a new 

N is for NO-KNOCK RAIDS. Owing to the militarization monitored, surveilled, spied on and tracked in more than 20 paradigm in which young people are increasingly viewed as 
of the nation’s police forces, SWAT teams are now different ways, by both government and corporate eyes and suspects and treated as criminals by school officials and law 
increasingly being deployed for routine police matters. In fact, ears. A byproduct of this new age in which we live, whether enforcement alike, often for engaging in little more than 
more than 80,000 of these paramilitary raids are carried out you’re walking through a store, driving your car, checking childish behavior. In some jurisdictions, students have also 
every year. That translates to more than 200 SWAT team raids email, or talking to friends and family on the phone, you can be been penalized under school zero tolerance policies for such 
every day in which police crash through doors, damage private sure that some government agency, whether the NSA or some inane "crimes" as carrying cough drops, wearing black 
property, terrorize adults and children alike, kill family pets, other entity, is listening in and tracking your behavior. This lipstick, bringing nail clippers to school, using Listerine or 
assault or shoot anyone that is perceived as threatening — and doesn’t even begin to touch on the corporate trackers that Scope, and carrying fold-out combs that resemble 
all in the pursuit of someone merely suspected of a crime, monitor your purchases, web browsing, Facebook posts and switchblades. The lesson being taught to our youngest — and 
usually possession of some small amount of drugs. other activities taking place in the cyber sphere. most impressionable — citizens is this: in the American police 

O  i s  f o r  O V E R C R I M I N A L I Z AT I O N  a n d  T is for TASERS. Nonlethal weapons such as tasers, stun state, you’re either a prisoner (shackled, controlled, 
OVERREGULATION. Thanks to an overabundance of guns, rubber pellets and the like have been used by police as monitored, ordered about, limited in what you can do and say, 
4500-plus federal crimes and 400,000 plus rules and weapons of compliance more often and with less restraint — your life not your own) or a prison bureaucrat (politician, 
regulations, it’s estimated that the average American actually even against women and children — and in some instances, police officer, judge, jailer, spy, profiteer, etc.).
commits three felonies a day without knowing it. As a result of even causing death. These “nonlethal” weapons also enable As I make clear in my book Battlefield America: The War on 
this overcriminalization, we’re seeing an uptick in Americans police to aggress with the push of a button, making the the American People, the reality we must come to terms with is 
being arrested and jailed for such absurd “violations” as letting potential for overblown confrontations over minor incidents that in the post-9/11 America we live in today, the government 
their kids play at a park unsupervised, collecting rainwater and that much more likely. A Taser Shockwave, for instance, can does whatever it wants, freedom be damned.
snow runoff on their own property, growing vegetables in their electrocute a crowd of people at the touch of a button. We have moved beyond the era of representative 
yard, and holding Bible studies in their living room. U is for UNARMED CITIZENS SHOT BY POLICE. No government and entered a new age.

P is for PATHOCRACY and PRECRIME. When our own longer is it unusual to hear about incidents in which police You can call it the age of authoritarianism. Or fascism. Or 
government treats us as things to be manipulated, shoot unarmed individuals first and ask questions later, often oligarchy. Or the American police state.
maneuvered, mined for data, manhandled by police, attributed to a fear for their safety. Yet the fatality rate of on- Whatever label you want to put on it, the end result is the 
mistreated, and then jailed in profit-driven private prisons if duty patrol officers is reportedly far lower than many other same: tyranny.                                                                   jjj

By Ashe Schow introduce the bill after his friend’s ex-wife 
falsely accused him of child sexual abuse.

(Daily Wire) - In the age of #MeToo, we’re “If they make an accusation, they better 
supposed to believe all women when they make sure it’s true and make them think twice 
make accusations of a sexual nature, but as I before they make a false accusation,” Drake 
have shown time and time and time again, that told the outlet.
is simply not true. Even when an accusation is Media outlets are, of course, reporting this 
proven to be false, via text or video evidence, bill by claiming it would hurt victims of sexual 
the false accuser faces little to no assault.
consequences .  Cer ta in ly  far  fewer  AL.com claimed that “If the accused is found 
consequences than the person falsely accused not guilty, the accuser would be responsible 
faces. for paying the accused person’s legal 

expenses.” The outlet also spoke to the 
director of the Alabama Coalition Against 
Rape, who said this bill would keep victims 
from coming forward.

“It’s not solving a new problem,” she said. “It 
is a problem if someone makes a false report, 
and that’s rare. It’s an effort to silence men and 
women who are coming forward about sexual 
assault. It’s an effort to make them afraid to 
come forward.”

MSNBC suffered a similar freak out.
AL.com then repeated the misleading 

statistic that just 2% to 10% of accusations are 
false. As I have written several times 
previously, this statistic only applies to 
accusations that are proven false. Since it is 
difficult to prove a negative, this is a rare 
occurrence. The remaining 90% to 98% are 
not “true,” however. In fact, just 3% to 5% go 
to trial and result in a guilty finding, so using 
the same logic used to claim few accusations 
are false, one could claim on 3% to 5% are 

Alabama State Rep. E. Richard “Dickie” true. Everything in between is questionable. 
Drake (R-Leeds) is trying to change that. There are reports that are “baseless” or 
Earlier this month, Drake introduced AL wrongly reported and those that lack evidence 
HB544, a bill that would punish false for an arrest. There are reports that don’t result 
accusations of sexual crime. As it stands, false in a trial (dismissed or pleaded) and those that 
accusers are only charged with filing a false go to trial but are found not guilty.
police report, a misdemeanor. Drake’s bill In a phone conversation, Drake told The 
would make it a Class C felony to “willfully, Daily Wire that his bill would not punish 
knowingly, and with malicious intent,” make accusers just because the accused was found 
“a false report of rape in the first degree, “not guilty.”
sodomy in the first degree, or sexual torture.” “Just because you accuse someone and 
The allegations would need to be proven false they’re found not guilty, doesn’t mean you will 
in order for the accuser to be punished. be charged and pay legal fees,” he said, adding 

The bill also makes it a Class A misdemeanor that a not guilty finding may simply mean 
to “willfully, knowingly, and with malicious there wasn't enough evidence to convict, not 
intent” make a “false report of rape in the that there was enough evidence to suggest the 
second degree, sodomy in the second degree, accusation was false.
sexual misconduct, sexual abuse in the first He added that, as the Wire reported, a person 
degree, sexual abuse in the second degree, would only be charged if their accusation was 
indecent exposure, enticing child to enter proven false and made “willingly, knowingly, 
vehicle, house etc., for immoral purposes, and with malicious intent.”
sexual abuse of a child under 12, or foster “It’s going to be hard to prove that, and I 
parent engaging in a sex act, etc., with a foster know that, but I know there are cases that were 
child.” Again, the allegations would need to be [proven untrue,” he told the Wire.
proven untrue. As examples, he listed The Scottsboro Boys 

In addition to the penalties for such felonies (he is from Alabama, after all), the Duke 
and misdemeanors (Class C felonies can result Lacrosse rape hoax, and Brian Banks.
in one to 10 years in prison and Class A Despite the media’s false reporting, Drake's 
misdemeanors can result in up to one year in bill is not about keeping victims from coming 
prison), those making false accusations may forward.
be liable for the legal fees of the falsely “I want victims to come forward with sexual 
accused. allegations,” he said. “I'm just trying to stop 

AL.com reported that Drake decided to the false accusations that ruin lives.”         jjj

Alabama Bill Aims To Punish 
False Accusations Of Rape - 

Media Cries Foul

E. Richard “Dickie” Drake

By Scott Shackford Rather than setting the city's police 
department back on track, however, Scott only 

(Reason) - The troubling police raid on a San made things worse. He said the application for 
F r a n c i s c o  j o u r n a l i s t ' s  h o m e  i n  a  the search warrant for Carmody's residence 
misguided—and possibly illegal—attempt to and his devices did not indicate that the target 
track down the identity of a leaker has was a journalist, suggesting that the officers 
descended into squabbling over who was who arranged for the raid were concealing 
responsible for the decision. relevant information and violating department 

On May 10, San Francisco police showed up policy.
at the home of freelance journalist Bryan Those remarks did not sit well with the San 
Carmody with a search warrant,  a Francisco Police Officers' Association, which 
sledgehammer, and guns drawn. They wanted responded over the weekend, describing 
to find out who had leaked to Carmody some Scott's statement as a "pathetic, deceitful, and 
confidential information from police reports shameful display of self-preservation, finger 
about the sudden death in February of Jeff pointing, and political kowtowing." The police 
Adachi, San Francisco's elected public union is demanding Scott's resignation.
defender. In the statement, Tony Montoya, the 

Adachi had been a frequent critic of police president of the union, claims that it was Scott 
conduct in San Francisco, and it's possible that who oversaw the investigation into the leak, 
whoever leaked certain salacious details about that Scott was in the loop on the whole process, 
Adachi's death to Carmody was in the employ that Scott's office knew Carmody was a 
of the police department and was looking to member of the press, and that it was Scott who 
tarnish Adachi's memory and legacy. didn't inform the sergeant who wrote the 

The motives for leaking the information search warrant about Carmody's status as a 
aren't relevant to California's shield laws, reporter. Had the sergeant known Carmody 
which protect reporters from being forced to was a journalist, Montoya added, the sergeant 
reveal their sources. But it does explain how would have followed proper protocols.
this has turned into a massive political In other words, Montoya claims that Scott is 
firestorm, with the mayor, city supervisors, throwing his own officers under the bus rather 
and politicians expressing outrage about the than taking responsibility for his central part in 
leak, and also about how the police have been a rushed leak investigation. The letter also 
handling it. attacks the prospects of an independent 

Initially, Police Chief William Scott investigation, which is a reminder of the role 
defended both the warrant and the raid, that police unions typically play in trying to 
claiming that Carmody was suspected of being protect misbehaving officers from facing any 
involved in some sort of "criminal conspiracy" sort of accountability.
in order to obtain the police reports illegally. We'll see how the independent investigation 
That explanation poured kerosene on a spools out, but at least the good news is that 
growing fire and by the next Friday, Scott had San Francisco police officials understand (or 
c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e r s e d  c o u r s e .  H e  at least publicly acknowledge) that it was 
acknowledged that the raid on Carmody was wrong to have sledgehammered Carmody's 
wrong and apologized, admitted the search gate, invaded his home, and taken his stuff in 
was possibly illegal, and called for an outside order to track down the identify of a leaker 
investigation. who, in all likelihood, is one of their own.  jjj

Police Raid on San Francisco 
Journalist Descends Into 

Blame Game

Police Chief William Scott, officers breaking in, and Carmody’s press pass



for  example,  f inding are willing to devote these sorts of resources to 
cooperative witnesses will most homicide cases.
be very difficult indeed. If The most common rationale given for this 
the crime was part of a drug inattention to the most violent crimes is that 
deal, this makes things police agencies are already stretched too thin to 
m u c h  h a r d e r  f o r  address every crime.
investigators as well. But is this a valid excuse?

But there are also plenty Perhaps not when we note how little of police 
of factors well within the time and resources are spent on addressing 
control of police. As noted violent crime.
by researchers Anthony A. According to the Vera Institute of Justice, 
B r a g a  a n d  D e s i r e e  “fewer than five percent” of arrests:
Dusseault:

are for serious violent crimes. Instead, the bulk 
Factors that were within of police work is in response to incidents that are 

police control and exerted not criminal in nature and the majority of arrests 
significant influence on involve non-serious offenses like “drug abuse 
whether homicide cases violations”—arrests for which increased more 

Among violent crimes, homicides experience were cleared included the actions of the first than 170 percent between 1980 and 
the highest clearance rate by far, at 61 percent. officer on the scene, response time less than 30 2016—disorderly conduct, and a nondescript 
Aggravated assault comes in at 53 percent, and minutes, the notification of the crime lab and low-level offense category known as “all other 
rape at 34 percent. medical examiner’s office, the number of non-traffic offenses.”

