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U S A  –  S e l f -
p r o c l a i m e d 
“ P a n a m a n i a n ” 
multi-millionaire 
J e f f r e y  A l a n 
L o w r a n c e ,  w h o 
enticed and relieved 
i n v e s t o r s  f r o m 
around the globe of 
an insider-reported 
s i x t y - m i l l i o n -
dollars, joined the 
ranks of indicted 
and convicted scam 
a r t i s t s  B e r n i e 
M a d o f f ,  J u l e s 
Bernard Fleder, Jack Arnold 
Brown, Tom Miller (Gideon 

Group), Dennis Scholenberg (Ex-
President of First Mountain Bank – 

Big Bear Lake, CA), 
Frank Quattrone and 
Art Nadel, just to 
mention a few. On 
November 15, 2012, 
L o w r a n c e  w a s 
sentenced to 170 
months in prison 
and ordered to pay 
$17.64 million in 
restitution.

BACKGROUND

L o w r a n c e  h a d 
r e t a i n e d  t h e 
US~Observer  in 

September of 2008, to “protect” 
him from angry investors, who 

Michael Quiel Continues Fight for 
Innocence Against IRS / DOJ

By US~Observer Staff

Most people believe in 
our justice system. They 
incorrectly believe that all 
prosecutors care about guilt 
and every judge fairly rules 
on the letter of the law. They 
mistakenly think that police 
never lie, and suspects are 
"innocent until proven 
guil ty." In fact ,  many 
w r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t 
innocent people don't get 
arrested and that people 
who accuse others of crimes 
don't make false claims. 
The biggest misconception 
is the belief that juries always hear all the 
evidence and that all verdicts serve justice, as 

well as the notion that 
s o m e o n e  w h o  s t a n d s 
falsely accused would 
never take a plea deal. 

Tre Butterfield claims he 
was rai l roaded;  taken 
advantage of by an attorney 
who did nothing to defend 
him, and by a system who 
only bel ieves what  is 
reported to them - believing 
first and foremost those that 
initially file a complaint or 
talk to the police. If you are 
painted as a bad person, the 
system will forever view 
you in  tha t  l ight  and 
exclude any possibility that 

any amount of evidence could prove your 
innocence. That is unless you have the 

Continued on page 7

Victim Reportedly Recants
Imprisoned Tre Butterfield Wants New Trial, 

Says Evidence Will Set Him Free

Continued on page 13Continued on page 10

By Ron Lee
Investigative Journalist

Portland, OR - Having 
b e e n  i n  t h e  c a r e  o f 
Guardian Ann Yela of Yela 
Fiduciary Services and 
Roselane Adult Foster 
Care Home of Beaverton, 
Oregon for close to two 
years, then 90-year-old 
C l a r a  F a m b r o  w a s 
reportedly close to death. 
At least, that’s what Yela 
would have had everyone 
believe when she placed 
Clara on hospice. With 
Clara placed on hospice, 
the facility staff could 
refuse food and water if 
they felt Clara couldn’t “tolerate it.” 
Purportedly, that is exactly what they did. 

On several occasions, 
Clara’s daughter, Dollie 
F a m b r o  -  u s u a l l y 
accompanied by a friend 
to be her witness - says she 
would find her mother 
“fully reclined, not having 
been fed or given water.” 
When they’d ask why, 
they were told by the staff 
that it was because Clara 
couldn’t tolerate it. “That 
is because you have to 
raise her up so she doesn’t 
choke!” Dollie is reported 
to have said. 

According to Dollie, she 
would go to the house and 
spend hours making sure 
her  mother was both 

hydrated and fed. Those hours turned into 
days, weeks and months of ensuring the 

Continued on page 10

By Ron Lee
Investigative Journalist

“You’ve got to fight them, Mike. I 
believe in you!” Those were Colonel 
John Lee’s last words, said to his son-
in-law, Michael Quiel, regarding now 
proven to be false criminal charges 
Mike was facing. Colonel Lee knew 
Mike had to fight for his innocence, no 
matter what – that it was the only way 
for an innocent man to behave. 
According to Mike, his wife and 
Colonel Lee’s daughter, Victoria, had 
agreed with them both, that fighting 

was the right thing to do.
Now, over eleven years later, Mike is 

making good on his pledge to keep up 
the  f ight  by f i l ing  a  mass ive 
$135,000,000 civil lawsuit against the 
IRS, IRS agent Cheryl Bradley, 
Assistant United States Attorney 
(AUSA) Monica Edelstein (who is 
now a sitting judge in Arizona, AUSA 

David Stockwell, Michael Quiel’s 
former tax attorney and legal advisor, 
Christopher Rusch (now known as 
Christian Reeves) and others known 
or unknown.

EX-PROSECUTOR, NOW 
JUDGE, HAS NO IMMUNITY IN 

LAWSUIT

C.J. 
Ciaramella
• Judge Holds 
Federal BOP in 
Contempt
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FLASHBACK FILES

E d i t o r ’s  N o t e :  B e f o r e 
expanding across the United 
States, the US~Observer was 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  O r e g o n 
Observer. The following article 
details an investigation into a 
f inanc ia l  scheme which 

crossed state boundaries. Not 
only were we able to prove the 
cr ime  and  ensure  those 
responsible were prosecuted, 
we recovered funds for the 
investors who hired us.

It’s cases like this one that 
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Billy Binion
• Acquitted 
Served Prison 
Time Anyway
 Page ... 9

Page 15

~US Observer Helps Daughter Rescue Mother
Clara Fambro is Now Safe and Happy

Fraudulent Investment
Scheme Thwarted

Lawsuit Filed Against First Mountain Bank – 
President Implicated in Investment Scam

Continued on page 11

Jamie Reed
• Trans Kids’ 
Hospital 
Whistleblower
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VICTORY SPOTLIGHT

Story on page 2

Now Alone, Quiel Honors 
Father- in-Law’s  Dying 
Words in Bid to Sue Gov’t for 
$135,000,000 Over Abuse of 
P r o c e s s ,  M a l i c i o u s 
Prosecution, RICO and 
More. 

New Jury Trial 
Produces Justice - 

Randy Gray’s Acquittal 

By US~Observer Staff

Linn County, OR - Theft by 
deception is a weighty charge. It 
accuses a person of obtaining the 
property of another with the 
intent to defraud by creating, 
confirming, or failing to correct 
another’s false impression of 
law or value that the person does 
not believe to be true. Lies are 
p o t e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n 
eventually, the liar is found out, 
as in the malicious and unethical 
prosecution of Randy Gray. 

In  January  2014 ,  Judge 

Thomas McHill, of the Circuit 
Court of Linn County presided 
over the case of State of Oregon 

Proof Oregon Judge 
McHill Helped Convict 
Innocent Man

Randy Gray, a free man.

Michael and Victoria Quiel are in the midst of divorce.

A happier Clara Fambro

The First Capital 
Savings and Loan Debacle

~Proof the US Observer Sides 
with Truth and Justice

Jeffrey Alan Lowrance

Tre Butterfield



v. Randy Gray. The defendant was charged in 
August 2011 for transactions conducted in 
2008 involving one count of racketeering 
involving securities fraud and selling of 
unregistered securities, to wit: an investment 
contract, sixteen counts of selling unregistered 
securities, and sixteen counts of aggravated 
theft (by deception). 

Assistant District Attorneys General Daniel 
Wendel and Simon Whang prosecuted the 
case, and after the State rested their case, the 
judge granted a motion for judgment of 
acquittal on one count of racketeering and 
sixteen counts of selling unregistered 
securities. This changed the entire tenor of the 
case to defending the aggregated theft charges. 
Unfortunately, the jury did not follow the 
court’s instructions and answered ‘yes’ to 
questions about enhancement facts and not the 
elements of the crime. This led to Gray being 
found guilty of sixteen counts of aggravated 
theft by deception in the first degree. 

At the sentencing hearing, the defense 
motioned for a new trial (which was denied) 
based on irregularities in the first trial. The 
defense motioned for a new trial (which was 
denied) based on two jurors submitting letters 
explaining the elements of the crime were not 
met. The defense filed a motion for a stay of 
sentence pending appeal (which was denied) 
but later the conviction would be overturned 
by the Appeals Court. Mr. Gray was 
immediately incarcerated for a 36-month 
sentence with the Oregon Department of 
Corrections. After five demoralizing weeks at 
the Coffee Creek processing center in 
Wilsonville, he was housed at Santiam 
Correctional Institute in Salem, Oregon. Five 
weeks later, his wife gave birth to their seventh 
child.

After two long years, the Office of Public 
Defenders argued an appeal before the Oregon 
Court of Appeals. Meanwhile, two additional 
motions for stay of sentence were filed, 
argued, and denied. In July 2017, three months 
after Mr. Gray had completed his 36-month 
sentence and returned home to his wife and 
seven children, the Oregon Court of Appeals 
reversed and remanded his conviction based 
on the fact that Judge McHill ruled in favor of 
the State’s motion to exclude (exculpatory) 
evidence. The Court of Appeals determined, 
“the defendant’s proffered evidence was 
relevant if it could support any permissible 
inference, however slight, that he lacked the 
intent to defraud or to deprive at the time of the 
theft … we conclude that defendant’s evidence 
was probative of his intent to defraud and that 
the court erred in ruling otherwise” (State v. 
Gray, 286 Or App 799, 401 P.3d 1241 (2017). 
The Court of Appeals decision allowed for the 
State to retry the case but with the evidence 
that after the clients’ loan was in default, Mr. 
Gray serviced the loan for more than two and a 
half years and worked to salvage the project, 
pointing to his state of mind at the time of the 
transaction. 

After two additional years of motions and 
hearings arguing for rights pertaining to 
arraignment, statue of limitations, secret 
indictment, jurisdiction, joinder language, 
amending indictment, and double jeopardy 
based on using evidence from acquitted 
charges, the second trial scheduled for early 
2020 was delayed due to pending decisions 
and eventually the pandemic shutdown. In 
December 2020, defense counsel Mr. James 
Leuenberger passed away suddenly leaving 
Mr. Gray scrambling to secure competent 
legal counsel. 

In April 2021, Mr. Gray retained attorney 
Jason Thompson of Salem, Oregon, who dealt 
with the problematic indictment and acquittal 
of 17 counts in the first trial. Years prior, Judge 
McHill had denied a new trial before Mr. Gray 
was sent to prison because the judge agreed 
with prosecutor Simon Whang that theft by 
deception and securities fraud have the same 
elements. But in a September 22, 2020, ruling, 
Judge McHill said, "the elements of the 
charges concerning securities violations and 
theft are different and depend on evidence 
relevant to those specific charges." 

Next, Judge McHill denied a double 
jeopardy claim, claiming the State would put 

on evidence different than the first trial. Jason 
Thompson also filed a motion to dismiss 
(based on double jeopardy) the 16 counts of 
theft by deception on February 3, 2022, and 
was argued April 7, 2022, but Judge McHill 
denied the motion to dismiss based on double 
jeopardy as well. The inconsistency clearly 
maliciously harmed Mr. Gray. 

In the second trial, prosecutor Wendel used 
v e r b a t i m  t h e  s a m e 
evidence of the first trial by 
reading the trial transcript 
to prove his case in chief in 
the second trial.  McHill 
should have stopped the 
trial after realizing the State 
was not presenting any 
evidence different from the 
first trial. Mr. Wendel had 
mis led  the  cour t  and 
McHill was supporting this 
vial corruption when he 
later denied a motion for 
judgment of acquittal after 
the State rested its case. 
McHill claimed Mr. Gray had a duty to 
disclose that the use of the clients’ funds was 
an element of theft. The duty to disclose is not 
an element of theft, and the duty to disclose 
was abolished when Mr. Gray was acquitted of 
any securities violations in the first trial. 
Clearly the court was using the same evidence 
from the first trial to convict Mr. Gray in a 
second trial violating his double jeopardy 
protections. This strategy was malicious 
because Judge McHill instructed counsel that 
evidence used in the first trial could be 
presented to the jury, but Mr. Gray's defense 
could not include the fact that he had been 
acquitted of those charges. The jury was left in 
the dark as to why Mr. Gray was violating 
securities laws and not putting on a defense to 
the contrary. 

The jury was dismissed after acquitting Mr. 
Gray, and surprisingly jury members came 
forward and contacted Mr. Gray after they 
learned about the acquittal of the securities 
charges. They were appalled to find out this 
information was intentionally withheld from 
them. The State was pulling the same stunts in 
the second trial that had caused the Appeals 
Court to reverse the first conviction. 

Judge McHill and prosecutor Wendel did not 
have any respect for the Appeals Court ruling. 
They only wanted to win at any cost by 
withholding evidence with the hope that the 
jury would convict Mr. Gray a second time. 
The irony is that the State's theory was Mr. 
Gray omitted facts as the basis for the crime of 
theft by deception, when omitting facts was 
the State’s only way of proving their case.  

Jason Thompson also had to deal with the 
problematic two second amended indictments 
that the judge himself filed on July 30, 2020, 
and September 23, 2020, and denied Mr. Gray 
from being arraigned, so Gray's attorney was 
unable to effectively represent him. No judge 
has the authority to file amended indictments, 
only District Attorneys! After realizing Jason 
Thompson had exposed their corruption 
during the April 7, 2022 hearing, later that day 
Prosecutor Wendel filed a third amended 
indictment, removing the courts original filing 
date and signature dated August 25, 2011 at 
3:34 pm, removing the original bar code label 
on the first page of the indictment, striking out 
$50,000 in counts 2 through 17, adding 
$10,000 below each $50,000 stricken in 
counts 2 through 17 and inserting language 
from Oregon Revised Statutes 132.650 on 
page 17 line 12 in a manner nobody would see 
without extreme scrutiny. 

Judge McHill authorized filing the third 
amended indictment because the changes were 
“scriveners errors”. Jason Thompson filed an 
eighth demurrer on April 13, 2022, realizing 
the indictment was filed almost 11 years past 
the statue of limitations. Judge McHill 
claimed the third amended indictment was not 
a new filing, when in fact it had been filed by 
Prosecutor Wendel on April 7, 2022, as the 
grounds to deny the demurrer in his opinion 
letter dated August 23, 2022. If the demurrer 
had been granted the case would have been 
dismissed saving the State of Oregon and Mr. 

Gray money, time, and stress. 
With all legal arguments exhausted and 

denied, the second trial (called a ‘continuation 
of the first trial’ by the prosecution and judge 
even though the first trial was properly 
concluded and appealed) was scheduled to 
begin October 24, 2022.

With a new jury impaneled, the State began 
opening arguments by challenging the jury to 

“find the lie”. The State retried the first case 
nearly verbatim, trying to exclude any 
indications that this case had been previously 
tried, argued, decided, and acquitted. In the 
process of defense cross-examinations, 
however,  a t to rney  Jason  Thompson 
successfully countered the State’s fictional 
tale − that Mr. Gray intended to dupe elderly 
people out of their retirement money − by 
weaving an alternative theory that Mr. Gray 
was in fact carrying out the clients’ wishes and 
providing an opportunity to avoid the huge 
stock market losses of 2008. 

The State’s expert witness Jason Ambers 
from the Division of Financial Regulation 
shocked the jury by testifying that ‘all notes 
are securities’, implying that every citizen 
could be potentially guilty of dealing with 
unregistered securities in their everyday 
transactions. Jason Thompson was able to use 
reports and recordings given in discovery from 
the prosecutor that forced lead investigator, 
Ruth Johnson to admit under oath, she misled, 
misrepresented, and even withheld telling the 
victims the information she wrote in her 
reports that their land was worth as much as 
$3,000,000. Without this information, the 
lenders foreclosed on the $3.3 million dollar 
loan and sold the loan collateral for less than 
$300,000. Five years later the land sold for 
over $10 million dollars. 

Upon the foreclosure being finalized April 
12, 2013, (interestingly also executed by 
Judge McHill), the Judge should have never 
allowed a first trial to be scheduled for June 3, 
2013, because the finalized foreclosure 
judgment determined the transaction was a 
mortgage loan. Jason Ambers the State's 
expert witness testified during the first trial 
that mortgages are exempt as securities, and he 
did not have jurisdiction to prosecute under 
securities law. In the second trial, Jason 
Ambers changed his testimony and further 
misled the jury by stating all mortgages (notes) 
are securities, indicating the State had 
jurisdiction to prosecute.

The State relied heavily on the requirements 
of disclosure relating to someone dealing with 
securities transactions when in fact, the judge 
had determined in the first trial that the loans 
were not securities transactions. The jury 
heard far too much about disclosures and 
fiduciary responsibility that had no relevance 
to the elements of aggravated theft (by 
deception). Fortunately, during the day of 
deliberations, the jury carefully examined all 
the evidence, considered all the testimony, and 
determined that Mr. Gray had no intent to 
defraud or deprive the clients of their money, 
and they found him NOT GUILTY. The jury 
found the lie, and it was NOT from Mr. Gray. 

Mr. Gray  was found not guilty on all 16 theft 
counts November 8, 2022, and then received 
the judgment of acquittal on all 33 counts 
November 30, 2022. 

Jason Thompson filed a motion November 9, 
2022, demanding the $10,000 bail money 
posted in 2011 be returned. It appears the 
motion was denied, and Judge McHill closed 
the file December 1, 2022. Mr. Gray received a 

letter five days later demanding he owes the 
State $2,983,092.62 due in 60 days or it may 
be referred to collections without further court 
action. Jason Thompson filed a motion for 
immediate return of restitution in the amount 
of $154,508.52 on December 9, 2022. Judge 
McHill granted the motion to return the 
restitution by signing an order dated January 3, 
2023. The order was sent to the Business and 

Fiscal Service Division 
(BFSD) in Salem. David 
Moon, an employee of 
BFSD, has refused to issue 
payment to Mr. Gray. 
Jason Thompson spoke 
with David Moon on 
January 30, 2023, and 
suggested a contempt of 
court motion would be 
filed if payment is not 
made. 

The demand letter was 
sent to Mr. Gray from 
B F S D  b e c a u s e  L i n n 
County  Cour t  House 

notified them Mr. Gray owed restitution from 
his 2014 conviction. Linn County Court 
House posted $2,782,225.77 as restitution on 
November 6, 2014, based on a judgment from 
the first trial. Linn County Court House posted 
another $337,505.91 of restitution on May 5, 
2015. The restitution posted in May is based 
on three other alleged victims that were not 
included in Mr. Gray’s 16 theft counts. 

Linn County Court House has put judgments 
on Mr. Gray that have no lawful authority. Mr. 
Gray has contacted James Belshe, Trial Court 
Administrator for Linn County, and he ignored 
responding to Mr. Gray’s emails and phone 
messages. Mr. Gray finally spoke with James 
Belshe on February 2, 2023. James Belshe said 
he did not know who put the restitution 
amounts in the file. James Belshe said he was 
not going to make any changes to the account 
until he received a green light from BFSD. 

Mr. Gray then asked why the restitution was 
not removed in 2018 when the appeals court 
reversed the judgment. James Belshe said Mr. 
Gray’s case was l inked to the other 
codefendants who were on appeal so they 
couldn’t do anything in 2018 regarding the 
Appeal Court’s order. The problem with that 
statement is the codefendants are not on appeal 
and have already served out their sentences. 

The Linn County Court House is making 
things more difficult for Mr. Gray by refusing 
to remove the judgment from his account and 
returning his $154,508. Mr. Gray cannot have 
his record expunged until the Linn County 
Court House removes the judgment showing 
he owes over $3,000,000 which means Mr. 
Gray continues to be harmed. Mr. Gray cannot 
own a gun, get a loan or interview for work for 
example, until his record is expunged. They 
keep telling Mr. Gray they are reviewing the 
information and will fix it if it is wrong. Mr. 
Gray might pass away by the time they get 
things figured out! This is another example of 
how the State of Oregon bullies people who 
stand up against them and expose their 
corruption, lies and willful intent to retaliate 
and harm innocent people.

At this juncture, Mr. Gray is seeking relief 
under Oregon’s new Senate bill 1584 which 
compensates wrongfully incarcerated persons, 
and he intends to continue restoring what the 
c l i en t s  l o s t  when  t he  ove rzea lous , 
overreaching State investigators and 
prosecutors interfered and mischaracterized 
Mr. Gray and his clients’ legal business 
contract.

Editor’s Note: Randy Gray should file a 
civil rights lawsuit immediately and hold all 
of the corrupted individuals who have 
harmed him and his family accountable. The 
US~Observer greatly commends Mr. Gray’s 
second jury for listening closely in court and 
for realizing the state and their witnesses 
were lying. 

Anyone with information on any of the 
players involved in this case can contact the 
US~Observer at 541-474-7885 or by email to 
editor@usobserver.com.
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Are You Facing False Criminal Charges or Civil Complaints?
PUBLIC SERVICE 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Narconon reminds friends and family that you should have a 
solid plan when you leave treatment. This is super important 
and it gives the recovering person the best possible chance at 
remaining clean. There must be a plan in place that the 
recovering person can follow without getting discouraged. A 
person without a plan that has too much time on their hands is 
a recipe for disaster, and will eventually relapse. Filling that 
time with a structured environment and following their plan 
will greatly increase a person’s chances of  being successful.

To learn more about having a plan after treatment go to:

Many of the exonerees reported on herein would have never even been convicted in the 
first place had they utilized the services of the US~Observer.

When hired, the US~Observer works for your vindication. What does that mean? Simply, if you have been wrongfully charged with 
crimes or have been maliciously attacked civilly, the US~Observer will investigate your case to achieve the evidence that will be used 
to prove your innocence, or determine your lack of liability. With that evidence in hand, we ensure everyone who needs to see it does. 

The power of public opinion is what will ultimately vindicate you, and that is what we utilize by promoting your case through our 
nationally distributed newspaper and our network of on-line affiliates. Not only does this make the facts of your case public knowledge, 

something attorneys are barred from doing, it puts an amazing amount of public pressure on those in political positions. 

The fact is, attorneys alone rarely win tough cases. In many instances, the odds are so stacked against them the only recourse they have is 
to suggest a plea deal. It’s not all their fault either! The system allows for the prosecution to publicize your case. The local paper runs your 

picture and soon, your neighbors think you are guilty. The US~Observer combats this one-sided assault and gives you the only real chance you have 
at vindication.

If you are in trouble, don’t roll the dice with an attorney alone. Let the US~Observer work for you. 

And just in case you are wondering, there are many instances where our clients never even needed to hire an attorney in the first place. Contact us for references. 

https://www.narconon-suncoast.org/blog/the-importance-of-supportive-friendships-in-recovery.html

ADDICTION SCREENINGS

Narconon can help you take steps to overcome addiction in your family. 

Call today for a no-cost screening or referral: 1-877-841-5509

Continued from page 1 • Simonson Trial Tentatively Set ...

Continued on page 10

Continued from page 1 • New Jury Trial Produces Justice, Acquittal Continued from page 1 • DHS Stonewalls Loving Grandmother ...
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Man Exonerated Thanks to Help of Prosecutor
By Micaela Marshall

(Spectrum News1) CANTON, OH — 
Aaron Culbertson is a free man with a 
cleared name, four years after he was 
arrested for aggravated robbery at 16 years 
old.

Culbertson, 21, returned home to Canton 
after spending his late teens in prison for 
aggravated robbery, a crime he did not 
commit. His release resulted from an 
unlikely alliance between the Ohio 
Innocence Project and a Stark County 
prosecutor.

“I feel like special, like, it makes me feel, 
like, like one in a million for real because 
this doesn’t… this doesn’t really happen, 
especially not in Ohio,” Culbertson said.

Culbertson was released in December, 
halfway into his eight-year sentence. He 
had an emotional reunion with his sister, 
Val Ryan.

“’Cause I didn’t even get to visit him for 
the four years,” she said. “So, I haven’t 
seen him other than video visits.”

Culbertson always maintained his 
innocence, even during initial police 
interviews.

“I’m 110% sure that I don’t have a gun,” 
he said at the time. “I didn’t rob nobody, 
and this isn’t me.”

Culbertson might not have gotten his 
freedom now without Stark County 
Prosecutor Kyle Stone, who immediately 
realized it was a case of misidentification that 
caused an innocent teenager to be tried as an 
adult and convicted as a violent offender.

“For me, I can clearly see this is the wrong 
individual,” Stone said. “How did this 
happen?”

C u l b e r t s o n ’s  c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  n o w 
exoneration hinged on a surveillance video. 
The video was taken outside Harmon’s Pub in 
Canton around the time of the crime in Feb. 
2018. Two suspects rushed a woman near her 
car, held up a gun and demanded her purse.

“And they had dark hoodies on and black 
leather gloves, and their hoodies were almost 
covering their face,” the victim told police in 
an interview. “I did get to see somewhat of the 
one face. The guy with the gun.”

Prior to the robbery, Culbertson had just run 
away from home, and his photo was 
distributed to the police. Documents showed 
an officer saw the runaway photo and 
remarked that it resembled one suspect in 
surveillance video related to the aggravated 
robbery case.

According to the police, people who knew 
Culbertson told them it might have been him in 
the black hoodie. In a police interview with 
Culbertson, an officer told him no one who 
knows him well said that it “wasn’t” him, but 
rather, quickly looked at the photo and 
identified him.

Investigators had no DNA or fingerprint 
evidence tying Culbertson to the crime, and 
the stolen items were recovered and returned 
to the victim within hours, but a combination 
of the surveillance video and victim 
identification during trial were enough for a 
jury to find Culbertson guilty and to sentence 
him to eight years in prison.

The other suspect in the surveillance video 
was not identified or charged during the 
investigation.

“I blamed everybody, like, I was just mad at 
the world,” Ryan said. “I think I was more 
angry because, like, you’re putting my baby in 
prison. Not in juvenile. But prison.”

The Ohio Innocence Project began looking 
into Culbertson’s case in 2021 and presented 
evidence to Stone last year.

Stone was elected as Stark County 
prosecutor in 2020, after working for three 
years as a criminal defense attorney. He is the 
first African American man to be elected a 
county prosecutor in the state of Ohio. 
Stephanie Tubbs-Jones is the only other 
African American prosecutor in the state’s 
history.

“It’s proven to be beneficial to the 
administration of justice,” he said. “Being able 
to have a perspective and a certain experience, 
life cultural experience, that has never been 
seen in this position.”

Stone became instrumental for Culbertson’s 
release after he looked at images from the 
surveillance video that led to Culbertson’s 
conviction. Upon seeing them, he said he 
i m m e d i a t e l y  k n e w  C u l b e r t s o n  w a s 
misidentified.

“As an African American male, knowing that 
B l a c k  f o l k s  c a n  c o m e  i n  d i f f e r e n t 
complexions, and I immediately saw the 
difference in complexion between the two 
individuals, and I just knew something was 
wrong,” he said. “Something was off.”

Stone said Culbertson and the suspect in the 
video didn’t have the same mouth, nose, chin 
or forehead, and he immediately knew they 
had the wrong individual behind bars.

Prosecutors, he said, should push for what’s 
right, even if it means admitting a mistake had 
been made.

“If I’ve been given information that says an 
individual is innocent or that we got it wrong, 
who cares if our pride is hurt?” he said. “Who 
cares if it might cause a little bit of 
embarrassment to the office? It is what it is. We 
have a responsibility, an ethical responsibility, 
that we’re just as active trying to get them out 
of jail or prison like we would when we try to 
put them there because they’ve committed 
crimes.”

Brian Howe, with the Ohio Innocence 
Project and professor of clinical law, said there 
was no lineup for the victim to identify the 
suspect in Culbertson’s case.

“There was no request to identify anyone,” 
he said. “The first time that the victim saw 
anyone, was asked to pick out anyone in 
association with this crime, was at the bind 
over hearing while Aaron was sitting at the 
defense table. So that’s sort of a textbook, 
unconstitutionally suggestive identification 
procedure. It should not have happened here.”

Thanks to the Ohio Innocence Project and 
the Stark County Prosecutor’s Office, the two 
men in the surveillance video were identified 
as Lakim Woody and Alonzo Stinson, Jr., who 
are currently in prison for unrelated crimes. 
They admitted to investigators at the 
prosecutor’s office that they were in the video.

The names of the alternate suspects came to 
light after the Ohio Innocence Project law 
students scoured social media and followed 

leads Culbertson brought up during the 
time of his arrest, documented in police 
interviews.

“That is not me,” Culbertson said in one 
interview. “I know who that is. I know 
who really that is.”

When pressed for a name, Culbertson 
said, “That is some boy named, it’s either 
Kimble or Kimmy or something from 
McKinley, but that’s all I know about 
him.”

Woody and Stinson only admitted to 
being in the surveillance video, not to the 
aggravated robbery. Stone does not intend 
to re-try the original case.

“I was more concerned with them being 
honest to identify themselves to get Aaron 
out, rather than try to trip them up to admit 
to them doing the crime and risk them not 
wanting to talk,” Stone said.

Howe said this case is an example of the 
flaws in the criminal justice system and 
the bias that comes with eyewitness cross-
racial identification.

“We especially need the kinds of 
procedures that are going to make sure that 
we’re not getting it wrong,” he said. “This 
is the kind of situation where it’s 
especially important to have, you know, a 
double-blind lineup procedure. That’s the 
kind that’s called for by Ohio law, the kind 
that did not happen in this case.”

Stone acknowledged it is highly unusual 
for a prosecutor to team up with the Ohio 

Innocence Project and push for an inmate’s 
acquittal, but Stone said the state is the one that 
did this, so it’s also their responsibility to fix it.

“I understand historically that hasn’t 
happened with prosecutors, but historically, 
they haven’t had a Kyle Stone as a prosecutor 
either,” he said.

Culbertson and Stone now have formed a 
unique bond. Stone even had Culbertson 
promise to come visit his church after he got 
out, which he did.

“Yeah, I love Kyle,” Culbertson said. “It’s 
like having another big brother.”

Culbertson is now focused on building a 
future for him and his son, Avante, who was 
only two months old when his dad was found 
guilty. Culbertson earned his GED in prison 

and now has a job in an office alongside his 
sister.

“It feels great to actually work a job and get 
some income, so I can take care of myself and 
my son,” he said.

He hopes to earn a college degree in 
computer engineering and get a CDL, so he 
can work as a truck driver. Yet, re-integrating 
back into society hasn’t been easy, and he’ll 
never recover those four formative years of his 
life.

His mother died unexpectedly while he was 
in prison, and it will take time for him to heal 
from the trauma of wrongful incarceration.

“It was kind of hard,” he said. “Everyday 
waking up I’d be dreaming about me being 
with her or me being with my son, and I’d have 
to wake up to steel doors and a mattress that’s 
the size of this chair. That’s how I felt every 
day. I wanted to cry. I want to cry right now, 
thinking about it.”

But Culbertson is now happy to be home and 
to be working with his sister. Despite the fresh 
wounds of a wrongful conviction, he’s looking 
forward to a fresh start.

“I have experienced every emotion in these 
past 30 days,” he said. “Happiness, sad, being 
grateful. My biggest thing is I’m just trying to 
stay humble.”

According to the Ohio Innocence Project at 
the University of Cincinnati College of Law, 
Culbertson is the 38th wrongfully convicted 
Ohioan the legal clinic has helped release. He 
is also the youngest client the group has ever 
worked with.

The Canton Police Department declined to 
comment on the case.

US~Observer Editor’s Note: We’d like to 
commend Stark County Prosecutor Kyle 
Stone for doing what is right and seeking 
justice, not only for Kyle Culbertson but for 
the victim and against the truly guilty. On 
hundreds of occasions in which the 
US~Observer has been involved it has been 
our experience that prosecutors simply seek 
to convict whoever stands in front of them, 
regardless of the evidence that may arise of 
that individual’s innocence. Stone is truly 
one in a million.

jjj

THE EXONERATED

By Lou Kettering
U. Pittsburgh School of Law

(Jurist) - The Hawaii 
Circuit Court of the Third 
Circuit Tuesday exonerated 
Albert “Ian” Schweitzer’s 
2000 conviction for the 
1991 second-degree murder, 
kidnapping and sexual 
assault in the first degree of 
Dana Ireland after newly 
d i s c o v e r e d  e v i d e n c e . 
M o d e r n  D N A t e s t i n g 
showed that  DNA found on 
a bloody t-shirt primarily 
used to convict Schweitzer 
belonged to an unknown 
male.

In 2019, Schweitzer’s 
counsel and Hawaii prosecutors agreed to re-
investigate the case. In the stipulated facts 
presented to the court, the parties agreed that 
modern forensic DNA testing excluded 
Schweitzer as the source of the DNA on the t-
shirt. Additionally, the stipulated facts stated 
that the prosecution used false jailhouse 
informant testimony to build its case, which 
led to Schweitzer’s wrongful conviction.

Lastly, the stipulation states that jailhouse 

informant Michael Ortiz testified that 
Schweitzer confessed to him that he was 

involved in Ireland’s murder. 
These statements lead to 
Schweizer’s indictment and 
later conviction, and Ortiz’s 
sentence was reduced after 
c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  l a w 
enforcement in the case.

The Innocence Project 
assisted in representing 
Schweitzer. In response to 
t h e  d i s m i s s a l ,  o n e  o f 
Schweitzer ’s Innocence 
Project attorneys Susan 
Friedman stated:

A f t e r  2 5  y e a r s  o f 
incarceration for a crime Mr. 
Schweitzer did not commit, 
he is eager to have his name 

cleared and return home to his family. From 
the beginning, the DNA in this case provided 
powerful evidence that these three men are 
innocent. Yet, the state built its case on false 
informant testimony and misapplied forensic 
evidence. We are grateful to the Hawaii 
County Prosecuting Attorney for their 
collaboration during this re-investigation. 
The new scientific evidence is clear — Mr. 
Schweitzer did not commit this crime.     jjj

Hawaii Man Exonerated After 
25 Years in Prison for Murder

Continued on page 7

Aaron Culbertson (right) the day he was released.

Albert “Ian” Schweitzer

Judge Thomas McHill, AG Ellen Rosenblum and Special Prosecutor Simon Whang



v. Randy Gray. The defendant was charged in 
August 2011 for transactions conducted in 
2008 involving one count of racketeering 
involving securities fraud and selling of 
unregistered securities, to wit: an investment 
contract, sixteen counts of selling unregistered 
securities, and sixteen counts of aggravated 
theft (by deception). 

Assistant District Attorneys General Daniel 
Wendel and Simon Whang prosecuted the 
case, and after the State rested their case, the 
judge granted a motion for judgment of 
acquittal on one count of racketeering and 
sixteen counts of selling unregistered 
securities. This changed the entire tenor of the 
case to defending the aggregated theft charges. 
Unfortunately, the jury did not follow the 
court’s instructions and answered ‘yes’ to 
questions about enhancement facts and not the 
elements of the crime. This led to Gray being 
found guilty of sixteen counts of aggravated 
theft by deception in the first degree. 

At the sentencing hearing, the defense 
motioned for a new trial (which was denied) 
based on irregularities in the first trial. The 
defense motioned for a new trial (which was 
denied) based on two jurors submitting letters 
explaining the elements of the crime were not 
met. The defense filed a motion for a stay of 
sentence pending appeal (which was denied) 
but later the conviction would be overturned 
by the Appeals Court. Mr. Gray was 
immediately incarcerated for a 36-month 
sentence with the Oregon Department of 
Corrections. After five demoralizing weeks at 
the Coffee Creek processing center in 
Wilsonville, he was housed at Santiam 
Correctional Institute in Salem, Oregon. Five 
weeks later, his wife gave birth to their seventh 
child.

After two long years, the Office of Public 
Defenders argued an appeal before the Oregon 
Court of Appeals. Meanwhile, two additional 
motions for stay of sentence were filed, 
argued, and denied. In July 2017, three months 
after Mr. Gray had completed his 36-month 
sentence and returned home to his wife and 
seven children, the Oregon Court of Appeals 
reversed and remanded his conviction based 
on the fact that Judge McHill ruled in favor of 
the State’s motion to exclude (exculpatory) 
evidence. The Court of Appeals determined, 
“the defendant’s proffered evidence was 
relevant if it could support any permissible 
inference, however slight, that he lacked the 
intent to defraud or to deprive at the time of the 
theft … we conclude that defendant’s evidence 
was probative of his intent to defraud and that 
the court erred in ruling otherwise” (State v. 
Gray, 286 Or App 799, 401 P.3d 1241 (2017). 
The Court of Appeals decision allowed for the 
State to retry the case but with the evidence 
that after the clients’ loan was in default, Mr. 
Gray serviced the loan for more than two and a 
half years and worked to salvage the project, 
pointing to his state of mind at the time of the 
transaction. 

After two additional years of motions and 
hearings arguing for rights pertaining to 
arraignment, statue of limitations, secret 
indictment, jurisdiction, joinder language, 
amending indictment, and double jeopardy 
based on using evidence from acquitted 
charges, the second trial scheduled for early 
2020 was delayed due to pending decisions 
and eventually the pandemic shutdown. In 
December 2020, defense counsel Mr. James 
Leuenberger passed away suddenly leaving 
Mr. Gray scrambling to secure competent 
legal counsel. 

In April 2021, Mr. Gray retained attorney 
Jason Thompson of Salem, Oregon, who dealt 
with the problematic indictment and acquittal 
of 17 counts in the first trial. Years prior, Judge 
McHill had denied a new trial before Mr. Gray 
was sent to prison because the judge agreed 
with prosecutor Simon Whang that theft by 
deception and securities fraud have the same 
elements. But in a September 22, 2020, ruling, 
Judge McHill said, "the elements of the 
charges concerning securities violations and 
theft are different and depend on evidence 
relevant to those specific charges." 

Next, Judge McHill denied a double 
jeopardy claim, claiming the State would put 

on evidence different than the first trial. Jason 
Thompson also filed a motion to dismiss 
(based on double jeopardy) the 16 counts of 
theft by deception on February 3, 2022, and 
was argued April 7, 2022, but Judge McHill 
denied the motion to dismiss based on double 
jeopardy as well. The inconsistency clearly 
maliciously harmed Mr. Gray. 

In the second trial, prosecutor Wendel used 
v e r b a t i m  t h e  s a m e 
evidence of the first trial by 
reading the trial transcript 
to prove his case in chief in 
the second trial.  McHill 
should have stopped the 
trial after realizing the State 
was not presenting any 
evidence different from the 
first trial. Mr. Wendel had 
mis led  the  cour t  and 
McHill was supporting this 
vial corruption when he 
later denied a motion for 
judgment of acquittal after 
the State rested its case. 
McHill claimed Mr. Gray had a duty to 
disclose that the use of the clients’ funds was 
an element of theft. The duty to disclose is not 
an element of theft, and the duty to disclose 
was abolished when Mr. Gray was acquitted of 
any securities violations in the first trial. 
Clearly the court was using the same evidence 
from the first trial to convict Mr. Gray in a 
second trial violating his double jeopardy 
protections. This strategy was malicious 
because Judge McHill instructed counsel that 
evidence used in the first trial could be 
presented to the jury, but Mr. Gray's defense 
could not include the fact that he had been 
acquitted of those charges. The jury was left in 
the dark as to why Mr. Gray was violating 
securities laws and not putting on a defense to 
the contrary. 

The jury was dismissed after acquitting Mr. 
Gray, and surprisingly jury members came 
forward and contacted Mr. Gray after they 
learned about the acquittal of the securities 
charges. They were appalled to find out this 
information was intentionally withheld from 
them. The State was pulling the same stunts in 
the second trial that had caused the Appeals 
Court to reverse the first conviction. 

Judge McHill and prosecutor Wendel did not 
have any respect for the Appeals Court ruling. 
They only wanted to win at any cost by 
withholding evidence with the hope that the 
jury would convict Mr. Gray a second time. 
The irony is that the State's theory was Mr. 
Gray omitted facts as the basis for the crime of 
theft by deception, when omitting facts was 
the State’s only way of proving their case.  

Jason Thompson also had to deal with the 
problematic two second amended indictments 
that the judge himself filed on July 30, 2020, 
and September 23, 2020, and denied Mr. Gray 
from being arraigned, so Gray's attorney was 
unable to effectively represent him. No judge 
has the authority to file amended indictments, 
only District Attorneys! After realizing Jason 
Thompson had exposed their corruption 
during the April 7, 2022 hearing, later that day 
Prosecutor Wendel filed a third amended 
indictment, removing the courts original filing 
date and signature dated August 25, 2011 at 
3:34 pm, removing the original bar code label 
on the first page of the indictment, striking out 
$50,000 in counts 2 through 17, adding 
$10,000 below each $50,000 stricken in 
counts 2 through 17 and inserting language 
from Oregon Revised Statutes 132.650 on 
page 17 line 12 in a manner nobody would see 
without extreme scrutiny. 

Judge McHill authorized filing the third 
amended indictment because the changes were 
“scriveners errors”. Jason Thompson filed an 
eighth demurrer on April 13, 2022, realizing 
the indictment was filed almost 11 years past 
the statue of limitations. Judge McHill 
claimed the third amended indictment was not 
a new filing, when in fact it had been filed by 
Prosecutor Wendel on April 7, 2022, as the 
grounds to deny the demurrer in his opinion 
letter dated August 23, 2022. If the demurrer 
had been granted the case would have been 
dismissed saving the State of Oregon and Mr. 

Gray money, time, and stress. 
With all legal arguments exhausted and 

denied, the second trial (called a ‘continuation 
of the first trial’ by the prosecution and judge 
even though the first trial was properly 
concluded and appealed) was scheduled to 
begin October 24, 2022.

With a new jury impaneled, the State began 
opening arguments by challenging the jury to 

“find the lie”. The State retried the first case 
nearly verbatim, trying to exclude any 
indications that this case had been previously 
tried, argued, decided, and acquitted. In the 
process of defense cross-examinations, 
however,  a t to rney  Jason  Thompson 
successfully countered the State’s fictional 
tale − that Mr. Gray intended to dupe elderly 
people out of their retirement money − by 
weaving an alternative theory that Mr. Gray 
was in fact carrying out the clients’ wishes and 
providing an opportunity to avoid the huge 
stock market losses of 2008. 

The State’s expert witness Jason Ambers 
from the Division of Financial Regulation 
shocked the jury by testifying that ‘all notes 
are securities’, implying that every citizen 
could be potentially guilty of dealing with 
unregistered securities in their everyday 
transactions. Jason Thompson was able to use 
reports and recordings given in discovery from 
the prosecutor that forced lead investigator, 
Ruth Johnson to admit under oath, she misled, 
misrepresented, and even withheld telling the 
victims the information she wrote in her 
reports that their land was worth as much as 
$3,000,000. Without this information, the 
lenders foreclosed on the $3.3 million dollar 
loan and sold the loan collateral for less than 
$300,000. Five years later the land sold for 
over $10 million dollars. 

Upon the foreclosure being finalized April 
12, 2013, (interestingly also executed by 
Judge McHill), the Judge should have never 
allowed a first trial to be scheduled for June 3, 
2013, because the finalized foreclosure 
judgment determined the transaction was a 
mortgage loan. Jason Ambers the State's 
expert witness testified during the first trial 
that mortgages are exempt as securities, and he 
did not have jurisdiction to prosecute under 
securities law. In the second trial, Jason 
Ambers changed his testimony and further 
misled the jury by stating all mortgages (notes) 
are securities, indicating the State had 
jurisdiction to prosecute.

The State relied heavily on the requirements 
of disclosure relating to someone dealing with 
securities transactions when in fact, the judge 
had determined in the first trial that the loans 
were not securities transactions. The jury 
heard far too much about disclosures and 
fiduciary responsibility that had no relevance 
to the elements of aggravated theft (by 
deception). Fortunately, during the day of 
deliberations, the jury carefully examined all 
the evidence, considered all the testimony, and 
determined that Mr. Gray had no intent to 
defraud or deprive the clients of their money, 
and they found him NOT GUILTY. The jury 
found the lie, and it was NOT from Mr. Gray. 

Mr. Gray  was found not guilty on all 16 theft 
counts November 8, 2022, and then received 
the judgment of acquittal on all 33 counts 
November 30, 2022. 

Jason Thompson filed a motion November 9, 
2022, demanding the $10,000 bail money 
posted in 2011 be returned. It appears the 
motion was denied, and Judge McHill closed 
the file December 1, 2022. Mr. Gray received a 

letter five days later demanding he owes the 
State $2,983,092.62 due in 60 days or it may 
be referred to collections without further court 
action. Jason Thompson filed a motion for 
immediate return of restitution in the amount 
of $154,508.52 on December 9, 2022. Judge 
McHill granted the motion to return the 
restitution by signing an order dated January 3, 
2023. The order was sent to the Business and 

Fiscal Service Division 
(BFSD) in Salem. David 
Moon, an employee of 
BFSD, has refused to issue 
payment to Mr. Gray. 
Jason Thompson spoke 
with David Moon on 
January 30, 2023, and 
suggested a contempt of 
court motion would be 
filed if payment is not 
made. 