But these are just cases where arrests are made detectives assigned to the case, detective follow-
and prosecutions are initiated. A smaller number up on information provided by witnesses, These offenses are behind 80 percent of all 
of cases actually lead to convictions. A crime computer checks on involved individuals and any arrests.
may be cleared even when the suspect is later guns in the case... Put a little differently: criminologist Victor 
exonerated. Kappeler concludes that per capita, police make 

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, In a study by B. Forst, J. Lucianovic, and S. J. 14 arrests per year. But, “less than one of these 
the nationwide conviction rate for murders is 70 Cox, the authors: arrests would have been for a violent crime and 
percent. fewer than two arrests would have been for 

So, we may be looking at a situation in which Discovered that officers with the most arrests property crimes. In fact, 12 of the arrests made by 
for every 100 homicides, 61 percent are cleared, and convictions commonly re-sponded most our ‘average’ police officer would have been for 
and then 70 percent of those — 43 cases — lead rapidly to calls for service, were better crime petty crimes like minor drug or alcohol 
to conviction. And this assumes that the correct scene managers, were best at identifying, possession, disorderly conduct, and vandalism.”
person is convicted. According to some locating, and questioning witnesses, and This should not be shocking when we consider 
estimates, four percent of inmates on how police departments work. From a 
death row are innocent. Wrongful professional standpoint, spending long 
conviction rates are assumed to be higher hours on a small number of violent 
for lesser crimes since officials are less offenses is not a good way to move up in 
rigorous in establishing guilt when the ranks. Police departments often base 
capital punishment is not on the table. promotions and pay on number of arrests 

These are all aggregate estimates, of made, and other metrics which drive 
course, but it's not outlandish to conclude personnel toward making easy arrests for 
from the available evidence that at least easily-observed offenses.
half of homicides don’t lead to As noted by William Waegel in an 
conviction of the guilty party. article on police procedures, police 
Convictions for other sorts of crimes are personnel were driven by expectations 
well below that. for “production of investigative reports” 

Moreover,  clearance rates for and “two or more arrests per week.” 
homicides and other crimes are far below Thus, cases unlikely to lead to quick 
the national average in certain places. arrests were “skimmed” in which hard-
According to Peoria, Illinois’ Journal- to-solve cases were deemed “routine 
Star, “the Murder Accountability Project cases” and “given little attention.”
was able to determine the state’s 2015 From this perspective, busting a ring of 
clearance rate at roughly 37 percent. By skilled burglars, or hunting down a gangland 
comparison, Peoria cleared 47 percent of its displayed more of the characteristics commonly killer, brings few advantages. Moreover, making 
cases that same year.” identified as relevant to successful investigators. a small number of homicide arrests doesn’t help 

Meanwhile, Boston’s police department recent In addition, Forst discovered that cases in which departmental revenues as do drug busts that can 
increased its clearance rate to slightly above the an arrest was made within 30 minutes after the bring with them lucrative seizures through asset 
national average, but this “followed a five-year case was reported had the highest chance of forfeiture laws.
period, from 2007 to 2011, when homicide resulting in a conviction. This helps explain why many police agencies 
detectives had cleared only 148 of 314 killings, spend enormous amounts of time tracking down 
with a clearance rate of 47 percent.” Forst, et al, also found that “a relatively small suburban pot smokers while thieves and thugs go 

With so few homicides leading to convictions, number of officers make a disproportionate un-investigated.
it’s not surprising that one criminologist has number of arrests that result in conviction.”

1described the situation as “a national disaster.” That is, a small subset of police personnel made  It should be noted that when it comes to 
arrests that were of higher quality than other killings of police officers, clearance rates are 

BETTER POLICE WORK CAN LEAD TO officers. These, we might conclude, were the considerably higher. According to NPR: “‘Take, 
BETTER OUTCOMES most competent officers who engaged in the for example, homicides of police officers in the 

most rigorous police work described above: course of their duty,’ [criminologist Charles 
Part of the reason that low clearance rates are finding witnesses, managing a crime scene, Wellford] says. On paper, they’re the kind of 

alarming is that they create the conditions that responding quickly, etc. homicide that’s hardest to solve — ‘they're 
lead to fewer clearances in the future. For Assigning more police resources to cases helps frequently done in communities that generally 
example, if witnesses believe the police are with outcomes as well. According to a report for have low clearance rates. ... They’re stranger-to-
unlikely to actually arrest and prosecute the the National Institute of Justice: stranger homicides; they [have] high potential of 
guilty parties, witnesses are more likely to be too retaliation [for] witnesses.’ And yet, Wellford 
frightened to come forward. In the case of lesser The data indicate that the number of detectives says, they’re almost always cleared.”
crimes, such as sexual assaults and burglaries, assigned to a case is particularly important: 
many victims may conclude the unlikelihood of a Assigning a minimum of three detectives and US~Observer Editor’s Note: It’s not 
conviction make reporting crimes not even worth perhaps four appears to increase the likelihood surprising to see that police are pressured to 
the trouble. of clearing it. ... The city with the consistently perform quickly. In fact, it causes them to 

Police agencies are often quick to point out that highest clearance rates also was the city that was perform “carelessly” when they do go after a 
many of these issues are beyond their direct much more likely to devote 11 detectives during case. It is our experience that they often build a 
control. And, some factors beyond police control the initial days of investigation. case around an easy narrative and suspect, 
can make some cases very difficult to even if all of the evidence doesn’t fit. 
investigate. If the victim was a member of a gang, In practice, however, few police departments jjj
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Continued from page 1 • Wrongfully Accused of Homicide ...

By Pat Reavy me." Thomas hired a new attorney, want my personal view, I think it 
On May 4, 2018, Thomas was James Lewis, to fight the was highly inappropriate how the 

(Desert News) Salt Lake City - charged in 8th District Court with misdemeanor. case was handled from beginning 
A little over a year ago, Darin five felonies: conspiracy to "We were a little bit perplexed to end,” Lewis said. "I don’t think 
"Ace" Thomas' world was commit rape of a child, conspiracy about why they decided to the case should have ever been 
unexpectedly turned upside to commit sodomy on a child, proceed with that misdemeanor. brought. I think it was wholly 
down. conspiracy to have So we got ready for trial and then lacking in adequate evidence to 

T h e  R o o s e v e l t  unlawful  sexual  found out late in the evening back up the charges."
m a n ,  w h o  h a d  activity with a minor before trial that their so-called Lewis said after he became 
w o r k e d  i n  t h e  and two counts of ‘key witness’ would not be Thomas' lawyer, he was able to get 
Duchesne County attempted sexual appearing at the trial. And so that his client's seized electronic 
School District for exploitation of a case was dismissed the next devices back. On one phone, he 
m o r e  t h a n  t w o  minor, as well as a morning,” he said. said there was a long text 
decades and will turn misdemeanor charge The "key witness," according to conversation between Thomas 
50 next week, was of patronizing a both Thomas and Lewis, was the and the woman that was clearly 
accused of offering a prostitute. woman who claimed she was exculpatory evidence.
woman money for An undercover  being solicited by Thomas. "There was no money for sex 
sex, and encouraging officer from the On April 24, the prosecutor component whatsoever,” he said.
that woman to find Ve r n a l  P o l i c e  made a motion for the case to be "Not one thing of any evidence 
juvenile girls to Department used the dismissed "stating a witness that is of any impropriety at all was ever 
a lso  par t ic ipate ,  c e l l p h o n e  o f  a  critical to his case was not served found on any of my devices. And 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  p o l i c e  a n d  woman whom Thomas had been with the subpoena," according to I’ve kept every phone for the last 
prosecutors. accused of propositioning, and court records. 20 years. So they had everything 

On April 29, the last of the six then posed as that woman. The Lewis said the two officers who from my whole life, and they did 
criminal charges against Thomas charges state that Thomas were also expected to take the not find one (piece of evidence),” 
was dropped. allegedly offered the woman $100 witness stand, each blamed the Thomas added.

But the damage had already for sex and that he wanted to have other for not serving the Thomas said he is now in the 
been done. sex with two girls, ages 13 and 16. subpoena, though he also noted it process of talking to the school 

"My whole life is destroyed over Thomas said after he was was "kind of surprising they didn't district about getting his job back. 
a false accusation,” he told the arrested, he spent 11 days in jail, figure that out until the night He said he is thankful for people 
Deseret News. "It’s so frustrating including five in soli tary before the trial." like Lewis.
to get your life pulled out from confinement. Thomas and Lewis believe the "I cannot say enough good about 
under you over somebody making But on Jan. 30, all the felony w o m a n  w a s  m a k i n g  u p  that man. He is just an honest man, 
stuff up." charges against Thomas were accusations and throwing out and I didn’t think there was an 

Now as Thomas works to regain dismissed. All that remained was names to police in an effort to honest attorney left in this world,” 
what he has lost, he is also the charge of sexual solicitation. avoid her own pending prison Thomas said.
planning a lawsuit against those According to Thomas, at that sentence. "You’re supposed to be innocent 
whose false claims resulted in jail point, his attorney advised him "The police officers believed it until proven guilty, but this world 
time, lost wages and a damaged that he would likely have to plead hook, line and sinker, and actually is not that way anymore. You are 
reputation. guilty to that count. But Thomas participated in this so-called guilty the second you’re charged. 

"People hear this horrible stuff, remained steadfast and said no. ‘sting’ where they didn’t really get And you’re fighting for your life. 
they want to jump on this kind of "I told them from the get-go, I a n y  s o l i d  e v i d e n c e  b u t  And  no  mat te r  wha t  the  
stuff,” he said. "It’s destroyed my knew I did nothing wrong,” he nevertheless proceeded with circumstances, you are not 
life. It’s taken everything from said. bringing these charges. If you innocent.”                              jjj

Man says life was destroyed over false accusation

of fighting the kind of battle it will take to win life-altering false felony sex abuse charges and far less expensive to resolve a case before 
your case... maintains, “the US~Observer's services were a there is a conviction.  

fraction of a cost to attorneys I talked to, and The US~Observer has seasoned sex abuse 
SEX ABUSE 101 their investigation and efforts are what got me professionals who know exactly what it takes to 

totally vindicated.” win. While an individual may need an attorney in 
Sex crimes are one of the easiest cases for some instances, attempting to avoid the 

prosecutors to obtain a conviction. They often WHY THE US~OBSERVER FOR SEX horrendous costs of hiring one in the first place is 
don't need any DNA or even a secondary witness; ABUSE CHARGES? solid advice, especially in sex abuse criminal 
they just rely on the accusation alone to get a cases. Attorneys have Bar rules they must adhere 
conviction. Often, the accuser already knows this In short, we win. Don't take our word for it, read to just as private investigators have many rules to 
sad reality. the testimonials online at usobserver.com or call follow because they are licensed. The 

But what can a person do, knowing that Justice 541-474-7885 and get the contact information US~Observer is not bound, or as I say, 
Department statistics show that 90-plus percent for previous clients whose cases were only won “strangled” by rules, which, by design, limit the 
of all criminal cases in the United States end with because of the US~Observer. We are effective ability to find and preserve the truth in many 
guilty pleas or verdicts, to defend themselves because we prove our clients are innocent instances. Again, obtaining evidence and then 
against being wrongly convicted for a sex crime? through a thorough investigation and we deliver delivering that evidence properly wins cases.
Isn't rushing to get an attorney what we've been that evidence to the right people, using proven 
conditioned to do? methods, and it is highly effective. REFERENCES ARE IMPORTANT

Unfortunately, sex abuse conviction statistics Our investigative journalists expose the 
show that defense attorneys lose more often accuser’s motive or lack thereof; the absence of Again, go to usobserver.com and look at our 
when defending sex abuse crimes than they do physical evidence; the fact that there is no vindicated clients. A good number of them were 
with other criminal cases. This is a very grim eyewitness or that a supposed eyewitness is once wrongly arrested for a sex abuse crime and 
reality for those who are facing many years or lying, inconsistent statements made by the fortunately for them, they turned to an 
possibly life in prison if wrongfully convicted. accuser; the lack of DNA evidence; the organization that gets results in defeating false 
And, prison is only the beginning – living a life in circumstances of the accuser at the time of their sex abuse charges. These people were all found 
public as a registered sex offender is an accusation (closely related to motive); the innocent, either by having their charge(s) 
unimaginable prospect, especially for one who is accuser’s attempted relationship protection; dismissed or by acquittal. You'll see what they 
innocent of the crime. financial gain by the accuser; the accuser’s say about our help. 

According to Shawn Tucker, the father of a son attempt to protect their image by falsely accusing Just know that there is an organization that 
whose freedom was almost lost to 16 false sex another, and more. cares about your innocence. It is the 
abuse related charges, the first thing you should Time is most certainly of the essence when a US~Observer. 
do is call the US~Observer at 541-474-7885. person is arrested for or charged with a sex abuse Editor’s Note: If you or a loved one are facing 
“What they did in my son's case was nothing crime. There are two major reasons why time is false sex abuse charges of any kind, pick up 
short of a miracle,” Tucker said. important. Often, crucial evidence is lost when a your phone and call 541-474-7885 or send an 

Another client, Jessica M., who herself faced witness disappears or dies. Also, it is much easier email to editor@usobserver.com.                jjj

Continued from page 1 • Don’t Let Sex Abuse Charges Ruin Your Life

Among their other legacies, decades of The work of taking responsibility for 
determined hide-the-ball have convinced the learning how things go wrong in our justice 
media that the discovery of any contributing system, after tragedies like wrongful 
factor or fumbling worker in the background convictions and unnecessary police 
of an event presents a delectable opportunity shootings, is an indispensable element of 
for “blaming and shaming.” That journalistic healing and restoration.
reflex, in turn, nourishes the arguments for But before that work will happen, the 
secrecy, and a cycle sets in. leaders of our justice system have to make it 

But determined leadership can change this. part of the job. They should pledge that we 
The simple, explicit announcement that will hold ourselves “accountable for 

after every adverse event our department (or learning.”
agency, or court) will do everything it 
can—with everyone who can help—to learn James M. Doyle is a Boston defense lawyer 
what went wrong, and tell the story will and author, and a frequent contributor to The 
constitute a giant leap in the right direction. Crime Report.                                        jjj

Continued from page 9 • Keeping the Wrong Secrets ...

By Michelle Malkin Deskovic was paying the 
price for the guilty man's sins, 

(Townhall) - What Cunningham was on the loose 
would you do if you in 1993, committing a second 
were falsely accused murder. The victim was 
and convicted of a Pat r ic ia  Morr ison,  h is  
brutal rape and murder girlfriend's sister. He was in 
you didn't commit? prison for that tragically 

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  preventable crime when new 
h a n d l e  a  v i o l e n t  forensic testing methods 

maximum-security prison, sentenced 16 years yielded a hit in a state DNA 
to life, at age 17? database of convicted felons 

And where would you go, what would you and Cunningham confessed 
choose to do, if you won your freedom back to killing Correa.
after full exoneration? In 2006, Deskovic was 

Jeffrey Deskovic, 45, graduated from Pace freed and won a judicial 
University School of Law three weeks ago to determination of actual 
rousing cheers from friends, family and innocence. He received an 
faculty. On its own, the achievement warrants apology from an assistant district attorney, with Deskovic's presentations to corrections 
celebration. Any graduation does. But along with multimillion-dollar civil suit recruits that he successfully requested that the 
Deskovic's feat is just one of an extraordinary awards from New York state, Westchester exoneree become a certified instructor for the 
set of milestones in the extraordinary life of an County, Peekskill and Putnam County. New Jersey Police Training Commission.
extraordinary man I'm honored to know and Transitioning to life as a free man was not easy, Dr. Kevin J. Barrett, a 32-year veteran of the 
support. but Deskovic has not wasted a single moment Englewood, New Jersey, Police Department 

Hollywood couldn't manufacture a of it as an exoneree. On a whirlwind quest to and chair of the criminal justice department at 
nightmare and redemption script as prevent and undo miscarriages of justice like Rockland Community College, says his 
compelling as Deskovic's real-life saga. the one he suffered, he has earned a bachelor's students were "mesmerized" by Deskovic's 

I n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 9 ,  degree, a master's from John presentation and "will carry the lessons they 
Deskovic's Peekskill, New Jay College of Criminal learned from Mr. Deskovic for the next 25 
York, high school classmate, Justice and now a law years of their careers. He has a much needed 
15-year-old Angela Correa, degree (making the dean's story to tell."
was raped, beaten and list the last four semesters of And the rest of this story has only just begun.
s t r a n g l e d  t o  d e a t h .  a hectic year). Deskovic will take the bar exam in eight 
Detectives decided that While in law school, he weeks. His foundation just helped win retrial 
Deskovic, who did not know traveled to Armenia and scheduled in September for Andrew Krivak, a 
C o r r e a ,  h a d  a c t e d  Argentina to give wrongful man wrongfully convicted of the rape and 
excessively upset at the conviction presentations, murder of a 12-year-old girl in Putnam County, 
murdered sophomore's  played an instrumental role N.Y. in 1997. No physical evidence connected 
memorials. Police succumbed to tunnel vision in prosecutorial misconduct reform in New Krivak or his co-defendant Anthony DiPippo 
and confirmation bias, misinterpreting York state, gave dozens of radio, TV and to the victim or the crime scene. The 
Deskovic's amateur passion to help solve the documentary interviews (including one for my prosecution relied on a fake polygraph exam 
crime as a sign of guilt. After speaking with 2017 program called "Railroaded: Surviving administered by the same official involved in 
him multiple times, steadily feeding him Wrongful Convictions"), started the Deskovic Deskovic's wrongful conviction. (I told you 
information about the case, they brought the Foundation for Justice (which has helped Hollywood couldn't make this up!)
17-year-old Deskovic in for a polygraph. exonerate seven people), and taught multiple DiPippo, exonerated in 2016 after three trials 

The young teen who had never been in classes on criminal justice to judges and police and 20 years in prison, attended Deskovic's 
trouble with the law was interrogated for more academies. graduation with hundreds of others. He hailed 
than seven hours without a lawyer, family Phew! Is there a bucket list that can match his friend as "the future of the grass-roots 
member or food. Detectives bullied, cajoled this one? innocence movement."
and lied to him about failed the testing. It's a It's Deskovic's unique willingness to reach I agree, which is why I have lent my time, 
classic recipe for a false confession and undue out to law enforcement and enlighten them, heart, and financial support to the Deskovic 
process. The coercive interrogation ended with instead of to demonize them, that makes him Foundation and hope you will, too. You can 
Deskovic in a fetal position under the an invaluable leader in criminal justice reform. find out more about this tireless human being at 
polygraph table. Lt. Michael Devine of the Bergen County Law https://www.deskovicfoundation.org/

Despondent, Deskovic attempted suicide and Public Safety Institute was so impressed jjj

twice before trial. In January 1991, he was 
"convicted by jury of 1st degree rape and 2nd 
degree murder, despite DNA results showing 
that he was not the source of semen in the 
victim's rape kit." Deskovic told Westchester 
Magazine: "It just didn't seem real. It was like I 
was observing it from the outside. I felt I was in 
Fantasyland."

Maintaining his innocence from the start, the 
sensitive high schooler who grew up behind 
bars earned an associate's degree and appealed 
to anyone on the outside who would listen. 
After multiple rejections, the Innocence 
Project took up his case and won 
postconviction DNA testing that identified the 
real rapist and killer: a man named Stephen 
Cunningham.

Injustice compounded injustice: While 

From Convicted Murderer to Exoneree to Law Grad

Jeffrey Deskovic graduating

Darin “Ace” Thomas



for  example,  f inding are willing to devote these sorts of resources to 
cooperative witnesses will most homicide cases.
be very difficult indeed. If The most common rationale given for this 
the crime was part of a drug inattention to the most violent crimes is that 
deal, this makes things police agencies are already stretched too thin to 
m u c h  h a r d e r  f o r  address every crime.
investigators as well. But is this a valid excuse?

But there are also plenty Perhaps not when we note how little of police 
of factors well within the time and resources are spent on addressing 
control of police. As noted violent crime.
by researchers Anthony A. According to the Vera Institute of Justice, 
B r a g a  a n d  D e s i r e e  “fewer than five percent” of arrests:
Dusseault:

are for serious violent crimes. Instead, the bulk 
Factors that were within of police work is in response to incidents that are 

police control and exerted not criminal in nature and the majority of arrests 
significant influence on involve non-serious offenses like “drug abuse 
whether homicide cases violations”—arrests for which increased more 

Among violent crimes, homicides experience were cleared included the actions of the first than 170 percent between 1980 and 
the highest clearance rate by far, at 61 percent. officer on the scene, response time less than 30 2016—disorderly conduct, and a nondescript 
Aggravated assault comes in at 53 percent, and minutes, the notification of the crime lab and low-level offense category known as “all other 
rape at 34 percent. medical examiner’s office, the number of non-traffic offenses.”

But these are just cases where arrests are made detectives assigned to the case, detective follow-
and prosecutions are initiated. A smaller number up on information provided by witnesses, These offenses are behind 80 percent of all 
of cases actually lead to convictions. A crime computer checks on involved individuals and any arrests.
may be cleared even when the suspect is later guns in the case... Put a little differently: criminologist Victor 
exonerated. Kappeler concludes that per capita, police make 

According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics, In a study by B. Forst, J. Lucianovic, and S. J. 14 arrests per year. But, “less than one of these 
the nationwide conviction rate for murders is 70 Cox, the authors: arrests would have been for a violent crime and 
percent. fewer than two arrests would have been for 

So, we may be looking at a situation in which Discovered that officers with the most arrests property crimes. In fact, 12 of the arrests made by 
for every 100 homicides, 61 percent are cleared, and convictions commonly re-sponded most our ‘average’ police officer would have been for 
and then 70 percent of those — 43 cases — lead rapidly to calls for service, were better crime petty crimes like minor drug or alcohol 
to conviction. And this assumes that the correct scene managers, were best at identifying, possession, disorderly conduct, and vandalism.”
person is convicted. According to some locating, and questioning witnesses, and This should not be shocking when we consider 
estimates, four percent of inmates on how police departments work. From a 
death row are innocent. Wrongful professional standpoint, spending long 
conviction rates are assumed to be higher hours on a small number of violent 
for lesser crimes since officials are less offenses is not a good way to move up in 
rigorous in establishing guilt when the ranks. Police departments often base 
capital punishment is not on the table. promotions and pay on number of arrests 

These are all aggregate estimates, of made, and other metrics which drive 
course, but it's not outlandish to conclude personnel toward making easy arrests for 
from the available evidence that at least easily-observed offenses.
half of homicides don’t lead to As noted by William Waegel in an 
conviction of the guilty party. article on police procedures, police 
Convictions for other sorts of crimes are personnel were driven by expectations 
well below that. for “production of investigative reports” 

Moreover,  clearance rates for and “two or more arrests per week.” 
homicides and other crimes are far below Thus, cases unlikely to lead to quick 
the national average in certain places. arrests were “skimmed” in which hard-
According to Peoria, Illinois’ Journal- to-solve cases were deemed “routine 
Star, “the Murder Accountability Project cases” and “given little attention.”
was able to determine the state’s 2015 From this perspective, busting a ring of 
clearance rate at roughly 37 percent. By skilled burglars, or hunting down a gangland 
comparison, Peoria cleared 47 percent of its displayed more of the characteristics commonly killer, brings few advantages. Moreover, making 
cases that same year.” identified as relevant to successful investigators. a small number of homicide arrests doesn’t help 

Meanwhile, Boston’s police department recent In addition, Forst discovered that cases in which departmental revenues as do drug busts that can 
increased its clearance rate to slightly above the an arrest was made within 30 minutes after the bring with them lucrative seizures through asset 
national average, but this “followed a five-year case was reported had the highest chance of forfeiture laws.
period, from 2007 to 2011, when homicide resulting in a conviction. This helps explain why many police agencies 
detectives had cleared only 148 of 314 killings, spend enormous amounts of time tracking down 
with a clearance rate of 47 percent.” Forst, et al, also found that “a relatively small suburban pot smokers while thieves and thugs go 

With so few homicides leading to convictions, number of officers make a disproportionate un-investigated.
it’s not surprising that one criminologist has number of arrests that result in conviction.”