The demand letter was 
sent to Mr. Gray from 
B F S D  b e c a u s e  L i n n 
County  Cour t  House 

notified them Mr. Gray owed restitution from 
his 2014 conviction. Linn County Court 
House posted $2,782,225.77 as restitution on 
November 6, 2014, based on a judgment from 
the first trial. Linn County Court House posted 
another $337,505.91 of restitution on May 5, 
2015. The restitution posted in May is based 
on three other alleged victims that were not 
included in Mr. Gray’s 16 theft counts. 

Linn County Court House has put judgments 
on Mr. Gray that have no lawful authority. Mr. 
Gray has contacted James Belshe, Trial Court 
Administrator for Linn County, and he ignored 
responding to Mr. Gray’s emails and phone 
messages. Mr. Gray finally spoke with James 
Belshe on February 2, 2023. James Belshe said 
he did not know who put the restitution 
amounts in the file. James Belshe said he was 
not going to make any changes to the account 
until he received a green light from BFSD. 

Mr. Gray then asked why the restitution was 
not removed in 2018 when the appeals court 
reversed the judgment. James Belshe said Mr. 
Gray’s case was l inked to the other 
codefendants who were on appeal so they 
couldn’t do anything in 2018 regarding the 
Appeal Court’s order. The problem with that 
statement is the codefendants are not on appeal 
and have already served out their sentences. 

The Linn County Court House is making 
things more difficult for Mr. Gray by refusing 
to remove the judgment from his account and 
returning his $154,508. Mr. Gray cannot have 
his record expunged until the Linn County 
Court House removes the judgment showing 
he owes over $3,000,000 which means Mr. 
Gray continues to be harmed. Mr. Gray cannot 
own a gun, get a loan or interview for work for 
example, until his record is expunged. They 
keep telling Mr. Gray they are reviewing the 
information and will fix it if it is wrong. Mr. 
Gray might pass away by the time they get 
things figured out! This is another example of 
how the State of Oregon bullies people who 
stand up against them and expose their 
corruption, lies and willful intent to retaliate 
and harm innocent people.

At this juncture, Mr. Gray is seeking relief 
under Oregon’s new Senate bill 1584 which 
compensates wrongfully incarcerated persons, 
and he intends to continue restoring what the 
c l i en t s  l o s t  when  t he  ove rzea lous , 
overreaching State investigators and 
prosecutors interfered and mischaracterized 
Mr. Gray and his clients’ legal business 
contract.

Editor’s Note: Randy Gray should file a 
civil rights lawsuit immediately and hold all 
of the corrupted individuals who have 
harmed him and his family accountable. The 
US~Observer greatly commends Mr. Gray’s 
second jury for listening closely in court and 
for realizing the state and their witnesses 
were lying. 

Anyone with information on any of the 
players involved in this case can contact the 
US~Observer at 541-474-7885 or by email to 
editor@usobserver.com.

jjj
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Are You Facing False Criminal Charges or Civil Complaints?
PUBLIC SERVICE 

ANNOUNCEMENT

Narconon reminds friends and family that you should have a 
solid plan when you leave treatment. This is super important 
and it gives the recovering person the best possible chance at 
remaining clean. There must be a plan in place that the 
recovering person can follow without getting discouraged. A 
person without a plan that has too much time on their hands is 
a recipe for disaster, and will eventually relapse. Filling that 
time with a structured environment and following their plan 
will greatly increase a person’s chances of  being successful.

To learn more about having a plan after treatment go to:

Many of the exonerees reported on herein would have never even been convicted in the 
first place had they utilized the services of the US~Observer.

When hired, the US~Observer works for your vindication. What does that mean? Simply, if you have been wrongfully charged with 
crimes or have been maliciously attacked civilly, the US~Observer will investigate your case to achieve the evidence that will be used 
to prove your innocence, or determine your lack of liability. With that evidence in hand, we ensure everyone who needs to see it does. 

The power of public opinion is what will ultimately vindicate you, and that is what we utilize by promoting your case through our 
nationally distributed newspaper and our network of on-line affiliates. Not only does this make the facts of your case public knowledge, 

something attorneys are barred from doing, it puts an amazing amount of public pressure on those in political positions. 

The fact is, attorneys alone rarely win tough cases. In many instances, the odds are so stacked against them the only recourse they have is 
to suggest a plea deal. It’s not all their fault either! The system allows for the prosecution to publicize your case. The local paper runs your 

picture and soon, your neighbors think you are guilty. The US~Observer combats this one-sided assault and gives you the only real chance you have 
at vindication.

If you are in trouble, don’t roll the dice with an attorney alone. Let the US~Observer work for you. 

And just in case you are wondering, there are many instances where our clients never even needed to hire an attorney in the first place. Contact us for references. 

https://www.narconon-suncoast.org/blog/the-importance-of-supportive-friendships-in-recovery.html

ADDICTION SCREENINGS

Narconon can help you take steps to overcome addiction in your family. 

Call today for a no-cost screening or referral: 1-877-841-5509

Continued from page 1 • Simonson Trial Tentatively Set ...
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Continued from page 1 • New Jury Trial Produces Justice, Acquittal Continued from page 1 • DHS Stonewalls Loving Grandmother ...
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Man Exonerated Thanks to Help of Prosecutor
By Micaela Marshall

(Spectrum News1) CANTON, OH — 
Aaron Culbertson is a free man with a 
cleared name, four years after he was 
arrested for aggravated robbery at 16 years 
old.

Culbertson, 21, returned home to Canton 
after spending his late teens in prison for 
aggravated robbery, a crime he did not 
commit. His release resulted from an 
unlikely alliance between the Ohio 
Innocence Project and a Stark County 
prosecutor.

“I feel like special, like, it makes me feel, 
like, like one in a million for real because 
this doesn’t… this doesn’t really happen, 
especially not in Ohio,” Culbertson said.

Culbertson was released in December, 
halfway into his eight-year sentence. He 
had an emotional reunion with his sister, 
Val Ryan.

“’Cause I didn’t even get to visit him for 
the four years,” she said. “So, I haven’t 
seen him other than video visits.”

Culbertson always maintained his 
innocence, even during initial police 
interviews.

“I’m 110% sure that I don’t have a gun,” 
he said at the time. “I didn’t rob nobody, 
and this isn’t me.”

Culbertson might not have gotten his 
freedom now without Stark County 
Prosecutor Kyle Stone, who immediately 
realized it was a case of misidentification that 
caused an innocent teenager to be tried as an 
adult and convicted as a violent offender.

“For me, I can clearly see this is the wrong 
individual,” Stone said. “How did this 
happen?”

C u l b e r t s o n ’s  c o n v i c t i o n  a n d  n o w 
exoneration hinged on a surveillance video. 
The video was taken outside Harmon’s Pub in 
Canton around the time of the crime in Feb. 
2018. Two suspects rushed a woman near her 
car, held up a gun and demanded her purse.

“And they had dark hoodies on and black 
leather gloves, and their hoodies were almost 
covering their face,” the victim told police in 
an interview. “I did get to see somewhat of the 
one face. The guy with the gun.”

Prior to the robbery, Culbertson had just run 
away from home, and his photo was 
distributed to the police. Documents showed 
an officer saw the runaway photo and 
remarked that it resembled one suspect in 
surveillance video related to the aggravated 
robbery case.

According to the police, people who knew 
Culbertson told them it might have been him in 
the black hoodie. In a police interview with 
Culbertson, an officer told him no one who 
knows him well said that it “wasn’t” him, but 
rather, quickly looked at the photo and 
identified him.

Investigators had no DNA or fingerprint 
evidence tying Culbertson to the crime, and 
the stolen items were recovered and returned 
to the victim within hours, but a combination 
of the surveillance video and victim 
identification during trial were enough for a 
jury to find Culbertson guilty and to sentence 
him to eight years in prison.

The other suspect in the surveillance video 
was not identified or charged during the 
investigation.

“I blamed everybody, like, I was just mad at 
the world,” Ryan said. “I think I was more 
angry because, like, you’re putting my baby in 
prison. Not in juvenile. But prison.”

The Ohio Innocence Project began looking 
into Culbertson’s case in 2021 and presented 
evidence to Stone last year.

Stone was elected as Stark County 
prosecutor in 2020, after working for three 
years as a criminal defense attorney. He is the 
first African American man to be elected a 
county prosecutor in the state of Ohio. 
Stephanie Tubbs-Jones is the only other 
African American prosecutor in the state’s 
history.

“It’s proven to be beneficial to the 
administration of justice,” he said. “Being able 
to have a perspective and a certain experience, 
life cultural experience, that has never been 
seen in this position.”

Stone became instrumental for Culbertson’s 
release after he looked at images from the 
surveillance video that led to Culbertson’s 
conviction. Upon seeing them, he said he 
i m m e d i a t e l y  k n e w  C u l b e r t s o n  w a s 
misidentified.

“As an African American male, knowing that 
B l a c k  f o l k s  c a n  c o m e  i n  d i f f e r e n t 
complexions, and I immediately saw the 
difference in complexion between the two 
individuals, and I just knew something was 
wrong,” he said. “Something was off.”

Stone said Culbertson and the suspect in the 
video didn’t have the same mouth, nose, chin 
or forehead, and he immediately knew they 
had the wrong individual behind bars.

Prosecutors, he said, should push for what’s 
right, even if it means admitting a mistake had 
been made.

“If I’ve been given information that says an 
individual is innocent or that we got it wrong, 
who cares if our pride is hurt?” he said. “Who 
cares if it might cause a little bit of 
embarrassment to the office? It is what it is. We 
have a responsibility, an ethical responsibility, 
that we’re just as active trying to get them out 
of jail or prison like we would when we try to 
put them there because they’ve committed 
crimes.”

Brian Howe, with the Ohio Innocence 
Project and professor of clinical law, said there 
was no lineup for the victim to identify the 
suspect in Culbertson’s case.

“There was no request to identify anyone,” 
he said. “The first time that the victim saw 
anyone, was asked to pick out anyone in 
association with this crime, was at the bind 
over hearing while Aaron was sitting at the 
defense table. So that’s sort of a textbook, 
unconstitutionally suggestive identification 
procedure. It should not have happened here.”

Thanks to the Ohio Innocence Project and 
the Stark County Prosecutor’s Office, the two 
men in the surveillance video were identified 
as Lakim Woody and Alonzo Stinson, Jr., who 
are currently in prison for unrelated crimes. 
They admitted to investigators at the 
prosecutor’s office that they were in the video.

The names of the alternate suspects came to 
light after the Ohio Innocence Project law 
students scoured social media and followed 

leads Culbertson brought up during the 
time of his arrest, documented in police 
interviews.

“That is not me,” Culbertson said in one 
interview. “I know who that is. I know 
who really that is.”

When pressed for a name, Culbertson 
said, “That is some boy named, it’s either 
Kimble or Kimmy or something from 
McKinley, but that’s all I know about 
him.”

Woody and Stinson only admitted to 
being in the surveillance video, not to the 
aggravated robbery. Stone does not intend 
to re-try the original case.

“I was more concerned with them being 
honest to identify themselves to get Aaron 
out, rather than try to trip them up to admit 
to them doing the crime and risk them not 
wanting to talk,” Stone said.

Howe said this case is an example of the 
flaws in the criminal justice system and 
the bias that comes with eyewitness cross-
racial identification.

“We especially need the kinds of 
procedures that are going to make sure that 
we’re not getting it wrong,” he said. “This 
is the kind of situation where it’s 
especially important to have, you know, a 
double-blind lineup procedure. That’s the 
kind that’s called for by Ohio law, the kind 
that did not happen in this case.”

Stone acknowledged it is highly unusual 
for a prosecutor to team up with the Ohio 

Innocence Project and push for an inmate’s 
acquittal, but Stone said the state is the one that 
did this, so it’s also their responsibility to fix it.

“I understand historically that hasn’t 
happened with prosecutors, but historically, 
they haven’t had a Kyle Stone as a prosecutor 
either,” he said.

Culbertson and Stone now have formed a 
unique bond. Stone even had Culbertson 
promise to come visit his church after he got 
out, which he did.

“Yeah, I love Kyle,” Culbertson said. “It’s 
like having another big brother.”

Culbertson is now focused on building a 
future for him and his son, Avante, who was 
only two months old when his dad was found 
guilty. Culbertson earned his GED in prison 

and now has a job in an office alongside his 
sister.

“It feels great to actually work a job and get 
some income, so I can take care of myself and 
my son,” he said.

He hopes to earn a college degree in 
computer engineering and get a CDL, so he 
can work as a truck driver. Yet, re-integrating 
back into society hasn’t been easy, and he’ll 
never recover those four formative years of his 
life.

His mother died unexpectedly while he was 
in prison, and it will take time for him to heal 
from the trauma of wrongful incarceration.

“It was kind of hard,” he said. “Everyday 
waking up I’d be dreaming about me being 
with her or me being with my son, and I’d have 
to wake up to steel doors and a mattress that’s 
the size of this chair. That’s how I felt every 
day. I wanted to cry. I want to cry right now, 
thinking about it.”

But Culbertson is now happy to be home and 
to be working with his sister. Despite the fresh 
wounds of a wrongful conviction, he’s looking 
forward to a fresh start.

“I have experienced every emotion in these 
past 30 days,” he said. “Happiness, sad, being 
grateful. My biggest thing is I’m just trying to 
stay humble.”

According to the Ohio Innocence Project at 
the University of Cincinnati College of Law, 
Culbertson is the 38th wrongfully convicted 
Ohioan the legal clinic has helped release. He 
is also the youngest client the group has ever 
worked with.

The Canton Police Department declined to 
comment on the case.

US~Observer Editor’s Note: We’d like to 
commend Stark County Prosecutor Kyle 
Stone for doing what is right and seeking 
justice, not only for Kyle Culbertson but for 
the victim and against the truly guilty. On 
hundreds of occasions in which the 
US~Observer has been involved it has been 
our experience that prosecutors simply seek 
to convict whoever stands in front of them, 
regardless of the evidence that may arise of 
that individual’s innocence. Stone is truly 
one in a million.

jjj

THE EXONERATED

By Lou Kettering
U. Pittsburgh School of Law

(Jurist) - The Hawaii 
Circuit Court of the Third 
Circuit Tuesday exonerated 
Albert “Ian” Schweitzer’s 
2000 conviction for the 
1991 second-degree murder, 
kidnapping and sexual 
assault in the first degree of 
Dana Ireland after newly 
d i s c o v e r e d  e v i d e n c e . 
M o d e r n  D N A t e s t i n g 
showed that  DNA found on 
a bloody t-shirt primarily 
used to convict Schweitzer 
belonged to an unknown 
male.

In 2019, Schweitzer’s 
counsel and Hawaii prosecutors agreed to re-
investigate the case. In the stipulated facts 
presented to the court, the parties agreed that 
modern forensic DNA testing excluded 
Schweitzer as the source of the DNA on the t-
shirt. Additionally, the stipulated facts stated 
that the prosecution used false jailhouse 
informant testimony to build its case, which 
led to Schweitzer’s wrongful conviction.

Lastly, the stipulation states that jailhouse 

informant Michael Ortiz testified that 
Schweitzer confessed to him that he was 

involved in Ireland’s murder. 
These statements lead to 
Schweizer’s indictment and 
later conviction, and Ortiz’s 
sentence was reduced after 
c o o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  l a w 
enforcement in the case.

The Innocence Project 
assisted in representing 
Schweitzer. In response to 
t h e  d i s m i s s a l ,  o n e  o f 
Schweitzer ’s Innocence 
Project attorneys Susan 
Friedman stated:

A f t e r  2 5  y e a r s  o f 
incarceration for a crime Mr. 
Schweitzer did not commit, 
he is eager to have his name 

cleared and return home to his family. From 
the beginning, the DNA in this case provided 
powerful evidence that these three men are 
innocent. Yet, the state built its case on false 
informant testimony and misapplied forensic 
evidence. We are grateful to the Hawaii 
County Prosecuting Attorney for their 
collaboration during this re-investigation. 
The new scientific evidence is clear — Mr. 
Schweitzer did not commit this crime.     jjj

Hawaii Man Exonerated After 
25 Years in Prison for Murder

Continued on page 7

Aaron Culbertson (right) the day he was released.

Albert “Ian” Schweitzer

Judge Thomas McHill, AG Ellen Rosenblum and Special Prosecutor Simon Whang



By Amanda Michelle Gomez

(DCist/WAMU) - The former vice 
chair of D.C. Police Union, Medgar 
Webster Sr., was arrested recently for 
allegedly defrauding the D.C. 
government by working a second job 
at Whole Foods Market while 
repor t ing  as  on  duty  for  the 
Metropolitan Police Department.

Webster is charged with first degree 
felony fraud. If convicted, he faces steep fines or 
imprisonment of up to 10 years. A police department 
spokesperson tells DCist/WAMU that Webster is on 
administrative leave and has been proposed for indefinite 
suspension.

Washington City Paper first reported the news.
MPD paid Webster $33,845, including overtime and 

holiday pay, for hours he was simultaneously on the clock 
at Whole Foods, according to an arrest affidavit. Webster 
allegedly worked at two locations for the grocery chain 
between January 2021 and April 2022, and earned 
$45,946 at one of those stores along H Street Southeast.

D.C.’s officers are able to seek outside employment, 
according to police regulation, as long as it is authorized 
and does not “conflict or interfere” with department 
rules. But the affidavit says MPD never authorized 

Webster to work at Whole Foods. In addition, 
Webster allegedly worked 485 hours at 
Whole Foods at the same time he reported 
being on police duty, and nearly half of those 
hours were overtime so the department paid 
him additional funds.

Webster earned an hourly rate of $53.11 as 
an officer, which was adjusted to $79.67 for 
overtime work, per the affidavit.

The police spokesperson says agents 
discovered Webster was allegedly working a 

second job while on the clock at MPD during an 
“unrelated [Internal Affairs Division] investigation.”

Webster was being investigated for engaging in an 
“unwanted sexual contact” with an individual at the 
Whole Foods on H Street SE, DCist/WAMU reported in 
April 2022, or the place of his second employment. The 
police spokesperson declined to comment further on the 
investigation into sexual abuse, but Webster was 
reportedly not able to exercise police powers 
subsequently.

Police Union Chair Greggory Pemberton tells 
DCist/WAMU that Webster resigned from his position as 
vice chair almost a year ago to pursue retirement. He 
declined to comment further. Webster’s lawyer did not 
immediately respond to request for comment. A 
preliminary hearing is upcoming.                              jjj

By Daniel Borunda

(El Paso Times) - EL PASO, TX 
– A Texas police officer was 
arrested this week after being 
indicted on 27 counts of indecency 
with a child and aggravated sexual 
assault of a child over a period of at 
least three years, jail records 
showed.

Officer Eric Bernardino Ramirez 
was arrested on Monday following 
a multicount indictment handed up 
on Dec. 21, police officials said.

The repeated child molestation 
allegedly began before Ramirez 
j o i n e d  t h e  E l  P a s o  P o l i c e 
Department six years ago.

OFFICER RELIEVED OF DUTY, 
RELEASED ON BOND

Ramirez has been relieved of duty pending an internal 

investigation, officials said.
Ramirez faces one count of continuous 

sexual abuse of a child under the age of 14 
as far back as 2014. He also was charged 
with 11 counts of indecency with a child 
and 15 counts of aggravated sexual assault 
of a child, according to El Paso County Jail 
records.

The alleged child indecency and sexual 
assaults occurred from 2014 to 2016, 
according to jail records. The connection, 
if any, between the child and Ramirez has 
not been disclosed.

A jail log shows that Ramirez was 
booked into El Paso jail on Monday and 
released that same day on bond.

Resources for victims of sexual assault 
or violence: You can call the National 

Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-4673, available for 
free 24/7. You can also visit RAINN.org to chat with 
support specialists.

jjj
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US~OBSERVER NOTE ON FALSE CHARGES:
False prosecutions are getting some well needed mainstream attention these days. Over the past 30 

years, the US~Observer had been the lone voice exposing this rampant issue. Our successful 
vindications are the dismissal or acquittal of more than 5,000 charges. We have also resolved many 
civil issues. These are achievements no other group, lawyer or agency can claim. 

In many cases, our clients haven’t needed the use of expensive attorneys, as our investigations and 
publication are used to expose the truth to the world. It is this exposure that this, otherwise beyond 
reproach, system fears, and it works well.

We hope that every innocent victim of a false prosecution finds justice, and if you are facing false 
charges, please contact us.
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Texas Police Officer Arrested, Charged with 
27 Counts of Child Sexual Assault, Indecency

(Courthouse News) El Paso, TX 
— A Texas appeals court upheld the 
dismissal of a man’s reindictment 
for capital murder on the grounds 
of “prosecutorial vindictiveness.” 
Prosecutors failed to prepare its 
case in a timely manner, promptly 
turn over evidence to the defense, 
did not locate “key witnesses” nor 

do “any forensic testing” until mere 
weeks before the tr ial .  The 
reindictment was retaliation for the 
defendant’s decision to exercise his 
right to go to trial; a concurring 
judge says prosecutors “robbed the 
community” from finding the truth 
in this case.

jjj

IRS Plans To Raid 
Workers’ Tip Jars

A coming crackdown on $1.6 billion in unreported tips 
will continue the IRS' long and ugly history of 

targeting low-income Americans.Maryland Considering Bill 
That Would Allow The Vaccination 
of Kids Without Parent’s Consent

( Z e r o H e d g e )  - 
Coming out of Covid it is 
clearer than ever that 
education in the country 
isn't what it once was. 
Now it's starting to show 
up in the numbers. 

Almost half of all all 
public school students in 
the US that entered the 
2022-2023 academic 
year are lagging behind, 
according to a new report from 
Bloomberg, citing data from the 
Department of Education. 

4 9 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  " a r e 
performing below grade level in 
at least one academic subject", 
according to a new report from 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r 
Education Statistics School 
Pulse Panel. This number has 
rocketed higher from its 36% 
average prior to the pandemic.

1 , 0 2 6  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s 
participated in the survey. 

James Fogarty, executive 
director of advocacy group A+ 
Schools ,  to ld  Bloomberg: 
“There are ripple effects that 
happen that we don’t always 
think of. What do you do if 
you’re the teacher and you have 
12 or 20 different kids in your 
class who’ve been out for the big 
chunks of time? How do you 
then readjust your curriculum?” 

National Center for Education 
Statistics Commissioner Peggy 
G. Carr added in a press release: 
“Many students were behind 

grade level at the start of the 
current academic year, including 
in core academic subjects like 
English and mathematics.” 

She continued: “These data 
suggest that academic recovery 
will take time.”

Among all subjects, English 
and Math were the two where 
students were behind by one 
grade level or more, the report 
says. Of the schools that reported 
students behind, 99% of them 
included English and Math. 
Science and social studies were 
included at 80% and 69% of 
schools, respectively.  

Mark Schneider, director of the 
Institute of Education Sciences, 
concluded: “The School Pulse 
Panel is an innovative and 
valuable tool in understanding 
how the pandemic has affected 
the condition of education. 
NCES and IES are committed to 
collecting high quality data to 
inform education policy and 
improve practices in support of 
learning recovery.”              jjj

Almost Half of Public School 
Students are Performing “Below 

Grade Level” in at Least
One Subject

WHAT THE?!

Cop accused of stalking, harassing ex-girlfriend
By Jenna Calderón

(Asbury Park Press)  Sea 
Bright, NJ - A Sea Bright police 
officer was arrested and charged 
with a series of crimes he allegedly 
committed against an ex-girlfriend, 
inc lud ing  s t a lk ing ,  mak ing 
terroristic threats and cyber 
harassment, Monmouth County 
Prosecutor Raymond S. Santiago 
said Friday.

Erich A. Bennett, 46, of Sea 
Bright is charged with second-
d e g r e e  p a t t e r n  o f  o f f i c i a l 
misconduct, two counts of second-
degree official misconduct, two 
counts of third-degree computer 
thef t ,  th i rd-degree  cr iminal 
mischief, third-degree making 
terroristic threats, fourth-degree 
cyber harassment, fourth-degree 
hindering apprehension, fourth-
degree identity theft and fourth-
degree stalking, according to the 
announcement.

An investigation revealed that 
Bennett and the victim, an adult 
woman, were in a brief relationship 
that the victim ended late last 
November, Santiago said. On Dec. 
5, Bennett showed up unannounced 
to the woman's residence and 
threatened her with physical harm, 
prompting her to block him from 
contacting her electronically and to 
install security cameras outside her 
home, according to the release.

On Jan. 8, the victim started to 
receive harassing and threatening 
messages on social media from an 

online persona, Santiago said, 
which the investigation connected 
to Bennett.

The next weekend, as she was 
leaving her home, she noticed all of 
her car tires had been slashed, the 
news release said. Then, over the 
course of the weekend, she saw that 
her car had been keyed, a flagpole 
was torn off the front of her house 
and her Ring doorbell camera and 
two other security cameras had 
been removed.

The investigation placed Bennett 
in the area of the victim’s residence 
at the suspected time of the 
incidents, Santiago said.

The investigation also found that 
f rom October  2022 through 
January  2023 ,  Benne t t  had 
a c c e s s e d  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t 
da tabases  on  more  than  30 
occasions for non-law-enforcement 
purposes, said Santiago. Bennett 
had specifically been accessing 
personal identifying information of 
the victim and other people she 
knew.

Bennett was arrested without 
incident on Jan. 25, and is in the 
Monmouth County jail pending a 
detention hearing, scheduled to 
take place on Feb. 6 in Monmouth 
County Superior Court, according 
t o  t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e .  T h e 
Prosecutor’s Office has filed a 
motion to keep him detained 
pending the resolution of the 
criminal case against him.

“We acknowledge that when 
incidents such as this occur, the 

trust bestowed to us by our 
residents and governing body may 
be called into question," Sea Bright 
Police Chief Brett M. Friedman 
said. "But know that the Sea Bright 
Police Department is dedicated to 
providing the highest level of 
service to all we are called to 
serve.”

Bennett is currently suspended 
without pay from his job as a Sea 
Bright police officer, said Santiago.

“The facts of this case highlight a 
pattern of disturbing behavior,” 
Santiago said. “When a law-
enforcement officer so egregiously 
harms a member of the very public 
they are sworn to protect and serve, 
it necessitates a swift and diligent 
investigation and apprehension.”  

The Prosecutor's Office is asking 
anyone who has information 
about Bennett’s activities to 
contact MCPO Detective Ryan 
Mahony at 800-533-7443.

jjj

By Hannah Mose

(WNEM) – Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson 
announced the arrest of a former police officer on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1.

Todd Barraco, 44, was arrested 
on Wednesday for possession of 
child sexually abusive material 
Swanson said, adding that they 
found over 230,000 images and 
over  9,000 videos of  chi ld 
pornography on Barraco’s phone.

Swanson said it took months for 
them to download those pictures 
and videos of boys between the 
ages of 3 and 12 being sexually 
abused by adults from the phone.

“We worked with Prosecutor 
Layton to get a search warrant to 
download the phone. He didn’t 
give us consent. We’re able to use 
that search warrant to get those images. Take the 
investigation over to the prosecutor’s office who just 
wrote a 22 count felony warrant,” he said.

Barraco was initially arrested on March 17, 2022 during 

a GHOST operation when he went to a house in Goodrich 
with the intent of having sexual relations with a minor, 
according to Swanson.

Barraco is a former police officer of Vassar, Oxford, and 
Bayville. He also was a probation officer in 
Lapeer.

Swanson said  GHOST has  been 
investigating the case since the initial 
arrest.

“Being a police officer doesn’t excuse 
you from being criminally liable,” 
Swanson said.

Swanson said GHOST is going to make 
sure Barraco is held accountable.

“We’re gonna ask the judges to make 
sure that that he does not get out. We’re 
making sure that he’s held accountable that 
the courts do their job but a prosecutor did 
his job,” he said.

Barraco has been charged with a 22-
count felony warrant. The charges include 

possession of child sexually abusive material, a seven-
year felony, and using a computer to commit a crime, a 
four-year felony.

jjj

Former Police Officer Arrested for Child Porn

By Liz Wolfe 

(Reason) - Recently, Syracuse 
University's Transactional Records 
Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) 
released data provided to it by the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on 
audits performed by the agency in 
fiscal year 2022. Despite the 
infusion of new funding earmarked 
for the IRS via last year's Inflation 
R e d u c t i o n  A c t ,  t h e  a g e n c y 
continued historic trends of 
hassling primarily low-income 
taxpayers, with relatively few 
millionaires and billionaires getting 
caught up in the audit sweep.

" T h e  t a x p a y e r  c l a s s  w i t h 
unbelievably high audit rates—five 
and a half times virtually everyone 
else—were low-income wage-
earners taking the earned income 
tax credit," reported TRAC, noting 
that the poorest taxpayers are "easy 
marks  i n  an  e r a  when  IRS 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l i e s  u p o n 
correspondence audits yet doesn't 
have the resources to assist 
t a x p a y e r s  o r  a n s w e r  t h e i r 
questions."

In fact, "if one ignores the fiction 
of auditing a millionaire through 
simply sending a letter through the 

mail, the odds that millionaires 
received a regular audit by a 
revenue agent (1.1%) was actually 
less than the audit rate of the 
targeted lowest income wage-
earners whose audit rate was 1.27 
percent!"

The Inflation Reduction Act, 
passed in August 2022, directed 
$80 billion worth of new funding 
over the next decade to the IRS so it 
could hire 87,000 new workers, 
purportedly to  bet ter  target 
m i l l i ona i r e  and  b i l l i ona i r e 
s c o f f l a w s .  T h e  B i d e n 
administration and credulous 
journalists claimed that this would 
in no way increase audits for those 
m a k i n g  u n d e r  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 
annually—suspect assurances not 
provided within the text of the 
actual bill. This increased capacity 
meant only those at the top would 
be targeted, supporters insisted. But 
th i s  ignores  how the  IRS ' s 
i n c e n t i v e s  w o r k  a n d  h o w 
agencywide reform might be too 
heavy of a lift.

Correspondence audits—which 
are conducted via mail, and are the 
t ype  f r equen t ly  u sed  when 
interacting with the poorest of 
taxpayers—are much easier and 
cheaper to conduct than other types 
of audits. Plus, the earned income 
tax credit is easy to get wrong. The 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that new hires with 
experience in the field will take 
almost three years of ramp-up time, 
with more junior new hires taking 
longer. The lag time between 2022's 
i n f u s i o n  o f  f u n d i n g ,  a n d 
legitimately increased capacity, 
will be enormous—if the agency 
can even snag the best in the 

industry when TurboTax and H&R 
Block will surely be swelling their 
own ranks. It makes sense that, 
given a dearth of experienced 
auditors not likely to be fixed soon, 
the agency would rely on the easiest 
and least time-consuming types of 
audits.

But be suspicious of the idea that 
an infusion of cash will solve 
longstanding problems within the 
IRS. This is, after all, the agency 
that sent $1.1 billion in child 
welfare payments to the wrong 
people over the course of merely 
five months during the pandemic. 
It's the agency that was hacked back 
in 2015, resulting in the personal 
information of more than 700,000 
taxpayers being compromised. It's 
the agency that has been foolishly 
going after Americans who hold 
$10,000 or more in a foreign bank 
since 2010, never mind the fact that 
many of them are middle-class 
expats, not folks with yachts in the 
Mediterranean. And it's the (leaky) 
agency that enabled the richest 
Americans' intimate financial 
information to be thumbed through 
by ProPublica readers. It will take 
more than a little cash to fix all this, 
and, as the IRS's competence and 
tenacity increase, so too will the 
tenacity of the vast infrastructure of 
accountants and lawyers hired by 
the rich to creatively minimize their 
tax burdens.

Though some libertarians may 
argue such an agency ought not to 
exist in the first place and cheer its 
relative ineptitude at going after the 
well-to-do, it's decidedly absurd 
that the agency taxpayers just fed 
$80 billion to has, for another year, 
continued its assault on the poor.   j

In 2022, the IRS Went After 
the Very Poorest Taxpayers

Despi te  $80 bi l l ion in new 

funding, the agency is living up to 

its reputation of hassling low-

income taxpayers over rich people.

Former Police Union Vice Chair Arrested for Fraud, 
Working at Whole Foods While on Clock

(ZeroHedge) - The State of 
Maryland has introduced a bill 
for consideration (Senate Bill 
378) that would allow healthcare 
workers to vaccinate a child who 
is deemed “able to understand 
the benefits  and potential 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  g e t t i n g 
vaccinated” without parental 
consent.  The determined age of 
consent for a child to “choose” to 
be vaccinated is 14, though, such 
laws are often a slippery slope as 
guidelines and goalposts can be 
adjusted once a bill is passed to 
include even younger people.

I t  shou ld  be  no t ed  t ha t 
Maryland law prevents children 
o f  1 4  o r  o l d e r  t o  r e f u s e 
vaccination ordered by parents.  
I n  o the r  words ,  t hey  a re 
considered competent enough to 
get vaccinated without parent's 
knowledge, but not competent 
enough to refuse vaccination 
with parent’s knowledge.  The 
push among some states to 
provide or legalize medical 
procedures on minors without 
advising parents has been 
growing in multiple sectors of 
healthcare the past few years, 
f rom abor t ions  to  gender 
affirmation surgeries.

It sounds like a remnant from 
two years ago when Democrat 
run states like New York were 
talking seriously about the 
forced internment of people who 
were “potential dangers” to 
public health.  The concept of 
constitutional rights were going 
out the window and the US 
barely dodged an Orwellian end.  
Pa ren ta l  r igh t s  a re  o f t en 

considered a vital barrier to state 
interference with vulnerable 
c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  e a s i l y 
manipulated into accepting 
procedures that could affect their 
rest of their lives.

The potential consequences are 
obvious - Schools and other 
government institutions could 
very easily exploit medical 
personnel to convince children 
that they MUST submit to 
vaccination. They could also 
influence minors to believe it 
was “all their idea.”  The same 
s c e n a r i o  c o u l d  i n v o l v e 
overzealous doctors or nurses in 
a hospital setting.  With the 
i n fo rmed  pa ren t a l  sh i e ld 
removed, the sky is the limit in 
terms of what the state can do to 
the younger generation.

Though the bill mentions that 
decisions by minors be made 
“without coercion”, a child may 
not be able to identify coercion 
when i t  happens .  Not  a l l 
manipulation requires open and 
obvious threats.  

Democratic State Sen. Cheryl 
Kagan introduced Bill 378 on 
Wednesday. The bill is set to go 
before a hearing in the Senate 
Finance Committee on Feb. 22.  
The language is broad and seems 
t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  p o s s i b l e 
vaccinations rather than a set list.

Even in the case of a child 
voluntarily asking for medical 
treatments without deception, it 
is the job of parents to sometimes 
p r o t e c t  t h e i r  k i d s  f r o m 
themselves.  Without developed 
critical thinking skills minors 
require guidance to avoid rash 
decisions.  When peer pressure is 
coming from officials with a 
perceived authority, children are 
less likely to say no.  The 
Maryland bill ignores these 
factors and opens the door to a 
wide range of abuses.
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By Cory Evans

(KATV) Little Rock, AR — A 
former Monroe County district 
court judge in Arkansas was 
arrested in Little Rock on 
criminal charges of bribery and 
obstruction of justice.

Thomas David Carruth is 
charged by indictment with three 
counts of honest services wire 
fraud, three counts of using a 
facility in interstate commerce in 
furtherance of unlawful activity, 
one count of bribery, one count 
of making false statements, and 
one count of obstruction of 
justice.

The announcement was made 
by Assistant Attorney General 
Kenneth A. Polite, Jr. of the 

Justice Department’s Criminal Division, 
U.S. Attorney Jonathan D. Ross for the 
Eastern District of Arkansas, Assistant 
Director Luis Quesada of the FBI’s 
Criminal Investigative Division, and 
Special Agent in Charge James A. 
Dawson of the FBI Little Rock Field 
Office.

Court documents said that in April 
2022, Carruth allegedly solicited sex 
from the girlfriend of a defendant in 
exchange for expediting that defendant’s 
trial date.

Carruth allegedly lied to FBI agents 
when questioned about the incident.

A news release said that if convicted, 
Carruth faces up to 20 years in prison on 
the top counts.

The FBI Little Rock Field Office is 
investigating the case with the assistance 
of the Arkansas State Police.            jjj

Former Judge Arrested for Bribery, 
Obstruction of Justice

Texas Appellate Court 
Admonishes Bad Prosecution

By Eric Boehm

(Reason) - When President Joe 
Biden  s igned  the  In f l a t ion 
Reduction Act last year, the White 
House touted how the bill's $80 
billion in new funding for the IRS 
would “make our tax code fairer by 
cracking down on millionaires, 
billionaires, and corporations that 
evade their obligations.”

It now appears that some of those 
resources—and some of the 
c o m i n g  c r a c k d o w n  o n  t a x 
evasion—will, quite predictably, 
be aimed at individuals earning 
considerably less.

T h i s  w e e k ,  t h e  Tr e a s u r y 
Department and IRS announced 
p l ans  t o  ove rhau l  ex i s t i ng 
programs that track tips earned by 
service sector workers. The new 
Service Industry Tip Compliance 
Agreement (SITCA) program will 
“take advantage of advancements 
i n  p o i n t - o f - s a l e ,  t i m e  a n d 
attendance systems, and electronic 
payment settlement methods to 
improve tip reporting compliance,” 
according to the IRS.

Of course, workers who earn 
more than $20 in monthly tips are 
already required to report their tips 
to their employers, and those tips 
are supposed to be included in tax 
data sent to the IRS.

But a lot of that money never 
finds its way into the government's 
h a n d s .  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
announcement on Monday, the IRS 
highlighted a 2018 Treasury 
Inspector General report that 
estimated $1.66 billion in tips went 
unreported during the 2016 tax 
year.

The IRS' proposal “streamlines 
b o t h  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a n d 
enforcement of tip reporting 
requirements by eliminating 
e m p l o y e e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n , ” 
according to the notice published 
this week. Translation: We'll make 
sure the government gets its cut of 
those tips by simply removing 
workers from the transaction 
whenever possible.

That's something that the IRS can 
do now that so many tips are 

h a n d l e d  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y,  a s 
secondary transactions after you 
buy a cup of coffee or pay your bar 
tab with a credit card. (So here's a 
tip: Use cash to thank a service 
worker whenever possible.)

The new SITCA program is not 
yet in place, and still has to work its 
way through the complicated 
federal approval process. The IRS 
will be collecting comments on the 
proposal until May 7. It could also 
be affected by a House-passed bill 
to rescind the new IRS funding 
included in last year's Inflation 
Reduct ion Act ,  though that 
proposal seems unlikely to pass the 
Democratic-controlled Senate or 
get Biden's signature.

That the IRS is going to use at 
least some of its new resources to 
go after workers' tips shouldn't 
c o m e  a s  t o o  m u c h  o f  a 
surprise—despite al l  of  the 
promises from Biden and top IRS 
officials about how no one earning 
less than $400,000 would be 
targeted. As Reason's Liz Wolfe 
reported in January, low-income 
taxpayers have always been the 
ones most likely to get hassled by 
IRS audits. In fact, during 2022, 
low-income wage-earners who 
qualified for the earned income tax 
credit were five times more likely 
to be audited than any other 
taxpayers, according to a report by 
S y r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Transactional Records Access 
Clearinghouse.

It also fits snugly within the 
Biden administration's plans for a 
“comprehensive financial account 
reporting regime” that the Treasury 
Department outlined in 2021 with a 
promise to significantly increase 
the cost of tax evasion.

As far as the IRS' incentives go, 
targeting the working poor makes 
perfect sense. Wealthier Americans 
have the resources to fight back 
against an audit—but there might 
be $1.6 billion in unreported tips 
out there, and most of that was 
probably collected by people who 
don't have an accountant on 
retainer.
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By Amanda Michelle Gomez

(DCist/WAMU) - The former vice 
chair of D.C. Police Union, Medgar 
Webster Sr., was arrested recently for 
allegedly defrauding the D.C. 
government by working a second job 
at Whole Foods Market while 
repor t ing  as  on  duty  for  the 
Metropolitan Police Department.

Webster is charged with first degree 
felony fraud. If convicted, he faces steep fines or 
imprisonment of up to 10 years. A police department 
spokesperson tells DCist/WAMU that Webster is on 
administrative leave and has been proposed for indefinite 
suspension.

Washington City Paper first reported the news.
MPD paid Webster $33,845, including overtime and 

holiday pay, for hours he was simultaneously on the clock 
at Whole Foods, according to an arrest affidavit. Webster 
allegedly worked at two locations for the grocery chain 
between January 2021 and April 2022, and earned 
$45,946 at one of those stores along H Street Southeast.

D.C.’s officers are able to seek outside employment, 
according to police regulation, as long as it is authorized 
and does not “conflict or interfere” with department 
rules. But the affidavit says MPD never authorized 

Webster to work at Whole Foods. In addition, 
Webster allegedly worked 485 hours at 
Whole Foods at the same time he reported 
being on police duty, and nearly half of those 
hours were overtime so the department paid 
him additional funds.

Webster earned an hourly rate of $53.11 as 
an officer, which was adjusted to $79.67 for 
overtime work, per the affidavit.

The police spokesperson says agents 
discovered Webster was allegedly working a 

second job while on the clock at MPD during an 
“unrelated [Internal Affairs Division] investigation.”

Webster was being investigated for engaging in an 
“unwanted sexual contact” with an individual at the 
Whole Foods on H Street SE, DCist/WAMU reported in 
April 2022, or the place of his second employment. The 
police spokesperson declined to comment further on the 
investigation into sexual abuse, but Webster was 
reportedly not able to exercise police powers 
subsequently.

Police Union Chair Greggory Pemberton tells 
DCist/WAMU that Webster resigned from his position as 
vice chair almost a year ago to pursue retirement. He 
declined to comment further. Webster’s lawyer did not 
immediately respond to request for comment. A 
preliminary hearing is upcoming.                              jjj

By Daniel Borunda

(El Paso Times) - EL PASO, TX 
– A Texas police officer was 
arrested this week after being 
indicted on 27 counts of indecency 
with a child and aggravated sexual 
assault of a child over a period of at 
least three years, jail records 
showed.

Officer Eric Bernardino Ramirez 
was arrested on Monday following 
a multicount indictment handed up 
on Dec. 21, police officials said.

The repeated child molestation 
allegedly began before Ramirez 
j o i n e d  t h e  E l  P a s o  P o l i c e 
Department six years ago.

OFFICER RELIEVED OF DUTY, 
RELEASED ON BOND

Ramirez has been relieved of duty pending an internal 

investigation, officials said.
Ramirez faces one count of continuous 

sexual abuse of a child under the age of 14 
as far back as 2014. He also was charged 
with 11 counts of indecency with a child 
and 15 counts of aggravated sexual assault 
of a child, according to El Paso County Jail 
records.

The alleged child indecency and sexual 
assaults occurred from 2014 to 2016, 
according to jail records. The connection, 
if any, between the child and Ramirez has 
not been disclosed.

A jail log shows that Ramirez was 
booked into El Paso jail on Monday and 
released that same day on bond.

Resources for victims of sexual assault 
or violence: You can call the National 

Sexual Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-4673, available for 
free 24/7. You can also visit RAINN.org to chat with 
support specialists.
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Texas Police Officer Arrested, Charged with 
27 Counts of Child Sexual Assault, Indecency

(Courthouse News) El Paso, TX 
— A Texas appeals court upheld the 
dismissal of a man’s reindictment 
for capital murder on the grounds 
of “prosecutorial vindictiveness.” 
Prosecutors failed to prepare its 
case in a timely manner, promptly 
turn over evidence to the defense, 
did not locate “key witnesses” nor 

do “any forensic testing” until mere 
weeks before the tr ial .  The 
reindictment was retaliation for the 
defendant’s decision to exercise his 
right to go to trial; a concurring 
judge says prosecutors “robbed the 
community” from finding the truth 
in this case.
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IRS Plans To Raid 
Workers’ Tip Jars

A coming crackdown on $1.6 billion in unreported tips 
will continue the IRS' long and ugly history of 

targeting low-income Americans.Maryland Considering Bill 
That Would Allow The Vaccination 
of Kids Without Parent’s Consent

( Z e r o H e d g e )  - 
Coming out of Covid it is 
clearer than ever that 
education in the country 
isn't what it once was. 
Now it's starting to show 
up in the numbers. 

Almost half of all all 
public school students in 
the US that entered the 
2022-2023 academic 
year are lagging behind, 
according to a new report from 
Bloomberg, citing data from the 
Department of Education. 

4 9 %  o f  s t u d e n t s  " a r e 
performing below grade level in 
at least one academic subject", 
according to a new report from 
t h e  N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  f o r 
Education Statistics School 
Pulse Panel. This number has 
rocketed higher from its 36% 
average prior to the pandemic.

1 , 0 2 6  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s 
participated in the survey. 

James Fogarty, executive 
director of advocacy group A+ 
Schools ,  to ld  Bloomberg: 
“There are ripple effects that 
happen that we don’t always 
think of. What do you do if 
you’re the teacher and you have 
12 or 20 different kids in your 
class who’ve been out for the big 
chunks of time? How do you 
then readjust your curriculum?” 

National Center for Education 
Statistics Commissioner Peggy 
G. Carr added in a press release: 
“Many students were behind 

grade level at the start of the 
current academic year, including 
in core academic subjects like 
English and mathematics.” 

She continued: “These data 
suggest that academic recovery 
will take time.”

Among all subjects, English 
and Math were the two where 
students were behind by one 
grade level or more, the report 
says. Of the schools that reported 
students behind, 99% of them 
included English and Math. 
Science and social studies were 
included at 80% and 69% of 
schools, respectively.  

Mark Schneider, director of the 
Institute of Education Sciences, 
concluded: “The School Pulse 
Panel is an innovative and 
valuable tool in understanding 
how the pandemic has affected 
the condition of education. 
NCES and IES are committed to 
collecting high quality data to 
inform education policy and 
improve practices in support of 
learning recovery.”              jjj

Almost Half of Public School 
Students are Performing “Below 

Grade Level” in at Least
One Subject

WHAT THE?!

Cop accused of stalking, harassing ex-girlfriend
By Jenna Calderón

(Asbury Park Press)  Sea 
Bright, NJ - A Sea Bright police 
officer was arrested and charged 
with a series of crimes he allegedly 
committed against an ex-girlfriend, 
inc lud ing  s t a lk ing ,  mak ing 
terroristic threats and cyber 
harassment, Monmouth County 
Prosecutor Raymond S. Santiago 
said Friday.

Erich A. Bennett, 46, of Sea 
Bright is charged with second-
d e g r e e  p a t t e r n  o f  o f f i c i a l 
misconduct, two counts of second-
degree official misconduct, two 
counts of third-degree computer 
thef t ,  th i rd-degree  cr iminal 
mischief, third-degree making 
terroristic threats, fourth-degree 
cyber harassment, fourth-degree 
hindering apprehension, fourth-
degree identity theft and fourth-
degree stalking, according to the 
announcement.

An investigation revealed that 
Bennett and the victim, an adult 
woman, were in a brief relationship 
that the victim ended late last 
November, Santiago said. On Dec. 
5, Bennett showed up unannounced 
to the woman's residence and 
threatened her with physical harm, 
prompting her to block him from 
contacting her electronically and to 
install security cameras outside her 
home, according to the release.

On Jan. 8, the victim started to 
receive harassing and threatening 
messages on social media from an 

online persona, Santiago said, 
which the investigation connected 
to Bennett.

The next weekend, as she was 
leaving her home, she noticed all of 
her car tires had been slashed, the 
news release said. Then, over the 
course of the weekend, she saw that 
her car had been keyed, a flagpole 
was torn off the front of her house 
and her Ring doorbell camera and 
two other security cameras had 
been removed.

The investigation placed Bennett 
in the area of the victim’s residence 
at the suspected time of the 
incidents, Santiago said.

The investigation also found that 
f rom October  2022 through 
January  2023 ,  Benne t t  had 
a c c e s s e d  l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t 
da tabases  on  more  than  30 
occasions for non-law-enforcement 
purposes, said Santiago. Bennett 
had specifically been accessing 
personal identifying information of 
the victim and other people she 
knew.

Bennett was arrested without 
incident on Jan. 25, and is in the 
Monmouth County jail pending a 
detention hearing, scheduled to 
take place on Feb. 6 in Monmouth 
County Superior Court, according 
t o  t h e  p r e s s  r e l e a s e .  T h e 
Prosecutor’s Office has filed a 
motion to keep him detained 
pending the resolution of the 
criminal case against him.

“We acknowledge that when 
incidents such as this occur, the 

trust bestowed to us by our 
residents and governing body may 
be called into question," Sea Bright 
Police Chief Brett M. Friedman 
said. "But know that the Sea Bright 
Police Department is dedicated to 
providing the highest level of 
service to all we are called to 
serve.”

Bennett is currently suspended 
without pay from his job as a Sea 
Bright police officer, said Santiago.

“The facts of this case highlight a 
pattern of disturbing behavior,” 
Santiago said. “When a law-
enforcement officer so egregiously 
harms a member of the very public 
they are sworn to protect and serve, 
it necessitates a swift and diligent 
investigation and apprehension.”  

The Prosecutor's Office is asking 
anyone who has information 
about Bennett’s activities to 
contact MCPO Detective Ryan 
Mahony at 800-533-7443.
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By Hannah Mose

(WNEM) – Genesee County Sheriff Chris Swanson 
announced the arrest of a former police officer on 
Wednesday, Feb. 1.

Todd Barraco, 44, was arrested 
on Wednesday for possession of 
child sexually abusive material 
Swanson said, adding that they 
found over 230,000 images and 
over  9,000 videos of  chi ld 
pornography on Barraco’s phone.

Swanson said it took months for 
them to download those pictures 
and videos of boys between the 
ages of 3 and 12 being sexually 
abused by adults from the phone.

“We worked with Prosecutor 
Layton to get a search warrant to 
download the phone. He didn’t 
give us consent. We’re able to use 
that search warrant to get those images. Take the 
investigation over to the prosecutor’s office who just 
wrote a 22 count felony warrant,” he said.

Barraco was initially arrested on March 17, 2022 during 

a GHOST operation when he went to a house in Goodrich 
with the intent of having sexual relations with a minor, 
according to Swanson.

Barraco is a former police officer of Vassar, Oxford, and 
Bayville. He also was a probation officer in 
Lapeer.

Swanson said  GHOST has  been 
investigating the case since the initial 
arrest.

“Being a police officer doesn’t excuse 
you from being criminally liable,” 
Swanson said.

Swanson said GHOST is going to make 
sure Barraco is held accountable.

“We’re gonna ask the judges to make 
sure that that he does not get out. We’re 
making sure that he’s held accountable that 
the courts do their job but a prosecutor did 
his job,” he said.

Barraco has been charged with a 22-
count felony warrant. The charges include 

possession of child sexually abusive material, a seven-
year felony, and using a computer to commit a crime, a 
four-year felony.
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Former Police Officer Arrested for Child Porn

By Liz Wolfe 

(Reason) - Recently, Syracuse 
University's Transactional Records 
Access Clearinghouse (TRAC) 
released data provided to it by the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) on 
audits performed by the agency in 
fiscal year 2022. Despite the 
infusion of new funding earmarked 
for the IRS via last year's Inflation 
R e d u c t i o n  A c t ,  t h e  a g e n c y 
continued historic trends of 
hassling primarily low-income 
taxpayers, with relatively few 
millionaires and billionaires getting 
caught up in the audit sweep.

" T h e  t a x p a y e r  c l a s s  w i t h 
unbelievably high audit rates—five 
and a half times virtually everyone 
else—were low-income wage-
earners taking the earned income 
tax credit," reported TRAC, noting 
that the poorest taxpayers are "easy 
marks  i n  an  e r a  when  IRS 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l i e s  u p o n 
correspondence audits yet doesn't 
have the resources to assist 
t a x p a y e r s  o r  a n s w e r  t h e i r 
questions."

In fact, "if one ignores the fiction 
of auditing a millionaire through 
simply sending a letter through the 

mail, the odds that millionaires 
received a regular audit by a 
revenue agent (1.1%) was actually 
less than the audit rate of the 
targeted lowest income wage-
earners whose audit rate was 1.27 
percent!"

The Inflation Reduction Act, 
passed in August 2022, directed 
$80 billion worth of new funding 
over the next decade to the IRS so it 
could hire 87,000 new workers, 
purportedly to  bet ter  target 
m i l l i ona i r e  and  b i l l i ona i r e 
s c o f f l a w s .  T h e  B i d e n 
administration and credulous 
journalists claimed that this would 
in no way increase audits for those 
m a k i n g  u n d e r  $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 
annually—suspect assurances not 
provided within the text of the 
actual bill. This increased capacity 
meant only those at the top would 
be targeted, supporters insisted. But 
th i s  ignores  how the  IRS ' s 
i n c e n t i v e s  w o r k  a n d  h o w 
agencywide reform might be too 
heavy of a lift.

Correspondence audits—which 
are conducted via mail, and are the 
t ype  f r equen t ly  u sed  when 
interacting with the poorest of 
taxpayers—are much easier and 
cheaper to conduct than other types 
of audits. Plus, the earned income 
tax credit is easy to get wrong. The 
nonpartisan Congressional Budget 
Office estimates that new hires with 
experience in the field will take 
almost three years of ramp-up time, 
with more junior new hires taking 
longer. The lag time between 2022's 
i n f u s i o n  o f  f u n d i n g ,  a n d 
legitimately increased capacity, 
will be enormous—if the agency 
can even snag the best in the 

industry when TurboTax and H&R 
Block will surely be swelling their 
own ranks. It makes sense that, 
given a dearth of experienced 
auditors not likely to be fixed soon, 
the agency would rely on the easiest 
and least time-consuming types of 
audits.

But be suspicious of the idea that 
an infusion of cash will solve 
longstanding problems within the 
IRS. This is, after all, the agency 
that sent $1.1 billion in child 
welfare payments to the wrong 
people over the course of merely 
five months during the pandemic. 
It's the agency that was hacked back 
in 2015, resulting in the personal 
information of more than 700,000 
taxpayers being compromised. It's 
the agency that has been foolishly 
going after Americans who hold 
$10,000 or more in a foreign bank 
since 2010, never mind the fact that 
many of them are middle-class 
expats, not folks with yachts in the 
Mediterranean. And it's the (leaky) 
agency that enabled the richest 
Americans' intimate financial 
information to be thumbed through 
by ProPublica readers. It will take 
more than a little cash to fix all this, 
and, as the IRS's competence and 
tenacity increase, so too will the 
tenacity of the vast infrastructure of 
accountants and lawyers hired by 
the rich to creatively minimize their 
tax burdens.

Though some libertarians may 
argue such an agency ought not to 
exist in the first place and cheer its 
relative ineptitude at going after the 
well-to-do, it's decidedly absurd 
that the agency taxpayers just fed 
$80 billion to has, for another year, 
continued its assault on the poor.   j

In 2022, the IRS Went After 
the Very Poorest Taxpayers

Despi te  $80 bi l l ion in new 

funding, the agency is living up to 

its reputation of hassling low-

income taxpayers over rich people.

Former Police Union Vice Chair Arrested for Fraud, 
Working at Whole Foods While on Clock

(ZeroHedge) - The State of 
Maryland has introduced a bill 
for consideration (Senate Bill 
378) that would allow healthcare 
workers to vaccinate a child who 
is deemed “able to understand 
the benefits  and potential 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  g e t t i n g 
vaccinated” without parental 
consent.  The determined age of 
consent for a child to “choose” to 
be vaccinated is 14, though, such 
laws are often a slippery slope as 
guidelines and goalposts can be 
adjusted once a bill is passed to 
include even younger people.

I t  shou ld  be  no t ed  t ha t 
Maryland law prevents children 
o f  1 4  o r  o l d e r  t o  r e f u s e 
vaccination ordered by parents.  
I n  o the r  words ,  t hey  a re 
considered competent enough to 
get vaccinated without parent's 
knowledge, but not competent 
enough to refuse vaccination 
with parent’s knowledge.  The 
push among some states to 
provide or legalize medical 
procedures on minors without 
advising parents has been 
growing in multiple sectors of 
healthcare the past few years, 
f rom abor t ions  to  gender 
affirmation surgeries.

It sounds like a remnant from 
two years ago when Democrat 
run states like New York were 
talking seriously about the 
forced internment of people who 
were “potential dangers” to 
public health.  The concept of 
constitutional rights were going 
out the window and the US 
barely dodged an Orwellian end.  
Pa ren ta l  r igh t s  a re  o f t en 

considered a vital barrier to state 
interference with vulnerable 
c h i l d r e n  w h o  a r e  e a s i l y 
manipulated into accepting 
procedures that could affect their 
rest of their lives.

The potential consequences are 
obvious - Schools and other 
government institutions could 
very easily exploit medical 
personnel to convince children 
that they MUST submit to 
vaccination. They could also 
influence minors to believe it 
was “all their idea.”  The same 
s c e n a r i o  c o u l d  i n v o l v e 
overzealous doctors or nurses in 
a hospital setting.  With the 
i n fo rmed  pa ren t a l  sh i e ld 
removed, the sky is the limit in 
terms of what the state can do to 
the younger generation.

Though the bill mentions that 
decisions by minors be made 
“without coercion”, a child may 
not be able to identify coercion 
when i t  happens .  Not  a l l 
manipulation requires open and 
obvious threats.  

Democratic State Sen. Cheryl 
Kagan introduced Bill 378 on 
Wednesday. The bill is set to go 
before a hearing in the Senate 
Finance Committee on Feb. 22.  
The language is broad and seems 
t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  p o s s i b l e 
vaccinations rather than a set list.

Even in the case of a child 
voluntarily asking for medical 
treatments without deception, it 
is the job of parents to sometimes 
p r o t e c t  t h e i r  k i d s  f r o m 
themselves.  Without developed 
critical thinking skills minors 
require guidance to avoid rash 
decisions.  When peer pressure is 
coming from officials with a 
perceived authority, children are 
less likely to say no.  The 
Maryland bill ignores these 
factors and opens the door to a 
wide range of abuses.

jjj
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By Cory Evans

(KATV) Little Rock, AR — A 
former Monroe County district 
court judge in Arkansas was 
arrested in Little Rock on 
criminal charges of bribery and 
obstruction of justice.

Thomas David Carruth is 
charged by indictment with three 
counts of honest services wire 
fraud, three counts of using a 
facility in interstate commerce in 
furtherance of unlawful activity, 
one count of bribery, one count 
of making false statements, and 
one count of obstruction of 
justice.

The announcement was made 
by Assistant Attorney General 
Kenneth A. Polite, Jr. of the 

Justice Department’s Criminal Division, 
U.S. Attorney Jonathan D. Ross for the 
Eastern District of Arkansas, Assistant 
Director Luis Quesada of the FBI’s 
Criminal Investigative Division, and 
Special Agent in Charge James A. 
Dawson of the FBI Little Rock Field 
Office.

Court documents said that in April 
2022, Carruth allegedly solicited sex 
from the girlfriend of a defendant in 
exchange for expediting that defendant’s 
trial date.

Carruth allegedly lied to FBI agents 
when questioned about the incident.

A news release said that if convicted, 
Carruth faces up to 20 years in prison on 
the top counts.

The FBI Little Rock Field Office is 
investigating the case with the assistance 
of the Arkansas State Police.            jjj

Former Judge Arrested for Bribery, 
Obstruction of Justice

Texas Appellate Court 
Admonishes Bad Prosecution

By Eric Boehm

(Reason) - When President Joe 
Biden  s igned  the  In f l a t ion 
Reduction Act last year, the White 
House touted how the bill's $80 
billion in new funding for the IRS 
would “make our tax code fairer by 
cracking down on millionaires, 
billionaires, and corporations that 
evade their obligations.”

It now appears that some of those 
resources—and some of the 
c o m i n g  c r a c k d o w n  o n  t a x 
evasion—will, quite predictably, 
be aimed at individuals earning 
considerably less.

T h i s  w e e k ,  t h e  Tr e a s u r y 
Department and IRS announced 
p l ans  t o  ove rhau l  ex i s t i ng 
programs that track tips earned by 
service sector workers. The new 
Service Industry Tip Compliance 
Agreement (SITCA) program will 
“take advantage of advancements 
i n  p o i n t - o f - s a l e ,  t i m e  a n d 
attendance systems, and electronic 
payment settlement methods to 
improve tip reporting compliance,” 
according to the IRS.

Of course, workers who earn 
more than $20 in monthly tips are 
already required to report their tips 
to their employers, and those tips 
are supposed to be included in tax 
data sent to the IRS.

But a lot of that money never 
finds its way into the government's 
h a n d s .  A s  p a r t  o f  t h e 
announcement on Monday, the IRS 
highlighted a 2018 Treasury 
Inspector General report that 
estimated $1.66 billion in tips went 
unreported during the 2016 tax 
year.

The IRS' proposal “streamlines 
b o t h  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a n d 
enforcement of tip reporting 
requirements by eliminating 
e m p l o y e e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n , ” 
according to the notice published 
this week. Translation: We'll make 
sure the government gets its cut of 
those tips by simply removing 
workers from the transaction 
whenever possible.

That's something that the IRS can 
do now that so many tips are 

h a n d l e d  e l e c t r o n i c a l l y,  a s 
secondary transactions after you 
buy a cup of coffee or pay your bar 
tab with a credit card. (So here's a 
tip: Use cash to thank a service 
worker whenever possible.)

The new SITCA program is not 
yet in place, and still has to work its 
way through the complicated 
federal approval process. The IRS 
will be collecting comments on the 
proposal until May 7. It could also 
be affected by a House-passed bill 
to rescind the new IRS funding 
included in last year's Inflation 
Reduct ion Act ,  though that 
proposal seems unlikely to pass the 
Democratic-controlled Senate or 
get Biden's signature.

That the IRS is going to use at 
least some of its new resources to 
go after workers' tips shouldn't 
c o m e  a s  t o o  m u c h  o f  a 
surprise—despite al l  of  the 
promises from Biden and top IRS 
officials about how no one earning 
less than $400,000 would be 
targeted. As Reason's Liz Wolfe 
reported in January, low-income 
taxpayers have always been the 
ones most likely to get hassled by 
IRS audits. In fact, during 2022, 
low-income wage-earners who 
qualified for the earned income tax 
credit were five times more likely 
to be audited than any other 
taxpayers, according to a report by 
S y r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s 
Transactional Records Access 
Clearinghouse.

It also fits snugly within the 
Biden administration's plans for a 
“comprehensive financial account 
reporting regime” that the Treasury 
Department outlined in 2021 with a 
promise to significantly increase 
the cost of tax evasion.

As far as the IRS' incentives go, 
targeting the working poor makes 
perfect sense. Wealthier Americans 
have the resources to fight back 
against an audit—but there might 
be $1.6 billion in unreported tips 
out there, and most of that was 
probably collected by people who 
don't have an accountant on 
retainer.

jjj
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US~Observer on your side.
Butterfield believes that his four 

accusers - especially his two cousins, 
Annabelle and Yasmine - all had their own 
motivations to make their claims against 
him, and that none of them were based on 
the truth or what factually occurred. He 
wants an opportunity to prove that in a 
court of law, something he maintains he 
didn't have the option to do during his first 
trial. In that trial, Butterfield was found 
guilty of rape in the 
2nd degree and guilty 
of rape of a child in the 
3rd degree of Lillian 
(Lilly) Reese (now 
Lillian Coronel). 

L i l l y  w a s  a n 
intoxicated 15-year-
old girl at a party Tre, 
the just turned 20-year-
old, was attending. Tre 
reports that he thought 
Lilly was 16, just like 
the friend she had 
come to the party with, 
B r e a n n a  B r o w n . 
Breanna and Tre had 
previously dated, and 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t e x t 
messages between Tre 
a n d  B r e a n n a ,  t h a t 
relationship had been consensually 
sexual. At the party, Tre alleges that Lilly 
had “hit on him,” and admits to kissing her 
but adamantly denies having sexual 
intercourse with her. In fact, there was 
never any medical or DNA findings that 
proved Tre Butterfield had sex with 
Lillian Reese.

Almost five years 
went by before any 
charges were formally 
filed against Tre.

As the US~Observer 
previously reported in 
our in-depth article 
“Sold  Out  by  His 
Attorney” where we 
outlined a great deal of 
evidence that points to 
B u t t e r f i e l d ' s 
innocence: 

Butterf ield's  own 
a t t o r n e y ,  R o b e r t 
Brungardt, helped get him convicted when 
he wrongly and willfully (against Tre’s 
reported wishes) told the jury in his 
opening statements that Tre was, “guilty 
of rape of a child in the third degree.” 

How is that for a legal 
defense? 

Upon reviewing the 
trial transcript in the 
case, any reasonable 
person could conclude 
that Tre's attorney 
offered no real defense 
strategy; there was 
ample evidence and 
wi tness  tes t imony 
offered that created 
enough reasonable 
doubt for a jury to 
conclude Tre Butterfield was not guilty, 
but when Brungardt made that opening 
statement claim, Tre's case was essentially 
over, with a conviction an almost 
certainty. Now, with the evidence the 
US~Observer has collected showing Lilly 
added Tre to her social media the night of 
the alleged rape, it  is even more 
imperative that Tre get a chance at a new 
trial.

Butterfield readily admits that it was 
Brungardt's opening, the loss of the first 
trial, and Brungardt's reported haranguing 
that forced Butterfield to take a plea on the 
other cases against him, saying, “He 
[Brungardt] said if I didn’t take a deal, I 
wouldn’t ever see the light of day. He came 
at me with the deal the day before [the 
second] trial was to begin. I had less than 
24 hours to make a decision. On one hand 
I do 17.5 years and the other I may never 
leave prison. I couldn’t believe that it 
came down to this. I told him he did this to 
me. He just looked away and shrugged his 
shoulders. He told me if I went to trial, I 
was going to lose and never get out. He 
kept saying I needed to take a deal. So, I 
did.”

Butterfield's plea secured his sentence of 
17½ years in prison. 

But what exactly did he plea to? 

There was Breanna Brown's accusation 
that came years before when she was 
telling the police what happened to Lilly. 

It had been an off-handed remark that Tre 
had done something similar to her yet 
never did anything about it. Almost five 
years after she made that comment, a 
police officer approached her about filing 
charges. She did. Not at any time before 
had she felt compelled, or think that it was 
a big enough issue, to file charges on her 
own, not even while her friend was 
supposedly going through the “same 
thing.” 

As previously stated, 
t h e  t e x t  m e s s a g e s 
b e t w e e n  T r e  a n d 
Breanna alone offer 
enough evidence to 
support Tre's position 
that he is not guilty to 
what he took a plea to in 
this case. He deserves to 
take his evidence to 
trial.

Then there were the 
accusations made by 
Tre's cousins Annabelle 
Bates  and Yasmine 
Miller (now Yasmine 
Dickinson). The sisters 
say Tre had molested 
them over a period of 
several years. No one - 

not the grandparents, not 
the mother, not any friends - had any 
inclination that this behavior could have 
been going on. At first, even their mother 
didn't believe them. Some relatives still 
don't; still find it beyond believable.

From our previous article:

In April of 2019, Tre 
was living with his 
Grandparents in their 
home and was in the 
process of moving out. 
His aunt Brandy and 
h e r  d a u g h t e r s 
Annabelle (16) and 
Yasmine (14)  l ived 
there, too, in a trailer on 
the property.

It was discovered by 
high school staff that 
Annabelle had brought 
a knife to school. When 
asked about the knife 

Annabelle reportedly 
stated that she was afraid of her cousin, 
and that he’d been molesting her. 
Interestingly, Tre was not known to ever 
go to her school for Annabelle to fear for 
her safety there. Immediately, the school 
contacted the police.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
police reports, there 
were inconsistencies 
that Brandy noted in her 
daughter’s story. But 
soon more allegations 
would emerge when 
Yasmine spoke up and 
told of abuse she had 
a l l eged ly  endured . 
However, Brandy and 
both daughters told 
police that they didn’t 
want a protection order 

against Tre. In the report, Brandy said 
she, “didn’t feel it was necessary.”

The cousins had both been very close 
with Tre, and text messages show that 
even after the allegations, the cousins kept 
reaching out to him trying to have a 
relationship with him.

Since we published our last article 
o u t l i n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t e d  f a c t s  o f 
Butterfield's case and the details 
surrounding all the allegations against 
him, we have collected Butterfield's 
specific work records that show where 
and when Butterfield was on the job. This 
evidence could directly call into question 
the allegations made against him by his 
two cousins, as it shows that he worked in 
other cities on days alleged instances took 
place. Further, and most importantly, it 
has been reported to us that one girl has 
come forward and recanted her story to 
friends and relatives. 

We are holding out hope that this 
individual knows how imperative it is for 
her to reach out to the US~Observer by 
calling 541-474-7885, anytime. 

If you personally have information 
about Tre Butterfield, Annabelle Bates, 
Yasmine Dickinson, Lillian Coronel 
and/or Breanna Brown, or you are one of 
these individuals, please reach out to the 
US~Observer by calling the number 
above or by sending an email to 
editor@usobserver.com.

The US~Observer stands on the side of 
truth and justice, no matter where the facts 
might take us. If you have evidence, we 
want to see or hear it. What we can say 
about this case and the evidence we have 
collected is that if presented to a jury now, 
we believe it would provide reasonable 
doubt. 

Tre Butterfield, who didn't get his fair 
and impartial day in court the first time in 
Lilly’s case, and never in the others, 
deserves for it to all be heard. Then and 
only then can justice truly be certain.  jjj

By Svetlana Shkolnikova

(Stars And Stripes) Washington D. C. — The 
Department of Veterans Affairs put more than 
40,000 veterans into safe and stable homes last 
year, taking a sizable step toward its goal of 
eradicating homelessness among veterans in the 
United States, according to agency officials.

The department said this week that it had aimed 
to house 38,000 veterans permanently in 2022 
and exceeded that goal by 3,401, or 6.3%. The 
number of veterans experiencing homelessness 
nationally dropped by 11% since 2020.

“There are thousands of formerly homeless 
veterans who are going to sleep tonight in good, 
safe, stable homes — and there’s nothing more 
important than that,” VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough said in a statement. “This is great 
progress, but it’s just the beginning. We at VA 
will not rest until the phrase ‘homeless veteran’ is 
a thing of the past.”

Veterans make up nearly 7% of the adult 
homeless population, according to a December 
2022 report by the U.S. Interagency Council on 
Homelessness.

Former service members are more likely than 

civilians to end up homeless due to a higher risk 
of traumatic brain injuries, post-traumatic stress 
disorder and other conditions that impact 
reintegration into civilian life, according to the 
report. Women veterans in particular are more 
than twice as likely as nonveteran women to 
experience homelessness partly due to military 
sexual trauma.

The VA has worked to combat the problem by 
first providing housing to veterans and then 
health care, job training, legal and education 
support. The department credited those efforts 
for contributing to a 55.3% decline in the number 
of homeless veterans since 2010.

Throughout 2022, the VA found apartments or 
houses for veterans to rent or own and often 
provided a subsidy to make the housing 
affordable. VA staff also helped some veterans 
end their homelessness by reuniting them with 
family and friends, according to the VA.

The department paid extra attention to Los 
Angeles, where the number of homeless veterans 
is higher than any other American city.

McDonough said last February that he wanted 
to get at least 1,500 homeless veterans in Los 
Angeles into permanent housing in 2022. The VA 
said it provided 1,301 permanent housing 
placements to formerly homeless veterans in the 
area last year.

The VA announced in November that an annual 
point-in-time tally showed an 11% decline in 
veteran homelessness since the last full count in 
early 2020. On a single night in January 2022, 
there were 33,136 veterans experiencing 
homelessness compared to 37,252 in 2020.

The decrease represented the biggest drop in 
veteran homelessness in more than five years, 
according to the VA.                                     jjj

VA housed more than 40,000 
homeless veterans in 2022 

Continued from page 1 • The First Capital Savings & Loan Debacle ...

reportedly stated they were going to travel to 
Panama and “do him in.” Having done a 
considerable amount of business with Lowrance 
in 2008, I agreed to assist him, but only if he was 
open and honest with me about his investment 
program. Lowrance signed a contract with me on 
September 18, 2008. On this date Lowrance 
informed me that he had the complete principal 
of every investor who had money invested with 
First Capital Savings & Loan (FCSL) on deposit. 
He agreed to document this guarantee in writing. 
Lowrance also agreed to provide me with a 
complete list of his investors. After Lowrance’s 
usual procrastination, on November 10, 2008, I 
received his documented guarantee regarding 
investor’s principal, and the US~Observer also 
received the client list around this time.

Lowrance owed me a substantial amount but 
informed me on September 18, 2008, that he was 
broke and only had $185,000.00 left to his name, 
besides the investor’s principal. According to 
Lowrance, that was in a fund that could not be 
touched until December 5, 2008, or he would 
lose a great deal of the money due to early 
withdrawal penalties. Lowrance assured me that 
he was refinancing some condos he owned in 
Panama and that he would be paying me from 
those funds. At this time, I advised Lowrance that 
he should update his investors before they 
became any more inflamed. I also advised 
Lowrance to return the investors’ principle. 
Lowrance said this could be done by January 5, 
2009, because it would take him some time to 
acquire the money and time to wire it to 
investors. Lowrance agreed and sent this 
information via email to all his investors.

With things not adding up and investors 
reaching out to us privately, the US~Observer 
began investigating Lowrance and FCSL. On 
November 14, 2008, Jeff sent an email to an 
impeccable source stating that he had $42 
million dollars on deposit – we continued with 
our investigation. January 5th came and went 
without one word from Lowrance, nor his 
promised return of the investors’ principle.

Lowrance committed fraud against me on 
January 5, 2009, as he was supposed to pay me an 
approximated $150,000.00 that he owed me. He 
also committed fraud against his four hundred 

and forty FCSL investors by lying to them. 
However, it was my belief and hope, as well as 
those working on this case with me, that 
Lowrance was simply trying to keep investor’s 
capital as long as possible to trade with, and that 
he would soon return it.

On January 6, 2009, I was contacted by Carlos 
Olmos, one of Lowrance’s employees in Panama 
City, Panama. Carlos stated that he had 
confronted Jeff about returning the investor’s 
money. He told Jeff that he couldn’t handle all 
the calls from angry investors. According to 
Olmos, Lowrance informed him that he wasn’t 
about to return all the investor’s money and walk 
away without any money after 4 years of hard 
work. This coincides with the Observer’s firm 
opinion that Lowrance has millions tucked away 
that he doesn’t want to part with. Carlos Olmos 
had already parted ways with Lowrance, 
informing the “King of Forex” not to contact him 
anymore.

Just  days after  January 6,  2009,  the 
US~Observer sent an email to all investors, 
giving them the opportunity to retain the 
US~Observer to go after the principal they had 
handed over to Lowrance. We gave this 
opportunity since we had interacted with, and 
b e c a m e  v e r y  m u c h  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h , 
approximately a dozen investors during the last 
four months of 2008. In fact, three investors had 
a l r eady  h i r ed  u s  be fo r e  we  s en t  t he 
communication out. A total of 64 investors hired 
us out of a total of over 440 clients of FCSL.

A PONZI SCHEME?

A Ponzi Scheme is a fraudulent investment 
operation that pays returns to investors out of the 
money paid by subsequent investors rather than 
from profit. The term, “Ponzi scheme,” is used 
primarily in the United States, while other 
English-speaking countries do not distinguish 
colloquially between this scheme and other 
pyramid schemes.

The US~Observer set the date of January 28, 
2009, as the final date we would accept contracts 
from investors. On the 29th this writer had a 
phone conversation with Lowrance. I confronted 
Lowrance with the fact that I had received calls 

From page 1 • Victim Reportedly Recants ...

By Ashley Remkus

(The Marshall Project) - Police dogs are 
often portrayed as harmless, loveable 
members of the local police. But many 
departments across the country use dogs as 
weapons, training the animals to bite 
thousands of people every year, causing 
serious and even fatal injuries.A new 
investigation from The Marshall Project, 

AL.com, IndyStar and the Invisible Institute 
exposes the widespread use—and abuse—of 
dogs in police departments across the U.S.

Here are six takeaways from our findings, 
based on data from departments across the 
country, thousands of pages of documents, 
videos and scores of interviews with victims, 
police officers and experts. The main article 
based on the investigation contains more 
information. We will publish more reporting in 
the coming weeks.

1. People are bitten across the country, but 
some cities use biting dogs far more often than 
others. There’s no national database of police 
dog use and who is bitten. Our reporting found 
bites in nearly every state, though data from 
more than 50 police departments shows the 
numbers vary widely by city. Police in 
Chicago almost never deploy dogs for arrests 
and had only one incident from 2017 to 2019. 
Washington, D.C., had five. Seattle had 23. 
New York City, where policy limits their use 
mostly to felony cases, reported 25. By 
contrast, Indianapolis had more than 220 bites 
and Los Angeles reported more than 200 bites 
or dog-related injuries. The Sheriff ’s 
Department in Jacksonville, Florida, had 160 
in this period.

2. Bites can cause life-altering injuries, even 

death. Dogs used in arrests are bred and trained 
to have a bite strong enough to punch through 
sheet metal. Their bites can be more like shark 
attacks, according to experts and medical 
researchers. When they are used on people, 
they can leave harrowing scars, torn muscles 
and dangerous infections. A woman’s scalp 
was torn in California; a man’s vocal cords 
were damaged in Colorado; an Arizona man’s 
face was ripped off.

Occasionally, someone dies after an 
encounter with a police dog. Most recently, a 
51-year-old handyman bled to death after 
being bitten by a police dog in Montgomery, 
Alabama, in 2018.

3. Many people bitten were not violent and 
were suspected of minor crimes—or no crime 
at all. While many police agencies say they use 
dogs only to capture people accused of violent 
crimes or when officers are in danger, our 
review of bites around the country found the 
dogs are frequently used in minor cases: traffic 
violations, shoplifting, mental health checks, 
trespassing and running from police.

4. Most bite victims are men, and studies 
suggest that in some places, they have been 
disproportionately Black. Investigations into 
the police department in Ferguson, Missouri, 
and the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department have both found dogs bit non-

White people almost exclusively.
A statistical study found that police dog bites 

sent roughly 3,600 people to emergency rooms 
each year from 2005 to 2013; almost all were 
male and Black men were overrepresented.

5. Police officers sometimes can’t control the 
dogs, worsening injuries. Even when dogs are 
trained to release their bites with a verbal 
command, they sometimes don’t let go. While 
training experts say bites should last seconds, 
we found numerous cases that lasted minutes 
as handlers struggled to pull off the dogs. 
Some experts said that makes injuries worse, 
tearing flesh as the dogs are pulled away.

6 .  There ’s  l i t t l e  accountab i l i ty  o r 
compensation for many bite victims. 
Excessive force lawsuits over dog bites are 
difficult to win. Police officers are often 
shielded from liability, and federal civil rights 
laws don’t typically cover bystanders who are 
bitten by mistake. It can also be hard for 
someone who pleads guilty or gets convicted 
of resisting arrest, or a similar crime, to file a 
lawsuit. Even when victims can bring cases, 
lawyers say they struggle because jurors tend 
to love police dogs.

Go to marshallproject.org and read the 
feature article, "When Police Violence is a 
Dog Bite."                                               jjj

Police Harassed a Man Holding a ‘God Bless the Homeless Vets’ Sign. 
He’s Suing.

By Emma Camp 

(Reason) - Police in two Georgia towns — 
Alpharetta and Blackshear — arrested, 
searched, and even issued criminal citations 
against a man for holding a sign intended to 
raise awareness for homeless veterans. Jeff 
Gray, a U.S. Army veteran himself, says the 
police tried to stop him from exercising his 
First Amendment rights. Now, officials in both 
cities are facing a federal lawsuit.

"Jeff Gray doesn't need a government-issued 
permission slip to speak — the First 
Amendment is his permission slip," said 
Harrison Rosenthal, an attorney for the 
Foundation for Individual Rights and 
Expression (FIRE), a First Amendment 
nonprofit that filed the lawsuits on Gray's 
behalf. "Speaking out in public areas is a core 
First Amendment right, whether government 
officials recognize it or not."

Since 2011, Jeff Gray has uploaded videos of 
himself engaging in what he calls "civil rights 
inves t iga t ions"  in  c i t i es  ac ross  the 
southeastern United States. In these videos, 
Gray peacefully tests whether local law 
enforcement will respect his constitutional 
rights—often by holding a cardboard sign with 
a message about homeless veterans or 
recording police during routine traffic stops. 
Frequently, his efforts result in arrests, “I've 
been arrested at least eight or nine times," Gray 
tells Reason. "What I've learned from these 
investigations is that if they think that you're a 
homeless person, they don't treat you as an 
equal human. They treat you as less than 
human."

In January 2022, Gray was harassed by 

Alpharetta police as he stood outside city hall 
holding a sign that read "God Bless Homeless 
Vets." Video footage released by FIRE shows 
Gray peacefully standing with the sign, 
occasionally saying "God bless the homeless 
veterans" to passersby. But Gray was soon 
interrupted. According to the lawsuit, a city 
councilman told Gray there was "no 
panhandling here" and directed a nearby 
police officer, Arick Furr, to order Gray to 
leave the area.

When Gray refused to leave, Furr demanded 
Gray's identification. According to the 
lawsuit, "Gray declined and asked Lt. Furr to 
describe the 'reasonable, articulable suspicion 
that crime is afoot,' to justify his demand that 
Gray show him an identification card." Furr 
responded by again telling Gray that 
"panhandling" is illegal in the city, adding "I'm 
not going to deal with you," before 
handcuffing Gray. Making matters worse, Furr 
turned off Gray's camera despite his 
objections. According to the lawsuit, in a later 
disciplinary report, Furr conceded that he 
"knew that he should not have manipulated the 
camera and should have allowed the camera to 
continue to record."

Another officer, Harold Shoffeitt, soon 
joined Furr. The pair, after attempting to 
interrogate Gray, eventually released him. 
However, Furr created a "CRIMINAL 
TRESPASS WARNING" against Gray 
ordering him not to return to the area for one 
year.

Gray also faced police harassment in the 
small town of Blackshear. According to that 
lawsuit, Gray was engaged in a similar 
demonstration in August 2021 when he was 

stopped by the local police chief, who told 
Gray that he could protest only if he first 
obtained a permit, adding that the law was 
"kind of silly, but that's what the rules are." 
Gray refused to leave and was issued a 
criminal citation for violating the local 
ordinance, though the citation was later 
dropped.

In the lawsuits against both cities, FIRE 
challenges a local law. In the case of 
Alpharetta, the suit claims that the city's anti-
panhandling law is overly broad and a content-
based restriction on speech, arguing that 
simply asking others for money in a public 
space is clearly protected by the First 
Amendment. And even if the law were 
constitutional, the law would not apply to 
Gray, because he was not panhandling.

In the suit against Blackshear, FIRE argues 
that the city's law requiring formal permission 
to protest is also clearly unconstitutional, 
writing that "the public parks, streets, and 
sidewalks of the City of Blackshear, including 
the sidewalks in front of Blackshear City Hall, 
are traditional public fora, immemorially held 
in trust for the use of the public to 
communicate thoughts or discuss public 
questions."

In addition to other claims, the lawsuit 
against Alpharetta also singles out Furr and 
Shoffeitt for retaliating against Gray for 
engaging in First Amendment–protected 
speech, illegally compelling him to identify 
himself, and interfering with this right to film 
police activity.

"I  have been harassed,  t respassed, 
handcuffed and arrested countless times for 
peacefully exercising my First Amendment 

rights," Gray said in a recent press release. 
"My intention is to ensure that all Americans 
from the wealthiest millionaire to the poorest 
homeless person can exercise these rights 
without fear of consequence from our 
government."

With these lawsuits, FIRE hopes "that cities 
will take a look at their ordinances and their 
statutes and their regulations and dust off old 
dusty law books and make sure there's nothing 
unconstitutional lingering in there," FIRE 
Attorney Adam Steinbaugh tells Reason. "If 
you have an old law that's just sitting around 
and it's unconstitutional, sooner or later, a 
police officer's going to pick up that book and 
throw it at somebody.”                              jjj

We Spent A Year Investigating Police Dogs. Here Are Six Takeaways.

By Michael Snyder

(End Of The American Dream) - Why are 
global authorities suddenly so concerned that 
the bird flu might start spreading widely 
among humans?  And why is the mainstream 
media suddenly filled with extremely 
alarming stories about the disease?  Just a few 
days ago, Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, the 
director-general of the World Health 
Organization, made headlines all over the 
globe when he ominously warned that “we 
must prepare” for the possibility of a bird flu 
pandemic among humans.  Why is he issuing 
such a warning now?  Does he know 
something that the rest of us do not?  If such a 
pandemic were to erupt, the consequences 
could potentially be catastrophic.  The 
COVID pandemic paralyzed the planet for a 
couple of years even though the death rate was 
very low.  Well, the death rate for bird flu in 
humans can be around 50 percent depending 
on the strain, and so just imagine the panic that 
would ensue if it were to start spreading 
widely.

Since early last year, the bird flu has resulted 
in the deaths of more than 58 million birds here 
in the United States, but as long as the disease 
stayed in birds scientists weren’t going to be 
too alarmed.

Unfortunately, H5N1 has now started to 
spread among mammals.

Lots of them.
In fact, dozens of mammals have already 

caught the disease in the United States alone…
The H5N1 virus has been detected in more 

than 120 wild mammals in the US in 2022 and 
2023 including red foxes, skunks, and even 
grizzly bears — a troubling step in the road 

toward human infection.
And more cases in mammals in the U.S. 

continue to pop up.  In fact, on Friday it was 
being reported that a black bear and a 
mountain lion in Colorado both tested 
positive…

Colorado’s worst-ever avian flu outbreak has 
crossed over into more mammals, including a 
black bear put down in Huerfano County and a 
mountain lion found dead in Gunnison 
County, state wildlife officials said Thursday.

Of course H5N1 is not just spreading among 
mammals here in the United States.

Over in the UK, “nine otters and foxes” have 
tested positive…

In the UK, the Animal and Plant Health 
Agency (APHA) has tested 66 mammals, 
including seals, and found nine otters and 
foxes were positive for highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1.

Over in Scotland, four dead seals were found 
to have H5N1, and across the Atlantic in Peru a 
whopping 500 sea lions “were found dead with 
H5N1”…

If you have been alarmed by what I have 
shared with you so far, this next item should 
really get to you.

In Spain, over 50,000 minks had to be wiped 
out because H5N1 was rapidly spreading 
among them…

More than 50,000 minks were euthanized at 
a Spanish farm because of an avian influenza 
outbreak. Some researchers are concerned 
about the possible spread to humans.

So why are those minks so important?
Well, it turns out that minks have “a 

respiratory system very similar to humans”…
But when the virus was analyzed, it was 

revealed that the mink were infected with a 

n e w  v a r i a n t  o f 
avian flu, including 
genetic mutations that are known to make it 
easier to spread in mammals. This is 
“uncharted territory,” Wendy Puryear, a 
virologist at Tufts University in Medford, 
Massachusetts, told Nature News. It presents a 
severe problem because mink have a 
respiratory system very similar to humans.

It appears that we are dangerously close to a 
strain of H5N1 that will be able to spread quite 
easily among humans.

And if such a strain does get loose, the death 
toll could potentially be catastrophic…

It can be very deadly, with a mortality rate as 
high as 50% in the cases where bird flu has 
jumped directly from birds to farmers and 
other handlers, Schaffner said.

Every time the virus replicates, it can mutate 
into a version the human immune system has 
never seen before. “That makes it harder for 
our immune systems to fight the infection,” 
Arias said. “When they get to humans, the 
adaptations tend to be accompanied by high 
virulence, which means infections are severe 
with high mortality.”

If you thought that the restrictions and the 
mandates under COVID were bad, just 
imagine what a global H5N1 pandemic would 
look like.

People would be dropping like flies and we 
would see tyranny on a scale that most of us 
don’t even want to imagine right now.

According to WebMD, a new H5N1 vaccine 
will soon be tested on poultry here in the 
United States…

The Biden administration will test a vaccine 
that could be given to poultry to counter the 
current bird flu outbreak that has killed about 

58 million birds, mostly in commercial poultry 
flocks.

These would be the first vaccine given to 
poultry to protect against avian influenza in 
years. Poultry are already vaccinated for 
diseases like infectious bronchitis, and shots 
have been licensed for past outbreaks.

And it is also being reported that an H5N1 
vaccine for humans “has been approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration”…

A vaccine for H5N1 has been approved by 
the Food and Drug Administration for people 
18 through 64 years who are at increased risk 
of exposure, according to an agency 
spokesperson.

The country has a small supply of vaccine, a 
spokesperson from the Health and Human 
Services told USA TODAY. The vaccine can 
be used to match against strains with pandemic 
potential and scale-up as needed, which health 
experts estimate could take up to six months.

Hopefully there will not be a bird flu 
pandemic any time soon.

But if one does erupt, you need to be 
prepared for an extended nightmare scenario.

We have entered a period of time when great 
pandemics will become a regular occurrence, 
and mad scientists are cooking up more deadly 
bugs in secret labs all over the planet every 
single day.

This is just one of the reasons why I am 
strongly encouraging my readers to make 
preparations ahead of time while they still 
have an opportunity to do so.

Because as we have seen, once a deadly bug 
gets loose it can travel all over the world at a 
speed that is absolutely breathtaking.        jjj

Are They Telling Us What is Coming Next?

Annabelle Bates 
-Facebook

Breanna Brown 
-Facebook

Lillian (Lilly) Reese-Coronel 
- Facebook

Yasmine Miller 
- Facebook

Continued on page 11

avian flu, including 
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US~Observer on your side.
Butterfield believes that his four 

accusers - especially his two cousins, 
Annabelle and Yasmine - all had their own 
motivations to make their claims against 
him, and that none of them were based on 
the truth or what factually occurred. He 
wants an opportunity to prove that in a 
court of law, something he maintains he 
didn't have the option to do during his first 
trial. In that trial, Butterfield was found 
guilty of rape in the 
2nd degree and guilty 
of rape of a child in the 
3rd degree of Lillian 
(Lilly) Reese (now 
Lillian Coronel). 