1described the situation as “a national disaster.” That is, a small subset of police personnel made  It should be noted that when it comes to 
arrests that were of higher quality than other killings of police officers, clearance rates are 

BETTER POLICE WORK CAN LEAD TO officers. These, we might conclude, were the considerably higher. According to NPR: “‘Take, 
BETTER OUTCOMES most competent officers who engaged in the for example, homicides of police officers in the 

most rigorous police work described above: course of their duty,’ [criminologist Charles 
Part of the reason that low clearance rates are finding witnesses, managing a crime scene, Wellford] says. On paper, they’re the kind of 

alarming is that they create the conditions that responding quickly, etc. homicide that’s hardest to solve — ‘they're 
lead to fewer clearances in the future. For Assigning more police resources to cases helps frequently done in communities that generally 
example, if witnesses believe the police are with outcomes as well. According to a report for have low clearance rates. ... They’re stranger-to-
unlikely to actually arrest and prosecute the the National Institute of Justice: stranger homicides; they [have] high potential of 
guilty parties, witnesses are more likely to be too retaliation [for] witnesses.’ And yet, Wellford 
frightened to come forward. In the case of lesser The data indicate that the number of detectives says, they’re almost always cleared.”
crimes, such as sexual assaults and burglaries, assigned to a case is particularly important: 
many victims may conclude the unlikelihood of a Assigning a minimum of three detectives and US~Observer Editor’s Note: It’s not 
conviction make reporting crimes not even worth perhaps four appears to increase the likelihood surprising to see that police are pressured to 
the trouble. of clearing it. ... The city with the consistently perform quickly. In fact, it causes them to 

Police agencies are often quick to point out that highest clearance rates also was the city that was perform “carelessly” when they do go after a 
many of these issues are beyond their direct much more likely to devote 11 detectives during case. It is our experience that they often build a 
control. And, some factors beyond police control the initial days of investigation. case around an easy narrative and suspect, 
can make some cases very difficult to even if all of the evidence doesn’t fit. 
investigate. If the victim was a member of a gang, In practice, however, few police departments jjj
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not be construed to impair 
or deny others retained by 
the people.” 
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Continued from page 1 • Wrongfully Accused of Homicide ...

By Pat Reavy me." Thomas hired a new attorney, want my personal view, I think it 
On May 4, 2018, Thomas was James Lewis, to fight the was highly inappropriate how the 

(Desert News) Salt Lake City - charged in 8th District Court with misdemeanor. case was handled from beginning 
A little over a year ago, Darin five felonies: conspiracy to "We were a little bit perplexed to end,” Lewis said. "I don’t think 
"Ace" Thomas' world was commit rape of a child, conspiracy about why they decided to the case should have ever been 
unexpectedly turned upside to commit sodomy on a child, proceed with that misdemeanor. brought. I think it was wholly 
down. conspiracy to have So we got ready for trial and then lacking in adequate evidence to 

T h e  R o o s e v e l t  unlawful  sexual  found out late in the evening back up the charges."
m a n ,  w h o  h a d  activity with a minor before trial that their so-called Lewis said after he became 
w o r k e d  i n  t h e  and two counts of ‘key witness’ would not be Thomas' lawyer, he was able to get 
Duchesne County attempted sexual appearing at the trial. And so that his client's seized electronic 
School District for exploitation of a case was dismissed the next devices back. On one phone, he 
m o r e  t h a n  t w o  minor, as well as a morning,” he said. said there was a long text 
decades and will turn misdemeanor charge The "key witness," according to conversation between Thomas 
50 next week, was of patronizing a both Thomas and Lewis, was the and the woman that was clearly 
accused of offering a prostitute. woman who claimed she was exculpatory evidence.
woman money for An undercover  being solicited by Thomas. "There was no money for sex 
sex, and encouraging officer from the On April 24, the prosecutor component whatsoever,” he said.
that woman to find Ve r n a l  P o l i c e  made a motion for the case to be "Not one thing of any evidence 
juvenile girls to Department used the dismissed "stating a witness that is of any impropriety at all was ever 
a lso  par t ic ipate ,  c e l l p h o n e  o f  a  critical to his case was not served found on any of my devices. And 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  p o l i c e  a n d  woman whom Thomas had been with the subpoena," according to I’ve kept every phone for the last 
prosecutors. accused of propositioning, and court records. 20 years. So they had everything 

On April 29, the last of the six then posed as that woman. The Lewis said the two officers who from my whole life, and they did 
criminal charges against Thomas charges state that Thomas were also expected to take the not find one (piece of evidence),” 
was dropped. allegedly offered the woman $100 witness stand, each blamed the Thomas added.

But the damage had already for sex and that he wanted to have other for not serving the Thomas said he is now in the 
been done. sex with two girls, ages 13 and 16. subpoena, though he also noted it process of talking to the school 

"My whole life is destroyed over Thomas said after he was was "kind of surprising they didn't district about getting his job back. 
a false accusation,” he told the arrested, he spent 11 days in jail, figure that out until the night He said he is thankful for people 
Deseret News. "It’s so frustrating including five in soli tary before the trial." like Lewis.
to get your life pulled out from confinement. Thomas and Lewis believe the "I cannot say enough good about 
under you over somebody making But on Jan. 30, all the felony w o m a n  w a s  m a k i n g  u p  that man. He is just an honest man, 
stuff up." charges against Thomas were accusations and throwing out and I didn’t think there was an 

Now as Thomas works to regain dismissed. All that remained was names to police in an effort to honest attorney left in this world,” 
what he has lost, he is also the charge of sexual solicitation. avoid her own pending prison Thomas said.
planning a lawsuit against those According to Thomas, at that sentence. "You’re supposed to be innocent 
whose false claims resulted in jail point, his attorney advised him "The police officers believed it until proven guilty, but this world 
time, lost wages and a damaged that he would likely have to plead hook, line and sinker, and actually is not that way anymore. You are 
reputation. guilty to that count. But Thomas participated in this so-called guilty the second you’re charged. 

"People hear this horrible stuff, remained steadfast and said no. ‘sting’ where they didn’t really get And you’re fighting for your life. 
they want to jump on this kind of "I told them from the get-go, I a n y  s o l i d  e v i d e n c e  b u t  And  no  mat te r  wha t  the  
stuff,” he said. "It’s destroyed my knew I did nothing wrong,” he nevertheless proceeded with circumstances, you are not 
life. It’s taken everything from said. bringing these charges. If you innocent.”                              jjj

Man says life was destroyed over false accusation

of fighting the kind of battle it will take to win life-altering false felony sex abuse charges and far less expensive to resolve a case before 
your case... maintains, “the US~Observer's services were a there is a conviction.  

fraction of a cost to attorneys I talked to, and The US~Observer has seasoned sex abuse 
SEX ABUSE 101 their investigation and efforts are what got me professionals who know exactly what it takes to 

totally vindicated.” win. While an individual may need an attorney in 
Sex crimes are one of the easiest cases for some instances, attempting to avoid the 

prosecutors to obtain a conviction. They often WHY THE US~OBSERVER FOR SEX horrendous costs of hiring one in the first place is 
don't need any DNA or even a secondary witness; ABUSE CHARGES? solid advice, especially in sex abuse criminal 
they just rely on the accusation alone to get a cases. Attorneys have Bar rules they must adhere 
conviction. Often, the accuser already knows this In short, we win. Don't take our word for it, read to just as private investigators have many rules to 
sad reality. the testimonials online at usobserver.com or call follow because they are licensed. The 

But what can a person do, knowing that Justice 541-474-7885 and get the contact information US~Observer is not bound, or as I say, 
Department statistics show that 90-plus percent for previous clients whose cases were only won “strangled” by rules, which, by design, limit the 
of all criminal cases in the United States end with because of the US~Observer. We are effective ability to find and preserve the truth in many 
guilty pleas or verdicts, to defend themselves because we prove our clients are innocent instances. Again, obtaining evidence and then 
against being wrongly convicted for a sex crime? through a thorough investigation and we deliver delivering that evidence properly wins cases.
Isn't rushing to get an attorney what we've been that evidence to the right people, using proven 
conditioned to do? methods, and it is highly effective. REFERENCES ARE IMPORTANT

Unfortunately, sex abuse conviction statistics Our investigative journalists expose the 
show that defense attorneys lose more often accuser’s motive or lack thereof; the absence of Again, go to usobserver.com and look at our 
when defending sex abuse crimes than they do physical evidence; the fact that there is no vindicated clients. A good number of them were 
with other criminal cases. This is a very grim eyewitness or that a supposed eyewitness is once wrongly arrested for a sex abuse crime and 
reality for those who are facing many years or lying, inconsistent statements made by the fortunately for them, they turned to an 
possibly life in prison if wrongfully convicted. accuser; the lack of DNA evidence; the organization that gets results in defeating false 
And, prison is only the beginning – living a life in circumstances of the accuser at the time of their sex abuse charges. These people were all found 
public as a registered sex offender is an accusation (closely related to motive); the innocent, either by having their charge(s) 
unimaginable prospect, especially for one who is accuser’s attempted relationship protection; dismissed or by acquittal. You'll see what they 
innocent of the crime. financial gain by the accuser; the accuser’s say about our help. 