L i l l y  w a s  a n 
intoxicated 15-year-
old girl at a party Tre, 
the just turned 20-year-
old, was attending. Tre 
reports that he thought 
Lilly was 16, just like 
the friend she had 
come to the party with, 
B r e a n n a  B r o w n . 
Breanna and Tre had 
previously dated, and 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t e x t 
messages between Tre 
a n d  B r e a n n a ,  t h a t 
relationship had been consensually 
sexual. At the party, Tre alleges that Lilly 
had “hit on him,” and admits to kissing her 
but adamantly denies having sexual 
intercourse with her. In fact, there was 
never any medical or DNA findings that 
proved Tre Butterfield had sex with 
Lillian Reese.

Almost five years 
went by before any 
charges were formally 
filed against Tre.

As the US~Observer 
previously reported in 
our in-depth article 
“Sold  Out  by  His 
Attorney” where we 
outlined a great deal of 
evidence that points to 
B u t t e r f i e l d ' s 
innocence: 

Butterf ield's  own 
a t t o r n e y ,  R o b e r t 
Brungardt, helped get him convicted when 
he wrongly and willfully (against Tre’s 
reported wishes) told the jury in his 
opening statements that Tre was, “guilty 
of rape of a child in the third degree.” 

How is that for a legal 
defense? 

Upon reviewing the 
trial transcript in the 
case, any reasonable 
person could conclude 
that Tre's attorney 
offered no real defense 
strategy; there was 
ample evidence and 
wi tness  tes t imony 
offered that created 
enough reasonable 
doubt for a jury to 
conclude Tre Butterfield was not guilty, 
but when Brungardt made that opening 
statement claim, Tre's case was essentially 
over, with a conviction an almost 
certainty. Now, with the evidence the 
US~Observer has collected showing Lilly 
added Tre to her social media the night of 
the alleged rape, it  is even more 
imperative that Tre get a chance at a new 
trial.

Butterfield readily admits that it was 
Brungardt's opening, the loss of the first 
trial, and Brungardt's reported haranguing 
that forced Butterfield to take a plea on the 
other cases against him, saying, “He 
[Brungardt] said if I didn’t take a deal, I 
wouldn’t ever see the light of day. He came 
at me with the deal the day before [the 
second] trial was to begin. I had less than 
24 hours to make a decision. On one hand 
I do 17.5 years and the other I may never 
leave prison. I couldn’t believe that it 
came down to this. I told him he did this to 
me. He just looked away and shrugged his 
shoulders. He told me if I went to trial, I 
was going to lose and never get out. He 
kept saying I needed to take a deal. So, I 
did.”

Butterfield's plea secured his sentence of 
17½ years in prison. 

But what exactly did he plea to? 

There was Breanna Brown's accusation 
that came years before when she was 
telling the police what happened to Lilly. 

It had been an off-handed remark that Tre 
had done something similar to her yet 
never did anything about it. Almost five 
years after she made that comment, a 
police officer approached her about filing 
charges. She did. Not at any time before 
had she felt compelled, or think that it was 
a big enough issue, to file charges on her 
own, not even while her friend was 
supposedly going through the “same 
thing.” 

As previously stated, 
t h e  t e x t  m e s s a g e s 
b e t w e e n  T r e  a n d 
Breanna alone offer 
enough evidence to 
support Tre's position 
that he is not guilty to 
what he took a plea to in 
this case. He deserves to 
take his evidence to 
trial.

Then there were the 
accusations made by 
Tre's cousins Annabelle 
Bates  and Yasmine 
Miller (now Yasmine 
Dickinson). The sisters 
say Tre had molested 
them over a period of 
several years. No one - 

not the grandparents, not 
the mother, not any friends - had any 
inclination that this behavior could have 
been going on. At first, even their mother 
didn't believe them. Some relatives still 
don't; still find it beyond believable.

From our previous article:

In April of 2019, Tre 
was living with his 
Grandparents in their 
home and was in the 
process of moving out. 
His aunt Brandy and 
h e r  d a u g h t e r s 
Annabelle (16) and 
Yasmine (14)  l ived 
there, too, in a trailer on 
the property.

It was discovered by 
high school staff that 
Annabelle had brought 
a knife to school. When 
asked about the knife 

Annabelle reportedly 
stated that she was afraid of her cousin, 
and that he’d been molesting her. 
Interestingly, Tre was not known to ever 
go to her school for Annabelle to fear for 
her safety there. Immediately, the school 
contacted the police.

A c c o rd i n g  t o  t h e 
police reports, there 
were inconsistencies 
that Brandy noted in her 
daughter’s story. But 
soon more allegations 
would emerge when 
Yasmine spoke up and 
told of abuse she had 
a l l eged ly  endured . 
However, Brandy and 
both daughters told 
police that they didn’t 
want a protection order 

against Tre. In the report, Brandy said 
she, “didn’t feel it was necessary.”

The cousins had both been very close 
with Tre, and text messages show that 
even after the allegations, the cousins kept 
reaching out to him trying to have a 
relationship with him.

Since we published our last article 
o u t l i n i n g  t h e  r e p o r t e d  f a c t s  o f 
Butterfield's case and the details 
surrounding all the allegations against 
him, we have collected Butterfield's 
specific work records that show where 
and when Butterfield was on the job. This 
evidence could directly call into question 
the allegations made against him by his 
two cousins, as it shows that he worked in 
other cities on days alleged instances took 
place. Further, and most importantly, it 
has been reported to us that one girl has 
come forward and recanted her story to 
friends and relatives. 

We are holding out hope that this 
individual knows how imperative it is for 
her to reach out to the US~Observer by 
calling 541-474-7885, anytime. 

If you personally have information 
about Tre Butterfield, Annabelle Bates, 
Yasmine Dickinson, Lillian Coronel 
and/or Breanna Brown, or you are one of 
these individuals, please reach out to the 
US~Observer by calling the number 
above or by sending an email to 
editor@usobserver.com.

The US~Observer stands on the side of 
truth and justice, no matter where the facts 
might take us. If you have evidence, we 
want to see or hear it. What we can say 
about this case and the evidence we have 
collected is that if presented to a jury now, 
we believe it would provide reasonable 
doubt. 

Tre Butterfield, who didn't get his fair 
and impartial day in court the first time in 
Lilly’s case, and never in the others, 
deserves for it to all be heard. Then and 
only then can justice truly be certain.  jjj

By Svetlana Shkolnikova

(Stars And Stripes) Washington D. C. — The 
Department of Veterans Affairs put more than 
40,000 veterans into safe and stable homes last 
year, taking a sizable step toward its goal of 
eradicating homelessness among veterans in the 
United States, according to agency officials.

The department said this week that it had aimed 
to house 38,000 veterans permanently in 2022 
and exceeded that goal by 3,401, or 6.3%. The 
number of veterans experiencing homelessness 
nationally dropped by 11% since 2020.

“There are thousands of formerly homeless 
veterans who are going to sleep tonight in good, 
safe, stable homes — and there’s nothing more 
important than that,” VA Secretary Denis 
McDonough said in a statement. “This is great 
progress, but it’s just the beginning. We at VA 
will not rest until the phrase ‘homeless veteran’ is 
a thing of the past.”

Veterans make up nearly 7% of the adult 
homeless population, according to a December 
2022 report by the U.S. Interagency Council on 
Homelessness.

Former service members are more likely than 

civilians to end up homeless due to a higher risk 
of traumatic brain injuries, post-traumatic stress 
disorder and other conditions that impact 
reintegration into civilian life, according to the 
report. Women veterans in particular are more 
than twice as likely as nonveteran women to 
experience homelessness partly due to military 
sexual trauma.

The VA has worked to combat the problem by 
first providing housing to veterans and then 
health care, job training, legal and education 
support. The department credited those efforts 
for contributing to a 55.3% decline in the number 
of homeless veterans since 2010.

Throughout 2022, the VA found apartments or 
houses for veterans to rent or own and often 
provided a subsidy to make the housing 
affordable. VA staff also helped some veterans 
end their homelessness by reuniting them with 
family and friends, according to the VA.

The department paid extra attention to Los 
Angeles, where the number of homeless veterans 
is higher than any other American city.

McDonough said last February that he wanted 
to get at least 1,500 homeless veterans in Los 
Angeles into permanent housing in 2022. The VA 
said it provided 1,301 permanent housing 
placements to formerly homeless veterans in the 
area last year.

The VA announced in November that an annual 
point-in-time tally showed an 11% decline in 
veteran homelessness since the last full count in 
early 2020. On a single night in January 2022, 
there were 33,136 veterans experiencing 
homelessness compared to 37,252 in 2020.

The decrease represented the biggest drop in 
veteran homelessness in more than five years, 
according to the VA.                                     jjj

VA housed more than 40,000 
homeless veterans in 2022 

Continued from page 1 • The First Capital Savings & Loan Debacle ...

reportedly stated they were going to travel to 
Panama and “do him in.” Having done a 
considerable amount of business with Lowrance 
in 2008, I agreed to assist him, but only if he was 
open and honest with me about his investment 
program. Lowrance signed a contract with me on 
September 18, 2008. On this date Lowrance 
informed me that he had the complete principal 
of every investor who had money invested with 
First Capital Savings & Loan (FCSL) on deposit. 
He agreed to document this guarantee in writing. 
Lowrance also agreed to provide me with a 
complete list of his investors. After Lowrance’s 
usual procrastination, on November 10, 2008, I 
received his documented guarantee regarding 
investor’s principal, and the US~Observer also 
received the client list around this time.

Lowrance owed me a substantial amount but 
informed me on September 18, 2008, that he was 
broke and only had $185,000.00 left to his name, 
besides the investor’s principal. According to 
Lowrance, that was in a fund that could not be 
touched until December 5, 2008, or he would 
lose a great deal of the money due to early 
withdrawal penalties. Lowrance assured me that 
he was refinancing some condos he owned in 
Panama and that he would be paying me from 
those funds. At this time, I advised Lowrance that 
he should update his investors before they 
became any more inflamed. I also advised 
Lowrance to return the investors’ principle. 
Lowrance said this could be done by January 5, 
2009, because it would take him some time to 
acquire the money and time to wire it to 
investors. Lowrance agreed and sent this 
information via email to all his investors.

With things not adding up and investors 
reaching out to us privately, the US~Observer 
began investigating Lowrance and FCSL. On 
November 14, 2008, Jeff sent an email to an 
impeccable source stating that he had $42 
million dollars on deposit – we continued with 
our investigation. January 5th came and went 
without one word from Lowrance, nor his 
promised return of the investors’ principle.

Lowrance committed fraud against me on 
January 5, 2009, as he was supposed to pay me an 
approximated $150,000.00 that he owed me. He 
also committed fraud against his four hundred 

and forty FCSL investors by lying to them. 
However, it was my belief and hope, as well as 
those working on this case with me, that 
Lowrance was simply trying to keep investor’s 
capital as long as possible to trade with, and that 
he would soon return it.

On January 6, 2009, I was contacted by Carlos 
Olmos, one of Lowrance’s employees in Panama 
City, Panama. Carlos stated that he had 
confronted Jeff about returning the investor’s 
money. He told Jeff that he couldn’t handle all 
the calls from angry investors. According to 
Olmos, Lowrance informed him that he wasn’t 
about to return all the investor’s money and walk 
away without any money after 4 years of hard 
work. This coincides with the Observer’s firm 
opinion that Lowrance has millions tucked away 
that he doesn’t want to part with. Carlos Olmos 
had already parted ways with Lowrance, 
informing the “King of Forex” not to contact him 
anymore.

Just  days after  January 6,  2009,  the 
US~Observer sent an email to all investors, 
giving them the opportunity to retain the 
US~Observer to go after the principal they had 
handed over to Lowrance. We gave this 
opportunity since we had interacted with, and 
b e c a m e  v e r y  m u c h  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h , 
approximately a dozen investors during the last 
four months of 2008. In fact, three investors had 
a l r eady  h i r ed  u s  be fo r e  we  s en t  t he 
communication out. A total of 64 investors hired 
us out of a total of over 440 clients of FCSL.

A PONZI SCHEME?

A Ponzi Scheme is a fraudulent investment 
operation that pays returns to investors out of the 
money paid by subsequent investors rather than 
from profit. The term, “Ponzi scheme,” is used 
primarily in the United States, while other 
English-speaking countries do not distinguish 
colloquially between this scheme and other 
pyramid schemes.

The US~Observer set the date of January 28, 
2009, as the final date we would accept contracts 
from investors. On the 29th this writer had a 
phone conversation with Lowrance. I confronted 
Lowrance with the fact that I had received calls 

From page 1 • Victim Reportedly Recants ...

By Ashley Remkus

(The Marshall Project) - Police dogs are 
often portrayed as harmless, loveable 
members of the local police. But many 
departments across the country use dogs as 
weapons, training the animals to bite 
thousands of people every year, causing 
serious and even fatal injuries.A new 
investigation from The Marshall Project, 

AL.com, IndyStar and the Invisible Institute 
exposes the widespread use—and abuse—of 
dogs in police departments across the U.S.

Here are six takeaways from our findings, 
based on data from departments across the 
country, thousands of pages of documents, 
videos and scores of interviews with victims, 
police officers and experts. The main article 
based on the investigation contains more 
information. We will publish more reporting in 
the coming weeks.

1. People are bitten across the country, but 
some cities use biting dogs far more often than 
others. There’s no national database of police 
dog use and who is bitten. Our reporting found 
bites in nearly every state, though data from 
more than 50 police departments shows the 
numbers vary widely by city. Police in 
Chicago almost never deploy dogs for arrests 
and had only one incident from 2017 to 2019. 
Washington, D.C., had five. Seattle had 23. 
New York City, where policy limits their use 
mostly to felony cases, reported 25. By 
contrast, Indianapolis had more than 220 bites 
and Los Angeles reported more than 200 bites 
or dog-related injuries. The Sheriff ’s 
Department in Jacksonville, Florida, had 160 
in this period.

2. Bites can cause life-altering injuries, even 

death. Dogs used in arrests are bred and trained 
to have a bite strong enough to punch through 
sheet metal. Their bites can be more like shark 
attacks, according to experts and medical 
researchers. When they are used on people, 
they can leave harrowing scars, torn muscles 
and dangerous infections. A woman’s scalp 
was torn in California; a man’s vocal cords 
were damaged in Colorado; an Arizona man’s 
face was ripped off.

Occasionally, someone dies after an 
encounter with a police dog. Most recently, a 
51-year-old handyman bled to death after 
being bitten by a police dog in Montgomery, 
Alabama, in 2018.

3. Many people bitten were not violent and 
were suspected of minor crimes—or no crime 
at all. While many police agencies say they use 
dogs only to capture people accused of violent 
crimes or when officers are in danger, our 
review of bites around the country found the 
dogs are frequently used in minor cases: traffic 
violations, shoplifting, mental health checks, 
trespassing and running from police.

4. Most bite victims are men, and studies 
suggest that in some places, they have been 
disproportionately Black. Investigations into 
the police department in Ferguson, Missouri, 
and the Los Angeles County Sheriff ’s 
Department have both found dogs bit non-

White people almost exclusively.
A statistical study found that police dog bites 

sent roughly 3,600 people to emergency rooms 
each year from 2005 to 2013; almost all were 
male and Black men were overrepresented.

5. Police officers sometimes can’t control the 
dogs, worsening injuries. Even when dogs are 
trained to release their bites with a verbal 
command, they sometimes don’t let go. While 
training experts say bites should last seconds, 
we found numerous cases that lasted minutes 
as handlers struggled to pull off the dogs. 
Some experts said that makes injuries worse, 
tearing flesh as the dogs are pulled away.

6 .  There ’s  l i t t l e  accountab i l i ty  o r 
compensation for many bite victims. 
Excessive force lawsuits over dog bites are 
difficult to win. Police officers are often 
shielded from liability, and federal civil rights 
laws don’t typically cover bystanders who are 
bitten by mistake. It can also be hard for 
someone who pleads guilty or gets convicted 
of resisting arrest, or a similar crime, to file a 
lawsuit. Even when victims can bring cases, 
lawyers say they struggle because jurors tend 
to love police dogs.

Go to marshallproject.org and read the 
feature article, "When Police Violence is a 
Dog Bite."                                               jjj

Police Harassed a Man Holding a ‘God Bless the Homeless Vets’ Sign. 
He’s Suing.

By Emma Camp 

(Reason) - Police in two Georgia towns — 
Alpharetta and Blackshear — arrested, 
searched, and even issued criminal citations 
against a man for holding a sign intended to 
raise awareness for homeless veterans. Jeff 
Gray, a U.S. Army veteran himself, says the 
police tried to stop him from exercising his 
First Amendment rights. Now, officials in both 
cities are facing a federal lawsuit.

"Jeff Gray doesn't need a government-issued 
permission slip to speak — the First 
Amendment is his permission slip," said 
Harrison Rosenthal, an attorney for the 
Foundation for Individual Rights and 
Expression (FIRE), a First Amendment 
nonprofit that filed the lawsuits on Gray's 
behalf. "Speaking out in public areas is a core 
First Amendment right, whether government 
officials recognize it or not."

Since 2011, Jeff Gray has uploaded videos of 
himself engaging in what he calls "civil rights 
inves t iga t ions"  in  c i t i es  ac ross  the 
southeastern United States. In these videos, 
Gray peacefully tests whether local law 
enforcement will respect his constitutional 
rights—often by holding a cardboard sign with 
a message about homeless veterans or 
recording police during routine traffic stops. 
Frequently, his efforts result in arrests, “I've 
been arrested at least eight or nine times," Gray 
tells Reason. "What I've learned from these 
investigations is that if they think that you're a 
homeless person, they don't treat you as an 
equal human. They treat you as less than 
human."

In January 2022, Gray was harassed by 

Alpharetta police as he stood outside city hall 
holding a sign that read "God Bless Homeless 
Vets." Video footage released by FIRE shows 
Gray peacefully standing with the sign, 
occasionally saying "God bless the homeless 
veterans" to passersby. But Gray was soon 
interrupted. According to the lawsuit, a city 
councilman told Gray there was "no 
panhandling here" and directed a nearby 
police officer, Arick Furr, to order Gray to 
leave the area.

When Gray refused to leave, Furr demanded 
Gray's identification. According to the 
lawsuit, "Gray declined and asked Lt. Furr to 
describe the 'reasonable, articulable suspicion 
that crime is afoot,' to justify his demand that 
Gray show him an identification card." Furr 
responded by again telling Gray that 
"panhandling" is illegal in the city, adding "I'm 
not going to deal with you," before 
handcuffing Gray. Making matters worse, Furr 
turned off Gray's camera despite his 
objections. According to the lawsuit, in a later 
disciplinary report, Furr conceded that he 
"knew that he should not have manipulated the 
camera and should have allowed the camera to 
continue to record."

Another officer, Harold Shoffeitt, soon 
joined Furr. The pair, after attempting to 
interrogate Gray, eventually released him. 
However, Furr created a "CRIMINAL 
TRESPASS WARNING" against Gray 
ordering him not to return to the area for one 
year.

Gray also faced police harassment in the 
small town of Blackshear. According to that 
lawsuit, Gray was engaged in a similar 
demonstration in August 2021 when he was 

stopped by the local police chief, who told 
Gray that he could protest only if he first 
obtained a permit, adding that the law was 
"kind of silly, but that's what the rules are." 
Gray refused to leave and was issued a 
criminal citation for violating the local 
ordinance, though the citation was later 
dropped.

In the lawsuits against both cities, FIRE 
challenges a local law. In the case of 
Alpharetta, the suit claims that the city's anti-
panhandling law is overly broad and a content-
based restriction on speech, arguing that 
simply asking others for money in a public 
space is clearly protected by the First 
Amendment. And even if the law were 
constitutional, the law would not apply to 
Gray, because he was not panhandling.

In the suit against Blackshear, FIRE argues 
that the city's law requiring formal permission 
to protest is also clearly unconstitutional, 
writing that "the public parks, streets, and 
sidewalks of the City of Blackshear, including 
the sidewalks in front of Blackshear City Hall, 
are traditional public fora, immemorially held 
in trust for the use of the public to 
communicate thoughts or discuss public 
questions."

In addition to other claims, the lawsuit 
against Alpharetta also singles out Furr and 
Shoffeitt for retaliating against Gray for 
engaging in First Amendment–protected 
speech, illegally compelling him to identify 
himself, and interfering with this right to film 
police activity.

"I  have been harassed,  t respassed, 
handcuffed and arrested countless times for 
peacefully exercising my First Amendment 

rights," Gray said in a recent press release. 
"My intention is to ensure that all Americans 
from the wealthiest millionaire to the poorest 
homeless person can exercise these rights 
without fear of consequence from our 
government."

With these lawsuits, FIRE hopes "that cities 
will take a look at their ordinances and their 
statutes and their regulations and dust off old 
dusty law books and make sure there's nothing 
unconstitutional lingering in there," FIRE 
Attorney Adam Steinbaugh tells Reason. "If 
you have an old law that's just sitting around 
and it's unconstitutional, sooner or later, a 
police officer's going to pick up that book and 
throw it at somebody.”                              jjj

We Spent A Year Investigating Police Dogs. Here Are Six Takeaways.

By Michael Snyder

(End Of The American Dream) - Why are 
global authorities suddenly so concerned that 
the bird flu might start spreading widely 
among humans?  And why is the mainstream 
media suddenly filled with extremely 
alarming stories about the disease?  Just a few 
days ago, Dr. Tedros Ghebreyesus, the 
director-general of the World Health 
Organization, made headlines all over the 
globe when he ominously warned that “we 
must prepare” for the possibility of a bird flu 
pandemic among humans.  Why is he issuing 
such a warning now?  Does he know 
something that the rest of us do not?  If such a 
pandemic were to erupt, the consequences 
could potentially be catastrophic.  The 
COVID pandemic paralyzed the planet for a 
couple of years even though the death rate was 
very low.  Well, the death rate for bird flu in 
humans can be around 50 percent depending 
on the strain, and so just imagine the panic that 
would ensue if it were to start spreading 
widely.

Since early last year, the bird flu has resulted 
in the deaths of more than 58 million birds here 
in the United States, but as long as the disease 
stayed in birds scientists weren’t going to be 
too alarmed.

Unfortunately, H5N1 has now started to 
spread among mammals.

Lots of them.
In fact, dozens of mammals have already 

caught the disease in the United States alone…
The H5N1 virus has been detected in more 

than 120 wild mammals in the US in 2022 and 
2023 including red foxes, skunks, and even 
grizzly bears — a troubling step in the road 

toward human infection.
And more cases in mammals in the U.S. 

continue to pop up.  In fact, on Friday it was 
being reported that a black bear and a 
mountain lion in Colorado both tested 
positive…

Colorado’s worst-ever avian flu outbreak has 
crossed over into more mammals, including a 
black bear put down in Huerfano County and a 
mountain lion found dead in Gunnison 
County, state wildlife officials said Thursday.

Of course H5N1 is not just spreading among 
mammals here in the United States.

Over in the UK, “nine otters and foxes” have 
tested positive…

In the UK, the Animal and Plant Health 
Agency (APHA) has tested 66 mammals, 
including seals, and found nine otters and 
foxes were positive for highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1.

Over in Scotland, four dead seals were found 
to have H5N1, and across the Atlantic in Peru a 
whopping 500 sea lions “were found dead with 
H5N1”…

If you have been alarmed by what I have 
shared with you so far, this next item should 
really get to you.

In Spain, over 50,000 minks had to be wiped 
out because H5N1 was rapidly spreading 
among them…

More than 50,000 minks were euthanized at 
a Spanish farm because of an avian influenza 
outbreak. Some researchers are concerned 
about the possible spread to humans.

So why are those minks so important?
Well, it turns out that minks have “a 

respiratory system very similar to humans”…
But when the virus was analyzed, it was 

revealed that the mink were infected with a 

n e w  v a r i a n t  o f 
avian flu, including 
genetic mutations that are known to make it 
easier to spread in mammals. This is 
“uncharted territory,” Wendy Puryear, a 
virologist at Tufts University in Medford, 
Massachusetts, told Nature News. It presents a 
severe problem because mink have a 
respiratory system very similar to humans.

It appears that we are dangerously close to a 
strain of H5N1 that will be able to spread quite 
easily among humans.

And if such a strain does get loose, the death 
toll could potentially be catastrophic…

It can be very deadly, with a mortality rate as 
high as 50% in the cases where bird flu has 
jumped directly from birds to farmers and 
other handlers, Schaffner said.

Every time the virus replicates, it can mutate 
into a version the human immune system has 
never seen before. “That makes it harder for 
our immune systems to fight the infection,” 
Arias said. “When they get to humans, the 
adaptations tend to be accompanied by high 
virulence, which means infections are severe 
with high mortality.”

If you thought that the restrictions and the 
mandates under COVID were bad, just 
imagine what a global H5N1 pandemic would 
look like.

People would be dropping like flies and we 
would see tyranny on a scale that most of us 
don’t even want to imagine right now.

According to WebMD, a new H5N1 vaccine 
will soon be tested on poultry here in the 
United States…

The Biden administration will test a vaccine 
that could be given to poultry to counter the 
current bird flu outbreak that has killed about 

58 million birds, mostly in commercial poultry 
flocks.

These would be the first vaccine given to 
poultry to protect against avian influenza in 
years. Poultry are already vaccinated for 
diseases like infectious bronchitis, and shots 
have been licensed for past outbreaks.

And it is also being reported that an H5N1 
vaccine for humans “has been approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration”…

A vaccine for H5N1 has been approved by 
the Food and Drug Administration for people 
18 through 64 years who are at increased risk 
of exposure, according to an agency 
spokesperson.

The country has a small supply of vaccine, a 
spokesperson from the Health and Human 
Services told USA TODAY. The vaccine can 
be used to match against strains with pandemic 
potential and scale-up as needed, which health 
experts estimate could take up to six months.

Hopefully there will not be a bird flu 
pandemic any time soon.

But if one does erupt, you need to be 
prepared for an extended nightmare scenario.

We have entered a period of time when great 
pandemics will become a regular occurrence, 
and mad scientists are cooking up more deadly 
bugs in secret labs all over the planet every 
single day.

This is just one of the reasons why I am 
strongly encouraging my readers to make 
preparations ahead of time while they still 
have an opportunity to do so.

Because as we have seen, once a deadly bug 
gets loose it can travel all over the world at a 
speed that is absolutely breathtaking.        jjj

Are They Telling Us What is Coming Next?
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COMMENTARY Your Right to Speak Out

“

By John & Nisha Whitehead

(The Rutherford Institute) - Step 
away from the blinders that partisan 
politics uses to distract, divide and 
conquer, and you will find that we 
are drowning in a cesspool of 
problems that individually and 
collectively threaten our lives, 
liberties, prosperity and happiness.

These are not problems the 
politicians want to talk about, let 
alone address, yet we cannot afford 
to ignore them much longer.

Foreign interests are buying up 
our farmland and holding our 
national debt. As of 2021, foreign 
persons and entities owned 40.8 
million acres of U.S. agricultural 
land, 47% of which was forestland, 
29% in cropland, and 22% in 
pastureland. Foreign land holdings 
have increased by an average of 2.2 
million acres per year since 2015. 
Foreign countries also own $7.4 
trillion worth of U.S. national debt, 
with Japan and China ranked as our 
two largest foreign holders of our 
debt.

Corporate and governmental 
censorship have created digital 
dictators. While the “Twitter files” 
revealed the lengths to which the 
FBI has gone to monitor and censor 
s o c i a l  m e d i a  c o n t e n t ,  t h e 
government has been colluding with 

the tech sector for some time now in 
order to silence its critics and target 
“dangerous” speech in the name of 
fighting so-called disinformation. 
The threat  of  being labelled 
“disinformation” is being used to 
undermine anyone who asks 
questions, challenges the status quo, 
and engages in critical thinking.

Middle- and lower-income 
Americans are barely keeping up. 
Rising costs of housing, food, gas 
and other necessities are presenting 
nearly insurmountable hurdles 
towards financial independence for 
the majority of households who are 
scrambling to make ends meet. 
Meanwhile, mounting layoffs in the 
tens of thousands are adding to the 
fiscal pain.

The government is attempting to 
weaponize mental health care. 
Increasingly, in communities across 
the  nat ion,  pol ice  are  being 
empowered to forcibly detain 
individuals they believe might be 
mentally ill, even if they pose no 
danger to others. While these 
programs are ostensibly aimed at 
getting the homeless off the streets, 
w h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e 
government’s ongoing efforts to 
predict who might pose a threat to 
public safety based on mental health 
sensor data (tracked by wearable 
data and monitored by government 
agencies such as HARPA), the 
specter of mental health round-ups 
begins to sound less far-fetched.

The military’s global occupation 
is spreading our resources thin 
and endangering us at home. 
America’s war spending and 
commitment to policing the rest of 

the world are bankrupting the nation 
a n d  s p r e a d i n g  o u r  t r o o p s 
dangerously thin. In 2022 alone, the 
U.S. approved more than $50 billion 
in aid for Ukraine, half of which 
went towards military spending, 
with more on the way. The U.S. also 
maintains some 750 military bases 
in 80 countries around the world.

Deepfakes, AI and virtual reality 
are blurring the line between 
reality and a computer-generated 
illusion. Powered by AI software, 
deepfake audio and video move us 
into an age where it is almost 
impossible to discern what is real, 
especially as it relates to truth and 
disinformation. At the same time, 
the technology sector continues to 
use virtual reality to develop a 
d i g i t a l  u n i v e r s e — t h e 
metaverse—that is envisioned as 
b e i n g  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i n  o u r 
evolutionary transformation from a 
h u m a n - d r i v e n  s o c i e t y  t o  a 
technological one.

Advances in technology are 
outstripping our ability to protect 
ourselves from its menacing side, 
both in times of rights, humanity 
and workforce. In the absence of 
constitutional protections in place to 
guard against encroachments on our 
rights in the electronic realm, we 
desperately need an Electronic Bill 
of Rights that protects “we the 
people” from predatory surveillance 
and data-mining business practices.

T h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  a l i g n e d 
themselves with the police state. In 
one ruling after another, the courts 
have used the doctrine of qualified 
immunity to shield police officers 
from accountability for misconduct, 

tacitly giving them a green light to 
act as judge, jury and executioner on 
the populace. All the while, police 
violence, the result of training that 
emphasizes brute force over 
constitutional restraints, continues 
to endanger the public.

The nation’s dependence on 
foreign imports has fueled a $1 
trill ion trade deficit.  While 
analysts have pointed to the 
burgeoning trade deficit as a sign 
that the U.S. economy is growing, it 
underscores the extent to which very 
little is actually made in America 
anymore.

World governments, including 
the U.S., continue to use national 
crises such as COVID-19 to 
expand their emergency powers. 
None are willing to relinquish these 
powers when the crisis passes. 
According to the Brennan Center for 
Justice, the U.S. government still 
h a s  4 2  d e c l a r e d  n a t i o n a l 
emergencies in effect, allowing it to 
sidestep constitutional protocols 
that maintain a system of checks and 
b a l an ces .  F o r  i n s t an ce ,  t h e 
emergency declared after the 9/11 
has yet to be withdrawn.

The nation’s infrastructure is 
rapidly falling apart. Many of the 
country’s roads, bridges, airports, 

dams, levees and water systems are 
woefully outdated and in dire need 
of overhauling, and have fallen 
behind that of other developed 
countries in recent years. The 
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  C i v i l 
Engineers estimates that crumbling 
infrastructure costs every American 
household $3,300 in hidden costs a 
year due to lost time, increased fuel 
consumption while sitting in traffic 
jams, and extra car repairs due to 
poor road conditions.

The nation is about to hit a 
healthcare crisis. Despite the fact 
that the U.S. spends more on health 
care than any other high-income 
country, it has the worst health 
outcomes than its peer nations. 
Experts are also predicting a 
collapse in the U.S. health care 
system as the medical community 
deals with growing staff shortages 
and shuttered facilities.

These are just a small sampling of 
the many looming problems that 
threaten to overwhelm us in the near 
future.

Thus far, Americans seem inclined 
to just switch the channel, tune out 
what they don’t want to hear, and 
tune into their own personal echo 
chambers.

Yet as I make clear in my book 
Battlefield America: The War on the 
American People and in its fictional 
counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, 
no amount of escapism can shield us 
from the harsh reality that the danger 
in our midst  is  posed by an 
e n t r e n c h e d  g o v e r n m e n t 
bureaucracy that has no regard for 
the Constitution, Congress, the 
courts or the citizenry.             jjj
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I Thought I Was Saving Trans Kids. 
Now I’m Blowing the Whistle.

By Billy Binion

(Reason) - Can you do prison time 
for a criminal charge of which you 
were never convicted?

I'd venture that most would 
assume the answer is “no.” They 
would be wrong.

Known as acquitted conduct 
sentencing, the practice allows 
judges to bloat a prison term when 
sentencing a defendant by punishing 
them for a separate charge or 
charges on which a jury deemed 
them not guilty.

It's attracted a wide coalition of 
critics across the political spectrum. 

And now it may be 
h e a d i n g  t o  t h e 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t , 
w h i c h  w i l l  s o o n 
d e c i d e  i f  i t  w i l l 
consider one such 
c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e 
practice that has been 
deemed by many to be 
plainly illegal.

The petition in front 
of  the  high cour t 
concerns Dayonta McClinton, who, 
at 17 years old, robbed a CVS 
Pharmacy at gunpoint to steal drugs. 
The government also alleged that he 
shot one of his conspirators, Malik 
Perry, though a jury ultimately 
acquitted McClinton of causing 
Perry's death.

But the court overseeing the case 
disregarded that acquittal, agreeing 
with the government's request that 

McClinton should explicitly serve 
time for a crime that the prosecutors 
failed to convince a jury he 
c o m m i t t e d .  T h e  s e n t e n c i n g 
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  M c C l i n t o n ' s 
convictions prescribed a term of 
57–71 months. He instead received 
228 months, or 19 years.

McClinton is  not  the f i rs t . 
Americans for Prosperity (AFP), the 
libertarian-conservative think tank 

which filed an amicus 
brief on behalf of 
M c C l i n t o n , 
synthesized several 
o t h e r  u n l u c k y 
defendants .  Those 
include Erick Osby, 
who was convicted of 
two drug charges but 
sentenced as if he was 
convicted of seven; 
Roger White, who was 

acquitted on firearm charges but 
sentenced to an additional 14 years 
as if he had not been; and a group of 
men colloquially dubbed the 
“Congress Park Crew” that was 
convicted of distributing small 
amounts of crack cocaine but 
sentenced to terms between 15 and 
19 years in prison, based on charges 
for which the jury handed down not-
guilty verdicts.

The slate of briefs before the Court 
in support of McClinton is diverse. 
In addition to AFP, it includes 
petitions from the libertarian Cato 
Institute, the bipartisan Due Process 
Institute, the National Association 
of Federal Public Defenders and 
Famil ies  Agains t  Mandatory 
Minimums, as well as, perhaps most 
notably, 17 retired federal judges 
f r o m  v a r i o u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
appo in tments  and  d ivergen t 
ideological backgrounds.

But negative backlash to this 
practice has, for years, crisscrossed 
partisan lines, drawing uneasiness 
from Supreme Court Justices Brett 
Kavanaugh and Clarence Thomas 
and former Justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Antonin Scalia, and 
Anthony Kennedy. The Court now 
has a chance to enshrine those 
reservations into law.               jjj

A Jury Acquitted Them of Various Charges 
They Served Prison Time for Them Anyway

By Jamie Reed

(The Free Press) - I am a 42-year-
old St. Louis native, a queer woman, 
and politically to the left of Bernie 
Sanders. My worldview has deeply 
shaped my career. I have spent my 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  p r o v i d i n g 
c o u n s e l i n g  t o  v u l n e r a b l e 
populations: children in foster care, 
sexual minorities, the poor. 

For almost four years, I worked at 
The Washington University School 
of Medicine Division of Infectious 
Diseases with teens and young 
adults who were HIV positive. 
Many of them were trans or 
otherwise gender nonconforming, 
and I  could  re la te :  Through 
childhood and adolescence, I did a 
lot of gender questioning myself. 
I’m now married to a transman, and 
together we are raising my two 
biological children from a previous 
marriage and three foster children 
we hope to adopt. 

All that led me to a job in 2018 as a 
case manager at The Washington 
University Transgender Center at St. 
Louis Children's Hospital, which 
had been established a year earlier. 

The center’s working assumption 
was that the earlier you treat kids 
with gender dysphoria, the more 
anguish you can prevent later on. 
This premise was shared by the 
center’s doctors and therapists. 
Given their expertise, I assumed that 
abundant evidence backed this 
consensus. 

During the four years I worked at 
the clinic as a case manager—I was 
responsible for patient intake and 
oversight—around a thousand 
distressed young people came 
through our doors. The majority of 
t h e m  r e c e i v e d  h o r m o n e 
prescriptions that can have life-
altering consequences—including 
sterility. 

I left the clinic in November of last 
year because I could no longer 
participate in what was happening 
there. By the time I departed, I was 
certain that the way the American 
medical system is treating these 
patients is the opposite of the 
promise we make to “do no harm.” 
Instead,  we are permanently 
harming the vulnerable patients in 
our care.

Today I am speaking out. I am 
doing so knowing how toxic the 
public conversation is around this 
highly contentious issue—and the 
ways that my testimony might be 
misused. I am doing so knowing that 

I am putting myself at serious 
personal and professional risk.

Almost everyone in my life 
advised me to keep my head down. 
But I cannot in good conscience do 
so. Because what is happening to 
scores of children is far more 
important than my comfort. And 
what is happening to them is morally 
and medically appalling.

THE FLOODGATES OPEN

Soon after my arrival at the 
Transgender Center, I was struck by 
the lack of formal protocols for 
treatment. The center’s physician 
co-directors were essentially the 
sole authority.

At first, the patient population was 
tipped toward what used to be the 
“traditional” instance of a child with 
gender dysphoria: a boy, often quite 
young, who wanted to present 
as—who wanted to be—a girl. 

Until 2015 or so, a very small 
number of these boys comprised the 
population of pediatric gender 
dysphoria cases. Then, across the 
Western world, there began to be a 
d rama t i c  i nc rease  in  a  new 
population: Teenage girls, many 
with no previous history of gender 
distress, suddenly declared they 
were transgender and demanded 
i m m e d i a t e  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h 
testosterone. 

I certainly saw this at the center. 
One of my jobs was to do intake for 
new patients and their families. 
When I started there were probably 
10 such calls a month. When I left 
there were 50, and about 70 percent 
of the new patients were girls. 
Sometimes clusters of girls arrived 
from the same high school. 

This concerned me, but didn’t feel 
I was in the position to sound some 
kind of alarm back then. There was a 
team of about eight of us, and only 
one other person brought up the 
kinds of questions I had. Anyone 
who raised doubts ran the risk of 
being called a transphobe. 

The girls who came to us had many 
comorbidities: depression, anxiety, 
ADHD, eating disorders, obesity. 
Many were diagnosed with autism, 
or had autism-like symptoms. A 
report last year on a British pediatric 
transgender center found that about 
one-third of the patients referred 
there were on the autism spectrum.

Frequently, our patients declared 
they had disorders that no one 
believed they had. We had patients 
who  sa id  they  had  Toure t t e 
syndrome (but they didn’t); that they 
had tic disorders (but they didn’t); 
that they had multiple personalities 
(but they didn’t). 

The doctors privately recognized 
these false self-diagnoses as a 
manifestation of social contagion. 
They even acknowledged that 

suicide has an element 
of social contagion. But 
when I said the clusters 
of girls streaming into 
our service looked as if 
their  gender  issues 
m i g h t  b e  a 
manifestation of social 
contagion, the doctors 
said gender identity 
reflected something 
innate.

To begin transitioning, 
the girls needed a letter 
o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  a 
therapist — usually one 
we recommended — 
who they had to see only 
once or twice for the 
green light. To make it more 
efficient for the therapists, we 
offered them a template for how to 
write a letter in support of transition. 
The next stop was a single visit to the 
endocrinologist for a testosterone 
prescription. 

That’s all it took. 
When a female takes testosterone, 

the profound and permanent effects 
of the hormone can be seen in a 
matter of months. Voices drop, 
b e a r d s  s p r o u t ,  b o d y  f a t  i s 
redistributed. Sexual interest 
explodes, aggression increases, and 
mood can be unpredictable. Our 
patients were told about some side 
effects, including sterility. But after 
working at the center, I came to 
believe that teenagers are simply not 
capable of fully grasping what it 
means to make the decision to 
become infertile while still a minor. 

SIDE EFFECTS

Many encounters with patients 
emphasized to me how little these 
young people understood the 
profound impacts changing gender 
would have on their bodies and 
minds. But the center downplayed 
the negative consequences, and 
emphasized the need for transition. 
As the center’s website said, “Left 
untreated, gender dysphoria has any 
number of consequences, from self-
harm to suicide. But when you take 
away the gender dysphoria by 
allowing a child to be who he or she 
is, we’re noticing that goes away. 
The studies we have show these kids 
o f t e n  w i n d  u p  f u n c t i o n i n g 
psychosocially as well as or better 
than their peers.” 

There are no reliable studies 
s h o w i n g  t h i s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e 
experiences of many of the center’s 
patients prove how false these 
assertions are. 

Here’s an example. On Friday, 
May 1, 2020, a colleague emailed 
me about a 15-year-old male patient: 
“Oh dear. I am concerned that [the 
patient] does not understand what 
Bicalutamide does.” I responded: “I 

don’t think that we start anything 
honestly right now.”

Bicalutamide is a medication used 
to treat metastatic prostate cancer, 
and one of its side effects is that it 
feminizes the bodies of men who 
take it, including the appearance of 
breasts. The center prescribed this 
cancer drug as a puberty blocker and 
feminizing agent for boys. As with 
most cancer drugs, bicalutamide has 
a long list of side effects, and this 
patient experienced one of them: 
liver toxicity. He was sent to another 
unit of the hospital for evaluation 
and immediately taken off the drug. 
Afterward, his mother sent an 
e l e c t r o n i c  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e 
Transgender Center saying that we 
were lucky her family was not the 
type to sue.

How little patients understood 
what they were getting into was 
illustrated by a call we received at 
the center in 2020 from a 17-year-
old biological female patient who 
was on testosterone. She said she 
was bleeding from the vagina. In 
less than an hour she had soaked 
through an extra heavy pad, her 
jeans, and a towel she had wrapped 
around her waist. The nurse at the 
center  told her  to  go to  the 
emergency room right away.

We found out later this girl had had 
i n t e r c o u r s e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e 
testosterone thins the vaginal 
tissues, her vaginal canal had ripped 
open. She had to be sedated and 
given surgery to repair the damage. 
She wasn’t  the only vaginal 
laceration case we heard about.

Other girls were disturbed by the 
effects of testosterone on their 
clitoris, which enlarges and grows 
into what looks like a microphallus, 
or a tiny penis. I counseled one 
patient whose enlarged clitoris now 
extended below her vulva, and it 
chafed and rubbed painfully in her 
jeans. I advised her to get the kind of 
compression undergarments worn 
by biological men who dress to pass 
as female. At the end of the call I 
thought to myself, “Wow, we hurt 
this kid.” 

There are rare conditions in which 
babies are born with atypical 
genitalia—cases that call for 
sophisticated care and compassion. 
But clinics like the one where I 
worked are creating a whole cohort 
of kids with atypical genitals—and 
most of these teens haven’t even had 
sex yet. They had no idea who they 
were going to be as adults. Yet all it 
took for them to permanently 
transform themselves was one or 
two short conversations with a 
therapist.

Being put on powerful doses of 
testosterone or estrogen—enough to 
t ry  t o  t r i ck  you r  body  in to 
mimicking the opposite sex—-
affects the rest of the body. I doubt 
that any parent who's ever consented 
to give their kid testosterone (a 
lifelong treatment) knows that 
they’re also possibly signing their 
k i d  u p  f o r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e 
medication, cholesterol medication, 
and perhaps sleep apnea and 
diabetes. 

But sometimes the parents’ 
understanding of what they had 
agreed to do to their children came 
forcefully: 

NEGLECTED AND 
MENTALLY ILL PATIENTS

Besides teenage girls, another new 
group was referred to us: young 
p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  i n p a t i e n t 
psychiatric unit, or the emergency 
department, of St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital. The mental health of these 
kids was deeply concerning—there 
were diagnoses like schizophrenia, 
PTSD, bipolar disorder, and more. 
Often they were already on a fistful 
of pharmaceuticals.

This was tragic, but unsurprising 
given the profound trauma some had 
been through. Yet no matter how 
much suffering or pain a child had 
endured, or how little treatment and 
love they had received, our doctors 
viewed gender transition—even 
with all the expense and hardship it 
entailed—as the solution.

Some weeks it felt as though 

Judge Holds Federal Bureau of Prisons in Contempt for 
Allowing Man to Waste Away from Untreated Cancer

By C.J. Ciaramella 

(Reason) - In a scathing opinion, a federal 
judge held the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) in 
civil contempt and levied sanctions against the 
agency last week for allowing an incarcerated 
man to waste away from untreated cancer, as 
well as for willfully ignoring and misleading 
the court.

U.S. District Judge Roy 
Dalton for the Middle District 
of Florida wrote that the BOP 
should be “deeply ashamed” of 
how i t  t rea ted  the  now-
deceased inmate Frederick 
Bardell. Its actions, he said, 
were “inconsistent with the 
moral values of a civilized 
society and unworthy of the 
Department of Justice of the 
United States of America.”

Bardell was convicted in 
2012 of downloading child 
pornography from a peer-to-
peer file sharing website and 
sentenced to 151 months in 
federal prison. But he was not 
sentenced to death by medical neglect, and he 
was ostensibly protected by the Eighth 
Amendment's prohibition on cruel and 
unusual punishment, as are all incarcerated 
people, no matter how heinous their crimes. 
That includes the right to basic health care 
behind bars.

Nevertheless, the BOP allowed a highly 
treatable colon cancer to progress until Bardell 
was terminally ill, all while insisting in court 
that there was no evidence he had cancer and 
that he was receiving appropriate, timely care.

In addition to holding the BOP and Kristi 
Zook, the warden of Seagoville Federal 
Correctional Institution, in contempt, Dalton 
ordered the BOP to pay Bardell's parents 
nearly $500 to reimburse them the airline 
ticket they purchased to get their dying son 
home. Dalton also requested that the attorney 
general and the Office of Inspector General for 

the Justice Department investigate the 
circumstances of Bardell's death.

“It takes a deeply rotten culture to make 
otherwise decent people act as these prison 
officials did,” Kevin Ring, president of the 
criminal justice advocacy group FAMM, says. 
“The BOP is in desperate need of independent 
oversight.”

Medical neglect in U.S. prisons and jails is an 
ongoing constitutional disaster. Earlier this 
year, federal judges also held the Arizona and 
Illinois prison systems in contempt for failing 
to address gruesome medical neglect within 
their walls. The infamous Rikers Island jail 
complex in New York City is also under threat 
of being put in receivership by a federal judge 

because of chronic corruption, 
violence, and preventable 
deaths.

Reason also reported in 2020 
on several allegations of fatal 
medical neglect inside FCI 
Aliceville, a federal women's 
prison in Alabama.

Earlier this month, bipartisan 
legislation was introduced in 
both the House and Senate that 
would create an independent 
ombudsman to act as a BOP 
watchdog. Criminal justice 
advocacy groups say Bardell's 
case is exactly the sort of 
incident that makes such a 
position necessary.

Bardell filed a motion for 
compassionate release — a process through 
which terminally ill inmates can be afforded 
the comfort of returning home for their last 
days — in November of 2020, arguing that he 
likely had advanced colon cancer. An affidavit 
from a doctor accompanying his motion said 
he had “a high likelihood of having cancer of 
the colon with likely metastasis to the liver.”

The BOP and federal prosecutors, in their 
opposition to Bardell's motion, argued that 
while Bardell had liver lesions, no one had 
determined his condition was life-threatening; 
they assured the judge that Bardell was 
receiving adequate medical treatment. Dalton 
denied Bardell's motion.

Bardel l  f i led  a  second mot ion  for 
compassionate release in February of 2021, 
this time with an affidavit from an oncologist. 
The oncologist wrote that a more than year-
long delay in getting Bardell a colonoscopy 

after he first noticed rectal 
bleeding “allowed this 
tumor to progress from a 
stage III with an average 
cure rate of 71 percent in 
November 2019 to a stage 
IV disease in September 
2020.”

That delay, the doctor 
stated, would, “more likely 
than not, cost Mr. Bardell 
his life in a matter of weeks 
to months.”

The government again 
opposed Bardell's motion, 
a r g u i n g ,  a s  D a l t o n 
s u m m a r i z e d  i t  i n  h i s 
opinion, “that it was not 
even definitive that Mr. 
Bardell had cancer—let 
alone terminal cancer.”

This time, a disgusted 
Judge Dalton ordered the 
BOP to free Bardella as soon 
as the U.S. Probation Office 
crafted a proper release plan for him. But the 
Bureau of Prisons defied Dalton's order and 
instead immediately released Bardell. The 
prison directed Bardell's parents to pay nearly 
$500 for an airline ticket to fly their dying son 
back home on a commercial flight.

Although he had to be pushed out of prison in 
a wheelchair, a BOP van dropped Bardell off 
on a curb outside the Dallas/Fort Worth airport 
without a wheelchair and left him there. 
Bardell was weak, as well as bleeding and 
soiling himself, but he managed to navigate 
the airports, layovers, and connecting flights 
through the help of good Samaritans. When he 
arrived back in Florida to meet his parents, 
“his father had to take off his own shirt and put 
it on the seat of [Bardell's lawyer's] car to 
absorb the blood and feces,” Dalton's opinion 
says.

Bardell died in the hospital nine days later. 
Pictures accompanying Dalton's order show 
Bardell severely emaciated.

Dalton's opinion is worth quoting at length:

While the sanctions imposed are remedial in 
nature and restricted by law, the Court 
admonishes the BOP and Warden Zook for 
their blatant violation of a Court Order and 
sheer disregard for human dignity. The BOP 
as an institution and Warden Zook as an 

individual should be deeply ashamed of the 
circumstances surrounding the last stages of 
Mr. Bardell's incarceration and indeed his life. 
No individual who is incarcerated by order of 
the Court should be stripped of his right to 
simple human dignity as a consequence. The 
purposes of incarceration, which include 
rehabilitation, deterrence, and punishment, do 
not include depriving a human being of the 
fundamental right to a life with some 
semblance of dignity. The treatment Mr. 
Bardell received in the last days of his life is 
inconsistent with the moral values of a 
civilized society and unworthy of the 
Department of Justice of the United States of 
America….

The Court is hopeful that in some small way, 
these proceedings will illuminate the BOP's 
arrogant—and wholly mistaken—notion that 
it is beyond reproach and the reach of the 
Court. It is not. If any institution should 
embody respect for the Rule of Law, it is an 
agency that operates under the aegis of the 
Department of Justice. This Court will do 
everything in its power to ensure that the BOP 
is held to account for its demonstrated 
contempt for the safety and dignity of the 
human lives in its care.

The BOP did not respond to a request for 
comment.                                                  jjj

The Supreme Court may soon consider if acquitted conduct sentencing is illegal.

Continued on page 13

Judge Roy Dalton

Frederick Mervin Bardell
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COMMENTARY Your Right to Speak Out

“

By John & Nisha Whitehead

(The Rutherford Institute) - Step 
away from the blinders that partisan 
politics uses to distract, divide and 
conquer, and you will find that we 
are drowning in a cesspool of 
problems that individually and 
collectively threaten our lives, 
liberties, prosperity and happiness.

These are not problems the 
politicians want to talk about, let 
alone address, yet we cannot afford 
to ignore them much longer.

Foreign interests are buying up 
our farmland and holding our 
national debt. As of 2021, foreign 
persons and entities owned 40.8 
million acres of U.S. agricultural 
land, 47% of which was forestland, 
29% in cropland, and 22% in 
pastureland. Foreign land holdings 
have increased by an average of 2.2 
million acres per year since 2015. 
Foreign countries also own $7.4 
trillion worth of U.S. national debt, 
with Japan and China ranked as our 
two largest foreign holders of our 
debt.

Corporate and governmental 
censorship have created digital 
dictators. While the “Twitter files” 
revealed the lengths to which the 
FBI has gone to monitor and censor 
s o c i a l  m e d i a  c o n t e n t ,  t h e 
government has been colluding with 

the tech sector for some time now in 
order to silence its critics and target 
“dangerous” speech in the name of 
fighting so-called disinformation. 
The threat  of  being labelled 
“disinformation” is being used to 
undermine anyone who asks 
questions, challenges the status quo, 
and engages in critical thinking.

Middle- and lower-income 
Americans are barely keeping up. 
Rising costs of housing, food, gas 
and other necessities are presenting 
nearly insurmountable hurdles 
towards financial independence for 
the majority of households who are 
scrambling to make ends meet. 
Meanwhile, mounting layoffs in the 
tens of thousands are adding to the 
fiscal pain.

The government is attempting to 
weaponize mental health care. 
Increasingly, in communities across 
the  nat ion,  pol ice  are  being 
empowered to forcibly detain 
individuals they believe might be 
mentally ill, even if they pose no 
danger to others. While these 
programs are ostensibly aimed at 
getting the homeless off the streets, 
w h e n  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e 
government’s ongoing efforts to 
predict who might pose a threat to 
public safety based on mental health 
sensor data (tracked by wearable 
data and monitored by government 
agencies such as HARPA), the 
specter of mental health round-ups 
begins to sound less far-fetched.

The military’s global occupation 
is spreading our resources thin 
and endangering us at home. 
America’s war spending and 
commitment to policing the rest of 

the world are bankrupting the nation 
a n d  s p r e a d i n g  o u r  t r o o p s 
dangerously thin. In 2022 alone, the 
U.S. approved more than $50 billion 
in aid for Ukraine, half of which 
went towards military spending, 
with more on the way. The U.S. also 
maintains some 750 military bases 
in 80 countries around the world.

Deepfakes, AI and virtual reality 
are blurring the line between 
reality and a computer-generated 
illusion. Powered by AI software, 
deepfake audio and video move us 
into an age where it is almost 
impossible to discern what is real, 
especially as it relates to truth and 
disinformation. At the same time, 
the technology sector continues to 
use virtual reality to develop a 
d i g i t a l  u n i v e r s e — t h e 
metaverse—that is envisioned as 
b e i n g  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i n  o u r 
evolutionary transformation from a 
h u m a n - d r i v e n  s o c i e t y  t o  a 
technological one.

Advances in technology are 
outstripping our ability to protect 
ourselves from its menacing side, 
both in times of rights, humanity 
and workforce. In the absence of 
constitutional protections in place to 
guard against encroachments on our 
rights in the electronic realm, we 
desperately need an Electronic Bill 
of Rights that protects “we the 
people” from predatory surveillance 
and data-mining business practices.

T h e  c o u r t s  h a v e  a l i g n e d 
themselves with the police state. In 
one ruling after another, the courts 
have used the doctrine of qualified 
immunity to shield police officers 
from accountability for misconduct, 

tacitly giving them a green light to 
act as judge, jury and executioner on 
the populace. All the while, police 
violence, the result of training that 
emphasizes brute force over 
constitutional restraints, continues 
to endanger the public.

The nation’s dependence on 
foreign imports has fueled a $1 
trill ion trade deficit.  While 
analysts have pointed to the 
burgeoning trade deficit as a sign 
that the U.S. economy is growing, it 
underscores the extent to which very 
little is actually made in America 
anymore.

World governments, including 
the U.S., continue to use national 
crises such as COVID-19 to 
expand their emergency powers. 
None are willing to relinquish these 
powers when the crisis passes. 
According to the Brennan Center for 
Justice, the U.S. government still 
h a s  4 2  d e c l a r e d  n a t i o n a l 
emergencies in effect, allowing it to 
sidestep constitutional protocols 
that maintain a system of checks and 
b a l an ces .  F o r  i n s t an ce ,  t h e 
emergency declared after the 9/11 
has yet to be withdrawn.

The nation’s infrastructure is 
rapidly falling apart. Many of the 
country’s roads, bridges, airports, 

dams, levees and water systems are 
woefully outdated and in dire need 
of overhauling, and have fallen 
behind that of other developed 
countries in recent years. The 
A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  o f  C i v i l 
Engineers estimates that crumbling 
infrastructure costs every American 
household $3,300 in hidden costs a 
year due to lost time, increased fuel 
consumption while sitting in traffic 
jams, and extra car repairs due to 
poor road conditions.

The nation is about to hit a 
healthcare crisis. Despite the fact 
that the U.S. spends more on health 
care than any other high-income 
country, it has the worst health 
outcomes than its peer nations. 
Experts are also predicting a 
collapse in the U.S. health care 
system as the medical community 
deals with growing staff shortages 
and shuttered facilities.

These are just a small sampling of 
the many looming problems that 
threaten to overwhelm us in the near 
future.

Thus far, Americans seem inclined 
to just switch the channel, tune out 
what they don’t want to hear, and 
tune into their own personal echo 
chambers.

Yet as I make clear in my book 
Battlefield America: The War on the 
American People and in its fictional 
counterpart The Erik Blair Diaries, 
no amount of escapism can shield us 
from the harsh reality that the danger 
in our midst  is  posed by an 
e n t r e n c h e d  g o v e r n m e n t 
bureaucracy that has no regard for 
the Constitution, Congress, the 
courts or the citizenry.             jjj

www.usobserver.com US~Observer • Page 9

COMMENTARY"Our lives begin to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter." --Martin Luther King, Jr.

Distract, Divide and Conquer: 
The Painful Truth About the State of Our Union

The views expressed herein are the author’s own.
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I Thought I Was Saving Trans Kids. 
Now I’m Blowing the Whistle.

By Billy Binion

(Reason) - Can you do prison time 
for a criminal charge of which you 
were never convicted?

I'd venture that most would 
assume the answer is “no.” They 
would be wrong.

Known as acquitted conduct 
sentencing, the practice allows 
judges to bloat a prison term when 
sentencing a defendant by punishing 
them for a separate charge or 
charges on which a jury deemed 
them not guilty.

It's attracted a wide coalition of 
critics across the political spectrum. 

And now it may be 
h e a d i n g  t o  t h e 
S u p r e m e  C o u r t , 
w h i c h  w i l l  s o o n 
d e c i d e  i f  i t  w i l l 
consider one such 
c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e 
practice that has been 
deemed by many to be 
plainly illegal.

The petition in front 
of  the  high cour t 
concerns Dayonta McClinton, who, 
at 17 years old, robbed a CVS 
Pharmacy at gunpoint to steal drugs. 
The government also alleged that he 
shot one of his conspirators, Malik 
Perry, though a jury ultimately 
acquitted McClinton of causing 
Perry's death.

But the court overseeing the case 
disregarded that acquittal, agreeing 
with the government's request that 

McClinton should explicitly serve 
time for a crime that the prosecutors 
failed to convince a jury he 
c o m m i t t e d .  T h e  s e n t e n c i n g 
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  M c C l i n t o n ' s 
convictions prescribed a term of 
57–71 months. He instead received 
228 months, or 19 years.

McClinton is  not  the f i rs t . 
Americans for Prosperity (AFP), the 
libertarian-conservative think tank 

which filed an amicus 
brief on behalf of 
M c C l i n t o n , 
synthesized several 
o t h e r  u n l u c k y 
defendants .  Those 
include Erick Osby, 
who was convicted of 
two drug charges but 
sentenced as if he was 
convicted of seven; 
Roger White, who was 

acquitted on firearm charges but 
sentenced to an additional 14 years 
as if he had not been; and a group of 
men colloquially dubbed the 
“Congress Park Crew” that was 
convicted of distributing small 
amounts of crack cocaine but 
sentenced to terms between 15 and 
19 years in prison, based on charges 
for which the jury handed down not-
guilty verdicts.

The slate of briefs before the Court 
in support of McClinton is diverse. 
In addition to AFP, it includes 
petitions from the libertarian Cato 
Institute, the bipartisan Due Process 
Institute, the National Association 
of Federal Public Defenders and 
Famil ies  Agains t  Mandatory 
Minimums, as well as, perhaps most 
notably, 17 retired federal judges 
f r o m  v a r i o u s  p r e s i d e n t i a l 
appo in tments  and  d ivergen t 
ideological backgrounds.

But negative backlash to this 
practice has, for years, crisscrossed 
partisan lines, drawing uneasiness 
from Supreme Court Justices Brett 
Kavanaugh and Clarence Thomas 
and former Justices Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Antonin Scalia, and 
Anthony Kennedy. The Court now 
has a chance to enshrine those 
reservations into law.               jjj

A Jury Acquitted Them of Various Charges 
They Served Prison Time for Them Anyway

By Jamie Reed

(The Free Press) - I am a 42-year-
old St. Louis native, a queer woman, 
and politically to the left of Bernie 
Sanders. My worldview has deeply 
shaped my career. I have spent my 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i f e  p r o v i d i n g 
c o u n s e l i n g  t o  v u l n e r a b l e 
populations: children in foster care, 
sexual minorities, the poor. 

For almost four years, I worked at 
The Washington University School 
of Medicine Division of Infectious 
Diseases with teens and young 
adults who were HIV positive. 
Many of them were trans or 
otherwise gender nonconforming, 
and I  could  re la te :  Through 
childhood and adolescence, I did a 
lot of gender questioning myself. 
I’m now married to a transman, and 
together we are raising my two 
biological children from a previous 
marriage and three foster children 
we hope to adopt. 

All that led me to a job in 2018 as a 
case manager at The Washington 
University Transgender Center at St. 
Louis Children's Hospital, which 
had been established a year earlier. 

The center’s working assumption 
was that the earlier you treat kids 
with gender dysphoria, the more 
anguish you can prevent later on. 
This premise was shared by the 
center’s doctors and therapists. 
Given their expertise, I assumed that 
abundant evidence backed this 
consensus. 

During the four years I worked at 
the clinic as a case manager—I was 
responsible for patient intake and 
oversight—around a thousand 
distressed young people came 
through our doors. The majority of 
t h e m  r e c e i v e d  h o r m o n e 
prescriptions that can have life-
altering consequences—including 
sterility. 

I left the clinic in November of last 
year because I could no longer 
participate in what was happening 
there. By the time I departed, I was 
certain that the way the American 
medical system is treating these 
patients is the opposite of the 
promise we make to “do no harm.” 
Instead,  we are permanently 
harming the vulnerable patients in 
our care.

Today I am speaking out. I am 
doing so knowing how toxic the 
public conversation is around this 
highly contentious issue—and the 
ways that my testimony might be 
misused. I am doing so knowing that 

I am putting myself at serious 
personal and professional risk.

Almost everyone in my life 
advised me to keep my head down. 
But I cannot in good conscience do 
so. Because what is happening to 
scores of children is far more 
important than my comfort. And 
what is happening to them is morally 
and medically appalling.

THE FLOODGATES OPEN

Soon after my arrival at the 
Transgender Center, I was struck by 
the lack of formal protocols for 
treatment. The center’s physician 
co-directors were essentially the 
sole authority.

At first, the patient population was 
tipped toward what used to be the 
“traditional” instance of a child with 
gender dysphoria: a boy, often quite 
young, who wanted to present 
as—who wanted to be—a girl. 

Until 2015 or so, a very small 
number of these boys comprised the 
population of pediatric gender 
dysphoria cases. Then, across the 
Western world, there began to be a 
d rama t i c  i nc rease  in  a  new 
population: Teenage girls, many 
with no previous history of gender 
distress, suddenly declared they 
were transgender and demanded 
i m m e d i a t e  t r e a t m e n t  w i t h 
testosterone. 

I certainly saw this at the center. 
One of my jobs was to do intake for 
new patients and their families. 
When I started there were probably 
10 such calls a month. When I left 
there were 50, and about 70 percent 
of the new patients were girls. 
Sometimes clusters of girls arrived 
from the same high school. 

This concerned me, but didn’t feel 
I was in the position to sound some 
kind of alarm back then. There was a 
team of about eight of us, and only 
one other person brought up the 
kinds of questions I had. Anyone 
who raised doubts ran the risk of 
being called a transphobe. 

The girls who came to us had many 
comorbidities: depression, anxiety, 
ADHD, eating disorders, obesity. 
Many were diagnosed with autism, 
or had autism-like symptoms. A 
report last year on a British pediatric 
transgender center found that about 
one-third of the patients referred 
there were on the autism spectrum.

Frequently, our patients declared 
they had disorders that no one 
believed they had. We had patients 
who  sa id  they  had  Toure t t e 
syndrome (but they didn’t); that they 
had tic disorders (but they didn’t); 
that they had multiple personalities 
(but they didn’t). 

The doctors privately recognized 
these false self-diagnoses as a 
manifestation of social contagion. 
They even acknowledged that 

suicide has an element 
of social contagion. But 
when I said the clusters 
of girls streaming into 
our service looked as if 
their  gender  issues 
m i g h t  b e  a 
manifestation of social 
contagion, the doctors 
said gender identity 
reflected something 
innate.

To begin transitioning, 
the girls needed a letter 
o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  a 
therapist — usually one 
we recommended — 
who they had to see only 
once or twice for the 
green light. To make it more 
efficient for the therapists, we 
offered them a template for how to 
write a letter in support of transition. 
The next stop was a single visit to the 
endocrinologist for a testosterone 
prescription. 

That’s all it took. 
When a female takes testosterone, 

the profound and permanent effects 
of the hormone can be seen in a 
matter of months. Voices drop, 
b e a r d s  s p r o u t ,  b o d y  f a t  i s 
redistributed. Sexual interest 
explodes, aggression increases, and 
mood can be unpredictable. Our 
patients were told about some side 
effects, including sterility. But after 
working at the center, I came to 
believe that teenagers are simply not 
capable of fully grasping what it 
means to make the decision to 
become infertile while still a minor. 

SIDE EFFECTS

Many encounters with patients 
emphasized to me how little these 
young people understood the 
profound impacts changing gender 
would have on their bodies and 
minds. But the center downplayed 
the negative consequences, and 
emphasized the need for transition. 
As the center’s website said, “Left 
untreated, gender dysphoria has any 
number of consequences, from self-
harm to suicide. But when you take 
away the gender dysphoria by 
allowing a child to be who he or she 
is, we’re noticing that goes away. 
The studies we have show these kids 
o f t e n  w i n d  u p  f u n c t i o n i n g 
psychosocially as well as or better 
than their peers.” 

There are no reliable studies 
s h o w i n g  t h i s .  I n d e e d ,  t h e 
experiences of many of the center’s 
patients prove how false these 
assertions are. 

Here’s an example. On Friday, 
May 1, 2020, a colleague emailed 
me about a 15-year-old male patient: 
“Oh dear. I am concerned that [the 
patient] does not understand what 
Bicalutamide does.” I responded: “I 

don’t think that we start anything 
honestly right now.”

Bicalutamide is a medication used 
to treat metastatic prostate cancer, 
and one of its side effects is that it 
feminizes the bodies of men who 
take it, including the appearance of 
breasts. The center prescribed this 
cancer drug as a puberty blocker and 
feminizing agent for boys. As with 
most cancer drugs, bicalutamide has 
a long list of side effects, and this 
patient experienced one of them: 
liver toxicity. He was sent to another 
unit of the hospital for evaluation 
and immediately taken off the drug. 
Afterward, his mother sent an 
e l e c t r o n i c  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e 
Transgender Center saying that we 
were lucky her family was not the 
type to sue.

How little patients understood 
what they were getting into was 
illustrated by a call we received at 
the center in 2020 from a 17-year-
old biological female patient who 
was on testosterone. She said she 
was bleeding from the vagina. In 
less than an hour she had soaked 
through an extra heavy pad, her 
jeans, and a towel she had wrapped 
around her waist. The nurse at the 
center  told her  to  go to  the 
emergency room right away.

We found out later this girl had had 
i n t e r c o u r s e ,  a n d  b e c a u s e 
testosterone thins the vaginal 
tissues, her vaginal canal had ripped 
open. She had to be sedated and 
given surgery to repair the damage. 
She wasn’t  the only vaginal 
laceration case we heard about.

Other girls were disturbed by the 
effects of testosterone on their 
clitoris, which enlarges and grows 
into what looks like a microphallus, 
or a tiny penis. I counseled one 
patient whose enlarged clitoris now 
extended below her vulva, and it 
chafed and rubbed painfully in her 
jeans. I advised her to get the kind of 
compression undergarments worn 
by biological men who dress to pass 
as female. At the end of the call I 
thought to myself, “Wow, we hurt 
this kid.” 

There are rare conditions in which 
babies are born with atypical 
genitalia—cases that call for 
sophisticated care and compassion. 
But clinics like the one where I 
worked are creating a whole cohort 
of kids with atypical genitals—and 
most of these teens haven’t even had 
sex yet. They had no idea who they 
were going to be as adults. Yet all it 
took for them to permanently 
transform themselves was one or 
two short conversations with a 
therapist.

Being put on powerful doses of 
testosterone or estrogen—enough to 
t ry  t o  t r i ck  you r  body  in to 
mimicking the opposite sex—-
affects the rest of the body. I doubt 
that any parent who's ever consented 
to give their kid testosterone (a 
lifelong treatment) knows that 
they’re also possibly signing their 
k i d  u p  f o r  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e 
medication, cholesterol medication, 
and perhaps sleep apnea and 
diabetes. 

But sometimes the parents’ 
understanding of what they had 
agreed to do to their children came 
forcefully: 

NEGLECTED AND 
MENTALLY ILL PATIENTS

Besides teenage girls, another new 
group was referred to us: young 
p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  i n p a t i e n t 
psychiatric unit, or the emergency 
department, of St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital. The mental health of these 
kids was deeply concerning—there 
were diagnoses like schizophrenia, 
PTSD, bipolar disorder, and more. 
Often they were already on a fistful 
of pharmaceuticals.

This was tragic, but unsurprising 
given the profound trauma some had 
been through. Yet no matter how 
much suffering or pain a child had 
endured, or how little treatment and 
love they had received, our doctors 
viewed gender transition—even 
with all the expense and hardship it 
entailed—as the solution.

Some weeks it felt as though 

Judge Holds Federal Bureau of Prisons in Contempt for 
Allowing Man to Waste Away from Untreated Cancer

By C.J. Ciaramella 

(Reason) - In a scathing opinion, a federal 
judge held the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) in 
civil contempt and levied sanctions against the 
agency last week for allowing an incarcerated 
man to waste away from untreated cancer, as 
well as for willfully ignoring and misleading 
the court.

U.S. District Judge Roy 
Dalton for the Middle District 
of Florida wrote that the BOP 
should be “deeply ashamed” of 
how i t  t rea ted  the  now-
deceased inmate Frederick 
Bardell. Its actions, he said, 
were “inconsistent with the 
moral values of a civilized 
society and unworthy of the 
Department of Justice of the 
United States of America.”

Bardell was convicted in 
2012 of downloading child 
pornography from a peer-to-
peer file sharing website and 
sentenced to 151 months in 
federal prison. But he was not 
sentenced to death by medical neglect, and he 
was ostensibly protected by the Eighth 
Amendment's prohibition on cruel and 
unusual punishment, as are all incarcerated 
people, no matter how heinous their crimes. 
That includes the right to basic health care 
behind bars.

Nevertheless, the BOP allowed a highly 
treatable colon cancer to progress until Bardell 
was terminally ill, all while insisting in court 
that there was no evidence he had cancer and 
that he was receiving appropriate, timely care.

In addition to holding the BOP and Kristi 
Zook, the warden of Seagoville Federal 
Correctional Institution, in contempt, Dalton 
ordered the BOP to pay Bardell's parents 
nearly $500 to reimburse them the airline 
ticket they purchased to get their dying son 
home. Dalton also requested that the attorney 
general and the Office of Inspector General for 

the Justice Department investigate the 
circumstances of Bardell's death.

“It takes a deeply rotten culture to make 
otherwise decent people act as these prison 
officials did,” Kevin Ring, president of the 
criminal justice advocacy group FAMM, says. 
“The BOP is in desperate need of independent 
oversight.”

Medical neglect in U.S. prisons and jails is an 
ongoing constitutional disaster. Earlier this 
year, federal judges also held the Arizona and 
Illinois prison systems in contempt for failing 
to address gruesome medical neglect within 
their walls. The infamous Rikers Island jail 
complex in New York City is also under threat 
of being put in receivership by a federal judge 

because of chronic corruption, 
violence, and preventable 
deaths.

Reason also reported in 2020 
on several allegations of fatal 
medical neglect inside FCI 
Aliceville, a federal women's 
prison in Alabama.

Earlier this month, bipartisan 
legislation was introduced in 
both the House and Senate that 
would create an independent 
ombudsman to act as a BOP 
watchdog. Criminal justice 
advocacy groups say Bardell's 
case is exactly the sort of 
incident that makes such a 
position necessary.

Bardell filed a motion for 
compassionate release — a process through 
which terminally ill inmates can be afforded 
the comfort of returning home for their last 
days — in November of 2020, arguing that he 
likely had advanced colon cancer. An affidavit 
from a doctor accompanying his motion said 
he had “a high likelihood of having cancer of 
the colon with likely metastasis to the liver.”

The BOP and federal prosecutors, in their 
opposition to Bardell's motion, argued that 
while Bardell had liver lesions, no one had 
determined his condition was life-threatening; 
they assured the judge that Bardell was 
receiving adequate medical treatment. Dalton 
denied Bardell's motion.

Bardel l  f i led  a  second mot ion  for 
compassionate release in February of 2021, 
this time with an affidavit from an oncologist. 
The oncologist wrote that a more than year-
long delay in getting Bardell a colonoscopy 

after he first noticed rectal 
bleeding “allowed this 
tumor to progress from a 
stage III with an average 
cure rate of 71 percent in 
November 2019 to a stage 
IV disease in September 
2020.”

That delay, the doctor 
stated, would, “more likely 
than not, cost Mr. Bardell 
his life in a matter of weeks 
to months.”

The government again 
opposed Bardell's motion, 
a r g u i n g ,  a s  D a l t o n 
s u m m a r i z e d  i t  i n  h i s 
opinion, “that it was not 
even definitive that Mr. 
Bardell had cancer—let 
alone terminal cancer.”

This time, a disgusted 
Judge Dalton ordered the 
BOP to free Bardella as soon 
as the U.S. Probation Office 
crafted a proper release plan for him. But the 
Bureau of Prisons defied Dalton's order and 
instead immediately released Bardell. The 
prison directed Bardell's parents to pay nearly 
$500 for an airline ticket to fly their dying son 
back home on a commercial flight.

Although he had to be pushed out of prison in 
a wheelchair, a BOP van dropped Bardell off 
on a curb outside the Dallas/Fort Worth airport 
without a wheelchair and left him there. 
Bardell was weak, as well as bleeding and 
soiling himself, but he managed to navigate 
the airports, layovers, and connecting flights 
through the help of good Samaritans. When he 
arrived back in Florida to meet his parents, 
“his father had to take off his own shirt and put 
it on the seat of [Bardell's lawyer's] car to 
absorb the blood and feces,” Dalton's opinion 
says.

Bardell died in the hospital nine days later. 
Pictures accompanying Dalton's order show 
Bardell severely emaciated.

Dalton's opinion is worth quoting at length:

While the sanctions imposed are remedial in 
nature and restricted by law, the Court 
admonishes the BOP and Warden Zook for 
their blatant violation of a Court Order and 
sheer disregard for human dignity. The BOP 
as an institution and Warden Zook as an 

individual should be deeply ashamed of the 
circumstances surrounding the last stages of 
Mr. Bardell's incarceration and indeed his life. 
No individual who is incarcerated by order of 
the Court should be stripped of his right to 
simple human dignity as a consequence. The 
purposes of incarceration, which include 
rehabilitation, deterrence, and punishment, do 
not include depriving a human being of the 
fundamental right to a life with some 
semblance of dignity. The treatment Mr. 
Bardell received in the last days of his life is 
inconsistent with the moral values of a 
civilized society and unworthy of the 
Department of Justice of the United States of 
America….

The Court is hopeful that in some small way, 
these proceedings will illuminate the BOP's 
arrogant—and wholly mistaken—notion that 
it is beyond reproach and the reach of the 
Court. It is not. If any institution should 
embody respect for the Rule of Law, it is an 
agency that operates under the aegis of the 
Department of Justice. This Court will do 
everything in its power to ensure that the BOP 
is held to account for its demonstrated 
contempt for the safety and dignity of the 
human lives in its care.

The BOP did not respond to a request for 
comment.                                                  jjj

The Supreme Court may soon consider if acquitted conduct sentencing is illegal.

Continued on page 13

Judge Roy Dalton

Frederick Mervin Bardell



WANTED

exemplify how important it is to have the 
US~Observer uncover the facts and fight for you.

By Edward Snook
Investigative Reporter

On December 31, 1999, a demand was made on 
First Mountain Bank of Big Bear, Calif., for $15 
million on behalf of investors who were literally 
bilked out of their life savings. The bank was given 
until January 4, 2000, to settle the demand in lieu of 
being sued in federal court.

Settlement had not been reached by the deadline 
and a lawsuit was filed in the U.S. District Court for 
the State of Oregon in Eugene on January 5, 2000.

Approximately thirty plaintiffs claimed that 
Dennis Schollenburg, past president of First 
Mountain, helped Tom Miller steal millions from 
them.

THE PLAYERS

From 1996 through 1999,  Tom Mil ler 
represented himself as head of the “Gideon 
Group.” Under this guise, Miller talked at meetings 
and with individuals around the country 
convincing them to invest in financial ventures. 
Most people assumed Miller was representing the 
Gideon Bible Group, as he would talk of Jesus and 
of helping people. Miller expertly passed himself 
off as a morally sound “holy man”, who was both 
believed and accepted by people from nearly every 
state in America.

Dennis Schollenburg was president of the FDIC 
insured First Mountain Bank during the time 
Miller was out peddling his investments. Miller 
would tell his investors that they should call the 
bank to see if their money would be secure and ask 
the bank president if the investment was a sound 
one. According to investors who attended a 
meeting with Miller, “He told us he wasn’t going to 
give us Schollenburg’s phone number, that he 
wanted us to obtain it ourselves so we would be 
assured we were actually dealing with an FDIC 
insured bank.”

According to witnesses, Schollenburg also 
“floated” money for investors, set up accounts for 
them and discretely helped Miller to sell 
unsuspecting investors. According to one investor, 
“Tom Miller told me to call the president of the 
bank if I had any doubts about my investment. I 
called Mr. Schollenburg and he assured me that the 
money I had coming would soon be on its way. He 
said it had been ‘tied up’ in a bank in New York City 
by officials but was due to be released soon. I didn’t 
question my investment after talking with him …”

Our investigation has shown that both Miller and 
Schollenburg have spent the past few years living a 
“rich and famous” lifestyle. Schollenburg lives in a 
semi-mansion on one of the greens of a prestigious 
golf course in Palm Springs and Miller, while 
living and traveling like a millionaire, purchased a 
$5,000 antique rocking chair on one occasion.

The more than dubious duo are reported to have 
invested client money in the Bahamas, Canada, 
California and elsewhere for their personal gain. 
One witness informed The Oregon Observer that 
Schollenburg and Miller were looking at 
purchasing a Lear Jet, and that they were making 
plans to start their own bank in Canada.

The Oregon Observer began an investigation of 

Tom Miller in August 1999, when one of Miller’s 
investors retained us to go after Miller and help 
them recover their investment. As head of 
investigations for the Oregon Observer, I was able 
to secure $80,000 for them, which resulted in other 
investors coming to the Oregon Observer for help.

I was able to recover for some additional 
investors, however, Miller and Schollenburg soon 
realized they couldn’t continue paying out as they 
had spent much of the stolen money. At that point I 
was about to inform the investors that it wouldn’t 
be worth the time going after Miller, I discovered 
that Schollenburg was intricately involved in 
Miller’s scam. This fact presented a whole new 
scenario regarding the possibility of recovery.

As I started digging further into Dennis 
Schollenburg and the bank, I discovered that other 
bank employees (loan officers) were involved in 
this cunning scheme. In fact, I was informed by a 
highly credible source that, “Schollenburg was 
actually the kingpin for the operation.”

The Oregon Observer learned that the Oregon 
and California state attorney generals’ offices, the 
FBI and other regulatory and law enforcement 
agencies had been aware of Schollenburg and 
Miller’s activities for well over a year. We could 
only assume the reason law enforcement didn’t 
clamp down on this scam was that they were after 
bigger fish. However, the fact remains, many 
people have been hurt including some elderly and 
others who spent their entire retirements investing 
with Miller and Schollenburg, long after 
authorities had the opportunity to stop their 
activities.

One investor lost his home, and another was 
forced out of retirement and back into the 
workplace.

As the Oregon Observer got closer to uncovering 
the full extent of the bank’s involvement, the bank 
fired Schollenburg and replaced him with Doug 
Shearer as the new president of First Mountain 
Bank. This was obviously done for the purpose of 
cleaning up after Schollenburg and the others.

With this added to the mix, I decided to bring 
attorney Terrence McCauley on board to file suit 
and make a demand on the bank.

It was at this point that government took notice 
and law enforcement became concerned, going 
after Schollenburg and Miller. We had also been 
informed that the bank launched its own 
investigation with Schollenburg as their focus.

Why did it take a demand and a subsequent 
lawsuit for authorities to kick into action? This 
question brings up the possibility of liability on the 
part of those in law enforcement who knew about 
the scam but allowed Schollenburg and Miller to 
continue their activities.

In the end, the Oregon Observer, was able to 
secure investment dollars back for the individuals 
who hired us, while also providing the government 
key information that aided in the prosecution of 
this investment ring.

Bottom line, the Oregon Observer got the job 
done when law enforcement, government 
regulators, bank officials and attorneys couldn’t.

Editor’s Note: Time is certainly of the essence 
regarding financial scam cases. If you have been 
stolen from, scammed or damaged regarding 
finances, do not procrastinate – pick up 
your phone and call the US~Observer at 
(541) 474-7885.                                               jjj
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  Adult Protective 

Services is Used

as a Guardian’s 

Weapon

ADVERTISEMENT

From California, a victim writes:

“As of 04/12/19 the conservator succeeded 
in getting an elder abuse restraining order 
filed against me citing of all things, elder 
abuse on my part. This was done to ensure 
further isolation of my mother at an assisted 
care facility & to prevent me from helping 
her explore ways of somehow breaking free 
from a conservatorship she initially 
opposed.”

A Florida victim writes:

“...it was the hospital and hospital’s attorney 
who activated DCF against me. I did 
absolutely nothing wrong and I was 
eventually cleared by the investigation. The 
allegations were totally false and came out of 
thin air. It took an enormous amount of 
energy and time to clear my name which 
derailed any other efforts to effectively 
intercede in the guardianship itself.”

From a  r ecen t ly  comple t ed 
investigative report from the clerk 
of a Circuit Court in Florida:

“... a friend of the ward was his designated 
healthcare surrogate and held a durable 
power of attorney for him. Soon after she 
began to question the need for a guardian to 
be appointed, she discovered she was under 
investigation by the Florida Department of 
children and families Adult Protective 
Services on suspicion of elder abuse or 
exploitation. She was later cleared of any 
wrongdoing by the investigation. This is the 
second investigation involving (guardian) 
Rebecca Fierli this office has worked 
recently where a friend or family member 
who questioned the need for guardianship 
found themselves under DCF investigation. 
In both instances the subjects were cleared in 
the investigation. In both cases the 
complaints were submitted anonymously.”

Victims and advocates have long known 
that the apparatus of justice is often used 
to exploit and abuse wards and their 
families. Over the years, court insiders 
have not been reluctant to falsely accuse 
anyone who opposes them of the most 
heinous crimes. It is common for family 
members who oppose the guardianship to 
be referred to as elder abusers, evildoers, 
criminals, thieves and even murderers. 
Once enunciated before an equity probate 
judge and absent any opportunity to rebut 
the charges, these allegations, though 
false, unsubstantiated and egregious, are 
the lens through which the court sees a 
litigant. From that point forward he or she 
has absolutely no chance of prevailing in 
any probate litigation. But to emphasize 
how broken the system is, a guardian need 
only place a phone call to a colleague in 
Adult Protective Services who can then 
easily proceed to do the guardians dirty-
work for free. The target of this type of 
dirty trick has absolutely no chance at 
anything even resembling justice.

Law enforcement is highly prone to 
ignoring complaints about abuse by 
lawyers and guardians and judges, but 
they are Johnny on the spot to falsely 
accuse and persecute anyone who stands 
in the way of guardianships. This is 
nothing new. It has been going on for 
decades.

This is just further proof that the 
guardianship racketeers will go to any 
lengths to propagate and perpetuate their 
egregious “industry” no matter what the 
consequences.

This will not stop until these courtroom 
criminals are convicted of their crimes.

Become a member of 
Americans Against 

Abusive Probate 
Guardianship today!

Go to: https://aaapg.net/join/ 
or call 855-913-5337

This ad was provided to this publication by The 
Alliance Against Predatory Guardians, an 

Oregon Group.

Continued from page 1 • Fraudulent Investment Scheme Thwarted ...

facility where her mother was homed by her 
guardian, Ann Yela, didn’t kill her mom 
through their documented lack of care, or 
documented abuse. 

As previously reported, Dollie retained 
attorney Robert Parker who petitioned the 
court to regain guardianship of her mother, 
and to strip Yela of being the conservator of 
her mother’s almost completely depleted 
estate. With the petition filed with the court 
and the US~Observer’s previous article 
circulating, the pressure mounted. It 
obviously became too much.

On August 24th, 2022 came the news that 
Robert Parker secured a deal with Ann Yela’s 
attorney that would return guardianship back 
to Dollie. The one requirement Yela wanted 
was for Dollie to sign away her ability to sue 
her. 

One has to wonder,  why would a 
guardian/conservator be worried about being 
sued if they were doing right by their wards?

Perhaps it was the fact that most of Clara 
Fambro’s sizeable estate had reportedly been 
sold-off, with property even having been 
purchased by Yela for a steal. It is reported 

that the amount of Clara’s estate devaluation 
far exceeded the cost it took to care for her for 
the time she was Yela’s ward. Maybe it was 
the sub-par care Yela kept Clara in, or the fact 
that she put Clara on hospice reportedly 
without any clinical end-of-life diagnosis.

Dollie reported that she begrudgingly 
agreed to Yela’s demand and signed the 
agreement. She did so to get her mother out 
of the Roselane facility where witnesses, and 
past employees have maintained they drug 
their clients into a stupor, so they are “easier 
to take care of.”

Roselane is the facility where I visited 
Clara in December of 2021, and is where 
Clara reported to this writer that she had been 
abused several times. It is a place that Ann 
Yela had refused to move Clara from after 
having been informed she was being abused 
by US~Observer Editor-in-Chief Edward 
Snook.

Luckily, Clara’s daughter never stopped 
fighting to get her mother back, and out of the 
hands of those who were abusing her.

On September 8, 2022, the court ruled that 
Dollie Fambro was to be her mother’s 

guardian.
In late September, Clara was transported 

from an immediate care facility, in which she 
was provided life-saving measures, to 
Avamere Rehabilitation to begin her road to 
recovery from the “care” she had received at 
Roselane. For a time, it was reportedly touch-
and-go, as Clara had to be weaned off drugs 
that according to her doctors should have 
never been administered by Roselane in the 
first place. Over time, her health rebounded, 
and Clara officially moved into Dollie’s 
home full time on October 23rd of 2022.

Dollie called to report that she loves having 
her mom with her and that she couldn’t have 
accomplished it without the US~Observer, 
s a y i n g ,  “ R o n ,  w h a t  y o u  a n d  t h e 
US~Observer did for me and my mother 
saved her life, as well as mine. It saved us 
emotionally and as a family.” She continued, 
“you saved us from monsters.”

For me, I am happy that Clara will be 
lovingly cared for by a daughter who was 
unwilling to let her mother be disappeared by 
a guardian who obviously feels even she did 
something worth being sued over.         jjj

Traveling to help people who are innocent 
of the crimes they are facing prosecution for 
is extremely expensive.

The US~Observer is asking supporters to 
assist us in finding good quality RVs, travel 
trailers or 5th wheel trailers. Having a self-
contained vehicle or trailer between 28’ and 
36’ long would enable our investigators to 
travel to where the innocent desperately 
need our help – something they otherwise 

just could not afford. If possible, we ask that 
if you have an RV or a travel trailer you 
aren’t using, please donate it to the 
US~Observer, or sell it to us at an affordable 
price.

If you don’t have one, then spread the word 
to your friends and relatives, they just might.

Call: 541-474-7885 
or email: editor@usobserver.com

Please Help Us Help the Innocent

H a v e  y o u  d e s p e r a t e l y 
attempted to get media to cover 
your cause, issue or story of 
injustice? Every activist, every 
person attempting to create 
change, stop abuse, extinguish a 
false prosecution, etc., has faced 
this hurdle. 

The answer is simple: Become 
the press you were unable to 
obtain and make a healthy living 
at the same time you accomplish 
your goal!

Whether you are righting a 
political wrong, fighting against 
f a l s e  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s , 
headlining civil rights abuses, 
and/or exposing corruption on 
any level, having your own 

physical publication is the only 
way to make real change. 

Our professionals are capable 
and efficient at training you to 
p r o d u c e  a n d  f u n d  y o u r 
newspaper, which we will 
custom tailor to meet your 
precise situation. We will guide 
you every step of the way to your 
success.

The fact  is ,  while  other 
newspapers are on the decline, 
the US~Observer is flourishing 
because of its unique business 
model.

Call Today

541-474-7885
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Continued from page 1 • Michael Quiel Continues Fight for Innocence Against IRS / DOJ

“Telling the truth about the justice system.”
--Edward Snook, Editor-in-Chief, US~Observer
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“This book is worth a read!”“This book is worth a read!”