According to Shawn Tucker, the father of a son attempt to protect their image by falsely accusing Just know that there is an organization that 
whose freedom was almost lost to 16 false sex another, and more. cares about your innocence. It is the 
abuse related charges, the first thing you should Time is most certainly of the essence when a US~Observer. 
do is call the US~Observer at 541-474-7885. person is arrested for or charged with a sex abuse Editor’s Note: If you or a loved one are facing 
“What they did in my son's case was nothing crime. There are two major reasons why time is false sex abuse charges of any kind, pick up 
short of a miracle,” Tucker said. important. Often, crucial evidence is lost when a your phone and call 541-474-7885 or send an 

Another client, Jessica M., who herself faced witness disappears or dies. Also, it is much easier email to editor@usobserver.com.                jjj

Continued from page 1 • Don’t Let Sex Abuse Charges Ruin Your Life

Among their other legacies, decades of The work of taking responsibility for 
determined hide-the-ball have convinced the learning how things go wrong in our justice 
media that the discovery of any contributing system, after tragedies like wrongful 
factor or fumbling worker in the background convictions and unnecessary police 
of an event presents a delectable opportunity shootings, is an indispensable element of 
for “blaming and shaming.” That journalistic healing and restoration.
reflex, in turn, nourishes the arguments for But before that work will happen, the 
secrecy, and a cycle sets in. leaders of our justice system have to make it 

But determined leadership can change this. part of the job. They should pledge that we 
The simple, explicit announcement that will hold ourselves “accountable for 

after every adverse event our department (or learning.”
agency, or court) will do everything it 
can—with everyone who can help—to learn James M. Doyle is a Boston defense lawyer 
what went wrong, and tell the story will and author, and a frequent contributor to The 
constitute a giant leap in the right direction. Crime Report.                                        jjj

Continued from page 9 • Keeping the Wrong Secrets ...

By Michelle Malkin Deskovic was paying the 
price for the guilty man's sins, 

(Townhall) - What Cunningham was on the loose 
would you do if you in 1993, committing a second 
were falsely accused murder. The victim was 
and convicted of a Pat r ic ia  Morr ison,  h is  
brutal rape and murder girlfriend's sister. He was in 
you didn't commit? prison for that tragically 

H o w  w o u l d  y o u  preventable crime when new 
h a n d l e  a  v i o l e n t  forensic testing methods 

maximum-security prison, sentenced 16 years yielded a hit in a state DNA 
to life, at age 17? database of convicted felons 

And where would you go, what would you and Cunningham confessed 
choose to do, if you won your freedom back to killing Correa.
after full exoneration? In 2006, Deskovic was 

Jeffrey Deskovic, 45, graduated from Pace freed and won a judicial 
University School of Law three weeks ago to determination of actual 
rousing cheers from friends, family and innocence. He received an 
faculty. On its own, the achievement warrants apology from an assistant district attorney, with Deskovic's presentations to corrections 
celebration. Any graduation does. But along with multimillion-dollar civil suit recruits that he successfully requested that the 
Deskovic's feat is just one of an extraordinary awards from New York state, Westchester exoneree become a certified instructor for the 
set of milestones in the extraordinary life of an County, Peekskill and Putnam County. New Jersey Police Training Commission.
extraordinary man I'm honored to know and Transitioning to life as a free man was not easy, Dr. Kevin J. Barrett, a 32-year veteran of the 
support. but Deskovic has not wasted a single moment Englewood, New Jersey, Police Department 

Hollywood couldn't manufacture a of it as an exoneree. On a whirlwind quest to and chair of the criminal justice department at 
nightmare and redemption script as prevent and undo miscarriages of justice like Rockland Community College, says his 
compelling as Deskovic's real-life saga. the one he suffered, he has earned a bachelor's students were "mesmerized" by Deskovic's 

I n  N o v e m b e r  1 9 8 9 ,  degree, a master's from John presentation and "will carry the lessons they 
Deskovic's Peekskill, New Jay College of Criminal learned from Mr. Deskovic for the next 25 
York, high school classmate, Justice and now a law years of their careers. He has a much needed 
15-year-old Angela Correa, degree (making the dean's story to tell."
was raped, beaten and list the last four semesters of And the rest of this story has only just begun.
s t r a n g l e d  t o  d e a t h .  a hectic year). Deskovic will take the bar exam in eight 
Detectives decided that While in law school, he weeks. His foundation just helped win retrial 
Deskovic, who did not know traveled to Armenia and scheduled in September for Andrew Krivak, a 
C o r r e a ,  h a d  a c t e d  Argentina to give wrongful man wrongfully convicted of the rape and 
excessively upset at the conviction presentations, murder of a 12-year-old girl in Putnam County, 
murdered sophomore's  played an instrumental role N.Y. in 1997. No physical evidence connected 
memorials. Police succumbed to tunnel vision in prosecutorial misconduct reform in New Krivak or his co-defendant Anthony DiPippo 
and confirmation bias, misinterpreting York state, gave dozens of radio, TV and to the victim or the crime scene. The 
Deskovic's amateur passion to help solve the documentary interviews (including one for my prosecution relied on a fake polygraph exam 
crime as a sign of guilt. After speaking with 2017 program called "Railroaded: Surviving administered by the same official involved in 
him multiple times, steadily feeding him Wrongful Convictions"), started the Deskovic Deskovic's wrongful conviction. (I told you 
information about the case, they brought the Foundation for Justice (which has helped Hollywood couldn't make this up!)
17-year-old Deskovic in for a polygraph. exonerate seven people), and taught multiple DiPippo, exonerated in 2016 after three trials 

The young teen who had never been in classes on criminal justice to judges and police and 20 years in prison, attended Deskovic's 
trouble with the law was interrogated for more academies. graduation with hundreds of others. He hailed 
than seven hours without a lawyer, family Phew! Is there a bucket list that can match his friend as "the future of the grass-roots 
member or food. Detectives bullied, cajoled this one? innocence movement."
and lied to him about failed the testing. It's a It's Deskovic's unique willingness to reach I agree, which is why I have lent my time, 
classic recipe for a false confession and undue out to law enforcement and enlighten them, heart, and financial support to the Deskovic 
process. The coercive interrogation ended with instead of to demonize them, that makes him Foundation and hope you will, too. You can 
Deskovic in a fetal position under the an invaluable leader in criminal justice reform. find out more about this tireless human being at 
polygraph table. Lt. Michael Devine of the Bergen County Law https://www.deskovicfoundation.org/

Despondent, Deskovic attempted suicide and Public Safety Institute was so impressed jjj

twice before trial. In January 1991, he was 
"convicted by jury of 1st degree rape and 2nd 
degree murder, despite DNA results showing 
that he was not the source of semen in the 
victim's rape kit." Deskovic told Westchester 
Magazine: "It just didn't seem real. It was like I 
was observing it from the outside. I felt I was in 
Fantasyland."

Maintaining his innocence from the start, the 
sensitive high schooler who grew up behind 
bars earned an associate's degree and appealed 
to anyone on the outside who would listen. 
After multiple rejections, the Innocence 
Project took up his case and won 
postconviction DNA testing that identified the 
real rapist and killer: a man named Stephen 
Cunningham.

Injustice compounded injustice: While 

From Convicted Murderer to Exoneree to Law Grad

Jeffrey Deskovic graduating

Darin “Ace” Thomas



Continued from page 3 • Josephine County Jury Overrules Bad Law ...
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By US~Observer Staff When prosecutors fi le 
charges they send press 

Many people wonder how a releases to the media. We do 
newspaper can help a person the exact same thing that 
facing criminal charges, or prosecutors do except we 
those who are being faced with publ i sh  absolu te  fac ts ,  
being victimized in a civil obtained by conducting our 
issue. thorough investigation; they 

People find it difficult to often rush to judgment and 
understand that maybe their release lies to the jury pool. 
first stop when they are falsely They do this because it works 
accused, charged or abused and ensures them a conviction. 
should be the US~Observer. We do this because it works 

So... Why the US~Observer? and ensures the innocent 
The answer is quite simple. We person a dropped charge or an 
win your case. acquittal.

When an innocent person is Again, at the end of the day 
charged with a crime, or taken the prosecutor either drops the 
advantage of civilly, the false charge(s) or their 
US~Observer conducts a reputation and career are 
thorough investigation. We demolished and they lose at 
obtain evidence that attorneys trial. They lose because we 
and licensed investigators were able to obtain crucial 
cannot obtain because of the evidence that no one else 
many licensing rules they must could.
follow. We have no rules. 
When an innocent person’s CIVIL CASES
life, freedom or property are in 
jeopardy, we expeditiously get We handle civil cases in 
to the truth and facts, no matter much the same manner as our 
what it takes. criminal cases. If someone has 

stolen from you, whether it be 
CRIMINAL CASES your money, property, child or 

other, we give that person, 
Concerning false criminal agency or other the chance to 

charges, when we have return your property. Often, 
acquired conclusive evidence they comply because they 
of innocence we go to the cannot stand exposure – 
elected prosecutor responsible exposure can lead to possible 
for filing those false charges, criminal charges and huge 
and give him/her the evidence. civil damages payouts. Before 
Then, we demand that they long, they all either do the right 
drop the false charges they thing and comply or they are 
have filed. If they refuse, we ruined – ruined by the truth and 
take them into our court – the facts.
court of public opinion. Here, If you are in trouble, don't 
the two things they are roll the dice with just an 
protective of, or are always attorney.
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h ,  t h e i r  
reputation and career, become CRIMES UNANSWERED
vulnerable. 

When we publish about them Given the US~Observer’s 
and the specific abuse they track record of defeating false 
have leveled at an innocent criminal charges, it stands to 
person the game changes. reason that the US~Observer is 
Publicly, they must face their definitely the “Go To” when 
friends, family and community someone is getting away with a 
–  o u r  c o u r t  i s  w h e r e  crime or dishonest action. 
accountability begins. Do you know someone who 

The prosecutor soon finds should be in prison? Did they 
that the one and only thing that harm you? Steal from you? 
he/she fears is exposure. When Abuse you or someone you 
they are faced with losing their know?
career and/or reputation they Did the justice system turn a 
usually do the right thing and b l i n d  e y e ?  We r e  t h e y  
dismiss the false charges. If seemingly above the law?
they don’t we escalate our Contact the US~Observer – 
exposure until they are forced We will help ensure justice is 
to accept the truth – the facts! served! 

Keep in mind that as we jjj

escalate our efforts publicly, 
Go to usobserver.com for 

any possible future jury pool is 
r e f e r e n c e s .  C a l l  becoming aware of the false 
541-474-7885 i f  you charge(s) as they read the facts 
need help.on the front page of a national 

newspaper. jjj

If You're in Trouble, We Help

predates the date the Veteran filed their claim. injury occurred, he wasn’t informed of his the stereotypical homeless man with a scruffy representative, too!
Should the VA’s policy change? Perhaps options, and was never told he could file a beard, skinny build and a soft persona. He’s 
certain circumstances should cause the VA to claim until 2014. It should be noted that the managed to survive all these years, but with a OUR VETERANS NEED YOUR HELP!
re-think their stance on this issue. injury aided in his inability to understand his huge cost; the loss of a completely normal, 

For a Veteran named Robert Carrigan, his justified right to file a claim. functioning brain. And, he will never recover 1. Veterans Service Representative
injury left him “unable to know about or Although he is now deemed by the military from his injuries. Robert’s family also suffered 
consider filing a claim for over 40 years after of being “130%” (only compensated for as a result of the trauma he endured. Some of Sheila Challberg
the injury occurred.” Robert explained that 100%) disabled, he has not been provided back his family failed to understand the complexity 842 Front Street
when he was enlisted in 1972 he and three pay for all the years prior to his 2014 claim. of Robert’s injuries. They didn’t fully Santa Cruz, CA 95060
other individuals were passengers in a military Robert’s medical record specifically says, understand what was wrong with him. This (831) 454-4290 (fax and phone)
vehicle that crashed. According to military “TBI… 70%.” The additional percentages of resulted in decades of lost relationships with www.santacruzvets.com
records, Robert was, “struck in back of (his) Robert’s disability are for other injuries his siblings which continues to this very day. Veteran Services/Claims
head…” during the accident. He suffered a sustained while enlisted. That means the VA Many disabled Veterans understand and 
“loss of consciousness” according to military recognizes he suffered a Traumatic Brain relate to Robert’s pain. Like them, he’s lived 2. Veterans Advocate
medical records. Almost forty years later, Injury from the 1972 accident and awarded and adjusted to as normal of a life as possible. 
Robert learned the VA had classified his head him seventy-percent disability for that injury. To deny him, and the MANY other Veterans Dean Kaufman
injury as a, “Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).” But the VA believes - and clearly holds the like him, the ability to claim disability pay to 842 Front Street

Soon after the incident, Robert reported stance - no pre-claim compensation. the date of the injury, is arguably as damaging Santa Cruz, CA 95060
headaches, blurry vision, seeing spots, and In the real world, injury awards do not as the original trauma. It definitely continues (831) 420-7348
other abnormalities. He was given a brain x- usually start from the day you file a lawsuit – the pain and suffering Robert and others have scveteranadvocate@gmail.com
ray (yes, an x-ray) which the doctor noted as, they start from the date you were injured. So, been forced to endure. Some claim these types Veteran Assistance/Advocacy
“WNL” (within normal limits). Even though why wouldn’t the same apply to those injured of abuses towards our Veterans is in direct 
Robert was “cleared” by the x-ray, his while serving their country? Shouldn’t the relation to the suicide rates among our Editor's Note: You can contact the White 
symptoms didn’t go away. He was prescribed policy set for Veteran’s meet or exceed the Nation’s Vet’s. House VA Hotline at: 855-948-2311 - 
drugs to help, but they only left him feeling, standard for non-military citizens? For Robert, mention this article with your own thoughts 
“high.” he didn’t just suffer a broken arm. He couldn’t HOW TO HELP? and stories!