A great many things can be 
said about Monica Edelstein. 
She is currently a Maricopa 
County Judge, presiding over 
family court. From 2006 to 
2013, Edelstein was a trial 
attorney, for the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) in the 
Criminal Tax Division. Then 
from 2013 to 2020 she was an 
Assis tant  United States 
Attorney (AUSA), based out 
of Phoenix, Arizona. And 
while her bio reads like she 
has done “good things” to get 
where  she  i s ,  i t  i s  t he 
definition of what those “good 
things” are that calls into 
question how honorable Monica Edelstein 
truly is.

Appearances are Edelstein had a stellar 
career as a prosecutor, but were her 
prosecutions truly warranted? Or, like many 
other prosecutors, were some of those she 
prosecuted just “lucky enough” to land in 
front of a driven, unrelenting force to 
prosecute at all costs – to hell with justice? 
Based on the US~Observer investigation into 
Michael  Quiel’s  fa lse  cr iminal  tax 
conviction, Monica Edelstein absolutely 
didn’t care about justice, just convicting her 
target.

Since becoming a judge, the US~Observer 
has received numerous calls and emails 
about Judge Edelstein’s behavior in court 
proceedings. Complaints range from 
Edelstein favoring one party over another, 
regardless of evidence, to taking children 
from their parents without cause. In light of 
the fact that Edelstein falsely prosecuted 
Michael Quiel, these complaints are totally 
believable.

In the civil rights lawsuit filed by Michael 
Quiel, who defeated all but one of the now 
proven to be false charges against him, 
Edelstein’s involvement in creating an 
ironclad prosecution against him presumably 
meant she was involved in creating the sole 
testimony against him. That testimony came 
from Quiel’s own tax attorney - a man by the 
name of Christopher Rusch. 

Rusch had “cut a deal” with Edelstein and 
or the IRS, but when asked about it by the 
presiding judge, Edelstein stated that she 
wasn’t aware of any deal. The truth of the 
matter is, Edelstein had to have known that a 
deal had been made with Rusch.

US~Observer’s Editor-in-Chief, Edward 
Snook, stated that Edelstein stepped outside 
of her prosecutorial immunity. “We defeated 
prosecutorial immunity in the James Faire 
murder case in Washington State, and I can 
tell you, our investigation has concluded 
Edelstein knew that Christopher Rusch was 
getting preferential treatment, and she lied to 
the court.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Q u i e l ’s 
lawsuit, he is suing Monica 
Edelstein in both her personal 
and professional capacity. 

“I once heard a federal judge 
say that attorneys lie every day 
in court,” Michael Quiel 
somberly stated to Snook on a 
call. “I know they lied in my 
case and that’s what my civil 
suit is all about. They knew I 
was innocent, and they kept 
coming anyway. Now, I’m 
coming for them, because if we 
don’t have justice in my case, 
we end up having a pattern of 
falsely prosecuting other 
i n n o c e n t 

individuals.”

EX-TAX ATTORNEY 
STILL SCHEMING

Christopher Rusch, after 
being disbarred in the State of 
Cal i fornia ,  convenient ly 
changed his name to Christian 
Reeves so he could continue 
s c a m m i n g  i n n o c e n t 
individuals out of their hard-
earned money – all under the 
not-so-watchful eye of the 
e n t i r e  “ j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ” .  I n  f a c t , 
Rusch/Reeves holds himself out to the 
prospective cl ients  as an expert  in 
expatriating, and in the "art" of offshore 
banking and investing.

EX-WIFE NOW 
LYING IN COURT

Unfortunately for 
Mike,  Victor ia  has 
tapped out of the fight 
and their relationship, 
saying under oath in 
their recent divorce 
proceedings that she 
originally had wanted 
to settle with the IRS 
and not fight. This 
statement of hers is a 
direct contradiction to 
the statement quoted 
from Colonel John Lee 
from Michael Quiel’s 
book “Rigged”.

The suit filed in the 
United States District Court, District of 
Arizona on December 25, 2022, alleges 
Malicious Prosecution, Abuse of Process, 
Tortious Interference and RICO. It lays out 
evidence of collusion between government 
actors and Michael and Victoria’s attorney, 
Rusch/Reeves, all in an effort to convict 
Mike and his business partner for crimes that 

Rusch/Reeves was solely gui l ty  of 
committing. It proves that prosecutors and 
Rusch/Reeves conspired to create testimony 
that would be used to convict Mike and his 
partner. The racketeering was done in an 
effort to adhere to the government’s agenda 
of prosecuting American’s who were using 
foreign banks as tax shelters, with, or in this 
case, without factual guilt.

The biggest evidence of Michael Quiel’s 
innocence was a $500,000.00 overpayment 
of tax refund check paid to Michael and 
Victoria by the IRS while he was being 
prosecuted for “trying to get out of paying 
taxes.” The jury rightly found Mike not 
guilty of conspiracy, and not guilty of FBAR 
violations, however, they wrongly found 

Mike guilty of filing false tax 
re turns  –  keep  in  mind, 
Rusch/Reeves represented 
Michael and Victoria as their 
tax attorney, and they closely 
followed all of his advice.

It cost Michael his freedom 
for over ten months in prison 
and Michael and Victoria 
countless dollars fighting for 
his innocence prior to and 
since. Victoria’s prosecution 
was avoided as Mike acted as 
her shield. Michael worked for 
years and was finally able to get 

Victoria innocent spousal relief just months 
ago. Once Victoria’s spousal relief was in 
place she planned and then initiated divorce 
proceedings to end her marriage with 
Michael. Victoria has obviously opened 

herself up to great civil 
liability with the IRS as 
the civil end of their 
fight over taxes is still 
ongoing.

The US~Observer, 
who has extensively 
investigated Michael 
Q u i e l ’ s  w r o n g f u l 
conviction, as well as 
R u s c h / R e e v e s ’ 
continued f inancial 
scams will continue to 
f i g h t  o n  b e h a l f  o f 
Michael Quiel’s pursuit 
of vindication. Read the 
articles on our complete 
and concise coverage of 
Michael Quiel’s case at 
usobserver.com.

M i c h a e l  Q u i e l 
deserves to have his day in court, and for the 
facts to be justly weighed.

Editor’s Note: Anyone with information 
on wrongdoing on the part of anyone 
named in this article is urged to contact the 
U S ~ O b s e r v e r  b y  c a l l i n g 
541-474-7885 or by sending email to 
editor@usobserver.com.                        jjj

Continued on page 12

Judge Monica Edelstein

Christopher Rusch
aka Christian Reeves

Victoria Quiel

from two new investors of his – one 
investor told me that he invested 
$200,000.00 with Lowrance just several 
months earlier in October. (This investor 
said he had invested under a “new 
program,” not FCSL. They further 
revealed they had just learned of 
Lowrance’s severe problems with FCSL 
clients.) On one phone call, Lowrance 
was trying to tell me he was broke. He 
did not mention one word about the 
funds he supposedly had on deposit, so I 
asked him, “What about all the money 
from your new investors?” Lowrance 
stated that this money was all gone, and 
he offered to show me spread sheets. I 
told him I wasn’t interested, and I wasn’t 
interested in listening to any more of his 
lies.

This fact alerted me to the possibility 
that Lowrance had used “new investor’s 
money” to pay bills related to clients of 
FCSL, which would constitute a Ponzi 
scheme.

Later in the day, I received a call from 
Carlos Olmos and I inquired about the 
new investor’s money. Carlos told me 
that he knew for sure that this money had 
been spent, but that he also knew that Jeff 
had a “lot of money somewhere.” I 
agreed with him, and we ended our 
conversation, however I was left with 
one more piece of evidence pointing to a 
Ponzi scheme.

FACTS ABOUT JEFF LOWRANCE

Everyone associated with Lowrance 
knew or should known that he is a 
pathological liar. According to numerous 
witnesses providing trading data, 
Lowrance had still been trading large 
amounts of currency successfully, while 
claiming to be broke and not paying back 
investors. Lowrance must have had 
plenty of funds or he wouldn’t have been 
able to trade…period.

In 2009, we found Jeff Lowrance was 
no longer able to travel to Panama 
without being arrested for financial 
dishonesty. The FBI and other agencies 
had been repeatedly contacted and 
informed about Lowrance and, to our 
knowledge, they had done nothing about 
this mess. This could mean that they 
didn’t find evidence of a crime, were 
putting together a case, or simply 
showing their incompetence, as they had 

in other investigations the US~Observer 
has conducted.

Carlos confirmed Lowrance had raised 
approximately $60 million dollars over 
the past 4 yrs. Lowrance had a total of 
440-plus people who had invested with 
him, some investing their entire life 
savings. Many investors had been totally 
destroyed.

Lowrance further committed fraud by 
selling “distributorships” to well over 
100 people around the country to his then 
start-up newspaper USA Tomorrow. The 
distributorships were for people who 
wanted to make a “great supplemental 
l i v i n g . ”  L o w r a n c e  o w e d  m a n y 
employees their wages and some 
employees had even invested with him.

Lowrance was a real piece of work. He 
had even deserted his lovely wife and son 
in Panama for a time. I had spoken with 
his wife, who was hurt and confused. She 
had informed me she was intending on 
going back to her home country of Peru 
to be with her family.

Lowrance’s brother Greg had stated, 
“Jeff will do nothing, will not pay out a 
penny, unless absolutely forced to, 
unless it is beaten out of him.”

Well, we forced him. Through the 
US~Observer’s dogged tenacity and 
continued pursuit of him, we were 
instrumental in helping numerous 
investors recover their investments from 
Lowrance before he completely 
disappeared and went on the run from the 
law.

There is one truth, if you are the victim 
of a scam, scheme or other financial 
crime, it is always best to get your money 
back before the government gets their 
man and absconds with the money.

Jeff Lowrance was finally arrested in 
Peru by Interpol, who had reportedly 
been tipped off to his location, and 
brought back to the states where he 
accepted a plea bargain and served years 
in prison for his crimes.

The US~Observer proved that it can’t 
be used as a shield for those who are 
wronging others or are trying to break the 
law.

As it has on many occasions, the 
US~Observer was able to pursue the 
rightful return of investment dollars 
while standing on the side of ultimate 
justice.

jjj
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WANTED

exemplify how important it is to have the 
US~Observer uncover the facts and fight for you.

By Edward Snook
Investigative Reporter

On December 31, 1999, a demand was made on 
First Mountain Bank of Big Bear, Calif., for $15 
million on behalf of investors who were literally 
bilked out of their life savings. The bank was given 
until January 4, 2000, to settle the demand in lieu of 
being sued in federal court.

Settlement had not been reached by the deadline 
and a lawsuit was filed in the U.S. District Court for 
the State of Oregon in Eugene on January 5, 2000.

Approximately thirty plaintiffs claimed that 
Dennis Schollenburg, past president of First 
Mountain, helped Tom Miller steal millions from 
them.

THE PLAYERS

From 1996 through 1999,  Tom Mil ler 
represented himself as head of the “Gideon 
Group.” Under this guise, Miller talked at meetings 
and with individuals around the country 
convincing them to invest in financial ventures. 
Most people assumed Miller was representing the 
Gideon Bible Group, as he would talk of Jesus and 
of helping people. Miller expertly passed himself 
off as a morally sound “holy man”, who was both 
believed and accepted by people from nearly every 
state in America.

Dennis Schollenburg was president of the FDIC 
insured First Mountain Bank during the time 
Miller was out peddling his investments. Miller 
would tell his investors that they should call the 
bank to see if their money would be secure and ask 
the bank president if the investment was a sound 
one. According to investors who attended a 
meeting with Miller, “He told us he wasn’t going to 
give us Schollenburg’s phone number, that he 
wanted us to obtain it ourselves so we would be 
assured we were actually dealing with an FDIC 
insured bank.”

According to witnesses, Schollenburg also 
“floated” money for investors, set up accounts for 
them and discretely helped Miller to sell 
unsuspecting investors. According to one investor, 
“Tom Miller told me to call the president of the 
bank if I had any doubts about my investment. I 
called Mr. Schollenburg and he assured me that the 
money I had coming would soon be on its way. He 
said it had been ‘tied up’ in a bank in New York City 
by officials but was due to be released soon. I didn’t 
question my investment after talking with him …”

Our investigation has shown that both Miller and 
Schollenburg have spent the past few years living a 
“rich and famous” lifestyle. Schollenburg lives in a 
semi-mansion on one of the greens of a prestigious 
golf course in Palm Springs and Miller, while 
living and traveling like a millionaire, purchased a 
$5,000 antique rocking chair on one occasion.

The more than dubious duo are reported to have 
invested client money in the Bahamas, Canada, 
California and elsewhere for their personal gain. 
One witness informed The Oregon Observer that 
Schollenburg and Miller were looking at 
purchasing a Lear Jet, and that they were making 
plans to start their own bank in Canada.

The Oregon Observer began an investigation of 

Tom Miller in August 1999, when one of Miller’s 
investors retained us to go after Miller and help 
them recover their investment. As head of 
investigations for the Oregon Observer, I was able 
to secure $80,000 for them, which resulted in other 
investors coming to the Oregon Observer for help.

I was able to recover for some additional 
investors, however, Miller and Schollenburg soon 
realized they couldn’t continue paying out as they 
had spent much of the stolen money. At that point I 
was about to inform the investors that it wouldn’t 
be worth the time going after Miller, I discovered 
that Schollenburg was intricately involved in 
Miller’s scam. This fact presented a whole new 
scenario regarding the possibility of recovery.

As I started digging further into Dennis 
Schollenburg and the bank, I discovered that other 
bank employees (loan officers) were involved in 
this cunning scheme. In fact, I was informed by a 
highly credible source that, “Schollenburg was 
actually the kingpin for the operation.”

The Oregon Observer learned that the Oregon 
and California state attorney generals’ offices, the 
FBI and other regulatory and law enforcement 
agencies had been aware of Schollenburg and 
Miller’s activities for well over a year. We could 
only assume the reason law enforcement didn’t 
clamp down on this scam was that they were after 
bigger fish. However, the fact remains, many 
people have been hurt including some elderly and 
others who spent their entire retirements investing 
with Miller and Schollenburg, long after 
authorities had the opportunity to stop their 
activities.

One investor lost his home, and another was 
forced out of retirement and back into the 
workplace.

As the Oregon Observer got closer to uncovering 
the full extent of the bank’s involvement, the bank 
fired Schollenburg and replaced him with Doug 
Shearer as the new president of First Mountain 
Bank. This was obviously done for the purpose of 
cleaning up after Schollenburg and the others.

With this added to the mix, I decided to bring 
attorney Terrence McCauley on board to file suit 
and make a demand on the bank.

It was at this point that government took notice 
and law enforcement became concerned, going 
after Schollenburg and Miller. We had also been 
informed that the bank launched its own 
investigation with Schollenburg as their focus.

Why did it take a demand and a subsequent 
lawsuit for authorities to kick into action? This 
question brings up the possibility of liability on the 
part of those in law enforcement who knew about 
the scam but allowed Schollenburg and Miller to 
continue their activities.

In the end, the Oregon Observer, was able to 
secure investment dollars back for the individuals 
who hired us, while also providing the government 
key information that aided in the prosecution of 
this investment ring.

Bottom line, the Oregon Observer got the job 
done when law enforcement, government 
regulators, bank officials and attorneys couldn’t.

Editor’s Note: Time is certainly of the essence 
regarding financial scam cases. If you have been 
stolen from, scammed or damaged regarding 
finances, do not procrastinate – pick up 
your phone and call the US~Observer at 
(541) 474-7885.                                               jjj
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  Adult Protective 

Services is Used

as a Guardian’s 

Weapon

ADVERTISEMENT

From California, a victim writes:

“As of 04/12/19 the conservator succeeded 
in getting an elder abuse restraining order 
filed against me citing of all things, elder 
abuse on my part. This was done to ensure 
further isolation of my mother at an assisted 
care facility & to prevent me from helping 
her explore ways of somehow breaking free 
from a conservatorship she initially 
opposed.”

A Florida victim writes:

“...it was the hospital and hospital’s attorney 
who activated DCF against me. I did 
absolutely nothing wrong and I was 
eventually cleared by the investigation. The 
allegations were totally false and came out of 
thin air. It took an enormous amount of 
energy and time to clear my name which 
derailed any other efforts to effectively 
intercede in the guardianship itself.”

From a  r ecen t ly  comple t ed 
investigative report from the clerk 
of a Circuit Court in Florida:

“... a friend of the ward was his designated 
healthcare surrogate and held a durable 
power of attorney for him. Soon after she 
began to question the need for a guardian to 
be appointed, she discovered she was under 
investigation by the Florida Department of 
children and families Adult Protective 
Services on suspicion of elder abuse or 
exploitation. She was later cleared of any 
wrongdoing by the investigation. This is the 
second investigation involving (guardian) 
Rebecca Fierli this office has worked 
recently where a friend or family member 
who questioned the need for guardianship 
found themselves under DCF investigation. 
In both instances the subjects were cleared in 
the investigation. In both cases the 
complaints were submitted anonymously.”

Victims and advocates have long known 
that the apparatus of justice is often used 
to exploit and abuse wards and their 
families. Over the years, court insiders 
have not been reluctant to falsely accuse 
anyone who opposes them of the most 
heinous crimes. It is common for family 
members who oppose the guardianship to 
be referred to as elder abusers, evildoers, 
criminals, thieves and even murderers. 
Once enunciated before an equity probate 
judge and absent any opportunity to rebut 
the charges, these allegations, though 
false, unsubstantiated and egregious, are 
the lens through which the court sees a 
litigant. From that point forward he or she 
has absolutely no chance of prevailing in 
any probate litigation. But to emphasize 
how broken the system is, a guardian need 
only place a phone call to a colleague in 
Adult Protective Services who can then 
easily proceed to do the guardians dirty-
work for free. The target of this type of 
dirty trick has absolutely no chance at 
anything even resembling justice.

Law enforcement is highly prone to 
ignoring complaints about abuse by 
lawyers and guardians and judges, but 
they are Johnny on the spot to falsely 
accuse and persecute anyone who stands 
in the way of guardianships. This is 
nothing new. It has been going on for 
decades.

This is just further proof that the 
guardianship racketeers will go to any 
lengths to propagate and perpetuate their 
egregious “industry” no matter what the 
consequences.

This will not stop until these courtroom 
criminals are convicted of their crimes.

Become a member of 
Americans Against 

Abusive Probate 
Guardianship today!

Go to: https://aaapg.net/join/ 
or call 855-913-5337

This ad was provided to this publication by The 
Alliance Against Predatory Guardians, an 

Oregon Group.

Continued from page 1 • Fraudulent Investment Scheme Thwarted ...

facility where her mother was homed by her 
guardian, Ann Yela, didn’t kill her mom 
through their documented lack of care, or 
documented abuse. 

As previously reported, Dollie retained 
attorney Robert Parker who petitioned the 
court to regain guardianship of her mother, 
and to strip Yela of being the conservator of 
her mother’s almost completely depleted 
estate. With the petition filed with the court 
and the US~Observer’s previous article 
circulating, the pressure mounted. It 
obviously became too much.

On August 24th, 2022 came the news that 
Robert Parker secured a deal with Ann Yela’s 
attorney that would return guardianship back 
to Dollie. The one requirement Yela wanted 
was for Dollie to sign away her ability to sue 
her. 

One has to wonder,  why would a 
guardian/conservator be worried about being 
sued if they were doing right by their wards?

Perhaps it was the fact that most of Clara 
Fambro’s sizeable estate had reportedly been 
sold-off, with property even having been 
purchased by Yela for a steal. It is reported 

that the amount of Clara’s estate devaluation 
far exceeded the cost it took to care for her for 
the time she was Yela’s ward. Maybe it was 
the sub-par care Yela kept Clara in, or the fact 
that she put Clara on hospice reportedly 
without any clinical end-of-life diagnosis.

Dollie reported that she begrudgingly 
agreed to Yela’s demand and signed the 
agreement. She did so to get her mother out 
of the Roselane facility where witnesses, and 
past employees have maintained they drug 
their clients into a stupor, so they are “easier 
to take care of.”

Roselane is the facility where I visited 
Clara in December of 2021, and is where 
Clara reported to this writer that she had been 
abused several times. It is a place that Ann 
Yela had refused to move Clara from after 
having been informed she was being abused 
by US~Observer Editor-in-Chief Edward 
Snook.

Luckily, Clara’s daughter never stopped 
fighting to get her mother back, and out of the 
hands of those who were abusing her.

On September 8, 2022, the court ruled that 
Dollie Fambro was to be her mother’s 

guardian.
In late September, Clara was transported 

from an immediate care facility, in which she 
was provided life-saving measures, to 
Avamere Rehabilitation to begin her road to 
recovery from the “care” she had received at 
Roselane. For a time, it was reportedly touch-
and-go, as Clara had to be weaned off drugs 
that according to her doctors should have 
never been administered by Roselane in the 
first place. Over time, her health rebounded, 
and Clara officially moved into Dollie’s 
home full time on October 23rd of 2022.

Dollie called to report that she loves having 
her mom with her and that she couldn’t have 
accomplished it without the US~Observer, 
s a y i n g ,  “ R o n ,  w h a t  y o u  a n d  t h e 
US~Observer did for me and my mother 
saved her life, as well as mine. It saved us 
emotionally and as a family.” She continued, 
“you saved us from monsters.”

For me, I am happy that Clara will be 
lovingly cared for by a daughter who was 
unwilling to let her mother be disappeared by 
a guardian who obviously feels even she did 
something worth being sued over.         jjj

Traveling to help people who are innocent 
of the crimes they are facing prosecution for 
is extremely expensive.

The US~Observer is asking supporters to 
assist us in finding good quality RVs, travel 
trailers or 5th wheel trailers. Having a self-
contained vehicle or trailer between 28’ and 
36’ long would enable our investigators to 
travel to where the innocent desperately 
need our help – something they otherwise 

just could not afford. If possible, we ask that 
if you have an RV or a travel trailer you 
aren’t using, please donate it to the 
US~Observer, or sell it to us at an affordable 
price.

If you don’t have one, then spread the word 
to your friends and relatives, they just might.

Call: 541-474-7885 
or email: editor@usobserver.com

Please Help Us Help the Innocent

H a v e  y o u  d e s p e r a t e l y 
attempted to get media to cover 
your cause, issue or story of 
injustice? Every activist, every 
person attempting to create 
change, stop abuse, extinguish a 
false prosecution, etc., has faced 
this hurdle. 

The answer is simple: Become 
the press you were unable to 
obtain and make a healthy living 
at the same time you accomplish 
your goal!

Whether you are righting a 
political wrong, fighting against 
f a l s e  c r i m i n a l  c h a r g e s , 
headlining civil rights abuses, 
and/or exposing corruption on 
any level, having your own 

physical publication is the only 
way to make real change. 

Our professionals are capable 
and efficient at training you to 
p r o d u c e  a n d  f u n d  y o u r 
newspaper, which we will 
custom tailor to meet your 
precise situation. We will guide 
you every step of the way to your 
success.

The fact  is ,  while  other 
newspapers are on the decline, 
the US~Observer is flourishing 
because of its unique business 
model.

Call Today

541-474-7885
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“Telling the truth about the justice system.”
--Edward Snook, Editor-in-Chief, US~Observer

“Telling the truth about the justice system.”
--Edward Snook, Editor-in-Chief, US~Observer
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“This book is worth a read!”“This book is worth a read!”

A great many things can be 
said about Monica Edelstein. 
She is currently a Maricopa 
County Judge, presiding over 
family court. From 2006 to 
2013, Edelstein was a trial 
attorney, for the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) in the 
Criminal Tax Division. Then 
from 2013 to 2020 she was an 
Assis tant  United States 
Attorney (AUSA), based out 
of Phoenix, Arizona. And 
while her bio reads like she 
has done “good things” to get 
where  she  i s ,  i t  i s  t he 
definition of what those “good 
things” are that calls into 
question how honorable Monica Edelstein 
truly is.

Appearances are Edelstein had a stellar 
career as a prosecutor, but were her 
prosecutions truly warranted? Or, like many 
other prosecutors, were some of those she 
prosecuted just “lucky enough” to land in 
front of a driven, unrelenting force to 
prosecute at all costs – to hell with justice? 
Based on the US~Observer investigation into 
Michael  Quiel’s  fa lse  cr iminal  tax 
conviction, Monica Edelstein absolutely 
didn’t care about justice, just convicting her 
target.

Since becoming a judge, the US~Observer 
has received numerous calls and emails 
about Judge Edelstein’s behavior in court 
proceedings. Complaints range from 
Edelstein favoring one party over another, 
regardless of evidence, to taking children 
from their parents without cause. In light of 
the fact that Edelstein falsely prosecuted 
Michael Quiel, these complaints are totally 
believable.

In the civil rights lawsuit filed by Michael 
Quiel, who defeated all but one of the now 
proven to be false charges against him, 
Edelstein’s involvement in creating an 
ironclad prosecution against him presumably 
meant she was involved in creating the sole 
testimony against him. That testimony came 
from Quiel’s own tax attorney - a man by the 
name of Christopher Rusch. 

Rusch had “cut a deal” with Edelstein and 
or the IRS, but when asked about it by the 
presiding judge, Edelstein stated that she 
wasn’t aware of any deal. The truth of the 
matter is, Edelstein had to have known that a 
deal had been made with Rusch.

US~Observer’s Editor-in-Chief, Edward 
Snook, stated that Edelstein stepped outside 
of her prosecutorial immunity. “We defeated 
prosecutorial immunity in the James Faire 
murder case in Washington State, and I can 
tell you, our investigation has concluded 
Edelstein knew that Christopher Rusch was 
getting preferential treatment, and she lied to 
the court.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Q u i e l ’s 
lawsuit, he is suing Monica 
Edelstein in both her personal 
and professional capacity. 

“I once heard a federal judge 
say that attorneys lie every day 
in court,” Michael Quiel 
somberly stated to Snook on a 
call. “I know they lied in my 
case and that’s what my civil 
suit is all about. They knew I 
was innocent, and they kept 
coming anyway. Now, I’m 
coming for them, because if we 
don’t have justice in my case, 
we end up having a pattern of 
falsely prosecuting other 
i n n o c e n t 

individuals.”

EX-TAX ATTORNEY 
STILL SCHEMING

Christopher Rusch, after 
being disbarred in the State of 
Cal i fornia ,  convenient ly 
changed his name to Christian 
Reeves so he could continue 
s c a m m i n g  i n n o c e n t 
individuals out of their hard-
earned money – all under the 
not-so-watchful eye of the 
e n t i r e  “ j u s t i c e  s y s t e m ” .  I n  f a c t , 
Rusch/Reeves holds himself out to the 
prospective cl ients  as an expert  in 
expatriating, and in the "art" of offshore 
banking and investing.

EX-WIFE NOW 
LYING IN COURT

Unfortunately for 
Mike,  Victor ia  has 
tapped out of the fight 
and their relationship, 
saying under oath in 
their recent divorce 
proceedings that she 
originally had wanted 
to settle with the IRS 
and not fight. This 
statement of hers is a 
direct contradiction to 
the statement quoted 
from Colonel John Lee 
from Michael Quiel’s 
book “Rigged”.

The suit filed in the 
United States District Court, District of 
Arizona on December 25, 2022, alleges 
Malicious Prosecution, Abuse of Process, 
Tortious Interference and RICO. It lays out 
evidence of collusion between government 
actors and Michael and Victoria’s attorney, 
Rusch/Reeves, all in an effort to convict 
Mike and his business partner for crimes that 

Rusch/Reeves was solely gui l ty  of 
committing. It proves that prosecutors and 
Rusch/Reeves conspired to create testimony 
that would be used to convict Mike and his 
partner. The racketeering was done in an 
effort to adhere to the government’s agenda 
of prosecuting American’s who were using 
foreign banks as tax shelters, with, or in this 
case, without factual guilt.

The biggest evidence of Michael Quiel’s 
innocence was a $500,000.00 overpayment 
of tax refund check paid to Michael and 
Victoria by the IRS while he was being 
prosecuted for “trying to get out of paying 
taxes.” The jury rightly found Mike not 
guilty of conspiracy, and not guilty of FBAR 
violations, however, they wrongly found 

Mike guilty of filing false tax 
re turns  –  keep  in  mind, 
Rusch/Reeves represented 
Michael and Victoria as their 
tax attorney, and they closely 
followed all of his advice.

It cost Michael his freedom 
for over ten months in prison 
and Michael and Victoria 
countless dollars fighting for 
his innocence prior to and 
since. Victoria’s prosecution 
was avoided as Mike acted as 
her shield. Michael worked for 
years and was finally able to get 

Victoria innocent spousal relief just months 
ago. Once Victoria’s spousal relief was in 
place she planned and then initiated divorce 
proceedings to end her marriage with 
Michael. Victoria has obviously opened 

herself up to great civil 
liability with the IRS as 
the civil end of their 
fight over taxes is still 
ongoing.

The US~Observer, 
who has extensively 
investigated Michael 
Q u i e l ’ s  w r o n g f u l 
conviction, as well as 
R u s c h / R e e v e s ’ 
continued f inancial 
scams will continue to 
f i g h t  o n  b e h a l f  o f 
Michael Quiel’s pursuit 
of vindication. Read the 
articles on our complete 
and concise coverage of 
Michael Quiel’s case at 
usobserver.com.

M i c h a e l  Q u i e l 
deserves to have his day in court, and for the 
facts to be justly weighed.

Editor’s Note: Anyone with information 
on wrongdoing on the part of anyone 
named in this article is urged to contact the 
U S ~ O b s e r v e r  b y  c a l l i n g 
541-474-7885 or by sending email to 
editor@usobserver.com.                        jjj

Continued on page 12

Judge Monica Edelstein

Christopher Rusch
aka Christian Reeves

Victoria Quiel

from two new investors of his – one 
investor told me that he invested 
$200,000.00 with Lowrance just several 
months earlier in October. (This investor 
said he had invested under a “new 
program,” not FCSL. They further 
revealed they had just learned of 
Lowrance’s severe problems with FCSL 
clients.) On one phone call, Lowrance 
was trying to tell me he was broke. He 
did not mention one word about the 
funds he supposedly had on deposit, so I 
asked him, “What about all the money 
from your new investors?” Lowrance 
stated that this money was all gone, and 
he offered to show me spread sheets. I 
told him I wasn’t interested, and I wasn’t 
interested in listening to any more of his 
lies.

This fact alerted me to the possibility 
that Lowrance had used “new investor’s 
money” to pay bills related to clients of 
FCSL, which would constitute a Ponzi 
scheme.

Later in the day, I received a call from 
Carlos Olmos and I inquired about the 
new investor’s money. Carlos told me 
that he knew for sure that this money had 
been spent, but that he also knew that Jeff 
had a “lot of money somewhere.” I 
agreed with him, and we ended our 
conversation, however I was left with 
one more piece of evidence pointing to a 
Ponzi scheme.

FACTS ABOUT JEFF LOWRANCE

Everyone associated with Lowrance 
knew or should known that he is a 
pathological liar. According to numerous 
witnesses providing trading data, 
Lowrance had still been trading large 
amounts of currency successfully, while 
claiming to be broke and not paying back 
investors. Lowrance must have had 
plenty of funds or he wouldn’t have been 
able to trade…period.

In 2009, we found Jeff Lowrance was 
no longer able to travel to Panama 
without being arrested for financial 
dishonesty. The FBI and other agencies 
had been repeatedly contacted and 
informed about Lowrance and, to our 
knowledge, they had done nothing about 
this mess. This could mean that they 
didn’t find evidence of a crime, were 
putting together a case, or simply 
showing their incompetence, as they had 

in other investigations the US~Observer 
has conducted.

Carlos confirmed Lowrance had raised 
approximately $60 million dollars over 
the past 4 yrs. Lowrance had a total of 
440-plus people who had invested with 
him, some investing their entire life 
savings. Many investors had been totally 
destroyed.

Lowrance further committed fraud by 
selling “distributorships” to well over 
100 people around the country to his then 
start-up newspaper USA Tomorrow. The 
distributorships were for people who 
wanted to make a “great supplemental 
l i v i n g . ”  L o w r a n c e  o w e d  m a n y 
employees their wages and some 
employees had even invested with him.

Lowrance was a real piece of work. He 
had even deserted his lovely wife and son 
in Panama for a time. I had spoken with 
his wife, who was hurt and confused. She 
had informed me she was intending on 
going back to her home country of Peru 
to be with her family.

Lowrance’s brother Greg had stated, 
“Jeff will do nothing, will not pay out a 
penny, unless absolutely forced to, 
unless it is beaten out of him.”

Well, we forced him. Through the 
US~Observer’s dogged tenacity and 
continued pursuit of him, we were 
instrumental in helping numerous 
investors recover their investments from 
Lowrance before he completely 
disappeared and went on the run from the 
law.

There is one truth, if you are the victim 
of a scam, scheme or other financial 
crime, it is always best to get your money 
back before the government gets their 
man and absconds with the money.

Jeff Lowrance was finally arrested in 
Peru by Interpol, who had reportedly 
been tipped off to his location, and 
brought back to the states where he 
accepted a plea bargain and served years 
in prison for his crimes.

The US~Observer proved that it can’t 
be used as a shield for those who are 
wronging others or are trying to break the 
law.

As it has on many occasions, the 
US~Observer was able to pursue the 
rightful return of investment dollars 
while standing on the side of ultimate 
justice.

jjj

Continued from page 7 • The First Capital Savings & Loan Debacle ...
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Is It Forensics or Is It Junk Science?
Dubious forensic techniques have spread throughout the criminal justice system for decades.

By Hazel Bridges
AgingWellness.org

Starting a small business is exciting and 
challenging. You’ve likely put a lot of hard work 
and money into developing your business, which 
is why it’s so important to have your legal affairs 
in order. More than half of the legal issues faced 
b y  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o d a y  r e l a t e  t o 
commercial/contracts and taxes, according to a 
Kingston University study. Legal assistance can 
also be beneficial for everything from 
employment and corporate structure to 
intellectual property and regulation.

L e g a l  p r o b l e m s  c a n  l e a v e  s i z a b l e 
consequences as a small business, such as a loss 
of income or customers, damage to reputation or 
property, and even corporate lawsuits. That’s not 
all; it can take a toll on you when something you 
have worked hard to build is threatened. That’s 
why these tips are so important.

WHEN DOES A SMALL BUSINESS NEED 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION?

As a small business, it’s usually not feasible to 
have a separate legal team. However, allocate 
some budget to hire an experienced lawyer for 
the following matters. As well as providing 
assistance and support, this decision could help 
you avoid more costly issues or disputes further 
down the road.

• Business registration. An attorney can 
advise you on the pros and cons of different 
business entities to help you make the best 
decision on how you will register your business. 

Your business structure will depend on legal and 
tax considerationsand should be reviewed on a 
regular basis as laws can change.

• Contract review. A poorly drawn-up contract 
may not protect your interests if disputes arise 
(and they do).  A legal 
professional can clearly lay 
out  the  te rms of  your 
agreement, offering both 
protection and a point of 
reference for potential 
d isputes .  Also,  ask an 
attorney to look through any 
contracts you receive to get a 
clear understanding of what 
you’re getting into.

• Trademarks. As the 
number of small and medium businesses grows, 
so does the importance of distinguishable 
branding. A trademark gives you legal protection 
over your branding. You should seek legal 
support to register a trademark as soon as 
possible to prevent another business from 
infringing your intellectual property — or the 
other way around.

• Leasing and purchasing property. It’s not 
uncommon to find a lease or purchase 
agreements that protect the landlord’s interests 
over your own, so consult an attorney to review 
the documentation before you sign anything. 
They can ensure the contract complies with 
leasing laws and explain the terms so you 
understand what you can and can’t do with your 
office space. You can also consult them to 
determine whether investing in real estate will 
achieve your financial objectives.

• Employment. As an employer, you have 

legal responsibilities towards the people you 
hire. Employment law can be complex; you have 
to consider everything from recruitment, 
contracts, and taxes to health and safety, benefits, 
and dismissals. A legal professional can help you 

navigate your way to happy 
employees.

THE RIGHT LEGAL 
SOLUTION FOR YOUR 

SMALL BUSINESS

It’s easy to get caught up 
in managing all the other 
areas of your business, but 
all small businesses will 
have to deal with legal 

issues. Whether for minor matters such as 
contracts and choosing a business structure or 
larger disputes and customer lawsuits, reliable 
and knowledgeable legal representation will 
support and protect your business when you need 
it.

Editor’s Note: This article rightly points out 
the need for legal services when it comes to the 
formation of a business and dealing with 
contractual matters. However, if your company 
finds itself embroiled in any type of conflict, be 
it with an angry, spiteful customer, another 
business, someone defrauding your company, 
and/or conflicts with local or federal 
government, you would be throwing your 
money down the drain to hire an attorney. In 
those cases, you should hire the US~Observer. 
Call today – 541-474-7885.
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By Sophia Kovatch, Pamela Colloff and 
Brett Murphy

This story was originally published by 
ProPublica.

(ProPublica) - It’s been decades since the 
intersection of forensic science and criminal 
justice first became a pop culture phenomenon, 
popularized by countless TV 
shows, movies and books. But 
the public’s growing awareness 
of forensic techniques obscures 
a far more complex field that’s 
chock full of bogus science — 
and the people who champion 
it, often for profit.

For years, ProPublica has 
reported on these dubious techniques as 
they’ve wormed their way into every corner of 
our real-life criminal justice system.

So, what’s legitimate forensic science and 
what’s junk? Let’s start with the basics.

WHAT IS JUNK SCIENCE?

Junk science refers to any theory or method 
presented as scientific fact without sufficient 
research or evidence to support it. Some types 
of junk science have virtually no supporting 
evidence, while others are oversimplifications 
of real but complex science findings.

Adding to the risk they pose to the justice 
system, many forms of junk science are very 
subjective and depend highly on individual 
interpretation.

HOW TO SPOT JUNK SCIENCE IN 
FORENSICS

When ProPublica has reported on junk 
science, we’ve found many common traits. 
They could include:

• It has limited or no scientific evidence or 
research supporting it.

• It is presented as absolutely certain or 
conclusive, with no mention of error rates.

•  I t  relies on subjective criteria or 
interpretation.

• It oversimplifies a complex science.
• It takes just a few days to become an 

“expert.”

EXAMPLES OF JUNK SCIENCE IN 
FORENSICS AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT

Tracing the spread of junk science through 
the criminal justice system can be difficult. But 
ProPublica has followed forensic junk science 
in various forms for years.

911 CALL ANALYSIS

Police and prosecutors trained in 911 call 
analysis are taught they can spot a murderer on 
the phone by analyzing speech patterns, tone, 
pauses, word choice and even the grammar 
used during emergency calls. These are known 
as “guilty indicators,” according to the tenets 
of the program. A misplaced word, too long of 
a pause or a phrase of politeness could reveal a 
killer.

Analysis of 911 calls appears in the criminal 
justice system in lots of different ways. Some 
detectives say it’s a tool to help build a case or 
prepare to interrogate a suspect. They have 
used it to help extract confessions. Others 
present their analyses to prosecutors or enlist 
Tracy Harpster, the program’s creator and a 
retired deputy police chief from Ohio, to 
consult on cases.

During Harpster’s career, he had almost no 
homicide investigation experience or scientific 
background. He developed the 911 call 
analysis technique based on a small study for 
his master’s thesis in 2006. After teaming up 
with the FBI to promote his findings 
nationwide, there was enough demand from 
law enforcement to create a full-fledged 

training curriculum.
Since the technique’s development, 911 call 

analysis has been used in investigations across 
the country. ProPublica documented more than 
100 cases in 26 states where Harpster’s 
methods played a role in arrests, prosecutions 
and convictions — likely a fraction of the 
actual figure. In addition, Harpster says he has 
personally consulted in more than 1,500 

homic ide  inves t iga t ions 
nationwide.

D e s p i t e  t h e  s e e m i n g 
pervasiveness of the technique, 
researchers who have studied 
911 calls have not been able to 
corroborate Harpster’s claims. 
A 2020 study from the FBI 
warned against using 911 call 

analysis to bring actual cases. A separate FBI 
study in 2022 said applying 911 analysis may 
actually increase bias. And academic studies 
from researchers at Villanova and James 
Madison universities came to similar 
conclusions.

Ultimately, five studies have not been able to 
find scientific evidence that 911 call analysis 
works.

In a 2022 interview, Harpster defended his 
program and noted that he has also helped 
defense attorneys argue for suspects’ 
innocence. He maintained that critics don’t 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o r  h o w  t o 
appropriately use it, a position he has repeated 
in correspondence with law enforcement 
officials for years. “The research is designed to 
find the truth wherever it goes,” Harpster said.

Example: ProPublica chronicled how 911 
call analysis was used in the case of Jessica 
Logan, who was convicted of killing her baby 
after a detective trained by Harpster analyzed 
her call and then testified about it during trial.

BLOODSTAIN-PATTERN ANALYSIS

Bloodstain-pattern analysis is a forensic 
discipline whose practitioners regard the 
drops, spatters and trails of blood at a crime 
scene as clues that can sometimes be used to 
reconstruct and even reverse-engineer the 
crime itself.

The reliability of bloodstain-pattern analysis 
has never been definitively proven or 
quantified, but largely due to the testimony of 
criminalist Herbert MacDonell, it was steadily 
admitted in court after court around the country 
in the 1970s and ’80s. MacDonell spent his 
career teaching weeklong “institutes” in 
bloodstain-pattern analysis  at  police 
departments around the country, training 
hundreds of officers who, in turn, trained 
hundreds more.

While there is no index that lists cases in 
which bloodstain-pattern analysis played a 
role, state appellate court rulings show that the 
technique has played a factor in felony cases 
across the country. Additionally, it has helped 
send innocent people to prison. From Oregon 
to Texas to New York, convictions that hinged 
on the testimony of a bloodstain-pattern 
analyst have been overturned and the 
defendants acquitted or the charges dropped.

In 2009, a watershed report commissioned by 
the National Academy of Sciences cast doubt 
on  the  d isc ip l ine ,  f ind ing  tha t  “ the 
uncertainties associated with bloodstain-
pattern analysis are enormous,” and that 
experts’ opinions were generally “more 
subjective than scientific.” More than a decade 
later, few peer-reviewed studies exist, and 
research that might determine the accuracy of 
analysts’ findings is close to nonexistent.

When MacDonell, who died in 2019, was 
asked whether he ever considered changing his 
course structure or certification process after 
seeing students give faulty testimony, 
MacDonell answered in the negative. “You 
can’t control someone else’s thinking,” he 
said. “The only thing you can do is go in and 
testify to the contrary.”

Example: ProPublica has also reported on 
how bloodstain-pattern analysis was used to 

convict Joe Bryan of killing his wife, Mickey.

OTHER JUNK SCIENCE EXAMPLES

ProPublica’s reporting on junk science in 
forensics has also covered:

• The pervasiveness of Scientific Content 
Analysis, or SCAN, a means of dissecting 
written suspect statements while looking for 
markers of deception.

• How the FBI used unproven photo analysis 
in its investigations for years.

• Why police and prosecutors kept using 
roadside drug tests with known high rates of 
false positives.

HOW DOES JUNK SCIENCE SPREAD 
IN FORENSICS?

Junk science can spread a lot of different 
ways, but there are some common patterns in 
how it spreads across forensics and law 
enforcement.

Often, junk science originates when an 
individual devises a forensic technique based 
on minimal or narrow experience and data. For 
example, the original 911 call analysis training 
curriculum was based on a study of just 100 
emergency calls, most of which came from a 
single state.

The creators of these techniques then put 
together curriculums and workshops targeting 
law enforcement at every level around the 
country. As more police officers take these 
courses, these techniques are employed more 
often in investigating crimes and interrogating 
suspects. When officers testify in court, the 
impact of junk forensic techniques makes its 
way into the justice system.

Other times, prosecutors call the creators and 
trainees of these forensic methods as expert 
witnesses, as was common with bloodstain-
pattern analysis.

In the courtroom, it’s up to the judge to decide 
whether certain evidence is admissible. While 
judges are experts in the law, they aren’t 
necessarily experts in the scientific disciplines 
that make up forensics. Once a type of junk 
science is admitted in a case, other prosecutors 
and judges can use that as precedent to allow it 
in future cases too. In this way, new junk 
science methods like 911 call analysis can 
spread quickly through the justice system.

HOW LONG HAS JUNK SCIENCE 
BEEN A PROBLEM IN CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE?

Forensic science has had a junk science 
problem for decades. In the 1980s and ’90s, the 
FBI and other law enforcement agencies used 
faulty microscopic hair comparison in 
h u n d r e d s  o f  c a s e s ,  o n l y  f o r m a l l y 
acknowledging the problematic science in 
2015.  Since a t  leas t  the  1990s,  law 
enforcement has used a written content 
analysis tool with no scientific backing to 
interpret witness and suspect statements.