Robert was “honorably discharged” within understand his options as his TBI left him If you, or anyone you know sustained an 
two months of his “high-speed roll-over unable to think normally! This policy needs to change, and the VA injury while enlisted and were unaware of 
crash.” Robert’s discharge was noted as, knows it. Let’s help make it happen! We’ve your options, contact the US~Observer by 
“medical” from a “post-concussion syndrome HOMELESS VETERAN called the VA Representative for Santa Cruz, calling 541-474-7885. 
diagnosis.” CA. We need to ensure Robert is If you wish to make donations, please do so 

Fast-forward forty-seven-years, and Robert Robert eventually became homeless, living COMPENSATED from the date of his injury. by logging onto Veteran Patriots Foundation 
is still trying to get the help he needs. When the on the streets for many years. Robert looks like If you wish to help, you should contact the VA (non-profit) at: vpfi.org.                           jjj

(Judicial Watch) - The federal executive branch agencies fully agency appearing as an offender. 
government wastes tens of billions of address the remaining 396 open Among them are the departments of 
dollars on all sorts of “fragmented, actions, including the new ones Veterans Affairs (VA), Labor (DOL), 
overlapping or duplicative” programs identified in 2019,” the new report Homeland Security (DHS), State, 
in areas ranging from healthcare to states. “Addressing the remaining Agriculture (USDA) and Commerce as 
defense, the production of U.S. actions could lead to other benefits as we l l  a s  t he  Food  and  Drug  
currency and disaster response. It is a well, such as increased public safety, Administration (FDA). The report does 
perpetual  government-wide better homeland and national point out that actions taken by 
epidemic that has long fleeced security, and more effective Congress and executive branch 
A m e r i c a n  t a x p a y e r s ,  delivery of services.” agencies have resulted in hundreds of 
according to a report issued Here are some examples of billions of dollars in “financial 
this month by the nonpartisan new waste identified in the benefits.” Are American taxpayers 
investigative arm of Congress, report, which also includes supposed to pat lawmakers and federal 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ongoing  prob lems  f rom government managers on the back for 
Accountability Office (GAO). previous investigations: The doing their job? The waste is a result of 
The watchdog has published similar Department of Energy (DOE) could poor management and never should 
documents in the past eight years save “billions of dollars by developing have occurred in the first place. A 
listing more than 300 areas of waste yet a program-wide strategy to improve lengthy and costly federal audit should 
the hemorrhaging continues because decision-making on cleaning up not have been required to correct the 
Congress or executive branch agencies radioactive and hazardous waste.” The problem.
have failed to act. Center for Medicare and Medicaid There appears to be no end in sight to 

In the latest probe, the GAO identifies Services could save hundreds of the spending crisis. Every year the 
98 new areas—in addition to hundreds millions of dollars simply by GAO finds more and more violations. 
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i g n o r e d — o f  improving how it identifies and targets Investigators reveal they have directed 
fragmentation, overlap or duplication risk in overseeing Medicaid spending 797 cost-saving actions to executive 
that must be addressed to help curb the and by avoiding overpaying for clinical branch agencies in the last eight years 
waste. Fragmentation refers to lab tests. The Department of Defense and 106 actions to Congress. The 
circumstances in which more than one (DOD) could save millions of dollars a federal agencies, including DOD, 
federal agency is involved in the same year by expanding its use of Health and Human Services and DHS, 
broad area of national need and service intergovernmental support agreements have addressed just over half of the 
delivery can be improved. Overlap to obtain support services that include problems. Congress has a worse track 
occurs when multiple agencies or waste management. The U.S. Mint record, failing to take action in 56% of 
programs have similar goals, engage in could “reduce the cost of coin the cases documented in past federal 
similar activities or strategies to production by millions of dollars audits. The GAO warns that “the 
achieve them or target similar annually” and the Internal Revenue federal government continues to face 
beneficiaries. Duplication exists when Service (IRS) could save tens of an unsustainable long-term fiscal path 
two or more agencies or programs are millions of dollars a year by more caused by an imbalance between 
engaged in the same activities or efficiently combating “tax fraud and federal revenue and spending” and that 
provide the same services to the same noncompliance.” opportunities exist in a number of areas 
beneficiaries. “GAO estimates that tens The list of agencies that fragment, to improve the situation. Now elected 
of billions of additional dollars could overlap or duplicate goes on and on officials and public servants must do 
be saved should Congress and with practically every key federal their job.                                        jjj

Continued from page 1 • The Chaos of Mandatory Minimum Sentencing

(Technology Review) - The Thornton told us last year. 
first company plans to land on “What’s to say a private 
the moon as early as next year. company can land there and 

T h e  n e w s :  N A S A  make money?”
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h r e e  Intuitive Machines and 
companies have been selected Orbit Beyond plan to launch 
t o  c a r ry  t he  agency ’s  aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 
experiments to the lunar rocket, while Astrobotic has 
surface as a part of the not yet selected its launch 
Commercial Lunar Payload provider.
Services (CLPS) program. What’s next: There are a lot 
A s t r o b o t i c ,  I n t u i t i v e  more contracts to come, for 
Machines, and Orbit Beyond p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  
are the lucky winners. They construction of Gateway (a 
say they will send their landers lunar orbital outpost) and the 
to the moon in 2020 and 2021. rockets  to  support  the 
The endeavor will help inform launches. “Next year, our 
the United States’ push to initial science and technology 
return humans to the moon by research will be on the lunar 
2024, also known as Artemis. surface, which will help 

The process: The companies support sending the first 
were selected from a shortlist woman and the next man to 
of nine that were picked back the moon in five years,” said 
in November to compete for NASA administrator Jim 
up to $2.6 billion in contracts Bridenstine. “Investing in 
to shuttle payloads to the these commercial landing 
moon. “All the previous services also is another strong 
activities on the moon have step to build a commercial 
been funded by superpowers,” space economy beyond low 
A s t r o b o t i c  C E O  J o h n  Earth orbit.”                    jjj

U.S. Government Wastes Billions on 
“Fragmented ... or Duplicative” Programs

Continued on page 15

NASA selected the first 
three companies to bring 

payloads to the moon

By Aria Bendix Hepatitis A in the past. In 2013, the 
company faced multiple lawsuits after 

(Business Insider) - Smoothies have one of its items, an Organic Antioxidant 
started to sound a lot less appealing this Berry Blend, was said to be contaminated 
summer. with the virus. The Centers for Disease 

A recent investigation from the US Control (CDC) associated 165 cases of 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has Hepatitis A with the blend, which was 
found evidence of Hepatitis A, a sold in Costco stores across five states.
contagious liver disease, in a selection of In its online statement on the FDA 
frozen berries sold at Kroger grocery website, Kroger warned people not to 
stores nationwide. consume the frozen berries. People who 

The potentially contaminated items hail have purchased the items can return them 
from Kroger's Private Selection brand, "for a full refund or replacement," the 
which is sold at both traditional Kroger company said.
stores and other retail locations within the The CDC reports that symptoms of 
company's umbrella. Hepatitis A can take up to 50 days to 

In an announcement on June 7, Kroger manifest. The virus can produce fever, 
said that no customers have become ill fatigue, nausea, abdominal discomfort, 
from consuming the products, but the vomiting, diarrhea, and jaundice (the 
items have been recalled and removed yellowing of the skin and eyes). 
from store shelves. Symptoms typically don't last beyond 

The products in question include two two months, though the CDC reports that 
sizes of Kroger's Private Selection Frozen some patients — around 10% to 15% — 
Triple Berry Medley (48 ounce and 16 have seen symptoms for up to six months.
ounce) and one size of its Private Receiving a Hepatitis A vaccination 
Selection Frozen Blackberries (16 within two weeks of exposure could 
ounce). prevent illness, so people who might have 

All three items were manufactured by consumed the berries should consult their 
Townsend Farms, a wholesaler in Oregon doctor right away.
whose products have been linked to jjj

Kroger is recalling frozen 
berries that might be 

contaminated with Hepatitis A

Continued from page 1 • Injured Veterans Should Get Back-Pay From Date of Injury
By Timothy Meads

(Townhall) - A recent 
poll from Rasmussen 
Reports shows that very 
few "Likely United States 
Voters" actually trust the 
government to spend their t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  
tax dollars wisely and that overwhelmingly reject big 
most Americans actually government with 75% of 
p r e f e r  a  s m a l l e r  respondents favoring 
government with fewer smaller government. 64% 
programs than a larger of unaffiliated voters 
one. responded the same way, 

The poll, conducted but just 37% of Democrats 
May 26-27, 2019, shows favor smaller government.
that "57% of Likely U.S. As noted by Rasmussen, 
Voters favor a smaller “even among voters who 
government with fewer favor a more active 
services and lower taxes government with more 
over a more active one services and higher taxes, 
with more services and just 21% approve of the 
higher taxes." On the other way the government 
hand, “32% prefer a h a n d l e s  t a x p a y e r ’s  
bigger, more expensive, money.”
more active government.” This polling comes as 

These numbers have D e m o c r a t  h o p e f u l s  
been consistent with p r o m i s e  l a r g e ,  
Rassmussens findings encompassing federal 
since 2006. Furthermore, programs to solve issues 
77% of likely voters do like rising healthcare, 
not trust the government education, and housing 
to spend their tax dollars costs which grow the size 
in an efficient manner of government, increase 
while 11% of likely voters spending, and raise taxes. 
are unsure. 

jjj
Perhaps not surprisingly, 

Voters Don’t Trust 
Government to Spend 

Tax Dollars Wisely

By Michelle Meyers the 72nd World Health Assembly.
"Gaming disorder" lives under the "disorders 

(CNET) - Your Fortnite addiction might just be due to addictive behavior" section of the ICD. It's 
an official illness. described as "a pattern of persistent or recurrent 

The World Health Organization on Saturday gaming behavior, which may be online or offline, 
adopted the latest update to its International manifested by impaired control over gaming, 
Classification of Diseases (ICD),  which adds increasing priority given to gaming to the extent 
"gaming disorder" to its list of modern diseases. that gaming takes precedence over other life 

The organization last June added gaming interests and daily activities and continuation or 
addiction under its section of potentially harmful escalation of gaming despite the occurrence of 
technology-related behaviors, including too much negative consequences."
use of "the internet, computers, smartphones" and The issue of gaming addiction isn't new: The 
more. American Psychiatric Association still has it listed 

Despite opposition from trade groups, which as up for discussion (PDF) in the latest version of 
reportedly pointed to contradictory research on the its diagnostic bible, the DSM-5. The American 
subject and touted some of the virtues of video Medical Association backed away from "video 
games, the latest ICD was officially approved at game addiction" in 2007.                               jjj

‘Gaming disorder’ deemed 
an official illness by 

World Health Organization

CONSUMER ALERT

(Reason) - The Knowles children were selling outcry. 
lemonade across the street from their house in On April 1, newly elected Democratic Gov. Jared 
2018 when Denver police informed them they Polis signed the Legalizing Minors' Businesses 
needed three different licenses to operate. Act, which exempts temporary, minor-owned 

The closure of their stand, which was raising businesses from local licensing regulations.                
money for needy kids overseas, led to a national jjj

Lemonade Legalization
Open for business, after a fight
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By US~Observer Staff When prosecutors fi le 
charges they send press 

Many people wonder how a releases to the media. We do 
newspaper can help a person the exact same thing that 
facing criminal charges, or prosecutors do except we 
those who are being faced with publ i sh  absolu te  fac ts ,  
being victimized in a civil obtained by conducting our 
issue. thorough investigation; they 

People find it difficult to often rush to judgment and 
understand that maybe their release lies to the jury pool. 
first stop when they are falsely They do this because it works 
accused, charged or abused and ensures them a conviction. 
should be the US~Observer. We do this because it works 

So... Why the US~Observer? and ensures the innocent 
The answer is quite simple. We person a dropped charge or an 
win your case. acquittal.

When an innocent person is Again, at the end of the day 
charged with a crime, or taken the prosecutor either drops the 
advantage of civilly, the false charge(s) or their 
US~Observer conducts a reputation and career are 
thorough investigation. We demolished and they lose at 
obtain evidence that attorneys trial. They lose because we 
and licensed investigators were able to obtain crucial 
cannot obtain because of the evidence that no one else 
many licensing rules they must could.
follow. We have no rules. 
When an innocent person’s CIVIL CASES
life, freedom or property are in 
jeopardy, we expeditiously get We handle civil cases in 
to the truth and facts, no matter much the same manner as our 
what it takes. criminal cases. If someone has 

stolen from you, whether it be 
CRIMINAL CASES your money, property, child or 

other, we give that person, 
Concerning false criminal agency or other the chance to 

charges, when we have return your property. Often, 
acquired conclusive evidence they comply because they 
of innocence we go to the cannot stand exposure – 
elected prosecutor responsible exposure can lead to possible 
for filing those false charges, criminal charges and huge 
and give him/her the evidence. civil damages payouts. Before 
Then, we demand that they long, they all either do the right 
drop the false charges they thing and comply or they are 
have filed. If they refuse, we ruined – ruined by the truth and 
take them into our court – the facts.
court of public opinion. Here, If you are in trouble, don't 
the two things they are roll the dice with just an 
protective of, or are always attorney.
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h ,  t h e i r  
reputation and career, become CRIMES UNANSWERED
vulnerable. 

When we publish about them Given the US~Observer’s 
and the specific abuse they track record of defeating false 
have leveled at an innocent criminal charges, it stands to 
person the game changes. reason that the US~Observer is 
Publicly, they must face their definitely the “Go To” when 
friends, family and community someone is getting away with a 
–  o u r  c o u r t  i s  w h e r e  crime or dishonest action. 
accountability begins. Do you know someone who 

The prosecutor soon finds should be in prison? Did they 
that the one and only thing that harm you? Steal from you? 
he/she fears is exposure. When Abuse you or someone you 
they are faced with losing their know?
career and/or reputation they Did the justice system turn a 
usually do the right thing and b l i n d  e y e ?  We r e  t h e y  
dismiss the false charges. If seemingly above the law?
they don’t we escalate our Contact the US~Observer – 
exposure until they are forced We will help ensure justice is 
to accept the truth – the facts! served! 

Keep in mind that as we jjj

escalate our efforts publicly, 
Go to usobserver.com for 

any possible future jury pool is 
r e f e r e n c e s .  C a l l  becoming aware of the false 
541-474-7885 i f  you charge(s) as they read the facts 
need help.on the front page of a national 

newspaper. jjj

If You're in Trouble, We Help

predates the date the Veteran filed their claim. injury occurred, he wasn’t informed of his the stereotypical homeless man with a scruffy representative, too!
Should the VA’s policy change? Perhaps options, and was never told he could file a beard, skinny build and a soft persona. He’s 
certain circumstances should cause the VA to claim until 2014. It should be noted that the managed to survive all these years, but with a OUR VETERANS NEED YOUR HELP!
re-think their stance on this issue. injury aided in his inability to understand his huge cost; the loss of a completely normal, 

For a Veteran named Robert Carrigan, his justified right to file a claim. functioning brain. And, he will never recover 1. Veterans Service Representative
injury left him “unable to know about or Although he is now deemed by the military from his injuries. Robert’s family also suffered 
consider filing a claim for over 40 years after of being “130%” (only compensated for as a result of the trauma he endured. Some of Sheila Challberg
the injury occurred.” Robert explained that 100%) disabled, he has not been provided back his family failed to understand the complexity 842 Front Street
when he was enlisted in 1972 he and three pay for all the years prior to his 2014 claim. of Robert’s injuries. They didn’t fully Santa Cruz, CA 95060
other individuals were passengers in a military Robert’s medical record specifically says, understand what was wrong with him. This (831) 454-4290 (fax and phone)
vehicle that crashed. According to military “TBI… 70%.” The additional percentages of resulted in decades of lost relationships with www.santacruzvets.com
records, Robert was, “struck in back of (his) Robert’s disability are for other injuries his siblings which continues to this very day. Veteran Services/Claims
head…” during the accident. He suffered a sustained while enlisted. That means the VA Many disabled Veterans understand and 
“loss of consciousness” according to military recognizes he suffered a Traumatic Brain relate to Robert’s pain. Like them, he’s lived 2. Veterans Advocate
medical records. Almost forty years later, Injury from the 1972 accident and awarded and adjusted to as normal of a life as possible. 
Robert learned the VA had classified his head him seventy-percent disability for that injury. To deny him, and the MANY other Veterans Dean Kaufman
injury as a, “Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI).” But the VA believes - and clearly holds the like him, the ability to claim disability pay to 842 Front Street

Soon after the incident, Robert reported stance - no pre-claim compensation. the date of the injury, is arguably as damaging Santa Cruz, CA 95060
headaches, blurry vision, seeing spots, and In the real world, injury awards do not as the original trauma. It definitely continues (831) 420-7348
other abnormalities. He was given a brain x- usually start from the day you file a lawsuit – the pain and suffering Robert and others have scveteranadvocate@gmail.com
ray (yes, an x-ray) which the doctor noted as, they start from the date you were injured. So, been forced to endure. Some claim these types Veteran Assistance/Advocacy
“WNL” (within normal limits). Even though why wouldn’t the same apply to those injured of abuses towards our Veterans is in direct 
Robert was “cleared” by the x-ray, his while serving their country? Shouldn’t the relation to the suicide rates among our Editor's Note: You can contact the White 
symptoms didn’t go away. He was prescribed policy set for Veteran’s meet or exceed the Nation’s Vet’s. House VA Hotline at: 855-948-2311 - 
drugs to help, but they only left him feeling, standard for non-military citizens? For Robert, mention this article with your own thoughts 
“high.” he didn’t just suffer a broken arm. He couldn’t HOW TO HELP? and stories!

Robert was “honorably discharged” within understand his options as his TBI left him If you, or anyone you know sustained an 
two months of his “high-speed roll-over unable to think normally! This policy needs to change, and the VA injury while enlisted and were unaware of 
crash.” Robert’s discharge was noted as, knows it. Let’s help make it happen! We’ve your options, contact the US~Observer by 
“medical” from a “post-concussion syndrome HOMELESS VETERAN called the VA Representative for Santa Cruz, calling 541-474-7885. 
diagnosis.” CA. We need to ensure Robert is If you wish to make donations, please do so 

Fast-forward forty-seven-years, and Robert Robert eventually became homeless, living COMPENSATED from the date of his injury. by logging onto Veteran Patriots Foundation 
is still trying to get the help he needs. When the on the streets for many years. Robert looks like If you wish to help, you should contact the VA (non-profit) at: vpfi.org.                           jjj

(Judicial Watch) - The federal executive branch agencies fully agency appearing as an offender. 
government wastes tens of billions of address the remaining 396 open Among them are the departments of 
dollars on all sorts of “fragmented, actions, including the new ones Veterans Affairs (VA), Labor (DOL), 
overlapping or duplicative” programs identified in 2019,” the new report Homeland Security (DHS), State, 
in areas ranging from healthcare to states. “Addressing the remaining Agriculture (USDA) and Commerce as 
defense, the production of U.S. actions could lead to other benefits as we l l  a s  t he  Food  and  Drug  
currency and disaster response. It is a well, such as increased public safety, Administration (FDA). The report does 
perpetual  government-wide better homeland and national point out that actions taken by 
epidemic that has long fleeced security, and more effective Congress and executive branch 
A m e r i c a n  t a x p a y e r s ,  delivery of services.” agencies have resulted in hundreds of 
according to a report issued Here are some examples of billions of dollars in “financial 
this month by the nonpartisan new waste identified in the benefits.” Are American taxpayers 
investigative arm of Congress, report, which also includes supposed to pat lawmakers and federal 
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  ongoing  prob lems  f rom government managers on the back for 
Accountability Office (GAO). previous investigations: The doing their job? The waste is a result of 
The watchdog has published similar Department of Energy (DOE) could poor management and never should 
documents in the past eight years save “billions of dollars by developing have occurred in the first place. A 
listing more than 300 areas of waste yet a program-wide strategy to improve lengthy and costly federal audit should 
the hemorrhaging continues because decision-making on cleaning up not have been required to correct the 
Congress or executive branch agencies radioactive and hazardous waste.” The problem.
have failed to act. Center for Medicare and Medicaid There appears to be no end in sight to 

In the latest probe, the GAO identifies Services could save hundreds of the spending crisis. Every year the 
98 new areas—in addition to hundreds millions of dollars simply by GAO finds more and more violations. 
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  i g n o r e d — o f  improving how it identifies and targets Investigators reveal they have directed 
fragmentation, overlap or duplication risk in overseeing Medicaid spending 797 cost-saving actions to executive 
that must be addressed to help curb the and by avoiding overpaying for clinical branch agencies in the last eight years 
waste. Fragmentation refers to lab tests. The Department of Defense and 106 actions to Congress. The 
circumstances in which more than one (DOD) could save millions of dollars a federal agencies, including DOD, 
federal agency is involved in the same year by expanding its use of Health and Human Services and DHS, 
broad area of national need and service intergovernmental support agreements have addressed just over half of the 
delivery can be improved. Overlap to obtain support services that include problems. Congress has a worse track 
occurs when multiple agencies or waste management. The U.S. Mint record, failing to take action in 56% of 
programs have similar goals, engage in could “reduce the cost of coin the cases documented in past federal 
similar activities or strategies to production by millions of dollars audits. The GAO warns that “the 
achieve them or target similar annually” and the Internal Revenue federal government continues to face 
beneficiaries. Duplication exists when Service (IRS) could save tens of an unsustainable long-term fiscal path 
two or more agencies or programs are millions of dollars a year by more caused by an imbalance between 
engaged in the same activities or efficiently combating “tax fraud and federal revenue and spending” and that 
provide the same services to the same noncompliance.” opportunities exist in a number of areas 
beneficiaries. “GAO estimates that tens The list of agencies that fragment, to improve the situation. Now elected 
of billions of additional dollars could overlap or duplicate goes on and on officials and public servants must do 
be saved should Congress and with practically every key federal their job.                                        jjj