The 2009 report from the National Academy 
of Sciences, which reviewed the state of 
forensic science in the United States, found 
that a lot of forensic evidence “was admitted 
into criminal trials without any meaningful 
scientific validation, determination of error 
rates, or reliability testing to explain the limits 
of the discipline.” A 2016 report from the 
President’s Council of Advisors on Science 
and Technology found that despite efforts to 
fund forensic science research, there was still a 
major gap in understanding the scientific 
validity of many forensic methods.

In 2017, the Trump administration allowed 
the charter for the National Commission on 
Forensic Science to expire, further limiting the 
progress on validating forensic science 
methods.  Since then,  many forensic 
professionals have critiqued the junk science 
problems rampant in forensics and criminal 
justice.
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AI Generated through OpenAI:

Prosecutorial immunity is a legal doctrine 
that protects prosecutors from being held 
personally liable for actions taken in the course 
of their official duties. While this doctrine is 
intended to protect prosecutors from the fear of 
personal financial consequences that could 
impact their ability to make independent 
decisions and carry out their responsibilities, it 
also raises concerns about accountability.

Critics of the doctrine argue that the 
protection provided by prosecutorial immunity 
can allow prosecutors to engage in misconduct 
or unethical behavior without fear of 
consequences. For example, a prosecutor who 
has immunity from personal liability may be 
more likely to engage in abusive tactics or 
violate a defendant's rights without facing any 
personal repercussions.

In some cases, the immunity provided by the 
doctrine of prosecutorial immunity can create 

a culture of impunity, where prosecutors feel 
that they are above the law and can act with 
impunity. This can lead to a lack of 
accountability for unethical or illegal behavior, 
which in turn can foster corruption.

For instance, a prosecutor with immunity 
may feel free to engage in unethical behavior, 
such as hiding evidence or coercing a witness, 
in order to secure a conviction. In the absence 
of personal accountability, such behavior can 
go unchecked and lead to a corruption of the 
criminal justice system.

It is important to remember that while 
prosecutors may have immunity from personal 
liability, their actions can still be subject to 
review and accountability through other 
means, such as administrative investigations 
or disciplinary proceedings. However, these 
avenues of accountability can be limited and 
may not provide adequate deterrents to prevent 
unethical or illegal behavior.

It is worth noting that administrative 

investigations into the actions of prosecutors 
are relatively rare and often only occur in high-
profile or controversial cases.

In conclusion, while the doctrine of 
prosecutorial immunity is intended to protect 
prosecutors  f rom personal  f inancia l 
consequences that could impact their ability to 
make independent decisions, it also raises 
concerns about accountability. By providing 
prosecutors with a level of immunity that could 
lead to corruption, the criminal justice system 
is at risk of losing its credibility and the public's 
trust. It is important to strike a balance between 
protecting the independence of prosecutors 
and holding them accountable for their actions 
in order to maintain the integrity of the 
criminal justice system.

US~Observer Editor’s Note: This was my 
test spin of ChatGPT. Isn’t it interesting that 
an AI driven program can see how 
Prosecutorial Immunity could breed 
corruption. I mean, it’s only logical.         jjj

Prosecutorial Immunity’s Logical Evolution into Corruption

Continued from page 9 • I Thought I Was Saving Trans Kids. Now I’m Blowing the Whistle.

almost our entire caseload was nothing but 
disturbed young people. 

For example, one teenager came to us in the 
summer of 2022 when he was 17 years old and 
living in a lockdown facility because he had been 
sexually abusing dogs. He’d had an awful 
childhood: His mother was a drug addict, his 
father was imprisoned, and he grew up in foster 
care. Whatever treatment he may have been 
getting, it wasn’t working. 

During our intake I learned from another 
caseworker that when he got out, he planned to 
reoffend because he believed the dogs had 
willingly submitted.

Somewhere along the way, he expressed a 
desire to become female, so he ended up being 
seen at our center. From there, he went to a 
psychologist at the hospital who was known to 
approve virtually everyone seeking transition. 
Then our doctor recommended feminizing 
hormones. At the time, I wondered if this was 
being done as a form of chemical castration. 

That same thought came up again with another 
case. This one was in spring of 2022 and 
concerned a young man who had intense 
obsessive-compulsive disorder that manifested 
as a desire to cut off his penis after he 
masturbated. This patient expressed no gender 
dysphoria, but he got hormones, too. I asked the 
doctor what protocol he was following, but I 
never got a straight answer. 

IN LOCO PARENTIS

Another disturbing aspect of the center was its 
lack of regard for the rights of parents—and the 
extent to which doctors saw themselves as more 
informed decision-makers over the fate of these 
children.

In Missouri, only one parent’s consent is 
required for treatment of their child. But when 
there was a dispute between the parents, it 
seemed the center always took the side of the 
affirming parent.

My concerns about this approach to dissenting 
parents grew in 2019 when one of our doctors 
actually testified in a custody hearing against a 
father who opposed a mother’s wish to start their 
11-year-old daughter on puberty blockers. 

I had done the original intake call, and I found 
the mother quite disturbing. She and the father 
were getting divorced, and the mother described 
the daughter as “kind of a tomboy.” So now the 
mother was convinced her child was trans. But 
when I asked if her daughter had adopted a boy’s 
name, if she was distressed about her body, if she 
was saying she felt like a boy, the mother said no. 
I explained the girl just didn’t meet the criteria 
for an evaluation. 

Then a month later, the mother called back and 
said her daughter now used a boy’s name, was in 
distress over her body, and wanted to transition. 
This time the mom and daughter were given an 
appointment. Our providers decided the girl was 
trans and prescribed a puberty blocker to prevent 
her normal development. 

The father adamantly disagreed, said this was 
all coming from the mother, and a custody battle 
ensued. After the hearing where our doctor 
testified in favor of transition, the judge sided 
with the mother. 

‘I WANT MY BREASTS BACK’

Because I was the main intake person, I had the 
broadest perspective on our existing and 
prospective patients. In 2019, a new group of 
people appeared on my radar: desisters and 

detransitioners. Desisters choose not to go 
through with a transition. Detransitioners are 
transgender people who decide to return to their 
birth gender. 

The one colleague with whom I was able to 
share my concerns agreed with me that we 
should be tracking desistance and detransition. 
We thought the doctors would want to collect and 
understand this data in order to figure out what 
they had missed. 

We were wrong. One doctor wondered aloud 
why he would spend time on someone who was 
no longer his patient. 

But we created a document anyway and called 
it the Red Flag list. It was an Excel spreadsheet 
that tracked the kind of patients that kept my 
colleague and me up at night. 

One of the saddest cases of detransition I 
witnessed was a teenage girl, who, like so many 
of our patients, came from an unstable family, 
was in an uncertain living situation, and had a 
history of drug use. The overwhelming majority 
of our patients are white, but this girl was black. 
She was put on hormones at the center when she 
was around 16. When she was 18, she went in for 
a double mastectomy, what’s known as “top 
surgery.” 

Three months later she called the surgeon’s 
office to say she was going back to her birth name 
and that her pronouns were “she” and “her.” 
Heartbreakingly, she told the nurse, “I want my 
breasts back.” The surgeon’s office contacted our 
office because they didn’t know what to say to 
this girl.

My colleague and I said that we would reach 
out. It took a while to track her down, and when 
we did we made sure that she was in decent 
mental health, that she was not actively suicidal, 
that she was not using substances. The last I 
heard, she was pregnant. Of course, she’ll never 
be able to breastfeed her child. 

‘GET ON BOARD, OR GET OUT’

My concerns about what was going on at the 
center started to overtake my life. By spring 
2020, I felt a medical and moral obligation to do 
something. So I spoke up in the office, and sent 
plenty of emails. 

Here’s just one example: On January 6, 2022, I 
received an email from a staff therapist asking 
me for help with a case of a 16-year-old 
transgender male living in another state. “Parents 
are open to having patient see a therapist but are 
not supportive of gender and patient does not 
want parents to be aware of gender identity. I am 
having a challenging time finding a gender 
affirming therapist.”

I replied:
“I do not ethically agree with linking a minor 

patient to a therapist who would be gender 
affirming with gender as a focus of their work 
without that being discussed with the parents and 
the parent agreeing to that kind of care.”

In all my years at the Washington University 
School of Medicine, I had received solidly 
positive performance reviews. But in 2021, that 
changed. I got a below-average mark for my 
“ J u d g m e n t ”  a n d  “ W o r k i n g 
Relationships/Cooperative Spirit.” Although I 
was described as “responsible, conscientious, 
hard-working and productive” the evaluation 
also noted: “At times Jamie responds poorly to 
direction from management with defensiveness 
and hostility.” 

Things came to a head at a half-day retreat in 
summer of 2022. In front of the team, the doctors 
said that my colleague and I had to stop 

questioning the “medicine and the science” as 
well as their authority. Then an administrator told 
us we had to “Get on board, or get out.” It became 
clear that the purpose of the retreat was to deliver 
these messages to us.

The Washington University system provides a 
generous college tuition payment program for 
long-standing employees. I live by my paycheck 
and have no money to put aside for five college 
tuitions for my kids. I had to keep my job. I also 
feel a lot of loyalty to Washington University.

But I decided then and there that I had to get out 
of the Transgender Center, and to do so, I had to 
keep my head down and improve my next 
performance review. 

I managed to get a decent evaluation, and I 
landed a job conducting research in another part 
of The Washington University School of 
Medicine. I gave my notice and left the 
Transgender Center in November of 2022. 

WHAT I WANT TO SEE HAPPEN

For a couple of weeks, I tried to put everything 
behind me and settled into my new job as a 
clinical research coordinator, managing studies 
regarding children undergoing bone marrow 
transplants. 

Then I came across comments from Dr. Rachel 
Levine, a transgender woman who is a high 
official at the federal Department of Health and 
Human Services. The article read: “Levine, the 
U.S. assistant secretary for health, said that 
clinics are proceeding carefully and that no 
American children are receiving drugs or 
hormones for gender dysphoria who shouldn’t.”

I felt stunned and sickened. It wasn’t true. And I 
know that from deep first-hand experience. 

So I started writing down everything I could 
about my experience at the Transgender Center. 
Two weeks ago, I brought my concerns and 
documents to the attention of Missouri’s attorney 
general. He is a Republican. I am a progressive. 
But the safety of children should not be a matter 
for our culture wars. 

Given the secrecy and lack of rigorous 
standards that characterize youth gender 
transition across the country, I believe that to 
ensure the safety of American children, we need 
a moratorium on the hormonal and surgical 
treatment of young people with gender 
dysphoria. 

In the past 15 years, according to Reuters, the 
U.S. has gone from having no pediatric gender 
clinics to more than 100. A thorough analysis 
should be undertaken to find out what has been 
done to their patients and why—and what the 
long-term consequences are.

There is a clear path for us to follow. Just last 
year England announced that it would close the 
Tavistock’s youth gender clinic, then the NHS’s 
only such clinic in the country, after an 
investigation revealed shoddy practices and poor 
patient treatment. Sweden and Finland, too, have 
investigated pediatric transition and greatly 
curbed the practice, finding there is insufficient 
evidence of help, and danger of great harm. 

Some critics describe the kind of treatment 
offered at places like the Transgender Center 
where I worked as a kind of national experiment. 
But that’s wrong. 

Experiments are supposed to be carefully 
designed. Hypotheses are supposed to be tested 
ethically. The doctors I worked alongside at the 
Transgender Center said frequently about the 
treatment of our patients: “We are building the 
plane while we are flying it.” No one should be a 
passenger on that kind of aircraft.       jjj

Managing Small Business Legal Affairs
Legal Issues Can Affect Your Business
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Is It Forensics or Is It Junk Science?
Dubious forensic techniques have spread throughout the criminal justice system for decades.

By Hazel Bridges
AgingWellness.org

Starting a small business is exciting and 
challenging. You’ve likely put a lot of hard work 
and money into developing your business, which 
is why it’s so important to have your legal affairs 
in order. More than half of the legal issues faced 
b y  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s  t o d a y  r e l a t e  t o 
commercial/contracts and taxes, according to a 
Kingston University study. Legal assistance can 
also be beneficial for everything from 
employment and corporate structure to 
intellectual property and regulation.

L e g a l  p r o b l e m s  c a n  l e a v e  s i z a b l e 
consequences as a small business, such as a loss 
of income or customers, damage to reputation or 
property, and even corporate lawsuits. That’s not 
all; it can take a toll on you when something you 
have worked hard to build is threatened. That’s 
why these tips are so important.

WHEN DOES A SMALL BUSINESS NEED 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION?

As a small business, it’s usually not feasible to 
have a separate legal team. However, allocate 
some budget to hire an experienced lawyer for 
the following matters. As well as providing 
assistance and support, this decision could help 
you avoid more costly issues or disputes further 
down the road.

• Business registration. An attorney can 
advise you on the pros and cons of different 
business entities to help you make the best 
decision on how you will register your business. 

Your business structure will depend on legal and 
tax considerationsand should be reviewed on a 
regular basis as laws can change.

• Contract review. A poorly drawn-up contract 
may not protect your interests if disputes arise 
(and they do).  A legal 
professional can clearly lay 
out  the  te rms of  your 
agreement, offering both 
protection and a point of 
reference for potential 
d isputes .  Also,  ask an 
attorney to look through any 
contracts you receive to get a 
clear understanding of what 
you’re getting into.

• Trademarks. As the 
number of small and medium businesses grows, 
so does the importance of distinguishable 
branding. A trademark gives you legal protection 
over your branding. You should seek legal 
support to register a trademark as soon as 
possible to prevent another business from 
infringing your intellectual property — or the 
other way around.

• Leasing and purchasing property. It’s not 
uncommon to find a lease or purchase 
agreements that protect the landlord’s interests 
over your own, so consult an attorney to review 
the documentation before you sign anything. 
They can ensure the contract complies with 
leasing laws and explain the terms so you 
understand what you can and can’t do with your 
office space. You can also consult them to 
determine whether investing in real estate will 
achieve your financial objectives.

• Employment. As an employer, you have 

legal responsibilities towards the people you 
hire. Employment law can be complex; you have 
to consider everything from recruitment, 
contracts, and taxes to health and safety, benefits, 
and dismissals. A legal professional can help you 

navigate your way to happy 
employees.

THE RIGHT LEGAL 
SOLUTION FOR YOUR 

SMALL BUSINESS

It’s easy to get caught up 
in managing all the other 
areas of your business, but 
all small businesses will 
have to deal with legal 

issues. Whether for minor matters such as 
contracts and choosing a business structure or 
larger disputes and customer lawsuits, reliable 
and knowledgeable legal representation will 
support and protect your business when you need 
it.

Editor’s Note: This article rightly points out 
the need for legal services when it comes to the 
formation of a business and dealing with 
contractual matters. However, if your company 
finds itself embroiled in any type of conflict, be 
it with an angry, spiteful customer, another 
business, someone defrauding your company, 
and/or conflicts with local or federal 
government, you would be throwing your 
money down the drain to hire an attorney. In 
those cases, you should hire the US~Observer. 
Call today – 541-474-7885.
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By Sophia Kovatch, Pamela Colloff and 
Brett Murphy

This story was originally published by 
ProPublica.

(ProPublica) - It’s been decades since the 
intersection of forensic science and criminal 
justice first became a pop culture phenomenon, 
popularized by countless TV 
shows, movies and books. But 
the public’s growing awareness 
of forensic techniques obscures 
a far more complex field that’s 
chock full of bogus science — 
and the people who champion 
it, often for profit.

For years, ProPublica has 
reported on these dubious techniques as 
they’ve wormed their way into every corner of 
our real-life criminal justice system.

So, what’s legitimate forensic science and 
what’s junk? Let’s start with the basics.

WHAT IS JUNK SCIENCE?

Junk science refers to any theory or method 
presented as scientific fact without sufficient 
research or evidence to support it. Some types 
of junk science have virtually no supporting 
evidence, while others are oversimplifications 
of real but complex science findings.

Adding to the risk they pose to the justice 
system, many forms of junk science are very 
subjective and depend highly on individual 
interpretation.

HOW TO SPOT JUNK SCIENCE IN 
FORENSICS

When ProPublica has reported on junk 
science, we’ve found many common traits. 
They could include:

• It has limited or no scientific evidence or 
research supporting it.

• It is presented as absolutely certain or 
conclusive, with no mention of error rates.

•  I t  relies on subjective criteria or 
interpretation.

• It oversimplifies a complex science.
• It takes just a few days to become an 

“expert.”

EXAMPLES OF JUNK SCIENCE IN 
FORENSICS AND LAW 

ENFORCEMENT

Tracing the spread of junk science through 
the criminal justice system can be difficult. But 
ProPublica has followed forensic junk science 
in various forms for years.

911 CALL ANALYSIS

Police and prosecutors trained in 911 call 
analysis are taught they can spot a murderer on 
the phone by analyzing speech patterns, tone, 
pauses, word choice and even the grammar 
used during emergency calls. These are known 
as “guilty indicators,” according to the tenets 
of the program. A misplaced word, too long of 
a pause or a phrase of politeness could reveal a 
killer.

Analysis of 911 calls appears in the criminal 
justice system in lots of different ways. Some 
detectives say it’s a tool to help build a case or 
prepare to interrogate a suspect. They have 
used it to help extract confessions. Others 
present their analyses to prosecutors or enlist 
Tracy Harpster, the program’s creator and a 
retired deputy police chief from Ohio, to 
consult on cases.

During Harpster’s career, he had almost no 
homicide investigation experience or scientific 
background. He developed the 911 call 
analysis technique based on a small study for 
his master’s thesis in 2006. After teaming up 
with the FBI to promote his findings 
nationwide, there was enough demand from 
law enforcement to create a full-fledged 

training curriculum.
Since the technique’s development, 911 call 

analysis has been used in investigations across 
the country. ProPublica documented more than 
100 cases in 26 states where Harpster’s 
methods played a role in arrests, prosecutions 
and convictions — likely a fraction of the 
actual figure. In addition, Harpster says he has 
personally consulted in more than 1,500 

homic ide  inves t iga t ions 
nationwide.

D e s p i t e  t h e  s e e m i n g 
pervasiveness of the technique, 
researchers who have studied 
911 calls have not been able to 
corroborate Harpster’s claims. 
A 2020 study from the FBI 
warned against using 911 call 

analysis to bring actual cases. A separate FBI 
study in 2022 said applying 911 analysis may 
actually increase bias. And academic studies 
from researchers at Villanova and James 
Madison universities came to similar 
conclusions.

Ultimately, five studies have not been able to 
find scientific evidence that 911 call analysis 
works.

In a 2022 interview, Harpster defended his 
program and noted that he has also helped 
defense attorneys argue for suspects’ 
innocence. He maintained that critics don’t 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e s e a r c h  o r  h o w  t o 
appropriately use it, a position he has repeated 
in correspondence with law enforcement 
officials for years. “The research is designed to 
find the truth wherever it goes,” Harpster said.

Example: ProPublica chronicled how 911 
call analysis was used in the case of Jessica 
Logan, who was convicted of killing her baby 
after a detective trained by Harpster analyzed 
her call and then testified about it during trial.

BLOODSTAIN-PATTERN ANALYSIS

Bloodstain-pattern analysis is a forensic 
discipline whose practitioners regard the 
drops, spatters and trails of blood at a crime 
scene as clues that can sometimes be used to 
reconstruct and even reverse-engineer the 
crime itself.

The reliability of bloodstain-pattern analysis 
has never been definitively proven or 
quantified, but largely due to the testimony of 
criminalist Herbert MacDonell, it was steadily 
admitted in court after court around the country 
in the 1970s and ’80s. MacDonell spent his 
career teaching weeklong “institutes” in 
bloodstain-pattern analysis  at  police 
departments around the country, training 
hundreds of officers who, in turn, trained 
hundreds more.

While there is no index that lists cases in 
which bloodstain-pattern analysis played a 
role, state appellate court rulings show that the 
technique has played a factor in felony cases 
across the country. Additionally, it has helped 
send innocent people to prison. From Oregon 
to Texas to New York, convictions that hinged 
on the testimony of a bloodstain-pattern 
analyst have been overturned and the 
defendants acquitted or the charges dropped.

In 2009, a watershed report commissioned by 
the National Academy of Sciences cast doubt 
on  the  d isc ip l ine ,  f ind ing  tha t  “ the 
uncertainties associated with bloodstain-
pattern analysis are enormous,” and that 
experts’ opinions were generally “more 
subjective than scientific.” More than a decade 
later, few peer-reviewed studies exist, and 
research that might determine the accuracy of 
analysts’ findings is close to nonexistent.

When MacDonell, who died in 2019, was 
asked whether he ever considered changing his 
course structure or certification process after 
seeing students give faulty testimony, 
MacDonell answered in the negative. “You 
can’t control someone else’s thinking,” he 
said. “The only thing you can do is go in and 
testify to the contrary.”

Example: ProPublica has also reported on 
how bloodstain-pattern analysis was used to 

convict Joe Bryan of killing his wife, Mickey.

OTHER JUNK SCIENCE EXAMPLES

ProPublica’s reporting on junk science in 
forensics has also covered:

• The pervasiveness of Scientific Content 
Analysis, or SCAN, a means of dissecting 
written suspect statements while looking for 
markers of deception.

• How the FBI used unproven photo analysis 
in its investigations for years.

• Why police and prosecutors kept using 
roadside drug tests with known high rates of 
false positives.

HOW DOES JUNK SCIENCE SPREAD 
IN FORENSICS?

Junk science can spread a lot of different 
ways, but there are some common patterns in 
how it spreads across forensics and law 
enforcement.

Often, junk science originates when an 
individual devises a forensic technique based 
on minimal or narrow experience and data. For 
example, the original 911 call analysis training 
curriculum was based on a study of just 100 
emergency calls, most of which came from a 
single state.

The creators of these techniques then put 
together curriculums and workshops targeting 
law enforcement at every level around the 
country. As more police officers take these 
courses, these techniques are employed more 
often in investigating crimes and interrogating 
suspects. When officers testify in court, the 
impact of junk forensic techniques makes its 
way into the justice system.

Other times, prosecutors call the creators and 
trainees of these forensic methods as expert 
witnesses, as was common with bloodstain-
pattern analysis.

In the courtroom, it’s up to the judge to decide 
whether certain evidence is admissible. While 
judges are experts in the law, they aren’t 
necessarily experts in the scientific disciplines 
that make up forensics. Once a type of junk 
science is admitted in a case, other prosecutors 
and judges can use that as precedent to allow it 
in future cases too. In this way, new junk 
science methods like 911 call analysis can 
spread quickly through the justice system.

HOW LONG HAS JUNK SCIENCE 
BEEN A PROBLEM IN CRIMINAL 

JUSTICE?

Forensic science has had a junk science 
problem for decades. In the 1980s and ’90s, the 
FBI and other law enforcement agencies used 
faulty microscopic hair comparison in 
h u n d r e d s  o f  c a s e s ,  o n l y  f o r m a l l y 
acknowledging the problematic science in 
2015.  Since a t  leas t  the  1990s,  law 
enforcement has used a written content 
analysis tool with no scientific backing to 
interpret witness and suspect statements.

The 2009 report from the National Academy 
of Sciences, which reviewed the state of 
forensic science in the United States, found 
that a lot of forensic evidence “was admitted 
into criminal trials without any meaningful 
scientific validation, determination of error 
rates, or reliability testing to explain the limits 
of the discipline.” A 2016 report from the 
President’s Council of Advisors on Science 
and Technology found that despite efforts to 
fund forensic science research, there was still a 
major gap in understanding the scientific 
validity of many forensic methods.

In 2017, the Trump administration allowed 
the charter for the National Commission on 
Forensic Science to expire, further limiting the 
progress on validating forensic science 
methods.  Since then,  many forensic 
professionals have critiqued the junk science 
problems rampant in forensics and criminal 
justice.
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AI Generated through OpenAI:

Prosecutorial immunity is a legal doctrine 
that protects prosecutors from being held 
personally liable for actions taken in the course 
of their official duties. While this doctrine is 
intended to protect prosecutors from the fear of 
personal financial consequences that could 
impact their ability to make independent 
decisions and carry out their responsibilities, it 
also raises concerns about accountability.

Critics of the doctrine argue that the 
protection provided by prosecutorial immunity 
can allow prosecutors to engage in misconduct 
or unethical behavior without fear of 
consequences. For example, a prosecutor who 
has immunity from personal liability may be 
more likely to engage in abusive tactics or 
violate a defendant's rights without facing any 
personal repercussions.

In some cases, the immunity provided by the 
doctrine of prosecutorial immunity can create 

a culture of impunity, where prosecutors feel 
that they are above the law and can act with 
impunity. This can lead to a lack of 
accountability for unethical or illegal behavior, 
which in turn can foster corruption.

For instance, a prosecutor with immunity 
may feel free to engage in unethical behavior, 
such as hiding evidence or coercing a witness, 
in order to secure a conviction. In the absence 
of personal accountability, such behavior can 
go unchecked and lead to a corruption of the 
criminal justice system.

It is important to remember that while 
prosecutors may have immunity from personal 
liability, their actions can still be subject to 
review and accountability through other 
means, such as administrative investigations 
or disciplinary proceedings. However, these 
avenues of accountability can be limited and 
may not provide adequate deterrents to prevent 
unethical or illegal behavior.

It is worth noting that administrative 

investigations into the actions of prosecutors 
are relatively rare and often only occur in high-
profile or controversial cases.

In conclusion, while the doctrine of 
prosecutorial immunity is intended to protect 
prosecutors  f rom personal  f inancia l 
consequences that could impact their ability to 
make independent decisions, it also raises 
concerns about accountability. By providing 
prosecutors with a level of immunity that could 
lead to corruption, the criminal justice system 
is at risk of losing its credibility and the public's 
trust. It is important to strike a balance between 
protecting the independence of prosecutors 
and holding them accountable for their actions 
in order to maintain the integrity of the 
criminal justice system.

US~Observer Editor’s Note: This was my 
test spin of ChatGPT. Isn’t it interesting that 
an AI driven program can see how 
Prosecutorial Immunity could breed 
corruption. I mean, it’s only logical.         jjj

Prosecutorial Immunity’s Logical Evolution into Corruption

Continued from page 9 • I Thought I Was Saving Trans Kids. Now I’m Blowing the Whistle.

almost our entire caseload was nothing but 
disturbed young people. 

For example, one teenager came to us in the 
summer of 2022 when he was 17 years old and 
living in a lockdown facility because he had been 
sexually abusing dogs. He’d had an awful 
childhood: His mother was a drug addict, his 
father was imprisoned, and he grew up in foster 
care. Whatever treatment he may have been 
getting, it wasn’t working. 

During our intake I learned from another 
caseworker that when he got out, he planned to 
reoffend because he believed the dogs had 
willingly submitted.

Somewhere along the way, he expressed a 
desire to become female, so he ended up being 
seen at our center. From there, he went to a 
psychologist at the hospital who was known to 
approve virtually everyone seeking transition. 
Then our doctor recommended feminizing 
hormones. At the time, I wondered if this was 
being done as a form of chemical castration. 

That same thought came up again with another 
case. This one was in spring of 2022 and 
concerned a young man who had intense 
obsessive-compulsive disorder that manifested 
as a desire to cut off his penis after he 
masturbated. This patient expressed no gender 
dysphoria, but he got hormones, too. I asked the 
doctor what protocol he was following, but I 
never got a straight answer. 

IN LOCO PARENTIS

Another disturbing aspect of the center was its 
lack of regard for the rights of parents—and the 
extent to which doctors saw themselves as more 
informed decision-makers over the fate of these 
children.

In Missouri, only one parent’s consent is 
required for treatment of their child. But when 
there was a dispute between the parents, it 
seemed the center always took the side of the 
affirming parent.

My concerns about this approach to dissenting 
parents grew in 2019 when one of our doctors 
actually testified in a custody hearing against a 
father who opposed a mother’s wish to start their 
11-year-old daughter on puberty blockers. 

I had done the original intake call, and I found 
the mother quite disturbing. She and the father 
were getting divorced, and the mother described 
the daughter as “kind of a tomboy.” So now the 
mother was convinced her child was trans. But 
when I asked if her daughter had adopted a boy’s 
name, if she was distressed about her body, if she 
was saying she felt like a boy, the mother said no. 
I explained the girl just didn’t meet the criteria 
for an evaluation. 

Then a month later, the mother called back and 
said her daughter now used a boy’s name, was in 
distress over her body, and wanted to transition. 
This time the mom and daughter were given an 
appointment. Our providers decided the girl was 
trans and prescribed a puberty blocker to prevent 
her normal development. 

The father adamantly disagreed, said this was 
all coming from the mother, and a custody battle 
ensued. After the hearing where our doctor 
testified in favor of transition, the judge sided 
with the mother. 

‘I WANT MY BREASTS BACK’

Because I was the main intake person, I had the 
broadest perspective on our existing and 
prospective patients. In 2019, a new group of 
people appeared on my radar: desisters and 

detransitioners. Desisters choose not to go 
through with a transition. Detransitioners are 
transgender people who decide to return to their 
birth gender. 

The one colleague with whom I was able to 
share my concerns agreed with me that we 
should be tracking desistance and detransition. 
We thought the doctors would want to collect and 
understand this data in order to figure out what 
they had missed. 

We were wrong. One doctor wondered aloud 
why he would spend time on someone who was 
no longer his patient. 

But we created a document anyway and called 
it the Red Flag list. It was an Excel spreadsheet 
that tracked the kind of patients that kept my 
colleague and me up at night. 

One of the saddest cases of detransition I 
witnessed was a teenage girl, who, like so many 
of our patients, came from an unstable family, 
was in an uncertain living situation, and had a 
history of drug use. The overwhelming majority 
of our patients are white, but this girl was black. 
She was put on hormones at the center when she 
was around 16. When she was 18, she went in for 
a double mastectomy, what’s known as “top 
surgery.” 

Three months later she called the surgeon’s 
office to say she was going back to her birth name 
and that her pronouns were “she” and “her.” 
Heartbreakingly, she told the nurse, “I want my 
breasts back.” The surgeon’s office contacted our 
office because they didn’t know what to say to 
this girl.

My colleague and I said that we would reach 
out. It took a while to track her down, and when 
we did we made sure that she was in decent 
mental health, that she was not actively suicidal, 
that she was not using substances. The last I 
heard, she was pregnant. Of course, she’ll never 
be able to breastfeed her child. 

‘GET ON BOARD, OR GET OUT’

My concerns about what was going on at the 
center started to overtake my life. By spring 
2020, I felt a medical and moral obligation to do 
something. So I spoke up in the office, and sent 
plenty of emails. 

Here’s just one example: On January 6, 2022, I 
received an email from a staff therapist asking 
me for help with a case of a 16-year-old 
transgender male living in another state. “Parents 
are open to having patient see a therapist but are 
not supportive of gender and patient does not 
want parents to be aware of gender identity. I am 
having a challenging time finding a gender 
affirming therapist.”

I replied:
“I do not ethically agree with linking a minor 

patient to a therapist who would be gender 
affirming with gender as a focus of their work 
without that being discussed with the parents and 
the parent agreeing to that kind of care.”

In all my years at the Washington University 
School of Medicine, I had received solidly 
positive performance reviews. But in 2021, that 
changed. I got a below-average mark for my 
“ J u d g m e n t ”  a n d  “ W o r k i n g 
Relationships/Cooperative Spirit.” Although I 
was described as “responsible, conscientious, 
hard-working and productive” the evaluation 
also noted: “At times Jamie responds poorly to 
direction from management with defensiveness 
and hostility.” 

Things came to a head at a half-day retreat in 
summer of 2022. In front of the team, the doctors 
said that my colleague and I had to stop 

questioning the “medicine and the science” as 
well as their authority. Then an administrator told 
us we had to “Get on board, or get out.” It became 
clear that the purpose of the retreat was to deliver 
these messages to us.

The Washington University system provides a 
generous college tuition payment program for 
long-standing employees. I live by my paycheck 
and have no money to put aside for five college 
tuitions for my kids. I had to keep my job. I also 
feel a lot of loyalty to Washington University.

But I decided then and there that I had to get out 
of the Transgender Center, and to do so, I had to 
keep my head down and improve my next 
performance review. 

I managed to get a decent evaluation, and I 
landed a job conducting research in another part 
of The Washington University School of 
Medicine. I gave my notice and left the 
Transgender Center in November of 2022. 

WHAT I WANT TO SEE HAPPEN

For a couple of weeks, I tried to put everything 
behind me and settled into my new job as a 
clinical research coordinator, managing studies 
regarding children undergoing bone marrow 
transplants. 

Then I came across comments from Dr. Rachel 
Levine, a transgender woman who is a high 
official at the federal Department of Health and 
Human Services. The article read: “Levine, the 
U.S. assistant secretary for health, said that 
clinics are proceeding carefully and that no 
American children are receiving drugs or 
hormones for gender dysphoria who shouldn’t.”

I felt stunned and sickened. It wasn’t true. And I 
know that from deep first-hand experience. 

So I started writing down everything I could 
about my experience at the Transgender Center. 
Two weeks ago, I brought my concerns and 
documents to the attention of Missouri’s attorney 
general. He is a Republican. I am a progressive. 
But the safety of children should not be a matter 
for our culture wars. 

Given the secrecy and lack of rigorous 
standards that characterize youth gender 
transition across the country, I believe that to 
ensure the safety of American children, we need 
a moratorium on the hormonal and surgical 
treatment of young people with gender 
dysphoria. 

In the past 15 years, according to Reuters, the 
U.S. has gone from having no pediatric gender 
clinics to more than 100. A thorough analysis 
should be undertaken to find out what has been 
done to their patients and why—and what the 
long-term consequences are.

There is a clear path for us to follow. Just last 
year England announced that it would close the 
Tavistock’s youth gender clinic, then the NHS’s 
only such clinic in the country, after an 
investigation revealed shoddy practices and poor 
patient treatment. Sweden and Finland, too, have 
investigated pediatric transition and greatly 
curbed the practice, finding there is insufficient 
evidence of help, and danger of great harm. 

Some critics describe the kind of treatment 
offered at places like the Transgender Center 
where I worked as a kind of national experiment. 
But that’s wrong. 

Experiments are supposed to be carefully 
designed. Hypotheses are supposed to be tested 
ethically. The doctors I worked alongside at the 
Transgender Center said frequently about the 
treatment of our patients: “We are building the 
plane while we are flying it.” No one should be a 
passenger on that kind of aircraft.       jjj
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By Jeff Charles

(Liberty Nation) - The school 
choice movement has been 
gaining serious traction over the 
past three years, and if the 
momentum holds, America 
might soon see most states 
funding students instead of 
systems. The idea that parents 
should decide where and how 
their children are educated has been 
the subject of debate for decades. 
But now that conversation is 
intensifying.

School choice was catapulted onto 
the national stage amid the COVID-
1 9  l o c k d o w n  w h e n  p a r e n t s 
discovered what their children’s 
schools were teaching them. When 
it became apparent that many of 
t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e 
indoctrinating students with far-
leftist views on race, sexuality, and 
gender identity, the predictable 
backlash ensued, with people 
showing up to school board 
meetings to protest the problematic 
material.

STATES EMBRACING 
SCHOOL CHOICE

In 2023, several states are set to 
pass comprehensive school choice 
legislation that would make it easier 
for parents to send their kids to 
private and charter schools. Those 
who choose to homeschool will 
have a smoother experience as well 
if these bills pass.

One of the most highly touted 
educa t iona l  measures  be ing 
considered in many states would 
create education savings accounts 
(ESAs), similar to the laws passed in 
Arizona last year. ESAs are “state-
funded accounts for parents who are 
looking for alternative education 
options for children besides their 
local public school,” according to 
The Hill.

The state would deposit a specific 
sum of money into the account 

every year to help parents pay for 
educational expenses such as 
private school tuition, tutors, 
homeschooling resources, and 
more. Each state pays a different 
amount. In Arizona, for example, 
pupi ls  receive up to  $7,000 
annually. Currently, more than 15 
states are considering proposals that 
would create ESA programs for 
students, among other provisions 
designed to help parents exercise 
more educational options.

After years of trying, Iowa became 
the first state this year to pass 
sweeping school choice legislation. 
In January, Republican Gov. Kim 
Reynolds signed into law a series of 
measures, one of which is the 
establishment of an ESA program 
that provides funding that can be 
used for private school tuition. 
Reynolds, along with Republicans 
in the state legislature, tried and 
failed twice to pass this type of 
legislation. But the third time was 
the charm. Next up was Utah, the 
second state to enact a universal 
school choice program shortly after 
Iowa. Republican Gov. Spencer 
Cox signed the new legislation, 
which created a state-funded 
scholarship program that will grant 
$8,000 to each student that can be 
used toward education-related 
expenses outside of public schools.

Texas, similar to Iowa, has not had 
an easy time enacting school choice 
legislation. But now signs are   
promising. With the current hubbub 
over education, parents in Texas are 
demanding better options for their 
children. GOP Gov. Greg Abbott 
has expressed support for such laws 

in the past, and Republicans in 
the state legislature are working 
feverishly during the current 
legislative session to craft a bill 
that will get enough support. 
However, they will face tough 
opposition from Democrats and 
R e p u b l i c a n  l a w m a k e r s 
representing rural areas of the 
state.

A r k a n s a s ,  N e v a d a ,  a n d 
Oklahoma are looking to adopt ESA 
programs later this year as well, 
meaning that a significant number 
of states will be allowing parents to 
have more of a choice in their 
children’s education.

MORE CHOICES, BETTER 
OUTCOMES?

Naturally, those on the left are 
none too happy about the new 
developments in the world of 
education. Indeed, Democrats have 
tried everything from claiming 
school choice is racist to attempting 
to get the Justice Department to 
label parents protesting critical race 
theory as “domestic terrorists.”

This is not shocking given the fact 
that school choice is likely the best 
weapon against the effort to 
indoctrinate children. Passing laws 
barring the teaching of critical race 
theory can only do so much to 
address the issue. Indeed, some 
teachers have already found ways to 
work around these bans. Moreover, 
some school districts are enacting 
policies that allow for the grooming 
of children into transgender 
ideology and even in helping kids 
“transition” to the opposite sex.

But if parents are able to pick 
which schools their children attend 
– or to pull them out of schools 
altogether – progressives will have 
fewer kids to indoctrinate. This does 
not mean they will stop trying – but 
more educational options will go a 
long way toward protect ing 
children from being propagandized.

jjj

www.usobserver.comUS~Observer • Page 14 www.usobserver.com US~Observer • Page 15

Name  ____________________________________

Address__________________________________ 

Phone (___) _____________Office (___) ________

City ___________________State___ Zip________

E-mail Address ____________________________

Subscription Form

Subscription Cost:
12 issues for $29.50!

 

US~Observer
233 Rogue River Highway PMB #387

Grants Pass, Oregon 97527-5429
Check or 

Money Order

Keep-up on the real news,

Subscribe Today!

Phone 541-474-7885

12-issue
Subscription

24-issue
Subscription

Check One:

Includes

Shipping!

$29.50 $50.00

24-issue
Subscription only

$50.00!

“Family”
Subscriptions
$19.50 ea.

US~Observer
233 Rogue River Highway PMB #387

Grants Pass, Oregon 97527-5429

Detach and mail along with your subscription amount

Get a US~Observer Subscription All The News You Need To Know

By US~Observer Staff

Many people wonder how a 
newspaper can help a person 
facing criminal charges, or 
those who are being faced with 
being victimized in a civil 
issue. 

People find it difficult to 
understand that maybe their 
first stop when they are falsely 
accused, charged or abused 
should be the US~Observer. 

So... Why the US~Observer? 
The answer is quite simple. We 
win your case.

When an innocent person is 
charged with a crime, or taken 
advantage of civilly, the 
US~Observer conducts a 
thorough investigation. We 
obtain evidence that attorneys 
and licensed investigators 
cannot obtain because of the 
many licensing rules they must 
follow. We have no rules. 
When an innocent person’s 
life, freedom or property are in 
jeopardy, we expeditiously get 
to the truth and facts, no matter 
what it takes.

CRIMINAL CASES

Concerning false criminal 
cha rges ,  when  we  have 
acquired conclusive evidence 
of innocence we go to the 
elected prosecutor responsible 
for filing those false charges, 
and give him/her the evidence. 
Then, we demand that they 
drop the false charges they 
have filed. If they refuse, we 
take them into our court – the 
court of public opinion. Here, 
the  two th ings  they are 
protective of, or are always 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h ,  t h e i r 
reputation and career, become 
vulnerable. 

When we publish about them 
and the specific abuse they 
have leveled at an innocent 
person the game changes. 
Publicly, they must face their 
friends, family and community 
–  o u r  c o u r t  i s  w h e r e 
accountability begins. 

The prosecutor soon finds 
that the one and only thing that 
he/she fears is exposure. When 
they are faced with losing their 
career and/or reputation they 
usually do the right thing and 
dismiss the false charges. If 
they don’t we escalate our 
exposure until they are forced 
to accept the truth – the facts!

Keep in mind that as we 
escalate our efforts publicly, 
any possible future jury pool is 
becoming aware of the false 
charge(s) as they read the facts 
on the front page of a national 
newspaper. 

When  prosecu tors  f i l e 
charges they send press 
releases to the media. We do 
the exact same thing that 
prosecutors do except we 
p u b l i s h  a b s o l u t e  f a c t s , 
obtained by conducting our 
thorough investigation; they 
often rush to judgment and 
release lies to the jury pool. 
They do this because it works 
and ensures them a conviction. 
We do this because it works 
and ensures the innocent 
person a dropped charge or an 
acquittal.

Again, at the end of the day 
the prosecutor either drops the 
fa l se  charge(s )  o r  the i r 
reputation and career are 
demolished and they lose at 
trial. They lose because we 
were able to obtain crucial 
evidence that no one else 
could.

CIVIL CASES

We handle civil cases in 
much the same manner as our 
criminal cases. If someone has 
stolen from you, whether it be 
your money, property, child or 
other, we give that person, 
agency or other the chance to 
return your property. Often, 
they comply because they 
cannot stand exposure – 
exposure can lead to possible 
criminal charges and huge 
civil damages payouts. Before 
long, they all either do the right 
thing and comply or they are 
ruined – ruined by the truth and 
facts.

If you are in trouble, don’t 
roll the dice with just an 
attorney.

CRIMES UNANSWERED

Given the US~Observer’s 
track record of defeating false 
criminal charges, it stands to 
reason that the US~Observer is 
definitely the “Go To” when 
someone is getting away with a 
crime or dishonest action. 

Do you know someone who 
should be in prison? Did they 
harm you? Steal from you? 
Abuse you or someone you 
know?

Did the justice system turn a 
b l i n d  e y e ?  We r e  t h e y 
seemingly above the law?

Contact the US~Observer – 
We will help ensure justice is 
served! 
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If You’re in Trouble, We Help

By Tate Ryan-Mosley

(MIT Technology Review)  - 
Recommendation algorithms sort most 
of what we see online and determine 
how posts, news articles, and accounts 
you follow are prioritized on digital 
platforms. In the past, recommendation 
algorithms and their influence on our 
politics have been the subject of much 
debate; think Cambridge Analytica, 
filter bubbles, and the amplification of 
fake news. 

Now they’re at the center of a 
landmark legal case that ultimately has 
the power to completely change how 
we live online. On February 21, the 
Supreme Court will hear arguments in 
Gonzalez v. Google, which deals with 
allegations that Google violated the 
Anti-Terrorism Act when YouTube’s 
recommendations promoted ISIS 
content. It’s the first time the court will 
consider a legal provision called 
Section 230.

Section 230 is the legal foundation 
that, for decades, all the big internet 
companies with any user generated 
stuff — Google, Facebook, Wikimedia, 
AOL, even Craigslist — built their 
policies and often businesses upon. As I 
recently wrote, it has “long protected 
social platforms from lawsuits over 
harmful user-generated content while 
giving them leeway to remove posts at 
their discretion.”  (A reminder: 
Presidents Trump and Biden have both 
said they are in favor of getting rid of 
Section 230, which they argue gives 
platforms too much power with little 
oversight; tech companies and many 
free-speech advocates want to keep it.)

SCOTUS has  homed in  on  a 
v e r y  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n :  A r e 
recommendations of content the same 
as display of content, the latter of which 
is widely accepted as being covered by 
Section 230? 

The stakes could not really be higher. 
As I wrote: “[I]f Section 230 is 
repealed or broadly reinterpreted, 
these companies may be forced to 
t r a n s f o r m  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  t o 
moderating content and to overhaul 
their platform architectures in the 
process.”

Without getting into all the legalese 
here, what is important to understand is 
that while it might seem plausible to 
d r a w  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a l g o r i t h m s 
(especially those that aid terrorists) and 
the display and hosting of content, 
technically speaking, it’s a really 
murky distinction. Algorithms that sort 
by chronology, geography, or other 

criteria manage the display of most 
content in some way, and tech 
companies and some experts say it’s 
not easy to draw a line between this and 
algorithmic amplification, which 
deliberately boosts certain content and 
can have harmful consequences (and 
some beneficial ones too). 