Continued from page 1 • The Chaos of Mandatory Minimum Sentencing

(Technology Review) - The Thornton told us last year. 
first company plans to land on “What’s to say a private 
the moon as early as next year. company can land there and 

T h e  n e w s :  N A S A  make money?”
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h r e e  Intuitive Machines and 
companies have been selected Orbit Beyond plan to launch 
t o  c a r ry  t he  agency ’s  aboard a SpaceX Falcon 9 
experiments to the lunar rocket, while Astrobotic has 
surface as a part of the not yet selected its launch 
Commercial Lunar Payload provider.
Services (CLPS) program. What’s next: There are a lot 
A s t r o b o t i c ,  I n t u i t i v e  more contracts to come, for 
Machines, and Orbit Beyond p r o j e c t s  i n c l u d i n g  
are the lucky winners. They construction of Gateway (a 
say they will send their landers lunar orbital outpost) and the 
to the moon in 2020 and 2021. rockets  to  support  the 
The endeavor will help inform launches. “Next year, our 
the United States’ push to initial science and technology 
return humans to the moon by research will be on the lunar 
2024, also known as Artemis. surface, which will help 

The process: The companies support sending the first 
were selected from a shortlist woman and the next man to 
of nine that were picked back the moon in five years,” said 
in November to compete for NASA administrator Jim 
up to $2.6 billion in contracts Bridenstine. “Investing in 
to shuttle payloads to the these commercial landing 
moon. “All the previous services also is another strong 
activities on the moon have step to build a commercial 
been funded by superpowers,” space economy beyond low 
A s t r o b o t i c  C E O  J o h n  Earth orbit.”                    jjj

U.S. Government Wastes Billions on 
“Fragmented ... or Duplicative” Programs

Continued on page 15

NASA selected the first 
three companies to bring 

payloads to the moon

By Aria Bendix Hepatitis A in the past. In 2013, the 
company faced multiple lawsuits after 

(Business Insider) - Smoothies have one of its items, an Organic Antioxidant 
started to sound a lot less appealing this Berry Blend, was said to be contaminated 
summer. with the virus. The Centers for Disease 

A recent investigation from the US Control (CDC) associated 165 cases of 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has Hepatitis A with the blend, which was 
found evidence of Hepatitis A, a sold in Costco stores across five states.
contagious liver disease, in a selection of In its online statement on the FDA 
frozen berries sold at Kroger grocery website, Kroger warned people not to 
stores nationwide. consume the frozen berries. People who 

The potentially contaminated items hail have purchased the items can return them 
from Kroger's Private Selection brand, "for a full refund or replacement," the 
which is sold at both traditional Kroger company said.
stores and other retail locations within the The CDC reports that symptoms of 
company's umbrella. Hepatitis A can take up to 50 days to 

In an announcement on June 7, Kroger manifest. The virus can produce fever, 
said that no customers have become ill fatigue, nausea, abdominal discomfort, 
from consuming the products, but the vomiting, diarrhea, and jaundice (the 
items have been recalled and removed yellowing of the skin and eyes). 
from store shelves. Symptoms typically don't last beyond 

The products in question include two two months, though the CDC reports that 
sizes of Kroger's Private Selection Frozen some patients — around 10% to 15% — 
Triple Berry Medley (48 ounce and 16 have seen symptoms for up to six months.
ounce) and one size of its Private Receiving a Hepatitis A vaccination 
Selection Frozen Blackberries (16 within two weeks of exposure could 
ounce). prevent illness, so people who might have 

All three items were manufactured by consumed the berries should consult their 
Townsend Farms, a wholesaler in Oregon doctor right away.
whose products have been linked to jjj

Kroger is recalling frozen 
berries that might be 

contaminated with Hepatitis A

Continued from page 1 • Injured Veterans Should Get Back-Pay From Date of Injury
By Timothy Meads

(Townhall) - A recent 
poll from Rasmussen 
Reports shows that very 
few "Likely United States 
Voters" actually trust the 
government to spend their t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  
tax dollars wisely and that overwhelmingly reject big 
most Americans actually government with 75% of 
p r e f e r  a  s m a l l e r  respondents favoring 
government with fewer smaller government. 64% 
programs than a larger of unaffiliated voters 
one. responded the same way, 

The poll, conducted but just 37% of Democrats 
May 26-27, 2019, shows favor smaller government.
that "57% of Likely U.S. As noted by Rasmussen, 
Voters favor a smaller “even among voters who 
government with fewer favor a more active 
services and lower taxes government with more 
over a more active one services and higher taxes, 
with more services and just 21% approve of the 
higher taxes." On the other way the government 
hand, “32% prefer a h a n d l e s  t a x p a y e r ’s  
bigger, more expensive, money.”
more active government.” This polling comes as 

These numbers have D e m o c r a t  h o p e f u l s  
been consistent with p r o m i s e  l a r g e ,  
Rassmussens findings encompassing federal 
since 2006. Furthermore, programs to solve issues 
77% of likely voters do like rising healthcare, 
not trust the government education, and housing 
to spend their tax dollars costs which grow the size 
in an efficient manner of government, increase 
while 11% of likely voters spending, and raise taxes. 
are unsure. 

jjj
Perhaps not surprisingly, 

Voters Don’t Trust 
Government to Spend 

Tax Dollars Wisely

By Michelle Meyers the 72nd World Health Assembly.
"Gaming disorder" lives under the "disorders 

(CNET) - Your Fortnite addiction might just be due to addictive behavior" section of the ICD. It's 
an official illness. described as "a pattern of persistent or recurrent 

The World Health Organization on Saturday gaming behavior, which may be online or offline, 
adopted the latest update to its International manifested by impaired control over gaming, 
Classification of Diseases (ICD),  which adds increasing priority given to gaming to the extent 
"gaming disorder" to its list of modern diseases. that gaming takes precedence over other life 

The organization last June added gaming interests and daily activities and continuation or 
addiction under its section of potentially harmful escalation of gaming despite the occurrence of 
technology-related behaviors, including too much negative consequences."
use of "the internet, computers, smartphones" and The issue of gaming addiction isn't new: The 
more. American Psychiatric Association still has it listed 

Despite opposition from trade groups, which as up for discussion (PDF) in the latest version of 
reportedly pointed to contradictory research on the its diagnostic bible, the DSM-5. The American 
subject and touted some of the virtues of video Medical Association backed away from "video 
games, the latest ICD was officially approved at game addiction" in 2007.                               jjj

‘Gaming disorder’ deemed 
an official illness by 

World Health Organization

perpetual  government-wide better homeland and national point out that actions taken by 
epidemic that has long fleeced security, and more effective Congress and executive branch 

t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  
Accountability Office (GAO). previous investigations: The doing their job? The waste is a result of 

CONSUMER ALERT

(Reason) - The Knowles children were selling outcry. 
lemonade across the street from their house in On April 1, newly elected Democratic Gov. Jared 
2018 when Denver police informed them they Polis signed the Legalizing Minors' Businesses 
needed three different licenses to operate. Act, which exempts temporary, minor-owned 

The closure of their stand, which was raising businesses from local licensing regulations.                
money for needy kids overseas, led to a national jjj

Lemonade Legalization
Open for business, after a fight



If you are facing prosecution for false charges then you are aware of how evidence by investigating the 
the ‘justice’ industry (racket) in America works. You (the innocent person) accusers, the prosecutors – 
have been falsely charged with a crime. Most of the time you receive a myriad everyone involved with your case. 
of stacked charges intended for the sole purpose of extracting a “plea bargain” In other words, complete an in-
from you. depth investigation before you are 

You then rush to an attorney, pay him a huge retainer to cover the usual prosecuted and make the facts 
$200.00 per hour (if not higher), which he/she charges, to supposedly defend public, forcing a just outcome.
your innocence. The attorney usually files some motions, writes some The US~Observer newspaper 
worthless letters and makes many unproductive (unless they pertain to you will not waste your time or your 
accepting a plea bargain) phone calls until you are broke. money. This is not a game, it’s your life and your freedom. 
Generally, you haven’t even started your trial and 99% of We do not make deals. If you are innocent, then nobody has 
the time the attorney hasn’t completed any investigation. the right to steal what belongs to you, most of all, your 

All of a sudden your attorney is telling you that you can’t liberty. Nobody! That includes your attorney - as well as 
win your case and you should accept the benevolent plea your supposed public servants.
bargain that the almighty prosecuting attorney has offered Why have a bad day when it’s still possible to force 
you. “Do you want to take the chance on spending 30-40 justice ... right down their throats?
years in prison when you can plea bargain for 18 months,” The US~Observer investigates cases for news. We want 
your attorney tells you. What happened to: “I think we can to win, just as you want to prove your innocence.
win this case, it’s a good case.” Remember? Isn’t that pretty For justice sake, don’t wait until they slam the door 
close to what your attorney told you as he/she was relieving behind you before contacting us if you are innocent. 
you of your money? Preventing a wrongful conviction is much easier than 

You then accept a plea bargain and go to jail or you have a jury trial, you’re achieving a post-conviction exoneration.
found guilty (because your attorney hasn’t produced enough evidence-if any 
and because the judge directs the jury to find you guilty) and then you go to “One false prosecution is one too many, 
jail. When you finally wake up you realize that on top of now being a criminal, 

and any act of immunity is simply a government you are flat broke and incarcerated. You find that the very person (your 
attorney) you frantically rushed to retain, became your worst enemy. condoned crime.” - Edward Snook, US~Observer

There is only one way to remedy a false prosecution: Obtain conclusive 

Welcome to the largest racket in history: The American Justice System

Felony Firearms Crimes Jose Velasco-Vero

Status: Dismissed

“My case was the first of its kind. 
You absolutely defeated these 

unwarranted charges!”

Bryan Tucker False Sex Abuse Charges Kevin Olsen False Assault Charges

Status: Acquitted Status: Dismissed

“I would have taken the plea deal
 for crimes I didn't commit if it 

wasn't for you. Thank you. 
I was acquitted because of you.”

“Your investigative reporting exposed 
the government's lies before trial. The 
jury unanimously acquitted me. Thank 
you. Your services should be used by 

anyone who is innocent!”

Jessica Morton False Sex Abuse Charges The Bluetears Case Type: DHS/Child Custody

Status: Dismissed Status: Reunited

“If it wasn't for the US~Observer
 I would have lost everything; my 

freedom, my family. They made sure 
that didn't happen!”

“Your help turned the 
tables in our case. We 
now have custody of

our son.”

Investment Scam Victim Al Perelstein 

Status: Compensated

“I can’t thank you enough for 
getting our investment money 

back.” 

Case Type: Divorce David Coley 

Status: Compensated

“My divorce lasted over 9 painful 
years. Costly lawyers weren't helping. 
Then I found the US~Observer. Within 
months it was over! If you need help, 

hire the US~Observer!” 

Call Us Today!
541-474-7885

If you prefer email:
editor@usobserver.com