While my recent story narrowed in on 
the risks the ruling poses to community 
moderation systems online, including 
features like the Reddit upvote, experts 
I spoke with had a slew of concerns. 
Many of them shared the same worry 
tha t  SCOTUS won’t  de l iver  a 
technically and socially nuanced ruling 
with clarity. 

“This Supreme Court doesn’t give me 
a lot of confidence,” Eric Goldman, a 
professor and dean at Santa Clara 
University School of Law, told me. 
Goldman is concerned that the ruling 
wi l l  have  b road  un in ten t iona l 
consequences and worries about the 
risk of an “opinion that’s an internet 
killer.” 

On the other hand, some experts told 
me that the harms inflicted on 
individuals and society by algorithms 
have reached an unacceptable level, 
and though it might be more ideal to 
r e g u l a t e  a l g o r i t h m s  t h r o u g h 
legislation, SCOTUS should really 
take this opportunity to change internet 
law. 

“We’re all looking at the technology 
landscape, particularly the internet, 
and being like, ‘This is not great,’” 
Hany Farid, a professor of engineering 
and information at the University of 
California, Berkeley, told me. “It’s not 
great for us as individuals. It’s not great 
for societies. It’s not great for 
democracies.” 

In studying the online proliferation of 
child sexual abuse material, covid 
misinformation, and terrorist content, 
F a r i d  h a s  s e e n  h o w  c o n t e n t 
recommendation algorithms can leave 
users vulnerable to really destructive 
material. 

You’ve probably experienced this in 
some way; I recently did too—which I 
wrote about  in an essay about 
algorithms that consumed my digital 
life after my dad’s latest cancer 
diagnosis. It’s one of the harder stories 
I’ve ever written and certainly the one 
in which I feel the most vulnerable. 
Over a decade of working in emerging 
tech and policy, I’ve studied and 
observed some of the most concerning 
impacts of surveillance capitalism, but 
it’s a whole different thing when your 
own algorithms trap you in a cycle of 
extreme and sensitive content.

As I wrote:

I  s t a r t e d ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a n d 
unintentionally, consuming people’s 
experiences of grief and tragedy 
through Instagram videos, various 
newsfeeds, and Twitter testimonials. It 
was as if the internet secretly teamed up 
with my compulsions and started 
indulging my own worst fantasies ….

Yet with every search and click, I 
inadvertently created a sticky web of 
digital grief. Ultimately, it would prove 
nearly impossible to untangle myself. 
My mournful digital life was preserved 
i n  a m b e r  b y  t h e  p e r n i c i o u s 
personalized algorithms that had deftly 
observed my mental preoccupations 
and offered me ever more cancer and 
loss. 

In short, my online experience on 
platforms like Google, Amazon, 
Twitter,  and Instagram became 
overwhelmed with posts about cancer 
and grieving. It was unhealthy, and as 
my dad started to recover, the apps 
wouldn’t let me move on with my life. 

I spent months talking to experts 
about how overpowering and harmful 
recommendation algorithms can be, 
a n d  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  w h e n 
personalization turns toxic. I gathered a 
lot of tips for managing your digital 
life, but I also learned that tech 
companies have a really hard time 
controlling their own algorithms — 
thanks in part to machine learning. 

On my Google Discover page, for 
example, I was seeing loads of stories 
about cancer and grief, which is not in 
line with the company’s targeting 
policies that are supposed to prevent 
the system from serving content on 
sensitive health issues. 

Imagine how dangerous it is for 
uncontrollable, personalized streams of 
upsetting content to bombard teenagers 
struggling with an eating disorder or 
tendencies toward self-harm. Or a 
woman who recently had a miscarriage, 
like the friend of one reader who wrote 
in after my story was published. Or, as 
in the Gonzalez case, young men who 
get recruited to join ISIS. 

So while the case before the justices 
may seem largely theoretical, it is really 
fundamental to our daily lives and the 
role that the internet plays in society. As 
Farid told me, “You can say, ‘Look, this 
isn’t our problem. The internet is the 
internet. It reflects the world’… I reject 
that idea.” But recommendation 
systems organize the internet. Could 
we really live without them?  
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California May Keep Schools from 
Suspending Unruly Students

By Joseph Mackinnon

(The Blaze) - The California 
Senate is considering a bill that 
would prohibit  schools from 
suspending disruptive and defiant 
students. The rationale behind the 
bill  is that such suspensions 
disproportionately affect black male 
students.

This ban on holding students 
accountable for bad behavior would 
apply to charter schools and public 
schools alike, grades 1 through 12.

WHAT ARE THE DETAILS?

State Sen. Nancy Skinner (D) 
introduced SB-274 on Feb. 1, which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Education on Feb. 9.

The bill would prevent students in 
grades 1 through 12 from being 
suspended for “disrupting school 
activities or otherwise willfully 
defying the valid authority of 
s u p e r v i s o r s ,  t e a c h e r s , 
administrators, school officials, or 
other school personnel engaged in 
the performance of their duties.”

In addition to giving a pass to 
disruptive and unruly students set on 
interrupting classes and making it 
difficult for other students to learn, 
Skinner’s bill also prohibits the 
suspension or expulsion of students 
who are “truant, tardy, or otherwise 
absent from school activities.”

The bill contends that “California 
law concerning youth,  their 
development, and punishment for 
their behaviors has been evolving,” 
suggesting that expecting less 
accountability and responsibility 
from students has been a mark of 
progress.

Skinner’s bill suggests that non-
he te rosexua l  and  non-whi te 
students “are more likely to be 
suspended for behavior deemed to 
be a willfully defiant offense even 
when harmless.”

It also intimates that greater 
permissiveness concerning bad 
behavior  by  s tudents  would 
disproportionately benefit black 
pupils, who, according to the 
C a l i f o r n i a  S c h o o l  B o a r d 
Association, are “suspended at a far 

higher rate than their peers.”
Noting how in the 2019-2020 

schoo l  year,  b lack  s tuden t s 
composed 5.4% of public school 
students in the state, but accounted 
for 15% of students who were 
s u s p e n d e d ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Education concluded 
worse behavior was not to blame, 
but “harsher treatment for minor 
offenses such as talking in class and 
other nonviolent behavior.”

Concerning a similar suggestion 
made in a 2019 report from the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, Gail 
H e r i o t ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
commission, said there was no 
evidence to support this sweeping 
asser t ion and that  “there  is 
abundant evidence to the contrary.”

“When one looks at aggregate 
statistics concerning which students 
are sent to the principal's office by 
their teachers, there are strong 
d i f f e rences ,”  wro te  Her io t . 
“Deny ing  those  d i f f e rences 
amounts to an accusation that 
teachers are getting it not just 
wrong, but very wrong. It is a slap in 
the face to teachers.”

Davina Keiser, a retired teacher 
formerly with the Long Beach 
Unified School District, told the 
E p o c h  Ti m e s  t h a t  e n a b l i n g 
d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v i o r  t o  g o 
unpunished is “detrimental to the 
learning of everybody else in the 
classroom. ... It’s almost like a 
license for the rest of the kids to go 
ahead and misbehave.”

Lance Christensen, vice president 
of education policy and government 
affairs at the California Policy 
Center, agrees that a failure to 
discipline will only exacerbate 
problems in the classroom.

“When these bills take away the 
tools for dealing with those who are 
willfully defiant, all they do is just 
move the violence to a higher level 
and escalate the violence,” said 
Christensen. “[Y]ou cannot just 
throw the baby out with the 
bathwater and get rid of a discipline 
policy that works.”

Christensen told the Epoch Times 
that “if a kid is willfully defiant, the 
race or the color of their skin 
shouldn’t matter at all.”

Keiser underscored that equal 
treatment and equal opportunity 
demand treating all students “with 
the  same respect ,  care ,  and 
consequences.”

I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y 
deleterious impact that disruptions 
can have on polite and obedient 
students of all races, Skinner 
appears more concerned with the 
consequences disruptors will face if 
h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r 
misbehavior.

“School suspensions can also 
result in substantial economic and 
social costs for families, including 
other children in the household, 
t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r 
communities,” says Skinner’s bill.

The bill also appears to pose a 
correlation as a causation, noting 
that “Suspended or expelled pupils 
are five times more likely to drop out 
of school and to fall into the so-
called school-to-prison pipeline, 
costing the state an estimated 
$46,000,000,000 per year.”

Skinner had authored a similar bill 
in 2019, which applied only to 4th- 
and 5th-grade pupils. It was passed 
and signed by Democratic Gov. 
Gavin Newsom.

While California Democrats 
appear keen to have students endure 
anarchy in hopes of securing so-
called equity, they are not alone.

Education Week reported in 2021 
that  the U.S.  Department of 
Education under President Joe 
Biden was looking at “how best to 
support and build schools’ capacity 
to promote positive, inclusive, safe, 
and supportive school climates in a 
nondiscriminatory manner.”

“All students deserve access to 
safe, supportive schools and 
classrooms. Discrimination and use 
of exclusionary discipline can 
negatively impact students’ abilities 
to learn, grow and thrive,” said U.S. 
Secretary of Education Miguel 
Cardona in a statement. “We’re 
seeking information so that the 
Department can help schools and 
educators confront disparities and 
c r e a t e  i n c l u s i v e  s c h o o l 
environments that set all students up 
for success.”
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The Supreme Court May Overhaul 
How You Live Online

Content recommendation algorithms rule your digital life. 
The Section 230 case under review could change it all.

Anti-Aging Breakthrough?
Anti-Inflammatory Drug 
Turns Back Time, Makes 
Aging Blood Young Again

It’s a Great Year for School Choice

By Alanna Madden

(Courthouse News) Portland, 
OR — Oregon Attorney General 
Ellen Rosenblum upped the ante on 
the state Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission on Friday, February 
10th, announcing plans to open a 
criminal investigation into ethics 
v io la t ions  regard ing  l iquor 
purchases made by agency staff and 
“possibly others.”

The announcement came two 
days after Oregon Governor Tina 
Kotek sent a letter to members of 
the Oregon Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission in which she revealed 
she learned of ethics violations 
a m o n g s t  s t a f f  a f t e r  a s k i n g 
executive director Steve Marks to 
step down.

“After requesting the head of the 
Oregon Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission’s (OLCC) resignation, 
my administration became aware 
that leaders within this agency, 
including the director himself, 
abused their position for personal 
gain per their own admission in an 
internal investigation,” Kotek 
wrote in the letter Wednesday. 
“ T h i s  b e h a v i o r  i s  w h o l l y 
unacceptable. I will not tolerate 
wrong fu l  v io la t ions  o f  our 
government ethics laws.”

Kotek then urged the commission 
to install new leadership and 
remove the managers and executive 
leadership “who have taken 

advantage of their access and 
authority to benefit themselves.”

“I have asked the attorney 
general to conduct an independent 
civil investigation to look into the 
extent of any wrongdoing and 
recommend stronger protocols for 
ensuring ethics laws are followed 
by OLCC,” Kotek wrote.

The ethics violations in question 
were revealed the same day by The 
Oregonian/OregonLive, which 
outlined how top officials from the 
commission had long diverted 
premium booze like Pappy Van 
Winkle bourbon from the public for 
their own use, conflicting with state 
ethics laws.

Accord ing  to  Oregonian  / 
OregonLive reporter  Noelle 
Crombie, the agency learned of the 
practice in April 2022 after a 
departing employee sent over his 
concerns in an email, prompting an 
internal investigation. What the 
agency found was that the practice 
was not only common, but its 
executive director was a part of the 
scheme along with his second-in-
command and four other managers.

The Office of the Attorney 
General said that until it completes 
its criminal investigation of the 
matter, the civil investigation 
requested by Governor Kotek will 
be put on hold.

Commission could not be reached 
for comment by press time.       jjj

Oregon AG Opens Criminal 
Probe into State Liquor and 

Cannabis Commission

By Chris Melore

(StudyFinds) - Young blood 
studies have been focusing on 
infusing older patients with the 
blood of their younger and healthier 
peers. While these transfusions 
show promise at turning back the 
clock, a new study finds scientists 
may be able to do this without using 
someone else’s blood. Researchers 
from Columbia University in New 
York say an anti-inflammatory drug 
can rejuvenate the system which 
makes blood — possibly increasing 
the human lifespan by decades!

“An aging blood system, because 
it’s a vector for a lot of proteins, 
cytokines, and cells, has a lot of bad 
consequences for the organism,” 
says Emmanuelle Passegué, PhD, 
director of the Columbia Stem Cell 
Initiative, in a university release. 
“A 70-year-old with a 40-year-old 
blood system could have a longer 
hea l thspan ,  i f  no t  a  longer 
lifespan.”

HOW DOES THE DRUG 
MAKE BLOOD YOUNG 

AGAIN?

Passegué and graduate student 
Carl Mitchell discovered the anti-
inflammatory drug anakinra, 
approved for use in rheumatoid 
arthritis cases, reverses some of the 
e f f e c t s  o f  a g i n g  o n  t h e 
hematopoietic system. The drug is 
available under the brand name 
Kineret.

“These results indicate that such 
s t ra tegies  hold  promise  for 
maintaining heal thier  blood 
production in the elderly,” Mitchell 
says.

The team found this drug after 
examining the stem cells which are 
responsible for creating all the 
blood in a person’s body. They also 
analyzed the niches where these 
special cells reside within bone 
marrow — the center of a person’s 
bones.

A s  a  p e r s o n  a g e s ,  t h e 
hematopoietic stem cells start to 
change  as  we l l .  They  s t a r t 
producing fewer and fewer red 
blood cells and immune cells. This 
can lead to blood conditions like 
anemia as well as a weakening 
immune system. These aging blood 
cells also have more trouble 

maintaining their genetic structure, 
which can result in the onset of 
blood cancer.

Previous attempts at rejuvenating 
the blood system — through 
exercise, diet, and even young 
blood transfusions — all failed in 
experiments with mice. That’s 
when Passegué’s team started 
looking at the bone marrow itself.

“Blood stem cells live in a niche; 
we thought what happens in this 
specialized local environment 
could be a big part of the problem,” 
Mitchell explains.

Within aging mice, the new study 
reveals that the environment where 
the blood-producing stem cells live 
becomes overwhelmed with 
inflammation and deteriorates — 
lead ing  to  b lood  s t em ce l l 
dysfunction. Results show the 
damaged bone marrow niche, IL-
1B, plays a key role in driving these 
aging features. However, anakinra 
is  capable of blocking this. 
Administering the drug returned 
aging blood to a younger and 
healthier state.

THIS COULD LEAD TO AN 
ANTI-AGING TREATMENT 

FOR PEOPLE OVER 50

The team discovered even more 
anti-aging benefits in the blood 
system and bone marrow after 
preventing IL-1B from triggering 
inflammation throughout the 
animals’ lifespans. The New York 
team is now studying whether 
humans would benefit from this 
same treatment, instead relying on 
young blood transfusions.

“Treating elderly patients with 
anti-inflammatory drugs blocking 
IL-1B function should help with 
maintaining heal thier  blood 
production,” Passegué says, who 
hopes this study will soon lead to 
clinical trials.

“We know that bone tissue begins 
to degrade when people are in their 
50s. What happens in middle age? 
Why does the niche fail first?” 
Passegué continues. “Only by 
h a v i n g  a  d e e p  m o l e c u l a r 
understanding will it be possible to 
identify approaches that can truly 
delay aging.”

Passegué’s findings are published 
in the journal Nature Cell Biology.
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By Jeff Charles

(Liberty Nation) - The school 
choice movement has been 
gaining serious traction over the 
past three years, and if the 
momentum holds, America 
might soon see most states 
funding students instead of 
systems. The idea that parents 
should decide where and how 
their children are educated has been 
the subject of debate for decades. 
But now that conversation is 
intensifying.

School choice was catapulted onto 
the national stage amid the COVID-
1 9  l o c k d o w n  w h e n  p a r e n t s 
discovered what their children’s 
schools were teaching them. When 
it became apparent that many of 
t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w e r e 
indoctrinating students with far-
leftist views on race, sexuality, and 
gender identity, the predictable 
backlash ensued, with people 
showing up to school board 
meetings to protest the problematic 
material.

STATES EMBRACING 
SCHOOL CHOICE

In 2023, several states are set to 
pass comprehensive school choice 
legislation that would make it easier 
for parents to send their kids to 
private and charter schools. Those 
who choose to homeschool will 
have a smoother experience as well 
if these bills pass.

One of the most highly touted 
educa t iona l  measures  be ing 
considered in many states would 
create education savings accounts 
(ESAs), similar to the laws passed in 
Arizona last year. ESAs are “state-
funded accounts for parents who are 
looking for alternative education 
options for children besides their 
local public school,” according to 
The Hill.

The state would deposit a specific 
sum of money into the account 

every year to help parents pay for 
educational expenses such as 
private school tuition, tutors, 
homeschooling resources, and 
more. Each state pays a different 
amount. In Arizona, for example, 
pupi ls  receive up to  $7,000 
annually. Currently, more than 15 
states are considering proposals that 
would create ESA programs for 
students, among other provisions 
designed to help parents exercise 
more educational options.

After years of trying, Iowa became 
the first state this year to pass 
sweeping school choice legislation. 
In January, Republican Gov. Kim 
Reynolds signed into law a series of 
measures, one of which is the 
establishment of an ESA program 
that provides funding that can be 
used for private school tuition. 
Reynolds, along with Republicans 
in the state legislature, tried and 
failed twice to pass this type of 
legislation. But the third time was 
the charm. Next up was Utah, the 
second state to enact a universal 
school choice program shortly after 
Iowa. Republican Gov. Spencer 
Cox signed the new legislation, 
which created a state-funded 
scholarship program that will grant 
$8,000 to each student that can be 
used toward education-related 
expenses outside of public schools.

Texas, similar to Iowa, has not had 
an easy time enacting school choice 
legislation. But now signs are   
promising. With the current hubbub 
over education, parents in Texas are 
demanding better options for their 
children. GOP Gov. Greg Abbott 
has expressed support for such laws 

in the past, and Republicans in 
the state legislature are working 
feverishly during the current 
legislative session to craft a bill 
that will get enough support. 
However, they will face tough 
opposition from Democrats and 
R e p u b l i c a n  l a w m a k e r s 
representing rural areas of the 
state.

A r k a n s a s ,  N e v a d a ,  a n d 
Oklahoma are looking to adopt ESA 
programs later this year as well, 
meaning that a significant number 
of states will be allowing parents to 
have more of a choice in their 
children’s education.

MORE CHOICES, BETTER 
OUTCOMES?

Naturally, those on the left are 
none too happy about the new 
developments in the world of 
education. Indeed, Democrats have 
tried everything from claiming 
school choice is racist to attempting 
to get the Justice Department to 
label parents protesting critical race 
theory as “domestic terrorists.”

This is not shocking given the fact 
that school choice is likely the best 
weapon against the effort to 
indoctrinate children. Passing laws 
barring the teaching of critical race 
theory can only do so much to 
address the issue. Indeed, some 
teachers have already found ways to 
work around these bans. Moreover, 
some school districts are enacting 
policies that allow for the grooming 
of children into transgender 
ideology and even in helping kids 
“transition” to the opposite sex.

But if parents are able to pick 
which schools their children attend 
– or to pull them out of schools 
altogether – progressives will have 
fewer kids to indoctrinate. This does 
not mean they will stop trying – but 
more educational options will go a 
long way toward protect ing 
children from being propagandized.

jjj

www.usobserver.comUS~Observer • Page 14 www.usobserver.com US~Observer • Page 15

Name  ____________________________________

Address__________________________________ 

Phone (___) _____________Office (___) ________

City ___________________State___ Zip________

E-mail Address ____________________________

Subscription Form

Subscription Cost:
12 issues for $29.50!

 

US~Observer
233 Rogue River Highway PMB #387

Grants Pass, Oregon 97527-5429
Check or 

Money Order

Keep-up on the real news,

Subscribe Today!

Phone 541-474-7885

12-issue
Subscription

24-issue
Subscription

Check One:

Includes

Shipping!

$29.50 $50.00

24-issue
Subscription only

$50.00!

“Family”
Subscriptions
$19.50 ea.

US~Observer
233 Rogue River Highway PMB #387

Grants Pass, Oregon 97527-5429

Detach and mail along with your subscription amount

Get a US~Observer Subscription All The News You Need To Know

By US~Observer Staff

Many people wonder how a 
newspaper can help a person 
facing criminal charges, or 
those who are being faced with 
being victimized in a civil 
issue. 

People find it difficult to 
understand that maybe their 
first stop when they are falsely 
accused, charged or abused 
should be the US~Observer. 

So... Why the US~Observer? 
The answer is quite simple. We 
win your case.

When an innocent person is 
charged with a crime, or taken 
advantage of civilly, the 
US~Observer conducts a 
thorough investigation. We 
obtain evidence that attorneys 
and licensed investigators 
cannot obtain because of the 
many licensing rules they must 
follow. We have no rules. 
When an innocent person’s 
life, freedom or property are in 
jeopardy, we expeditiously get 
to the truth and facts, no matter 
what it takes.

CRIMINAL CASES

Concerning false criminal 
cha rges ,  when  we  have 
acquired conclusive evidence 
of innocence we go to the 
elected prosecutor responsible 
for filing those false charges, 
and give him/her the evidence. 
Then, we demand that they 
drop the false charges they 
have filed. If they refuse, we 
take them into our court – the 
court of public opinion. Here, 
the  two th ings  they are 
protective of, or are always 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h ,  t h e i r 
reputation and career, become 
vulnerable. 

When we publish about them 
and the specific abuse they 
have leveled at an innocent 
person the game changes. 
Publicly, they must face their 
friends, family and community 
–  o u r  c o u r t  i s  w h e r e 
accountability begins. 

The prosecutor soon finds 
that the one and only thing that 
he/she fears is exposure. When 
they are faced with losing their 
career and/or reputation they 
usually do the right thing and 
dismiss the false charges. If 
they don’t we escalate our 
exposure until they are forced 
to accept the truth – the facts!

Keep in mind that as we 
escalate our efforts publicly, 
any possible future jury pool is 
becoming aware of the false 
charge(s) as they read the facts 
on the front page of a national 
newspaper. 

When  prosecu tors  f i l e 
charges they send press 
releases to the media. We do 
the exact same thing that 
prosecutors do except we 
p u b l i s h  a b s o l u t e  f a c t s , 
obtained by conducting our 
thorough investigation; they 
often rush to judgment and 
release lies to the jury pool. 
They do this because it works 
and ensures them a conviction. 
We do this because it works 
and ensures the innocent 
person a dropped charge or an 
acquittal.

Again, at the end of the day 
the prosecutor either drops the 
fa l se  charge(s )  o r  the i r 
reputation and career are 
demolished and they lose at 
trial. They lose because we 
were able to obtain crucial 
evidence that no one else 
could.

CIVIL CASES

We handle civil cases in 
much the same manner as our 
criminal cases. If someone has 
stolen from you, whether it be 
your money, property, child or 
other, we give that person, 
agency or other the chance to 
return your property. Often, 
they comply because they 
cannot stand exposure – 
exposure can lead to possible 
criminal charges and huge 
civil damages payouts. Before 
long, they all either do the right 
thing and comply or they are 
ruined – ruined by the truth and 
facts.

If you are in trouble, don’t 
roll the dice with just an 
attorney.

CRIMES UNANSWERED

Given the US~Observer’s 
track record of defeating false 
criminal charges, it stands to 
reason that the US~Observer is 
definitely the “Go To” when 
someone is getting away with a 
crime or dishonest action. 

Do you know someone who 
should be in prison? Did they 
harm you? Steal from you? 
Abuse you or someone you 
know?

Did the justice system turn a 
b l i n d  e y e ?  We r e  t h e y 
seemingly above the law?

Contact the US~Observer – 
We will help ensure justice is 
served! 
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If You’re in Trouble, We Help

By Tate Ryan-Mosley

(MIT Technology Review)  - 
Recommendation algorithms sort most 
of what we see online and determine 
how posts, news articles, and accounts 
you follow are prioritized on digital 
platforms. In the past, recommendation 
algorithms and their influence on our 
politics have been the subject of much 
debate; think Cambridge Analytica, 
filter bubbles, and the amplification of 
fake news. 

Now they’re at the center of a 
landmark legal case that ultimately has 
the power to completely change how 
we live online. On February 21, the 
Supreme Court will hear arguments in 
Gonzalez v. Google, which deals with 
allegations that Google violated the 
Anti-Terrorism Act when YouTube’s 
recommendations promoted ISIS 
content. It’s the first time the court will 
consider a legal provision called 
Section 230.

Section 230 is the legal foundation 
that, for decades, all the big internet 
companies with any user generated 
stuff — Google, Facebook, Wikimedia, 
AOL, even Craigslist — built their 
policies and often businesses upon. As I 
recently wrote, it has “long protected 
social platforms from lawsuits over 
harmful user-generated content while 
giving them leeway to remove posts at 
their discretion.”  (A reminder: 
Presidents Trump and Biden have both 
said they are in favor of getting rid of 
Section 230, which they argue gives 
platforms too much power with little 
oversight; tech companies and many 
free-speech advocates want to keep it.)

SCOTUS has  homed in  on  a 
v e r y  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n :  A r e 
recommendations of content the same 
as display of content, the latter of which 
is widely accepted as being covered by 
Section 230? 

The stakes could not really be higher. 
As I wrote: “[I]f Section 230 is 
repealed or broadly reinterpreted, 
these companies may be forced to 
t r a n s f o r m  t h e i r  a p p ro a c h  t o 
moderating content and to overhaul 
their platform architectures in the 
process.”

Without getting into all the legalese 
here, what is important to understand is 
that while it might seem plausible to 
d r a w  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  a l g o r i t h m s 
(especially those that aid terrorists) and 
the display and hosting of content, 
technically speaking, it’s a really 
murky distinction. Algorithms that sort 
by chronology, geography, or other 

criteria manage the display of most 
content in some way, and tech 
companies and some experts say it’s 
not easy to draw a line between this and 
algorithmic amplification, which 
deliberately boosts certain content and 
can have harmful consequences (and 
some beneficial ones too). 

While my recent story narrowed in on 
the risks the ruling poses to community 
moderation systems online, including 
features like the Reddit upvote, experts 
I spoke with had a slew of concerns. 
Many of them shared the same worry 
tha t  SCOTUS won’t  de l iver  a 
technically and socially nuanced ruling 
with clarity. 

“This Supreme Court doesn’t give me 
a lot of confidence,” Eric Goldman, a 
professor and dean at Santa Clara 
University School of Law, told me. 
Goldman is concerned that the ruling 
wi l l  have  b road  un in ten t iona l 
consequences and worries about the 
risk of an “opinion that’s an internet 
killer.” 

On the other hand, some experts told 
me that the harms inflicted on 
individuals and society by algorithms 
have reached an unacceptable level, 
and though it might be more ideal to 
r e g u l a t e  a l g o r i t h m s  t h r o u g h 
legislation, SCOTUS should really 
take this opportunity to change internet 
law. 

“We’re all looking at the technology 
landscape, particularly the internet, 
and being like, ‘This is not great,’” 
Hany Farid, a professor of engineering 
and information at the University of 
California, Berkeley, told me. “It’s not 
great for us as individuals. It’s not great 
for societies. It’s not great for 
democracies.” 

In studying the online proliferation of 
child sexual abuse material, covid 
misinformation, and terrorist content, 
F a r i d  h a s  s e e n  h o w  c o n t e n t 
recommendation algorithms can leave 
users vulnerable to really destructive 
material. 

You’ve probably experienced this in 
some way; I recently did too—which I 
wrote about  in an essay about 
algorithms that consumed my digital 
life after my dad’s latest cancer 
diagnosis. It’s one of the harder stories 
I’ve ever written and certainly the one 
in which I feel the most vulnerable. 
Over a decade of working in emerging 
tech and policy, I’ve studied and 
observed some of the most concerning 
impacts of surveillance capitalism, but 
it’s a whole different thing when your 
own algorithms trap you in a cycle of 
extreme and sensitive content.

As I wrote:

I  s t a r t e d ,  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  a n d 
unintentionally, consuming people’s 
experiences of grief and tragedy 
through Instagram videos, various 
newsfeeds, and Twitter testimonials. It 
was as if the internet secretly teamed up 
with my compulsions and started 
indulging my own worst fantasies ….

Yet with every search and click, I 
inadvertently created a sticky web of 
digital grief. Ultimately, it would prove 
nearly impossible to untangle myself. 
My mournful digital life was preserved 
i n  a m b e r  b y  t h e  p e r n i c i o u s 
personalized algorithms that had deftly 
observed my mental preoccupations 
and offered me ever more cancer and 
loss. 

In short, my online experience on 
platforms like Google, Amazon, 
Twitter,  and Instagram became 
overwhelmed with posts about cancer 
and grieving. It was unhealthy, and as 
my dad started to recover, the apps 
wouldn’t let me move on with my life. 

I spent months talking to experts 
about how overpowering and harmful 
recommendation algorithms can be, 
a n d  a b o u t  w h a t  t o  d o  w h e n 
personalization turns toxic. I gathered a 
lot of tips for managing your digital 
life, but I also learned that tech 
companies have a really hard time 
controlling their own algorithms — 
thanks in part to machine learning. 

On my Google Discover page, for 
example, I was seeing loads of stories 
about cancer and grief, which is not in 
line with the company’s targeting 
policies that are supposed to prevent 
the system from serving content on 
sensitive health issues. 

Imagine how dangerous it is for 
uncontrollable, personalized streams of 
upsetting content to bombard teenagers 
struggling with an eating disorder or 
tendencies toward self-harm. Or a 
woman who recently had a miscarriage, 
like the friend of one reader who wrote 
in after my story was published. Or, as 
in the Gonzalez case, young men who 
get recruited to join ISIS. 

So while the case before the justices 
may seem largely theoretical, it is really 
fundamental to our daily lives and the 
role that the internet plays in society. As 
Farid told me, “You can say, ‘Look, this 
isn’t our problem. The internet is the 
internet. It reflects the world’… I reject 
that idea.” But recommendation 
systems organize the internet. Could 
we really live without them?  
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Continued from page 1 • The Chaos of Mandatory Minimum Sentencing

California May Keep Schools from 
Suspending Unruly Students

By Joseph Mackinnon

(The Blaze) - The California 
Senate is considering a bill that 
would prohibit  schools from 
suspending disruptive and defiant 
students. The rationale behind the 
bill  is that such suspensions 
disproportionately affect black male 
students.

This ban on holding students 
accountable for bad behavior would 
apply to charter schools and public 
schools alike, grades 1 through 12.

WHAT ARE THE DETAILS?

State Sen. Nancy Skinner (D) 
introduced SB-274 on Feb. 1, which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Education on Feb. 9.

The bill would prevent students in 
grades 1 through 12 from being 
suspended for “disrupting school 
activities or otherwise willfully 
defying the valid authority of 
s u p e r v i s o r s ,  t e a c h e r s , 
administrators, school officials, or 
other school personnel engaged in 
the performance of their duties.”

In addition to giving a pass to 
disruptive and unruly students set on 
interrupting classes and making it 
difficult for other students to learn, 
Skinner’s bill also prohibits the 
suspension or expulsion of students 
who are “truant, tardy, or otherwise 
absent from school activities.”

The bill contends that “California 
law concerning youth,  their 
development, and punishment for 
their behaviors has been evolving,” 
suggesting that expecting less 
accountability and responsibility 
from students has been a mark of 
progress.

Skinner’s bill suggests that non-
he te rosexua l  and  non-whi te 
students “are more likely to be 
suspended for behavior deemed to 
be a willfully defiant offense even 
when harmless.”

It also intimates that greater 
permissiveness concerning bad 
behavior  by  s tudents  would 
disproportionately benefit black 
pupils, who, according to the 
C a l i f o r n i a  S c h o o l  B o a r d 
Association, are “suspended at a far 

higher rate than their peers.”
Noting how in the 2019-2020 

schoo l  year,  b lack  s tuden t s 
composed 5.4% of public school 
students in the state, but accounted 
for 15% of students who were 
s u s p e n d e d ,  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of Education concluded 
worse behavior was not to blame, 
but “harsher treatment for minor 
offenses such as talking in class and 
other nonviolent behavior.”

Concerning a similar suggestion 
made in a 2019 report from the U.S. 
Commission on Civil Rights, Gail 
H e r i o t ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e 
commission, said there was no 
evidence to support this sweeping 
asser t ion and that  “there  is 
abundant evidence to the contrary.”

“When one looks at aggregate 
statistics concerning which students 
are sent to the principal's office by 
their teachers, there are strong 
d i f f e rences ,”  wro te  Her io t . 
“Deny ing  those  d i f f e rences 
amounts to an accusation that 
teachers are getting it not just 
wrong, but very wrong. It is a slap in 
the face to teachers.”

Davina Keiser, a retired teacher 
formerly with the Long Beach 
Unified School District, told the 
E p o c h  Ti m e s  t h a t  e n a b l i n g 
d i s r u p t i v e  b e h a v i o r  t o  g o 
unpunished is “detrimental to the 
learning of everybody else in the 
classroom. ... It’s almost like a 
license for the rest of the kids to go 
ahead and misbehave.”

Lance Christensen, vice president 
of education policy and government 
affairs at the California Policy 
Center, agrees that a failure to 
discipline will only exacerbate 
problems in the classroom.

“When these bills take away the 
tools for dealing with those who are 
willfully defiant, all they do is just 
move the violence to a higher level 
and escalate the violence,” said 
Christensen. “[Y]ou cannot just 
throw the baby out with the 
bathwater and get rid of a discipline 
policy that works.”

Christensen told the Epoch Times 
that “if a kid is willfully defiant, the 
race or the color of their skin 
shouldn’t matter at all.”

Keiser underscored that equal 
treatment and equal opportunity 
demand treating all students “with 
the  same respect ,  care ,  and 
consequences.”

I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y 
deleterious impact that disruptions 
can have on polite and obedient 
students of all races, Skinner 
appears more concerned with the 
consequences disruptors will face if 
h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r 
misbehavior.

“School suspensions can also 
result in substantial economic and 
social costs for families, including 
other children in the household, 
t h e i r  e m p l o y e r s ,  a n d  t h e i r 
communities,” says Skinner’s bill.

The bill also appears to pose a 
correlation as a causation, noting 
that “Suspended or expelled pupils 
are five times more likely to drop out 
of school and to fall into the so-
called school-to-prison pipeline, 
costing the state an estimated 
$46,000,000,000 per year.”

Skinner had authored a similar bill 
in 2019, which applied only to 4th- 
and 5th-grade pupils. It was passed 
and signed by Democratic Gov. 
Gavin Newsom.

While California Democrats 
appear keen to have students endure 
anarchy in hopes of securing so-
called equity, they are not alone.

Education Week reported in 2021 
that  the U.S.  Department of 
Education under President Joe 
Biden was looking at “how best to 
support and build schools’ capacity 
to promote positive, inclusive, safe, 
and supportive school climates in a 
nondiscriminatory manner.”

“All students deserve access to 
safe, supportive schools and 
classrooms. Discrimination and use 
of exclusionary discipline can 
negatively impact students’ abilities 
to learn, grow and thrive,” said U.S. 
Secretary of Education Miguel 
Cardona in a statement. “We’re 
seeking information so that the 
Department can help schools and 
educators confront disparities and 
c r e a t e  i n c l u s i v e  s c h o o l 
environments that set all students up 
for success.”
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The Supreme Court May Overhaul 
How You Live Online

Content recommendation algorithms rule your digital life. 
The Section 230 case under review could change it all.

Anti-Aging Breakthrough?
Anti-Inflammatory Drug 
Turns Back Time, Makes 
Aging Blood Young Again

It’s a Great Year for School Choice

By Alanna Madden

(Courthouse News) Portland, 
OR — Oregon Attorney General 
Ellen Rosenblum upped the ante on 
the state Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission on Friday, February 
10th, announcing plans to open a 
criminal investigation into ethics 
v io la t ions  regard ing  l iquor 
purchases made by agency staff and 
“possibly others.”

The announcement came two 
days after Oregon Governor Tina 
Kotek sent a letter to members of 
the Oregon Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission in which she revealed 
she learned of ethics violations 
a m o n g s t  s t a f f  a f t e r  a s k i n g 
executive director Steve Marks to 
step down.

“After requesting the head of the 
Oregon Liquor and Cannabis 
Commission’s (OLCC) resignation, 
my administration became aware 
that leaders within this agency, 
including the director himself, 
abused their position for personal 
gain per their own admission in an 
internal investigation,” Kotek 
wrote in the letter Wednesday. 
“ T h i s  b e h a v i o r  i s  w h o l l y 
unacceptable. I will not tolerate 
wrong fu l  v io la t ions  o f  our 
government ethics laws.”

Kotek then urged the commission 
to install new leadership and 
remove the managers and executive 
leadership “who have taken 

advantage of their access and 
authority to benefit themselves.”

“I have asked the attorney 
general to conduct an independent 
civil investigation to look into the 
extent of any wrongdoing and 
recommend stronger protocols for 
ensuring ethics laws are followed 
by OLCC,” Kotek wrote.

The ethics violations in question 
were revealed the same day by The 
Oregonian/OregonLive, which 
outlined how top officials from the 
commission had long diverted 
premium booze like Pappy Van 
Winkle bourbon from the public for 
their own use, conflicting with state 
ethics laws.

Accord ing  to  Oregonian  / 
OregonLive reporter  Noelle 
Crombie, the agency learned of the 
practice in April 2022 after a 
departing employee sent over his 
concerns in an email, prompting an 
internal investigation. What the 
agency found was that the practice 
was not only common, but its 
executive director was a part of the 
scheme along with his second-in-
command and four other managers.

The Office of the Attorney 
General said that until it completes 
its criminal investigation of the 
matter, the civil investigation 
requested by Governor Kotek will 
be put on hold.

Commission could not be reached 
for comment by press time.       jjj

Oregon AG Opens Criminal 
Probe into State Liquor and 

Cannabis Commission

By Chris Melore

(StudyFinds) - Young blood 
studies have been focusing on 
infusing older patients with the 
blood of their younger and healthier 
peers. While these transfusions 
show promise at turning back the 
clock, a new study finds scientists 
may be able to do this without using 
someone else’s blood. Researchers 
from Columbia University in New 
York say an anti-inflammatory drug 
can rejuvenate the system which 
makes blood — possibly increasing 
the human lifespan by decades!

“An aging blood system, because 
it’s a vector for a lot of proteins, 
cytokines, and cells, has a lot of bad 
consequences for the organism,” 
says Emmanuelle Passegué, PhD, 
director of the Columbia Stem Cell 
Initiative, in a university release. 
“A 70-year-old with a 40-year-old 
blood system could have a longer 
hea l thspan ,  i f  no t  a  longer 
lifespan.”

HOW DOES THE DRUG 
MAKE BLOOD YOUNG 

AGAIN?

Passegué and graduate student 
Carl Mitchell discovered the anti-
inflammatory drug anakinra, 
approved for use in rheumatoid 
arthritis cases, reverses some of the 
e f f e c t s  o f  a g i n g  o n  t h e 
hematopoietic system. The drug is 
available under the brand name 
Kineret.

“These results indicate that such 
s t ra tegies  hold  promise  for 
maintaining heal thier  blood 
production in the elderly,” Mitchell 
says.

The team found this drug after 
examining the stem cells which are 
responsible for creating all the 
blood in a person’s body. They also 
analyzed the niches where these 
special cells reside within bone 
marrow — the center of a person’s 
bones.

A s  a  p e r s o n  a g e s ,  t h e 
hematopoietic stem cells start to 
change  as  we l l .  They  s t a r t 
producing fewer and fewer red 
blood cells and immune cells. This 
can lead to blood conditions like 
anemia as well as a weakening 
immune system. These aging blood 
cells also have more trouble 

maintaining their genetic structure, 
which can result in the onset of 
blood cancer.

Previous attempts at rejuvenating 
the blood system — through 
exercise, diet, and even young 
blood transfusions — all failed in 
experiments with mice. That’s 
when Passegué’s team started 
looking at the bone marrow itself.

“Blood stem cells live in a niche; 
we thought what happens in this 
specialized local environment 
could be a big part of the problem,” 
Mitchell explains.

Within aging mice, the new study 
reveals that the environment where 
the blood-producing stem cells live 
becomes overwhelmed with 
inflammation and deteriorates — 
lead ing  to  b lood  s t em ce l l 
dysfunction. Results show the 
damaged bone marrow niche, IL-
1B, plays a key role in driving these 
aging features. However, anakinra 
is  capable of blocking this. 
Administering the drug returned 
aging blood to a younger and 
healthier state.

THIS COULD LEAD TO AN 
ANTI-AGING TREATMENT 

FOR PEOPLE OVER 50

The team discovered even more 
anti-aging benefits in the blood 
system and bone marrow after 
preventing IL-1B from triggering 
inflammation throughout the 
animals’ lifespans. The New York 
team is now studying whether 
humans would benefit from this 
same treatment, instead relying on 
young blood transfusions.

“Treating elderly patients with 
anti-inflammatory drugs blocking 
IL-1B function should help with 
maintaining heal thier  blood 
production,” Passegué says, who 
hopes this study will soon lead to 
clinical trials.

“We know that bone tissue begins 
to degrade when people are in their 
50s. What happens in middle age? 
Why does the niche fail first?” 
Passegué continues. “Only by 
h a v i n g  a  d e e p  m o l e c u l a r 
understanding will it be possible to 
identify approaches that can truly 
delay aging.”

Passegué’s findings are published 
in the journal Nature Cell Biology.
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If you are facing prosecution for false charges then you are aware of how 
the ‘justice’ industry (racket) in America works. You (the innocent person) 
have been falsely charged with a crime. Most of the time you receive a myriad 
of stacked charges intended for the sole purpose of extracting a “plea bargain” 
from you.

You then rush to an attorney, pay him a huge retainer to cover the usual 
$200.00 per hour (if not higher), which he/she charges, to supposedly defend 
your innocence. The attorney usually files some motions, writes some 
worthless letters and makes many unproductive (unless they pertain to you 
accepting a plea bargain) phone calls until you are broke. 
Generally, you haven’t even started your trial and 99% of 
the time the attorney hasn’t completed any investigation.

All of a sudden your attorney is telling you that you can’t 
win your case and you should accept the benevolent plea 
bargain that the almighty prosecuting attorney has offered 
you. “Do you want to take the chance on spending 30-40 
years in prison when you can plea bargain for 18 months,” 
your attorney tells you. What happened to: “I think we can 
win this case, it’s a good case.” Remember? Isn’t that pretty 
close to what your attorney told you as he/she was relieving 
you of your money?

You then accept a plea bargain and go to jail or you have a jury trial, you’re 
found guilty (because your attorney hasn’t produced enough evidence-if any 
and because the judge directs the jury to find you guilty) and then you go to 
jail. When you finally wake up you realize that on top of now being a criminal, 
you are flat broke and incarcerated. You find that the very person (your 
attorney) you frantically rushed to retain, became your worst enemy.

There is only one way to remedy a false prosecution: Obtain conclusive 

evidence by investigating the 
accusers ,  the prosecutors  – 
everyone involved with your case. 
In other words, complete an in-
depth investigation before you are 
prosecuted and make the facts 
public, forcing a just outcome.

The US~Observer newspaper 
will not waste your time or your 

money. This is not a game, it’s your life and your freedom. 
We do not make deals. If you are innocent, then nobody has 
the right to steal what belongs to you, most of all, your 
liberty. Nobody! That includes your attorney - as well as 
your supposed public servants.

Why have a bad day when it’s still possible to force 
justice ... right down their throats?

The US~Observer investigates cases for news. We want 
to win, just as you want to prove your innocence.

For justice sake, don’t wait until they slam the door 
behind you before contacting us if you are innocent. 
Preventing a wrongful conviction is much easier than 

achieving a post-conviction exoneration.

“One false prosecution is one too many, 
and any act of immunity is simply a government 

condoned crime.” - Edward Snook, US~Observer

Welcome to the largest racket in history: The American Justice System

Call Us Today!
541-474-7885

If you prefer email:
editor@usobserver.com

Bryan Tucker
Sex Abuse

“I would have taken the plea 
deal for crimes I didn’t 

commit if it wasn’t for you. 
Thank you. I was acquitted 

because of you.”

Status: Acquitted

Shawn Yoakum
Employment Discrimination

Status: Compensated

“You changed my life forever, 
and made me want to help 

others. You did what you said 
you would.”

Jose Velasco-Vero
Felony Firearms Crimes

Status: Dismissed

“My case was the first of its 
kind. You absolutely defeated 
these unwarranted charges!”

Ella Lee
Assault & Resisting Arrest

Status: Dismissed

“…no amount of reading can 
convey the heart, the sincerity and 
dedication of care you receive from 

these guys. Through their hard 
work, I got my dismissal papers 

today… So sweet it is.”

Jessica Morton
Sex Abuse

Status: Dismissed

“If it wasn’t for the US~Observer 
I would have lost everything; my 
freedom, my family. You made 

sure that didn’t happen!”

Dean Muchow
Government Abuse

Status: Cleared

“Your investigative 
reporting was 

instrumental in stopping 
the District Attorney’s 

abusive attacks.”


